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To all whon, it invaly concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY WALDEN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Philadel 
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain Im 
provements in Eyelets, of which the following 
description, in connection with the accompa 
nying drawings, is a specification, like refer 
ence characters on the drawingsindicating like 
parts in the several figures. 
This invention relates to eyelets. 
One object of the invention is so to form eye 

lets composed of the materials now commonly 
used in the manufacture of eyelets that the 
eyelets will resemble the expensive silk 
stitched eyelets which are often used in high 
priced shoes. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an eyelet which will cost less to manu 
facture, which is not as liable to be damaged 
during the setting operation, which will not 
show wear as quickly, and which will also, in 
addition to or irrespective of the resemblance 
above noted, be of more ornamental appear 
ance than eyelets formed of similar materials 
as they have heretofore been made. 
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My invention comprises an eyelet having a 
head of wear-resisting material in which al 
ternate depressions and raised portions are 
formed. Much less wear-resisting material 
is required for forming an eyelet having a 
head provided with depressions and raised 
portions than is required for forming an eye 
let having a smooth head of wear-resisting 
material of the same thickness as the raised 
portions on the head of my improved eyelet, 
and the amount of wear-resisting material 
that is saved by forming the head of the eye 
let in this manner greatly reduces the cost of 
the eyelet. The corrugations formed by the 
depressions and raised portions also make the 
head of the eyelet more flexible, so that it 
will yield, and thereby tend to prevent the 
wear-resisting material from cracking, and 
thus damaging the eyelet in case said head is 
subjected to any abnormal strain during the 
operation of setting the eyelet. Another very 
desirable feature of an eyelet having a head 

provided with alternate depressions and 
raised portions is that continuous use does not 
materially change the appearance of the eye 
let, as the raised portions receive all the wear 
to which the head of the eyelet is subjected, 
the depressed portions retaining their luster 
and imparting a fresh appearance to the eye 
let even after the raised portions have become 
WO. 

In the preferred form of my invention the 
eyelet is formed with a head of wear-resisting 
material having numerous transverse corru 
gations, which give to the eyelet when it is 
inserted in the stock an appearance similar 
to that of a silk-stitched eyelet. As such an 
eyelet is expensive and is used only in high 
priced shoes, this feature of my improved eye 
let is of considerable importance. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of 
an eyelet which represents the preferred form 
of my invention much enlarged. Fig. 2 is an 
elevation thereof, partly in section; and Fig. 
3 is a detail view showing a plurality of my 
improved eyelets inserted in a shoe-upper. 

In the embodiment herein shown, which rep 
resents the preferred form of my invention, 
the head 2 of the eyelet is formed of plastic 
wear-resisting material in which alternate de 
pressions 4 and raised portions 6 are formed, 
the barrel 8 of the eyelet being made of metal 
and provided at its upper end with a flange 
10, which is embedded in the covering of 
wear-resisting material, as shown in Fig. 2. 
Preferably the depressions and raised por 
tions extend across the head of the eyelet, each 
in a direction which is substantially in a 
chord of the circle in which the head of the 
eyelet is formed; but it will be understood 
that said depressions and raised portions may 
extend across the head radially or in other di 
rections without departing from the scope of 
my invention. When this preferred form of 
my eyelet is inserted in the stock, as shown 
in Fig. 3, it bears a close resemblance to those 
eyelets used extensively in high-priced shoes, 
which are formed by inserting metal eyelets 
in the stock and then stitching all around the 
eyelet with silk thread. Such stitchedeyelets 
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are expensive, because a high price is paid 
for the labor required, and this expense is in 
creased considerably by the cost of the silk. 
This feature of my invention is therefore of 
considerable commercial value. 

In addition to the resemblance above ex 
plained it should be noted that my eyelet is 
of itself of very ornamental appearance, and 
it will also stand wear better than eyelets as 
heretofore made, inasmuch as the raised por 
tions of wear-resisting material will receive 
the wear and the depressed portions will re 
main bright even after the eyelet has received 
considerable wear. Also when the head of 
the eyelet is formed in this manner much less 
wear-resisting material is required than is 
used in an eyelet having a smooth head of 
wear-resisting material of the same thickness 
as that of the raised portions 6 on the head of 
my improved eyelet, and as the wear-resist 
ing material generally used is celluloid, which 
is quite expensive, the cost of manufacture of 
the eyelet is reduced by the amount of wear 
resisting material which is saved. The head 
of the eyelet is rendered more flexible by the 
corrugations, so that if the setting-dies do not 
engage the head Squarely during the opera 
tion of setting the eyelet the head will yield, 
and thus prevent the wear-resisting material 
from cracking. This is an important advan 
tage, as a break or crack in the wear-resisting 
material would constitute such an imperfec 
tion in the eyelet as would seriously impair 
its value. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is 1. An eyelet provided with a head compris 
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ing a covering of wear-resisting material and 
having alternate depressions and raised por 
tions formed on said head. 

2. An eyelet provided with a head of wear 
resisting material and having corrugations ex 
tending transversely of said head. 

3. A circular eyeletprovided with a head of 
wear-resisting material and having alternate 
depressions and raised portions extending 
across said head, each being approximately in 
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a chord of the circle in which the eyelet is 
formed. 

4. An eyeletcomprising a barrel portion and 
a head of plastic material in which the upper 
end of said barrel portion is embedded, said 
plastic material having molded therein alter 
nate depressions and raised portions extend 
ing across the head of the eyelet. 

5. An eyelet having a head comprising a 
flange provided with a covering of wear-resist 
ing material and having alternate depressions 
and raised portions formed on said head. 

6. An eyelet having a head comprising a 
flange provided with a covering of wear-re 
sisting material, said covering having corru 
gations extending transversely thereof. 

7. An eyelet comprising a metallic body hav 
ing an outwardly-extending flange and a cov 
ering of plastic material surrounding and in 
closing said flange, said covering being formed 
with alternate depressions and raised portions. 

Intestimony whereof Ihave signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

HENRY WALDEN. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT JAMES EARLEY, 
CHARLES N. BUTLER. 
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