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Box No. II Observations wherre certala claims were fonnd unsearchable (Continuation ef item 2 of first sheet)

This intemational search repart hins not been established in respeet of certain claims wnder Artiele 17(2)(a) fer the fellowing reasans:

1. D Claims Nas.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements 1o such an
extent that ne meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent elaims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a}.

BoxNo.III  Observations where unity of inventiot is lncking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Aulhority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:
-*- 888 exira sheat -*-

L. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2, D As all searchable claits conld be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3, D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international seazch report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search repart is restricted
to the mvention Orst mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claiins Nos.:
1-21
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which ara not so linked as ta form a single general inventive
concept under PGT Rule 13.1. n order for all Inventfons 1o be searched, the appropriate additional search fees must be paid.

Group §: Claims 1-21 direcied to an irigation and aspiralion catheter.

Group il: Clalm 22-36 diracted 1o a method for remaoving a thrombus from a blood vessel using a catheter.

The invantions listad as Groups 111 do nat ralate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lagk the same or correaponding special technical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

‘The Invention of Group | Includes the special technical features of the distal portion comprising an Inner wall forming en aspiration
lumen, and an auter wall, a fluid lumen formed in a space between the inner wall and the auter wall; the asplration luman extending fram
the distal portion ta the proximal portion of the cathetsr; an aspiration mechaniam pesitioned extemnal to the patient and fluidly coupled
with the aspiration lumen; not required by the clalms of Groups 1.

Tha invention of Group Il includes the speclal technical featuras of introducing a distal portion of an elongate catheter to a thrombus
Incation In a blood vessel; drawing at least a section of thrombus Into the distal portion; and directing fluid toward the thrombus at
baiwasn 10-15 mfs from at least two different points along respecive fluid paths that intersect; delivering fluid from a fluidf defivery
mechanism inte a fluid lumen of the elongate catheter; increasing a flow rate of the fluid with an Irtigation maniteld disposed at a distal
end of the fluid lumen; and directing akt least two fluid streams with ports disposed in the Irrigatan manifold, not required by the claims of
Group I.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

The inventions of Groups -1l sharg the technical features of an elongate catheter for use in removing a thrombus from 8 blood vessel of
a patient, compriging: a fluid lumen, a fluld delivery mechanism configured to supply fluid through the fluid lumen; a distai portion of the
catheler configured to draw in at least a section of thrombus; and an irrigation manifold disposed at a distal end of the fluld lumen
including at least wo fluld ports to direct fluld streams. Specifically, Groups | and Il are related as an apparatus (Group 1) and methods
for using the apparatus (Group I} The apparetus is knawn in prior art as shown in US 2018/0207387 A1 to Walk Vascuiar, LLC
(hereinafter "Walk').

Walk discloses an slongate catheter for use in remaving a thrembus from a blood vessel of a patient (a system for aspirating thrombus
including an aspiration catheter for placement within a bloog vessel, para [0007]; see embadimant of an aspiration catheter 1050, Fig 43,
para [0163]), comprising: a fluid lumen {see first supply lumen 1954, Fig 43, para [0163]), a fluid delivery mechanism configured to
supply fiuld through the fluid lumen {supply tube 1053 having first supply lumen 1054 configured to carry pressurlzed fluld 912 such as
saline, para [0163)); a dlstal portion of the catheter configured to draw In at least a section of thrombus (aspiration lumen with open distal
end for aspirating a thrombus, para [D007]; see bottom distal portion with aspiration lumen 1053, Fig 43, para [0163]) and an imigation
manifold disposed at a distal end of the fluld lumen (sea Irigation manifold comprieing branches 1046 and 1048 &t the bottom distal end
of fluid lumen 1054, Fig 43, para [0163]) including at least two fluid ports to diract fluld streams {sae orifices 1058 and 1066 1o direct fluid
flow streams 1080 and 1082, Flg 43, para [(163]).

As the common technical features were knawn in the art at the time of the invention, these cannot be ¢onsidered spaclal tachnical
feature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups |-l lack unity under PCT Rule 13 becausa they do not share a same or carresponding speclal technical feature.
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