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57 ABSTRACT 
A multimodule time division switching system is dis 
closed having facilities for the serving of conference 
calls between port circuits in at least three different 
modules. Each module serving a conference call trans 
mits a series of call data words to the other modules 
serving the same call over a special bus system intercon 
necting all modules. Each word contains information 
including a module ID number and a time slot number 
as well as the message or intelligence representing the 
subject matter of the call. The transmitted ID number 
specifies the identity of the other modules serving the 
same call and to which the word is directed. The trans 
mitted time slot number specifies the time slot in which 
the call is to be served by only a first one of the specified 
receiving modules. This first module responds to the 
reception of the word and serves the call in the specified 
time slot. The other specified module responds to the 
reception of the word, derives a new time slot number 
from the transmitted slot number and serves the call in 
this derived time slot. 

21 Claims, 16 Drawing Figures 
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TIME DIVISION SWITCHING SYSTEM 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to conferencing facilities in a 
time division switching system having a plurality of call 
serving switching modules. The invention further re 
lates to a plural module time division switching system 
in which intermodule conference calls are served by 
transmitting call message and call control information 
over a special bus system interconnecting all modules. 
The invention still further relates to a time division 
switching system in which the transmitted call informa 
tion comprises a series of data words with each word 
containing information specifying the identity of the 
modules to which the word is directed, the time slot in 
which one of the specified receiving modules is to 
serve the call, as well as message information represent 
ing the speech, data, or other intelligence that is to be 
exchanged between the conferee stations. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to a co-pending and con 
currently filed application by the same inventor filed 
Jul. 25, 1980, Ser. No. 172,191 which is directed to a 
plural module time division switching system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Various technologies and circuit expedients have 

been used to provide conferencing facilities in time 
division switching systems. The J. C. Moran U.S. Pat. 
No. 3,996,566, issued Dec. 7, 1976, discloses a switching 
system having a single PAM time division bus con 
nected to all of the system port circuits. On two party 
calls, the port circuits of the two parties are intercon 
nected by assigning them to the same time slot and by 
activating circuitry within the two port circuits so that 
they can exchange speech samples over the bus during 
each occurrence of the assigned time slot. 
A single bus system of the type shown by Moran can 

also serve three party calls by simply assigning all three 
stations to the same time slot and by making the port 
circuit of each such station active during the assigned 
time slot. This permits the three stations to intercommu 
nicate with a transmission level that, although degraded 
somewhat, is still acceptable. The transmission level is 
degraded further as more stations are added and, there 
fore, this expedient cannot satisfactorily be used on 
conference calls involving more than three stations. 

It is known in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,049,920 of Sept. 20, 
1977 to Knollman and 3,997,730 of Dec. 14, 1976 to 
Stidham to use facilities, such as conference bridges and 
the like, for serving conference calls involving more 
than three stations in single bus systems of the type 
shown by Moran. Each conference bridge typically 
includes a plurality of nodes each of which is assigned 
to a different time slot and connected to a different 
conferee station during the serving of a conference call. 
The conference bridge circuitry processes the signals of 
all conferees so as to provide satisfactory transmission 
levels. 

Single bus systems as shown by Moran are suitable 
only for use in small to medium size installations since 
the system's call serving capacity is limited by a number 
of factors, including the number of system time slots. 
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2 
For example, in a 64-time slot system, no more than 64 
simultaneous calls can be served. 

Increased call serving capacity has been provided in 
prior art time division switching systems by the use of 
switching facilities of greater complexity. One such 
prior art arrangement is embodied in the DIMEN 
SION (R) 2000 PBX manufactured by the Western Elec 
tric Company. That system provides increased call 
serving capabilities by the use of a plurality of separate 
network modules with each module essentially being of 
the type shown by Moran and with the modules being 
interconnected by a system of voiceband links for the 
transmission of call message information between mod 
ules on intermodule calls. 
The DIMENSION 2000 PBX is disclosed on pages 

86-93 of an article entitled "Development of Electronic 
Tandem Service (ETS) Features for the DIMENSION 
PBX" by A. M. Gerrish and D. C. Opferman in an 
IEEE publication identified as CH 1515-6/79/0000 
0086$00.75G)1979 IEEE. Each module of the DIMEN 
SION 2000 PBX is connected to each of the other mod 
ules by a group of voiceband links unique to two of the 
modules being interconnected. Thus, for a three module 
system having modules a, b, and c, a first link group 
interconnects module a and b, a second group intercon 
nects modules a and c, and a third group interconnects 
modules canda. In a similar manner, six link groups are 
required to connect a four module system, ten link 
groups are required for a five module system and so on. 
The formula for determining the required number of 
link groups is (n-1)n/2 where n is the number of mod 
ules. Each link group comprises a pluralitry of links 
where a single link comprises the voice channel facili 
ties required for a single call between the two intercon 
nected modules. Each link terminates in a link port 
circuit on each of the two modules it interconnects, and 
each link port circuit is connected to the PAM time 
division bus of its module in the same manner as for a 
station port circuit in Moran. 

Intramodule calls are served by the DIMENSION 
2000 PBX in essentially the same manner as shown by 
Moran. Two party intermodule calls are served by 
using any available time slot in each module and by 
transmitting the message information over a link path 
between modules at voiceband. A conference call be 
tween stations of three different modules is served by 
assigning three different port circuits in the calling mod 
ule to a single timeslot so that they are connected to the 
PAM bus of the calling module during each occurrence 
of the assigned time slot. The first of these three port 
circuits is the line port circuit of the calling conferee 
station. The second port circuit is the port circuit for 
the link that extends to the first of the other two mod 
ules. The third port circuit is the port circuit for the link 
extending to the third module involved on the call. 
Thus, a three party intermodule conference call is 
served by the calling module in a manner analogous to 
that of a three-party intramodule conference call in 
Moran in that three conferee port circuits in the calling 
module are all assigned to the same time slot. 

Intermodule conference calls involving more than 
three parties are not served by the DIMENSION 2000 
PBX by merely increasing the number of port circuits 
that are assigned to the same time slot in the calling 
module. The reason for this is the same as for Moran; 
namely, the transmission is degraded to an unacceptable 
level when more than three port circuits within a single 
module are assigned to the same time slot. 
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The conferencing facilities of the DIMENSION 2000 
PBX include a Stidham type conference bridge in each 
module for the serving of conference calls involving 
more than three stations. The conference bridge in the 
calling module is used on each such call. The conferee 
stations in the other modules are connected over the 
voiceband links to the link port circuits of the calling 
module and each such link port circuit is connected 
during a different time slot to a different node of the 
Stidham conference bridge. 

In summary, the prior art arrangements for serving 
conference calls are limited in their application even 
though they are satisfactory for the purposes for which 
they were designed. The Moran system, when com 
bined with Stidham, is limited to a single bus system that 
is useful only in small to medium size installations. The 
DIMENSION 2000 PBX, when combined with the 
Stidham, provides increased conference call serving 
capabilities; however, it does so by the use of an array of 
interconnecting voice band links as well as the use of 
complex timing and network synchronization facilities. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The foregoing problem is solved and a technical ad 
vance is achieved by the presently disclosed arrange 
ment which provides conferencing facilities in a plural 
module time division switching system that do not re 
quire an array of intermodule links or complex inter 
module synchronization facilities. The present inven 
tion comprises a stored program controlled time divi 
sion switching system having a plurality of call serving 
switching modules, a time division bus within each 
module, a plurality of port circuits connected to the bus 
of each module and an intermodule bus system that is 
used for the exchange of information between modules 
during the serving intermodule calls. 
The present system serves intramodule calls in the 

same manner as shown by Moran, namely, by assigning 
the port circuits to be interconnected to the same time 
slot and by applying PAM speech samples from each 
port circuit onto the time division bus of the module 
during each occurrence of the assigned time slot. Calls 
between two modules are served by transmitting call 
data words over the intermodule bus system in each 
direction between the two modules. Each word con 
tains a number of fields of information including an 
identification (ID number) of the module that is to re 
ceive and respond to the word, the time slot in which 
the call is to be served by the receiving module, and call 
message information in PCM form representing the 
speech, data, or other intelligence comprising the sub 
ject matter of the call. 
The intermodule bus system includes a plurality of 

individual paths each of which extends from an output 
on a different one of the modules to a unique input on 
each of the other modules. On nonconference calls, the 
has a single output which is connected over a unique 
bus path to an input on all the other modules; each 
module also has a plurality of inputs each of which is 
connected to corresponding inputs of other modules as 
well as to an output of a different one of the other mod 
ules. 

Each data word that is applied by a transmitting 
module to the bus system is received by an input on 
each of the other modules. On non conference calls, the 
only module that responds is the one that is specified by 
the module ID number contained in transmitted word. 
The circuitry of each input of a module includes a first 
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4 
in/first out memory (FIFO) unique to the input. The 
module that detects the presence of its module ID 
number in a received data word unlocks the receiving 
circuitry of the input on which the word is received 
and enters the remaining fields of the data word into 
the FIFO unique to this input. Each FIFO acts as a 
buffer and stores time slot and message information of 
each word containing the ID number of its module and 
received by its associated input. The plurality of FIFOs 
within a module, together, receive and temporarily 
store the time slot and message information of all data 
words transmitted to the module that pertain to inter 
module calls currently being served by the module. 

Each module contains circuitry which cyclically scan 
its FIFOs one at a time, reads out each FIFO currently 
storing data word information, and writes the read out 
message information of the word into a time slot driven 
memory (RAM). On nonconference calls, the time slot 
number in the read out information is used as RAM 
addressed information for this write operation. The call 
message information in the RAM is subsequently read 
out, decoded from PCM to PAM, applied to the mod 
ule's PAM bus during the time slot in which the receiv 
ing module serves the call, and extended over the bus to 
the port circuit of the station involved on the call. 

Each module on a three module conference call 
transmits a series of data words over the bus system to 
each of the other two modules involved on the call. The 
time slot information in each such word directly speci 
fies the time slot in which only one of the two modules 
is to to serve the call. Normally each of the three mod 
ules will serve a conference call in a different time slot, 
and therefore, the time slot information in a transmitted 
word does not directly specify the time slot in which 
the second of the two receiving modules is to serve the 
call. Special module ID numbers are used on three 
module conference calls to inform each of the two re 
ceiving modules to which each word is directed that the 
word represents a conference call. Upon the reception 
of a data word of this type, logic circuitry in each re 
ceiving module analyzes the module ID number and 
determines whether or not the call is to be served by the 
module in the specified time slot. For the module for 
which the time slot is correctly specified, the call is 
served in the same manner as for a nonconference call; 
namely, the call message information of the received 
word is written into a nonconference field of the time 
slot driven RAM with the time slot information in the 
received word being used as RAM address information. 
The logic circuitry of the second receiving module 
determines from the ID number that the call cannot be 
served by the second module in the specified time slot. 
The time slot information it receives is applied as ad 
dress information to a special translation RAM which 
derives and reads out information representing the time 
slot in which the second module is to serve the call. This 
derived time slot information is applied as address infor 
mation to the time slot driven RAM and the call mes 
sage information in the received data word is written 
into a conference field of the RAM under control of the 
derived time slot number. 

Subsequently, the time slot driven RAM is addressed 
by a time slot number source internal to the module and 
the information in both the conference and nonconfer 
ence fields of the RAM are read out, applied to separate 
PCM to PAM decoders, and the decoded PAM infor 
mation is applied to the PAM bus of the module. From 
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there it is extended to the party involved on the call 
within the module. 
From the above, it can be seen that each module on a 

three module conference call receives two separate data 
words-one from each of the other two modules. The 5 
time slot field in one of the receive words directly speci 
fies the time slot number in which the receiving module 
is to serve the call. For this word, the received time slot 
information addresses the time slot driven RAM within 
the module and the speech information in the word is 
written into a nonconference field of the RAM in the 
same manner as on a nonconference call. The time slot 
information in the second word received by the module 
does not directly specify the time slot in which the 
module is to serve the call. This time slot information is 
applied as address information to a conference transla 
tion RAM which derives the correct time slot in which 
the module is to serve the call. This derived time slot 
information is applied as address information to the time 
slot driven RAM, in place of the time slot information 
in the second received data word, and the message 
information on this second word is written into a con 
ference field of the RAM. 
The call message information in the two received 

data words is written into two different fields (noncon- 25 
ference and conference) of the same address location of 
the RAM. Thus, when this RAM location is subse 
quently readout under control of a source of time slot 
signals internal to the module, the message information 
from both received words is readout, decoded, and 30 
applied over the PAM bus to the conferee station within 
the module. 
The provision of the FIFOs in the input circuitry of 

each module provides short term buffering facilities 
which enable a module to receive and temporarily store 35 
all of the call data words transmitted to it from other 
modules. This reduces the complexity of the required 
intermodule synchronization facilities required in prior 
art arrangements. The use of the bus system to transmit 
call information between modules eliminates the need 40 
for array of voice band intermodule link facilities of 
prior art arrangements and, at the same time, provides a 
multimodule system having an adequate call serving 
capacity. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 discloses a system embodying the present 
invention in block schematic form. 
FIGS. 2 and 3, when arranged as shown on FIG. 16, 

discloses further details of the system of FIG. 1, and in 
particular, the intermodule links 117. 

FIG. 4 discloses further details of the PAM bus 120, 
the decoders 304, and the encoders 301. 
FIG. 5 discloses further details of network control 

115 and CC interface 116. 
FIG. 6 discloses further details of RAM 317. 
FIG. 7 portrays the time at which time slot address 

signals are applied to paths 224 and 246. 
FIG. 8 is a timing diagram. 
FIGS. 9 through 13 disclose the word format of the 60 

information stored in various registers and memories of 
the system. 

FIG. 14 discloses time slot and other information 
pertaining to a hypothetical call described in the present 
specification. 

FIG. 15 discloses the module identification numbers 
that may be contained in the information words trans 
mitted between modules for different types of calls. 
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6 
FIG. 16 portrays the manner in which FIGS. 2 and 3 

should be arranged with respect to each other. 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION-FIG. 1 

A telephone time division switching system embody 
ing the invention is shown diagrammatically on FIG.1. 
This system is of the stored program controlled type 
and comprises a common control 101, a control bus 
system 104, a plurality of network modules 105, and a 
bus system 114 interconnecting the network modules. 
Common control 101 includes memory system 102 and 
processor 103. Each network module 105 includes a 
time division bus 120 to which is connected a plurality 
of port circuits 118 and 119. The line port circuits 118 
are connected to telephones 109; the trunk port circuits 
119 are connected over trunks 110 to central office 107. 
Each network module 105 further includes a CC inter 
face 116, intermodule links 117, and network control 
115 which is connected over path 113 to the port cir 
cuits. Each module 105 further includes service circuits 
111 which are a source for all the service tones and 
ringing signals required by the system. 
The control bus system 104 includes data buses, ad 

dress buses, and memory control buses as required for 
control of the system by the processor 103 and memory 
102. The control bus system 104 is connected over paths 
108 to each of the modules 105 to control their call 
serving functions. r 
Each port circuit 118 and 119 includes control cir 

cuitry, speech circuitry, and time division sampling 
facilities which are used to interconnect the speech 
circuitry of the port circuit with time division bus 120 
during each occurrence of a specified time slot. Bus 20 
and the port circuits provide the communication paths 
over which the telephones 109 or trunks 110 may com 
municate with one another during the serving of calls. 

Processor 103 operates under the control program 
commands and data that is either temporarily or perma 
nently stored in memory 102. The processor controls 
the sampling switches within the port circuits as well as 
the rest of the circuitry within each network module. It 
does this by monitoring the state of each circuit and by 
selectively altering the state of the various elements 
within network control 115 and CC interface 116. Com 
mands are transmitted via the CC interface 116 to net 
work control 115 from the processor over bus systems 
104 and 108. Scan responses and other state information 
from the network modules are detected by facilities 
within network control 115 and are transmitted back to 
common control over the same bus systems. 
Two line port circuits 118 or a line port circuit 118 

and a trunk port circuit 119 are interconnected on an 
intramodule call by determining the availability of an 
idle time slot upon the detection of a service request by 
one of the port circuits, by assigning the two port cir 
cuits that are to be connected to the idle time slot and by 
then closing the time division switches within the two 
port circuits during each occurrence of the assigned 
time slot. In a typical prior art manner, each port circuit 
contains a shift register and a port circuit is assigned to 
a specific time slot by writing a binary 1 in a shift regis 
ter position unique to the assigned time slot. The ad 
vancement of the shift register once per timeslot causes 
the port circuit's time division switch to close during 
each occurrence of the assigned time slot as a binary 1 
is read out of its shift register. A port circuit is removed 
from a call by erasing the binary 1 in its shift register. 
This deactivates the port circuit's time division switch 
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so that it does not thereafter close during subsequent 
occurrences of the time slot to which it was assigned. 

Processor 103 can selectively address memory 102 
locations by transmitting address information over the 
bus system 104 to the memory. The contents of the 5 
addressed memory location are returned to the proces 
sor over of the bus system. The processor communi 
cates with the CC interface 116 and network control 
115 in a similar. manner with address commands being 
transmitted over the bus system to specify the system 
function to be performed. An I/O signal is concurrently 
transmitted with each address command over the bus 
system to specify the particular circuit that is to respond 
to the address command. The system's responses are 
returned to the processor over the bus system. The bus 
system 104 may include a plurality of separate conduc 
tors with each conductor being used for a distinct cir 
cuit function such as, for example, a memory write, 
memory read, and memory complete indication. 
The following describes the operation of the system 

of FIG. 1 in the serving of an intramodule call. Assume 
that telephone 109-0 connected to line port circuit 118-0 
is to be interconnected on a call with telephone 109-n 
connected to line port circuit 118-n. The program oper 
ating in common control establishes this connection 
using elements 115 and 116 to close the time division 
switches within these two port circuits during the same 
time slot. The establishment of this connection is de 
scribed by Moran and is effected in the conventional 
manner by the steps of (1) detecting the off-hook state 
of calling circuit 118-0, (2) applying dial tone to circuit 
118-0 using service circuits 111 as a tone source, (3) 
detecting the digits dialed by subscriber 109-0, (4) as 
signing an idle time slot to the call, (5) writing a 1 in the 
proper bit position of the shift register within each of 35 
port circuits 118-0 and 118-n to close their time division 
switches during each occurrence of the assigned time 
slot, (7) applying ringing current to the called station 
109-n, and (8) monitoring the off-hook condition of 
each station following the establishment of the connec- 40 
tion. A connection between a calling line and a trunk 
circuit 119 is made in essentially the same manner. 
Once established, the call is monitored for its duration 

and then, upon the detection of an on-hook condition of 
either party, the two port circuits are disconnected 45 
signal wise by deactivating their line switches so that 
they no longer close during subsequent occurrences of 
the time slot to which they were assigned. 

Intermodule calls are served using the intermodule 
links 117 of each module as well as the intermodule bus 50 
system 114. Each module, such as module 105-0, has a 
single output (TRANS) and a plurality of inputs (REC 
1 through 11). The TRANS output of each module is 
connected to an individual conductor of the bus system 
114 and this conductor, in turn, is connected to a REC 55 
input on each of the other modules. The plurality of 
REC inputs of a module are connected to separate con 
ductors of the bus system 114 with each such conductor 
being connected to the TRANS output of a different 
one of the other modules. For example, the TRANS 
output of module 105-0 is connected to path 114-0 
which, in turn, is connected to the REC 0 input on each 
of the other network modules 105. Similarly, inputs 1 
through 11 of module 105-0 are connected via conduc 
tors 114-1 through 114-11 to the TRANS output of each 
of modules 114-1 through 114-11, respectively. 

Links 117-0 are connected to PAM bus 120 of module 
105-0 by decoder 124 and encoder 123. These elements 
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8 
include the same type of sampling switches as contained 
in port circuits 118 and 119. The sampling switches of 
elements 123 and 124 are closed during each occurrence 
of each time slot currently serving an intermodule call 
involving module 0. By this means, intermodule links 
117-0 receive the PAM signals pertaining to inter 
module calls on bus 120, they convert this information 
to PCM, and transmit the information to other network 
modules serving intermodule calls involving module 
105-0. This PCM information is transmitted as subse 
quently described over path 114-0. Links 117 also re 
ceive call information from other modules, decode it 
and apply it to bus 120. 
On a call between modules 0 and 1 for example, links 

117-0 receive call information from PAM bus 120 dur 
ing the time slot in which module 0 serves the call, 
encoder 123 converts the PAM information to PCM 
form, and transmitter 122 transmits the PCM, as well as 
other call information, to module 1 over path 114-0. 
Module 1 receives the information on path 114-0 at its 
input REC 0, its element 125 performs a time slot inter 
change function, and its decoder 124 decodes the mes 
sage portion of the received information from PCM to 
PAM form and applies it to its time division bus 120 
during each occurrence of the time slot in which the 
call is to be served by module 1. Module 1 functions 
similarly in that it receives information from its time 
division bus 120, converts it to PCM, and transmits it 
over path 114-1 to input REC 1 of module 0. 
The information that is transmitted over bus 114 for 

the serving of intermodule calls is formed into data 
words have a 21-bit data format as shown in FIG. 10. 
Bits 0 to 6 specify the module ID; bits 7 to 12 specify 
time slot information; bits 13 through 20 comprise the 
PCM data. The module ID information specifies the 
receiving module that is to respond to the transmitted 
word. This is necessary since the bus 114 to which the 
word is applied is connected in common to REC input 
circuitry on a plurality of modules. The time slot infor 
mation specifies the time slot in which the call is to be 
served within the receiving module. The PCM data 
represents the call message information. 

Let it be assumed that a call connection is to be made 
between phone 109-0 in module 0 and phone 130-0 in 
module 1. Further assume that the call will be served by 
time slot 5 within module 0 and by time slot 10 in mod 
ule 1. The determination of time slot availability and 
assignment for each module is done in a conventional 
prior art manner by common control 101. 
Common control serves this call by detecting a ser 

vice request by phone. 109-0, by assigning the call to 
time slot 5 in module 0, and by then activating the 
switch of port circuit 118-0 so it closes during each 
occurrence of time slot 5. After the caller has dialed the 
digits indicating an intermodule call, common control 
recognizes the call type and activates the time division 
switch of elements 123 and 124 of links 117-0 during 
each subsequent occurrence of time slot 5. Also, after 
common control determines that the called station 
130-0 is served by module 1, it selects an idle time slot 
(time slot 10) within module 1, and then activates the 
switch of the port circuit for station 130-0 so that it 
closes during each occurrence of time slot 10 of module 
1. 

Encoder 123 receives the speech information of caller 
109-0 on bus 120 during each occurrence of time slot 5 
and converts the information from PAM to PCM. Com 
mon control causes links 117-0 to form a 21-bit word of 
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the type shown on FIG. 10 during each occurrence of 
time slot 5 within module 0. The module ID for the 
receiving module is a 1 and the time slot in which the 
call is to be served within the receiving module is a 10. 
Therefore, as a result of each occurrence of time slot 5 
within module 0, element 117-0 generates and applies to 
bus 114-0 a 21-bit word having a module ID of 1, a time 
slot number of 10, and the PCM information generated 
by encoder 123 as it sampled bus 120 during time slot 5. 
This information is applied by transmitter 122 to path 
114-0 and is extended over path 114-0 to the input cir 
cuitry (REC 0) of module 1. From REC 0 of module 1, 
the call informalion is extended to phone 130-0. 

In a manner similar to that for module 0, common 
control initializes network module 1 so that, as a result 
of each occurrence of its time slot 10, it transmits to 
module 0 a word of the type shown in FIG. 10. This 
word has a module ID of 0 for module 0, a time slot 
number 5 since module 0 is serving the call during its 
time slot 5, and the appropriate PCM data. This word is 
applied by the transmitter 122 of module 1 to path 114-1 
and is received by module 0 at its input REC1. The 
PCM field of this received information is decoded, 
applied to bus 120 during each occurrence of time slot 
5 and extended to station 109-0. 

It should be noted that there is no requirement that a 
call be served by the same time slot within the two 
modules on an intermodule call. As a matter of fact, 
such a situation would be the exception rather than the 
rule. A single call can be served by two modules using 
different time slots because of the time slot interchange 
facilities of the disclosed system. It is also important to 
realize that at any given point in time, a particular mod 
ule can serve any mixture of intramodule and inter 
module calls up to the time slot capacity of the bus 120 
within each module. 

Intermodule conference calls, for example a three 
module conference call, are served in a manner similar 
to that already described except that each word trans 
mitted over bus system 114 by each of the three mod 
ules is specifically directed to each of the other two 
modules. Another difference is that each of the three 
modules receives two words during each time slot 
frame from each of the other two modules. Special 
module ID numbers, as shown on FIG. 15, are used on 
conference calls to direct each transmitted word to the 
other two modules involved on the call. For example, a 
transmitted module ID number of 12 indicates that both 
modules 0 and 1 are to respond to the word and to 
process the call information it contains. Another differ 
ence in the serving of conference calls is that the trans 
mitted time slot number in each word can directly spec 
ify the time slot in which only one of the receiving 
modules is to serve the call. This one module serves the 
call in the specified time slot in the same manner as 
described for nonconference calls. The other receiving 
module uses the received time slot information to derive 
a time slot in which it can serve the call. 

Let it be assumed for example that the disclosed sys 
tem is serving a conference call involving modules 0, 1, 
and 11. Let it be further assumed that the call is served 
by module 0 in time slot 5, by module 1 in time slot 10, 
and module 11 in time slot 23. The pertinent time slot 
and module ID information for this call is shown on 
F.G. 14. 
A module ID of 33 and a time slot number of 10 are 

inserted by module 0 into each word transmitted by it 
over bus 114 for a conference call involving modules 1 
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10 
and 11. The ID of 33 specifies, as shown on FIG. 15, 
that both of modules 1 and 11 are to respond to the 
word; that module 1 is to process the call message infor 
mation in the word in the same manner as for a noncon 
ference call; and that module 11 is to process the word 
in what is termed a "conference mode'. As may be seen 
on FIG. 14, the timeslot number of 10 directly specifies 
the time slot in which module 1, but not module 11, is to 
serve the call. Module 1 receives this word from mod 
ule 0, processes it in the same manner as already de 
scribed for a nonconference call and writes the perti 
nent call message information into a nonconference 
field of its time slot driven RAM. Module 11 receives 
the same word from module 0; it determines from the 
transmitted module ID number of 33 that it cannot 
serve the call in the specified time slot of 10; and it uses 
the received time slot number of 10 to derive the time 
slot number of 23 which is the time slot in which it is to 
serve the call. Module 11 then writes the call message 
information in the received word into location 23 of a 
conference field of its time slot driven RAM. 
The words transmitted over bus system 114 by each 

of modules 1 and 11 on this conference call are pro 
cessed in essentially the same manner as above de 
scribed for module 0. Each word that module 1 trans 
mits is received and processed by modules 0 and 11; 
each word that module 11 transmits is processed by 
modules 0 and 1. 
Each of modules 0, 1, and 11 receives and processes a 

word from each of the other two modules during each 
time slot frame. Module 0 receives words from each of 
modules 1 and 11. Each word received from module 1 
has a module ID of 133 and a time slot number of 23. 
The module ID of 133 advises module 0 that the re 
ceived time slot number does not represent the time slot 
in which it is to serve the call. Module 0 uses the trans 
mitted time slot number of 23 to derive a time slot num 
ber of 5, and the call message information in the re 
ceived word is written into the conference field of the 
time slot driven RAM in module 0 under control of the 
time slot number 5. Module 0 also receives a word from 
module 11 having a module ID of 12 and a time slot 
number of 5. Since module 0 is serving this call in its 
time slot 5, it receives and processes this word in a 
conventional manner and writes the call message infor 
mation into location 5 of a nonconference field of its 
time slot driven RAM. 
The two words that are received once each time 

frame by each of modules 1 and 11 are processed in the 
same manner as for module 0. Namely, the word that 
contains the correctly specified time slot number is 
processed in the same manner as for a nonconference 
call. The other word is processed after its time slot 
number is used to derive the time slot number in which 
the call is to be served by the receiving module. This 
derived time slot number is then used to write the call 
message information into a conference field of the mod 
ule's time slot driven RAM. Subsequently, the confer 
ence and nonconference fields of the RAM are concur 
rently read out once each time frame, and the read out 
information is applied, via decoders, over the module's 
time division bus to the port circuit and party involved 
on the conference call. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION-FIGS. 2 and 3 

FIGS. 2 and 3 discloses further details of the system 
of FIG. 1 and, in particular, further details of inter 
module links 117. Corresponding elements on FIGS. 1 



4,340,960 
11 

and 2 are similarly designated. Receivers 1 through 11 
and transmitter 122 are shown on the right-hand portion 
of FIGS. 2 and 3. The decoders 124 of FIG. 1 actually 
comprises the two groups of decoders 304 and 305 on 
the left-hand portion of FIGS. 2 and 3. Encoder 123 of 
FIG. 1 comprises the encoder 301 shown on the left 
hand side of FIG. 3. The time slot interchange facilities 
125 on FIG. 1 generally comprise the remainder of the 
circuitry shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, in particular, RAM 
230 and RAM 317. 

Let it be assumed that the circuitry of FIGS. 2 and 3 
specifically comprises network module 105-0, and that 
it is serving the call described in the previous para 
graphs. Thus, receiver 121-1 of module 105-0 currently 
receives call information in the form of a 21-bit word 
from module 1 over bus 114-1. This information is en 
tered into line receiver 201 which separates the clock 
and data comprising each word and enters the received 
word (as shown on FIG. 10) into shift register 202. 
Receiver 201 applies a CLK signal to both control logic 
253 and the shift register when a complete word has 
been received. In response to this signal, control logic 
253 makes path 257 true (a binary 1) to enable one input 
of AND gate 256. PROM 255 is addressed over path 
284 by the module ID field of the received word now in 
shift register 202. The PROM checks the validity of the 
received module ID field information by reading out 
useful information to FIFO 204 only if it receives the 
ID number for module 105-0. This allows each network 
module to have the same circuitry and to be customized 
by the appropriate programming of its PROM 255. 

If PROM 255 is addressed with an erroneous module 
ID number, a word containing all 0s is read out of the 
PROM to prevent receiver 121-0 from responding fur 
ther. Let it be assumed that the received word now in 
shift register 202 contains the proper module ID infor 
mation and that, therefore, PROM 255 is addressed and 
read out with information that enables module 105-0 to 
respond further to the received word. 
The information that is read out of PROM 255 has a 

word format as shown in FIG. 13. The bit 0 contains a 
1 as an enable bit; bit 1 contains a 1 as an activity bit; and 
bit 2 is a 1 for a conference call and a 0 for a nonconfer 
ence call. The enable bit (bit 0) is applied to conductor 
258 which extends to the left input of AND gate 256. 
This fully enables the AND gate and it now applies a 
load signal to the LD input of FIFO 204. The LD signal 
writes FIFO 204 with the information on paths 259 and 
281. The FIFO contents have the format shown in FIG. 
11. The time slot information and the PCM data is re 
ceived by the FIFO from shift register 202 over path 
281 and it is written into the indicated fields as shown in 
FIG. 11. The information written in bit positions 0 and 
9 is received from PROM 255 via path 259. 

In summary of the preceding described operation, 
PROM 255 detects the receipt by shift register 202 of a 
word having a valid module ID number and, in turn, 
causes the time slot and PCM data information in the 
word to be entered into FIFO 204 along with informa 
tion (bits 0 and 9) from PROM 255. This permits mod 
ule 105-0 to respond further as required to serve the 
call. On the other hand, if a word having an invalid 
module ID number is stored in shift register 202, this 
condition is detected by PROM 255 and module 105-0 is 
prevented from responding. 

Let it be assumed that a word having a valid module 
ID number is received, is loaded into FIFO 204 as 
above described, and is then shifted within the FIFO to 
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12 
its output. The FIFO makes its READY (RDY) termi 
nal a 1 whenever a word is available on its output. The 
FIFO outputs can be tri-state and they are controlled by 
a signal applied to its enable (EN) input. A word at the 
FIFO output is read out onto paths 209, 210, and 211. 
The FIFO advances the next word within it to its out 
put when the EN input goes to a 0. The FIFO may be 
composed of commercially available parts, such as a 
Fairchild 3341. 
The following describes how information is read out 

of the FIFOs and entered into REC RAM 317. Control 
logic 205 causes multiplexors 207 and 208 to scan the 
RDY output 282 of the FIFO in each of the receivers 
121-1 through 121-11 to detect the presence of an inter 
module word in one or more of the FIFOs. As already 
mentioned, a binary 1 on terminal RDY and path 282 
indicates that the receiver currently has an intermodule 
word available at the output of its FIFO; a binary 0 on 
path 282 indicates that its associated FIFO does not 
have a intermodule word ready at its output. Assume 
that a data word for the currently described call is now 
at the output of FIFO 204 within receiver 121-1 when it 
is scanned. This makes line 282-1 a 1. 
Once every time slot, as shown on FIG. 8, network 

control 115 applies a binary 1 over conductor 240 to 
timing generator 283 which causes it to produce the 
control pulses required by circuitry within logic 205. 
One output (path 260) of the timing generator controls 
the receiver scanning operation by incrementing 
counter 206 periodically. The counter's output is con 
nected to the address input of multiplexors 207 and 208; 
and, therefore, the incrementing of counter 206 ad 
vances the multiplexors from position to position. This 
effectively connects the terminal on the left side of each 
multiplexor with each of the paths on their right side, 
one at a time, in sequence. 

Multiplexor 208 extends a ground or binary 0 from its 
left side to the output terminal conductor 214 represent 
ing the current position of the multiplexor. Thus, the 
sequencing of this multiplexor through its various posi 
tions applies a ground to the EN input of the FIFO in 
each receiver in sequence, one at a time. The RDY 
outputs from the receivers are connected via paths 282 
to the inputs of multiplexor 207. If the ready output of 
a scanned receiver on a path 282 is a 1, the multiplexor 
207 extends the 1 to the middle input of AND gates 263 
and 265. This 1 partially enables each of these gates. 
Another input of these AND gates is controlled by the 
potential applied to line 211 which receives the output 
of bit 9 (CSLOT) of the scanned FIFO 204 as shown in 
FIG. 11. This bit is a 1 if the FIFO output represents a 
conference call; it is a 0 for nonconference call. Thus, 
the right-hand input of gate 263 is a 1 for a conference 
call and at such times, inverter 264 applies a 0 to the 
left-hand input of gate 265. For a nonconference call, 
path 21 is a 0, and the output of inverter 264 applies a 
1 to the left-hand input of AND gate 265. 
Timing generator 283 applies a pulse over path 261 to 

the remaining inputs of the two AND gates. This pulse 
fully enables either AND gate 263 for a conference call 
or AND gate 265 for a nonconference call. The output 
of these gates extends to the control circuitry for RAM 
317 and causes information read out of a scanned FIFO 
to be written into RAM 317 as described in the follow 
ing paragraphs. 
The word is read out of FIFO 204 of receiver 21-1 

for the current call is placed on paths 209, 210, and 21. 
The information format of this word is shown in FIG. 
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11. Path 209 receives the time slot information (bits 
10-15). Path 211 receives the C-slot bit (bit 9). Path 210 
receives the PCM data plus (bits 1-8) and the activity 
bit (bit 0). 
RAM 317 is shown diagrammatically on FIG. 3 as 

having a left half which is used for the serving of all 
intermodule calls and a right half which is used only on 
intermodule conference calls. PCM information and the 
ACT bit on path 210 are entered into the nonconference 
data field and the ACT field, respectively, on each 
intermodule call. For intermodule conference calls, an 
activity bit is entered into the CACT field and the PCM 
data is entered into the conference data field. The cur 
rently described call is of the nonconference type. 
Therefore, the C-slot bit on path 211 is a 0; AND gate 
263 is not fully enabled; and AND gate 265 is fully 
enabled. The C-slot bit of 0 on path 211 is also extended 
upwardly on FIG. 2 to the control input of multiplexer 
212 to set it to its 0 position in which its 0 input and path 
209 is connected to its output on path 245. This permits 
the time slot information on path 209 to be extended to 
multiplexer 212, through it and out over path 245 to the 
1 input of multiplexor 313. Multiplexor 313 is set to its 
1 input at this time by a 1 on path 248 from network 
control. This extends the time slot information on path 
245 through multiplexor 313 to the address input of 
RAM 317. RAM 317 is currently receiving on path 210 
the ACT bit and the PCM data read out of FIFO 204. 
The left portion of the RAM is activated at this time 
since conductor 244 within path 340 is a 1 to indicate a 
nonconference call. The information on path 210 is now 
written into the left portion of the RAM with the time 
slot number on path 245 being used as RAM address 
information. For a conference type call, path 242 within 
path 340 would be a 1 and the right half of the RAM 
would be written with the information on path 210. 
FIG. 6 discloses RAM 317 in additional detail. Spe 

cifically, RAM 317 comprises a conference RAM 600 
and a nonconference RAM 601. On a nonconference 
call, path 244 is a 1 and, at such times, this 1 is extended 
through OR gate 605 to strobe RAM 601 which writes 
the PCM data and ACT bit on path 210 into its data 
field and ACT field under control of the time slot num 
ber on path 245 as address information. This address 
information is extended through multiplexor 313 and 
over path 610 to the address input of RAMs 600 and 
601. This information from path 210 is applied to RAM 
601 under control of a 1 on path 248 extending from 
network control 115. The 1 on path 248 activates the 1 
input of each of multiplexors 313, 602, and 603. RAM 
600 is not written at this time since path 242 is not en 
abled. 
Network control 115 periodically sets the activity bit 

to 0 in each RAM 600 and RAM 601 location associated 
with an idle time slot. This is done at time B on line 241 
of FIG. 8. Network control does this by (1) applying a 
0 to path 248 to select the 0 inputs of multiplexors 313, 
602, and 603, (2) by applying the appropriate RAM 
address information to path 246, and (3) by applying a 
strobe signal to path 241. The ground signal on the 0 
input of multiplexors 602 and 603 enter a 0 as an ACT 
bit into the addressed RAM location. Note that as new 
call data is moved from receivers 121 to RAM 601 or 
RAM 600, 1s are written into the ACT fields of the 
addressed RAM location to replace the priorly written 
OS. 
Network module 105-0 receives words transmitted to 

it from other modules for other calls at the same time 
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and in the same manner as for the currently described 
call. These other words are processed in the same man 
ner as already described with each word being read out 
of a receiver 121 and entered into RAM 317. 
The duty cycle of RAM 317 is subdivided into a read 

portion and a write portion for each system time slot. 
The system uses part of a time slot time to write re 
ceived call information into RAM 317; it spends the 
remaining portion of the time slot time to read out the 
RAM. The potential on lead 248 selects the input of 
multiplexor 313 that is active at any given time. Lead 
248 is a 1 when input 1 is active and at that time the 
ACT bit and the PCM data of the call word on path 210 
are written into RAM 317 under control of the time slot 
information applied to the address input of the RAM. 
Network control 115 makes lead 248 a 0 when RAM 

317 is to be read out. At such times, network control 
applies time slot address information over path 246 via 
multiplexor 313 to the RAM to read out the current 
contents of a specified RAM location. If the readout 
ACT bit is a 1, indicating that the time slot is serving a 
call, network control 115 strobes the appropriate de 
coder 304 or 305 over path 226-a or 226-b and causes 
the information read out of the data fields to be entered 
into the decoder, translated from PCM to PAM form 
and applied to the PAM bus 120. For the current call, 
network control 115 applies a time slot number of 5 to 
path 246 to read out RAM 317 at its location 5. This 
applies the PCM data in RAM location 5 from the non 
conference portion of RAM 317 to path 318, strobes 
decoders 304 over path 226-a when the ACT bit of 1 is 
read out and applied to path 319-a, causes the PCM data 
on path 318 to be entered into the decoder, translated to 
PAM, and to be applied to the PAM bus 120. All this 
occurs during the occurrence of system time slot 5 
within network control 115. The information applied to 
PAM bus 120 at that time is then extended through port 
circuit 118-0 to station 109-0 which is assumed to be 
involved with the currently described call in module 0. 

It was assumed in the previous paragraphs that the 
intermodule links 117 shown on FIGS. 2 and 3 comprise 
the intermodule links 117-0 of module 0 on FIG. I. In 
connection with that assumption, it has been described 
how network module 0 received an intermodule word 
over path 114-1 from module 1 during the serving of the 
current call. It was further described how this word 
was entered into receiver 121-1, and how it was subse 
quently read out of the receiver under control of con 
trol logic 205 and entered into RAM 317. It was further 
described how this information is read out of RAM 317 
by network control 115, applied to the decoders 304, 
translated by them from PCM to PAM, applied to PAM 
bus 120, and from there extended through line port 
circuit 118-0 of FIG. 1 to station 109-0. 

It was further described how network module 0 may 
also receive information for other intermodule calls 
over paths 114. Thus, module 0 can receive other call 
words from module 1 over path 114-1 representing 
other intermodule calls involving both modules 0 and 1. 
Similarly, module 0 can receive call words over other 
ones of the paths 114 from other network modules for 
the serving of intermodule calls involving module 0 and 
these other network modules. 

It should be appreciated that all network modules 
contains circuitry identical to that of FIGS. 2 and 3. 
Therefore, for the present call involving modules 0 and 
1, links 117 of network module 1 function in an identical 
manner to that already described to receive and process 
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the call information transmitted to module 1 by module 
0 over path 114-0. S. 
The following describes how the circuitry of FIGS. 2 

and 3 generates the call information words that are 
transmitted by module 0 to module 1 for the serving of 
the present call. Reference is made in this description to 
FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 10. On FIG. 1, the words trans 
mitted from module 0 to module 1 are transmitted over 
path 114-0 from transmitter 122 of module 0 to receiver 
0 of module 1. Transmitter 122 and path 114-0 are 
shown on the lower right-hand corner of FIG. 3. The 
words that are transmitted over this path have the for 
mat shown in FIG. 10. Transmitter 122 forms this word 
from the information it receives from the various circuit 
elements of FIG. 3. The PCM data is supplied to the 
transmitter over path 326 by encoders 301. The time 
slot information and the module ID information are 
supplied over path 325 to the transmitter from the cor 
respondingly designated fields of RAM 321. The ACT 
bit is supplied to the transmitter from the RAM over 
path 324. However, this bit is not in the transmitted 
word and is used only as a gating bit to advise the trans 
mitter whether the time slot and module ID information 
read out of RAM321 at a given address location does or 
does not represent that of an active call. Transmitter 122 
responds to the information received over paths 324, 
325, and 326; it forms the intermodule word shown in 
FIG. 10; and it applies this word to path 114-0. The 
word is received by and entered into receiver 0 of each 
of modules 1 through 11 as shown on FIG. 1. However, 
since the transmitted word contains the module ID of 
module 1, only the receiver of module 1 processes the 
word and enters it into its FIFO 204 for subsequent use. 
The word is ignored by the receivers of the other mod 
ules when their PROM 255 determines that the ID 
number in the word does not match that to which these 
other modules are programmed to respond. 
The following describes in further detail how the 

circuitry of FIGS. 2 and 3 generates and transmits inter 
module call words to other modules. The PAM infor 
mation on bus 120 is applied to the encoders 301. The 
encoders contain the circuitry required to convert in 
formation from PAM to PCM form and to apply the 
converted information onto path 326. Encoders 301 
receive timing signals from network control 115 via 
path 231. These signals control the interaction of the 
various elements comprising the encoders so that they 
respond to the PAM information on bus 120 for succes 
sive time slots, convert the PAM information for each 
active time slot into PCM form for each intermodule 
call, and apply the converted information to transmitter 
122 via path 326. 
The current call is assumed to be served in time slot 

5 of module 0 and time slot 10 of module 1. Therefore, 
it is necessary that each word transmitted to module 1 
for this call contain the module ID of module 1 as well 
as a time slot number of 10. Network control 115 and 
the CC interface 116 together enter into RAM. 321 the 
information the RAM requires for serving the call. As 
soon as common control 101 of FIG. 1 determines the 
stations and modules that are involved on the current 
call, it applies information over bus system 104 to cause 
CC interface 116 and network control 115 to write the 
required time slot number and module ID number of 
module 1 in RAM. 321 of module 0. With reference to 
FIG. 5, common control performs this operation by 
transmitting a data word having a format shown in 
FIG.9 to register 502 of CC interface 116. At the same 
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time, common control applies the necessary timing and 
control signals to control element 501 to activate timing 
generator 503. The timing generator drives lead 277 to 
a 0 state as shown on the timing diagram of FIG.8. This 
lead extends to the control input of multiplexor 322 to 
cause it to connect its 0 input signalwise with the ad 
dress input of the RAM 321. The 0 input of multiplexor 
322 is connected to lead 249 which extends to the CC 
interface 116 and, within the CC interface, lead 249 
extends to the output of the data register 502 field that 
receives the CC address bits as shown on FIG. 9. For 
the currently described call, these bits contain a binary 
5 which is now applied as time slot address information 
to RAM 321. Lead 228 extending from the CC interface 
receives the contents of the time slot number and mod 
ule ID number fields of data register 502. This informa 
tion is now written into location 5 of RAM 321 under 
control of the address information on path 249. A time 
slot number of 10 is now written into the RAM since the 
currently described call is served by time slot 10 of 
module 1. The information written into the module ID 
field of RAM 321 is the appropriate ID number for 
module 1. Path 228 also writes a 1 in the ACT field of 
the RAMs to indicate an active call. Decoder 504 of the 
CC interface applies a strobe signal at this time to path 
243. This signal is applied on FIG. 3 to the strobe input 
of the status RAM to cause it to write in its location 5 
the information currently applied to it via path 228. 
Common control changes the state of path 277 from 

a 0 to a 1 following the completion of this write opera 
tion. This change of state of path 277 occurs at the time 
shown in FIG. 8. The 1 now on lead 277 activates input 
1 of multiplexor 322 so that the RAM may be controlled 
on a subsequent read operation by the time slot address 
information supplied from network control over path 
224. 
Timing generator 551 generates and applies to path 

224 signals representing time slot numbers specifying 
the current state of module 0 for encoding operations. 
Each time slot number that is applied to path 224 is 
extended through multiplexor 322 to the address input 
of RAM. 321. The receipt of this address information 
causes the RAM to read out the contents of its three 
fields for the specified address. For the current call, 
when timing generator 551 applies a 5 to path 224 to 
represent time slot 5 for module 0, RAM. 321 reads out 
the information currently stored in its location 5. The 
time slot field is a 10, the module ID is that for module 
1, and the ACT bit is a 1 to indicate a currently active 
call. This information is applied to the transmitter 122 
over paths 324 and 325. At the same time, encoders 301 
apply over path 326 to the transmitter the encoded 
PCM information for the call served by this module 
during its time slot 5. The transmitter 122 combines the 
information received over paths 325 and 326 and forms 
a word having the format shown in FIG. 10. This word 
is transmitted to module 1 over path 114-0 and is served 
by module 1 in a manner analogous to that described for 
module 0. Specifically, the word transmitted by module 
0 to module 1 is entered into receiver 1 of module 1, 
read out of its FIFO 204, entered into its RAM 317, 
read out of the RAM, applied to its decoders 304, con 
verted from PCM to PAM by the decoders, applied to 
its bus 120, and extended through the appropriate line 
port circuit to station 130-0. 
The above described readout of RAM. 321 in module 

0 is repeated during every occurrence of the time slot 5 
encoding time in module 1. Network control applies 
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other time slot numbers over path 224 to RAM. 321 at 
other times, other locations of the RAM are read out, 
the read out information is combined with PCM infor 
mation on path 326 to form other call words, and trans 
mitter 122 transmits these other words to the other 
modules that may be involved with module 0 at this 
time in the serving of intermodule calls. 
FIG. 4 discloses further details of PAM bus 120, 

decoders 304 and 305, as well as encoders 301. Encod 
ers 301 of FIG. 3 comprise the plurality of individual 
encoders 301-0 through 301-7. Decoders 304 comprise 
the decoders 304-0 and 304-1. Decoders 305 comprise 
the decoders 305-0 and 305-1. These elements are well 
known in the art and may be similar to those used in the 
Bell System for the D3 channel bank data terminals of 
the T1 carrier system. The PAM bus 120 comprises 
amplifiers 411, 412, and 413 as well as input conductors 
403-0 through 403-2 for the amplifiers and output con 
ductors 404-0 and 404-1. Each decoder and encoder of 
FIG. 4 includes the required port circuits time division 
switches comparable to those in elements 118 and 119. 

It may be assumed for the purposes of this description 
that the PAM buses operate on a 64-time slot basis with 
each time slot having a duration of approximately one 
microsecond. A D3 channel bank encoder can convert 
a PAM signal to PCM in approximately 5.18 microsec 
onds. The encoders 301 operate the presently disclosed 
system at a slower rate and make a conversion from 
PAM to PCM in approximately 8 microseconds. Thus, 
each encoder 300 encodes only every eighth time slot. 
For example, encoder 301-0 encodes time slots 0, 8, 16, 
24, 32, 40, 48, and 56. Encoder 300-1 encodes time slot 
1, 9, 17, 25, 33, 41, 49, and 57. Encoders 300-2 through 
300-7 function in a similar manner with regard to the 
remaining time slots. Network control 115 controls the 
operation of the encoders via bus 231 in such a manner 
so as to cause the appropriate encoder to place its en 
coded output information on path 326 after the encoder 
has converted its PAM input information to PCM form. 
Thus, every microsecond of system operation, a differ 
ent encoder places a PCM data word onto path 326 
which on FIG. 3 extends to the input of transmitter 122. 
Each decoder element 304 and 305 converts PCM data 
to PAM form with a delay of approximately one micro 
second. On nonconference calls, only decoders 304-0 
and 304-1 are used and each decoder serves alternate 
time slots. Decoders 305 function in a similar manner 
for conference type calls. 
The following describes how the circuitry of FIG. 4, 

which is assumed to be in module 0, functions in con 
nection with the currently described call. The call is 
being served by module 0 in PAM time slot 5, and sta 
tion 109-0 and line port circuit 118-0 are involved on the 
call. Port circuit 118-0 places PAM information on path 
403-0 that is applied to inputs of amplifiers 411,412, and 
413. This information is extended through amplifier 413 
and out over path 404-2 to the input of the encoders 301. 
Encoder 301-5 serves PAM time slot 5, it encodes the 
PAM information it receives on path 402-2 to PCM 
form and, with a delay of seven microseconds, it applies 
this PCM information over path 326 of the transmitter 
122. 
The conversion of information from PAM to PCM 

by the encoders takes a finite time interval, namely 
seven microseconds and, thus, the PCM information for 
a given time slot appears on path 326 seven time slots 
subsequent to the time slot in which the PAM informa 
tion is applied to the encoder input. For the current call, 
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18 
encoders 301 receive the PAM information during 
PAM time slot 5 and apply it out onto path 326 in PCM 
form during PAM time slot 12. 

Decoders 304 receive the PCM information for the 
currently described call; they decode it; and they apply 
it to the PAM bus conductor 403-2 during each occur 
rence of PAM time slot 5. Decoder 304-1 serves the odd 
numbered. PAM time slots and therefore it is active 
during each occurrence of PAM time slot 5. PCM infor 
mation for the call is read out of RAM 317 and applied 
over path 318 to decoder 304-1. It decodes the informa 
tion from PCM to PAM, applies it over path 403-2, 
through amplifier 411, over path 404-0, through line 
port circuit 118-0 to station 109-0. Each decoder takes 
approximately one microsecond to perform its decod 
ing function. Therefore, since decoder 304-1 must apply 
its output information for the present call onto the PAM 
bus 120 during PAM time slot 5, it must receive the 
PCM data that is to be decoded one microsecond ear 
lier. This requires that path 246 (FIG. 3) apply a 5 as 
address information to the RAM 317 during each occur 
rence of PAM time slot 4. 
A similar relationship exists between the currently 

active time slot on PAM bus 120 and the encode time 
slot number applied to RAM. 321 over path 224. It has 
already been mentioned that each encoder 301 on FIG. 
4 takes approximately seven microseconds to convert 
received PAM information to PCM. For the current 
call, encoder 301-5 receives PAM information on path 
404-2 during PAM time slot 5, and after a seven micro 
second delay applies the information onto path 326 in 
PCM form during the occurrence of PAM time slot 12. 
Because of this, network control 115 must apply a time 
slot number of 5 over path 224 to the address input of 
RAM 321 not during the occurrence of PAM time slot 
5, but rather, during the occurrence of PAM time slot 
12 since it is at this time that the information for PAM 
time slot 5 appears in PCM form on path 326. 
The time relationship described in the preceding par 

agraphs is shown on FIG. 7. The top line indicates the 
currently active PAM time slot. It can be seen, on the 
second line, that the system applies a time slot address 
of 5 to path 246 to read out location 5 of RAM 317 
during the occurrence of PAM time slot 4. This is re 
quired because of the one-microsecond delay in the 
decoders. It can further be seen that by comparing the 
top and bottom lines that network control applies a time 
slot address of 62 over path 224 to RAM321 during the 
occurrence of PAM time slot 5. This is necessary since 
the information that was applied to the encoders during 
PAM time slot 62 does not appear in PCM form at the 
output of the encoders until seven microseconds later, 
namely until the occurrence of time slot 5. 
The summing amplifiers 411, 412, and 413 are similar 

to those well known in the art and, in particular, to 
those currently used in the DIMENSION (R) PBX man 
ufactured by the Western Electric Company. The same 
comments are applicable to the line port circuits 118 
and the trunk port circuits 119. 

Decoders 305 are similar to decoders 304. All of the 
decoders are controlled by timing signals transmitted to 
them from network control over paths 226-a or 226-b. 
The signals on paths 226 cause each decoder to be ac 
tive during the occurrence of the assigned time slot. 
The signals on path 231 cause each encoder 301 to be 
active during its assigned time slot. 
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Conference Call Description 
The following describes how the system of the pres 

ent invention serves a conference call involving station 
109-0 of module 0, 130-0 of module 1, and 140-0 of 
module 11. Let it be assumed that module 0 serves the 
call during time slot 5, module 1 during time slot 10, and 
module 11 during its time slot 23. 
Each module can transmit only a single call word at 

a time to the other modules. Therefore, the serving of a 
conference call requires that a transmitting module such 
as module 0 apply a word to bus 114-0 and that each of 
the other two modules on the call, namely module 1 and 
module 11, receive and respond to the transmitted 
word, process it, and apply the "speech' information 
contained in it to the station involved on the call within 
the module. It has been described how each module 
transmits an intermodule word to the other module on 
nonconference intermodule calls and how the ID num 
ber contained in each transmitted word is the mecha 
nism by which the receiving module determines that it 
is to receive and respond to the transmitted word. On 
such calls, the transmitted module ID number specifies 
a unique module. 
Each module serving a conference call transmits a 

word containing a special module ID number that spec 
ifies the plurality of modules that are to receive and 
respond to the word. Each time module 0 transmits an 
intermodule word pertaining to the present conference 
call, it inserts into the word a special ID number that 
specifies that both modules 1 and 11 are to respond. 
This word is applied by module 0 to path 114-0 and is 
entered into receiver 0 of both modules 1 and 1. 

Each module involved on a conference call receives 
intermodule words from all other modules serving the 
call. The "speech' information contained in each of 
these words must be processed by the the receiving 
module and applied concurrently to its PAM bus 120. 
Thus for the present call, module 0 receives a word 
over path 114-1 from module 1 and also receives a word 
from module 11 over path 114-11. With reference to 
FIGS. 2 and 3 and assuming the circuitry shown on 
these figures to be part of module 0, the word it receives 
on path 114-11 is processed in the manner described 
priorly for a nonconference call and is read out of the 
left-hand portion of RAM 317, and applied by decoders 
304 to PAM bus 120 during PAM time slot 5. At the 
same time, the word module 0 receives from module 1 
on path 114-1 is processed by receiver 121-1; the word 
is written into the conference portion of the RAM 317; 
it is subsequently read out of the RAM into decoders 
305; and is applied by decoders 305 to PAM bus 120 
concurrently with the information read out of the left 
hand portion of the RAM and applied by decoders 304 
to the PAM bus. 
FIG. 14 shows the module ID and time slot informa 

tion that is contained in each of the intermodule words 
transmitted between modules for the present confer 
ence call. It can be seen that module 0 transmits an 
intermodule word to module 1 and 11, that the module 
ID number contained in this word is a 33, that module 
1 serves the call in time slot 10, that module 1 serves 
the call in time slot 23, and that the word contains a 10 
in its time slot field. For the currently described call, 
module 0 transmits to modules 1 and 11 an intermodule 
word that contains a module ID number of 33 and a 
time slot number of 10. Module 1 processes this word in 
the same manner as for a nonconference call since the 
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20 
received word correctly specifies the time slot number 
in which module 1 is to serve the call. However, mod 
ule 11 must first convert the received time slot informa 
tion of 10 to a 23 in order to process a word. 

Each module on a conference call receives an inter 
module word from each of the other modules involved 
on the call. For the present call, module 0 receives a 
word from module 1 over path 114-1 on FIG. 1. It also 
further receives a word from module 11 on path 114-1. 
As shown on FIG. 4, the word received by module 0 
from module 1 has a module ID of 33 and a specified 
time slot of 23. Module 0 determines that this is a con 
ference call from the module ID number and serves the 
call during its PAM time slot 5 even though the re 
ceived word specifies time slot 23. The word that mod 
ule 0 receives from module 1 has a module ID number 
of 12 and it contains a 5 in its time slot field. Module 0 
processes this word in the same manner as for a noncon 
ference call since the received word correctly specifies 
the time slot in which module 0 is to serve the call. 
FIG. 15 discloses the spectrum of module ID num 

bers that are used to serve both conference and noncon 
ference calls. Column a contains the module ID num 
bers 0 through 11; they are used on nonconference calls; 
and each module ID number in this series directly speci 
fies the receiving module. In other words, a module ID 
of 0 indicates an intermodule word to which module 0 
is to respond; a module ID of 1 specifies module 1, and 
so on for the remainder of the module ID numbers 
through 1. Columns b, c, and d contain the module ID 
numbers 12 through 143. These numbers are used on 
conference type calls and, on each such call, one mod 
ule is designated as being in the normal call serving 
mode while the other mode is in the conference call 
serving mode. Thus, for a module of ID 12, module 0 is 
in the normal mode and module 1 is in the conference 
mode. This means that module 0 serves the received call 
word in the same manner as it does for a nonconference 
call. However, module 1 processes the word by first 
converting the received time slot number to that of the 
time slot in which the module is to serve the call. 
The manner in which the various modules serve calls 

for the remainder of the ID numbers 13 through 143 
may be determined from columns b, c, and d on FIG. 
15. For module IDs 12 through 22, module 0 serves 
each call word in the normal manner. The modules in 
the subcolumn designated "CONF MODE' receive the 
words for the indicated module IDs and process each 
received word in the conference mode. Similarly, mod 
ule 1 is in the normal mode for IDs 23 through 33 while 
the modules in the subcolumn designated "CONF 
MODE'' serve these call words by converting the re 
ceived time slot number in the received word to that of 
the time slot in which each such module can serve the 
call. A similar relationship exists between module IDs 
and modules for the remainder of the ID numbers in 
cluding 33 through 143. 

For the currently described call, the word transmit 
ted by module 0 to modules 1 and , contains a module 
ID of 33. On FIG. 15, it may be seen that the receiving 
modules for a module ID of 33 are modules and . It 
may be further seen that module processes this word 
in the normal manner while module 11 processes it in 
the conference mode. 
The following paragraphs describe how the circuitry 

of FIGS. 2 and 3, which is assumed to be in module (0, 
receives call words from module i and module 1 in 
connection with the presently described conference 
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call. It is described how module 0 processes both of 
these words and applies the "speech" information in 
them onto PAM bus 120 for transmission to station 
109-0 via line port circuit 118-0. It can be seen on the 
top two lines of FIG. 14 that module 0 receives a first 
call word from module 1 with a module ID of 133. This 
word contains slot of 23 even though module 0 is cur 
rently serving the call in its PAM time slot 5. The cir 
cuitry of module 0 must therefore convert the received 
time slot number of 23 to a 5 to serve the call. It further 
can be seen on FIG. 14 that module 0 receives a second 
call word containing a module ID of 12, that this word 
is received from module 11, and that the word contains, 
a time slot number of 5. Module 0 processes this call 
word in the same manner as for a nonconference call 

O 

15 

word since the time slot number in the received word. 
matches time slot in which the module 0 is serving the 
call. 
The following paragraphs further describe how the 

PCM samples in the two received words are entered 
into RAM 317, subsequently read out of the RAM and 
applied to decoders 304 and 305, converted by them 

each occurrence of PAM time slot 5, and from there. 
extended through line port circuit 118-0 to station 
109-0. . . . . 

20 

22 
the address input of RAM 230. The conference RAM 
230 is priorly initialized by network control and CC 
interface 116 with information which enables it to trans 
late a received time slot number at its input to the time 
slot number in which the module can serve a conference 
call. This is done as part of an initialization procedure 
by CC interface during which it applies the required 
strobe signals to path 247 and the required translation 
information to path 228-a. For the currently described 
call, when RAM 230 receives a time slot number of 23. 
at its address input, it reads out a time slot number of 5 
to the 1 input of multiplexor 212. The 1 input of the 
multiplexor is active at this time because of the C-slot 
bit of 1 which is applied to path 211. Thus, the time slot , 
number of 5 is passed through multiplexor 212, applied 
to the 1 input of multiplexor 313, and extended through . 
it to the address input of RAM 317. A conference activ 

sity bit of 1 and the PCM data now on path 210 are 
written into the right-hand fields of RAM 317s. 
At this time, the NON CONFDATA field of 

location 5 of RAM 317 contains the PCM data for the 
* call word received by receiver 121-11 that was pro 

from PCM to PAM, placed on the PAM: bus during 
25 

The word that is transmitted by module 11 to module 
0 is of the type shown in FIG. 10 and is received by purposes. Both activity 
module 0 on path 114-11 and entered into its receiver 
121-11. This word is processed by the receiver in the 30. 
manner priorly described in connection with the serv 
ing of a nonconference calls by module 0. In the course : 
of this processing, the FIFO 204 of receiver 121-11 is 
written with a word having the format shown in FIG. 
11. The time slot field of this word contains a 5, the 35 
C-slot bit is a 0 since the time slot information in the 
received word correctly specifies the time slot in which 

- this module serves the call. The PCM data field con 
...tains the "speech” information for the call. The activity 
- (ACT) bit is a 1 to indicate an active call. The informa 
tion in the FIFO of receiver 121-11 is read out onto 
paths 209, 210, and 211 when this receiver is scanned by 

. . the control logic 205 and multiplexors 207 and 208. The 
through multiplexor 212, through multiplexor 313 to 

circuitry of FIGS. 2 and 3 receives two different inter 

40 

cessed in the same manner as for a nonconference call. 
Further at this time, the “CONF DATA" field of loca 
tion 5 of RAM 317 contains the PCM data for the call. 
word received by receiver 121-1 that was processed 
using conference RAM 230 for time slot translation 

fields (ACT and CACT) now 
contain a 1. 

120. From there, it is extended through line port circuit. . 
118-0 to station 190-0. . . . . . . ... . . . . 
The preceding paragraphs have described how the 

module call words on a conference type call, writes the 
timeslot information is read out onto path 209, extended. 

45 
address RAM 317 with a timeslot number of 5. The 0 . 
data field information and the activity bit on path 210 to 
be written into the correspondingly designated left 
hand portions of RAM 317. 

on path 211 activates gate 265 which causes the PCM 

50 
... The word that module 0 receives from module 1 for. 

... this conference call is received on path 114-1 and is 
entered into the shift register 202 of receiver 121-1. The . 
received module ID number of 133 addresses a location 

55 of PROM 255 which generates output information spec 
ifying that module 0 is to process this word with the use - 
of its conferencing facilities. FIFO 204 is written with a 
word of the type shown in FIG. 11. This word has a 
time slot number of 23, and a C-slot bit of 1. The FIFO. 
is subsequently read out under the control of multiplex 60 
ors 207 and 208, and the C-slot bit of 1 on path 211 . 
activates gate 263. This causes RAM 317 to write the 
information it receives on path 210 into its right-hand, 
fields. The time slot. number of 23 is read out of the 
FIFO onto path 209 and applied to the 1 input of multi 
plexor 233 whose control input is set to a 1 at this time 
by CC interface 116 over path 277. The time slot infor 
mation is therefore extended through the multiplexor to 

65. 

'pertinent information into the two halves of RAM 317, . 
and reads out the RAM contents into decoders 304 and 
305 which convert the information, from PCM to PAM 
and extend it over PAM bus 120 to station 109-0. 
The serving of the current conference call requires 

transmitter 122 of module 0 to generate an intermodule 
call word that is to be applied over path 114-0 to both 
module 1 and module 11. As shown on FIG. 14, this 
transmitted word has a time slot number of 10 and a -5. 
module ID number of 33. This word is generated by . . . 
transmitter 122 in the same manner as priorly described . . . 
for the nonconference type call under control of RAM 
321. Common control 101 determines that the currently 
described call is of the conference type; it determines 
the call information that must be transmitted between . 
modules in order to serve the call; it writes a timeslot 
number of 10 in the time slot field of RAM321; it writes. 
a module ID of 33 in the module ID field; and it writes: . 
a 1 in the activity field. The word to be transmitted by . . . . 
module 0 is formed each time path 224 applies a PAM. . . 
time slot number of 5 to the address input of RAM 321 
via multiplexor 322. At such times, RAM321 is read out . . . . 
and applies a time slot number of 10 and a module ID 
number of 33 to transmitter 122 over path 325. The 
transmitter combines that information with the PCM 

Subsequently, network control 115 changes the state . . . 
of path 248 from a 1 to a 0 and applies time slot address . 
information to path 246 to read out RAM 317. When . . 
path 246 applies a time slot number of 5 to RAM 317, all ... 
fields of the RAM are read out with the nonconference. 
data field information being applied to decoders 304 and, 
with the conference data field information being applied 
to decoders 305. These decoders convert the received 
PCM information to PAM and apply it to PAM bus 
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information for the call on path 326 and forms a word 
that is transmitted over path 114-0 to modules 1 and 11. 
A word of this type shown in FIG. 13 is read out of 

PROM 255 whenever the PROM receives an ID num 
ber as address information from shift register 202 via 
path 284. For ID numbers to which the module is to 
respond, a word is generating having a 1 for the enable 
bit, a 1 for the activity bit, and a 0 or a 1 for the C-slot 
bit. The C-slot bit is a 1 when the circuitry of FIGS. 2 
and 3 is to process the word with the use of the confer 
ence RAM 230 for a conference type call. The C-slot bit 
is a 0 for nonconference calls and for conference calls 
when the received word is to be processed in the same 
manner as for a nonconference call and entered into the 
left half of RAM 317. A valid word of the type shown 
in FIG. 13 is not generated by PROM 255 upon the 
receipt of intermodule call words containing ID num 

O 

15 

24 
Common control 101 writes into status RAM 321 and 

conference RAM 230 using the CC interface 116 as 
above described. It also interfaces via the CC interface 
to network control 115. Common control uses this con 
nection to network control to perform the functions of 
distributing the network orders and scanning the net 
work status. This function is accomplished by causing 
CC interface 116 to transmit to network control 115 
signals on paths 223 (CC OP-CODE), 229 (CC 
STROBE), 232 (CC DATA IN), and 228 (CC DATA 
OUT). Network control. 115 decodes the CCOP 
CODE and performs the necessary control functions. 
Network control 115 comprises an oscillator 550, a 

timing generator 551, and a line and trunk control ele 
ment 552. The oscillator runs at appropriate frequency 
to generate the time base signal required for timing 
generator 551. The timing generator 551 applies a signal 

bers to which module 0 is not to respond. In such cases, 
all three bits of the word shown O FIG. 3 are 0. 

Description Of FIG. 5 
20 

: FIG. 5 discloses further details of network control 
115 and CC interface 116. The CC interface is directly 
controlled by information transmitted to it from com 

. ... mon control 101 via the bus system 104. Common con 
trol performs this function by transmitting a data word 
to CC interface over the data bus and by transmitting 

is appropriate address and control signals over the I/O 
... and address bus to control element 501. The informa 
,tion on the data bus is applied to data register 502 over 
path 505 and is gated into the register by means of a 
signal on path 506 from control 501. The word format 
of the information in the data register is shown on FIG. 
Upon receipt of a complete word, control 501 gener 

ates a word complete signal which is applied to the 
timing generator 503. This signal conditions the timing 
generator to react to a true signal, a binary 1, on path 
227 from the timing generator 551 of network control 
115. Timing generator 503 reacts to the signals on path 
227 and the output of control 501 as shown on the tim 
sing diagram of FIG.8. Timing generator 503 generates 

25 

periodically to path 227 to control timing generator 503 
of CC interface 116. The timing generator. 551 also 
applies the required signals to the conductors within 
path 530 to control the circuitry of FIGS. 2 and 3. The 
line and trunk control 552 exchanges the indicated in 
formation with the CC interface on paths 223, 229, 232, 
and 228 to perform its required operations. The output 
signals generated by the line and trunk control are ap 
plied to path 113 which, as shown on FIG. 1, extends to 

30 

the module port circuits to control them in their opera 
tion and, in particular, to advance the time slot shift 
register within each port circuit. The line and trunk 
control 552 also performs scanning operations to deter 
mine the current hook status of each port circuit. The 
information derived by the line and trunk control is 
transmitted over path 232 to the driver amplifier .512 
within the CC interface. From there, the information is 
extended under control of the strobesignal on path 509 
to the data bus and back to common: control. The line 

40 

a pulse on path 229 which strobes the decoder 504, as 
well as the line and trunk control 552 of network con 
trol 115. Timing generator 503 also applies a signal to 
path 277 which is extended on FIGS. 2 and 3 to the 
control inputs of multiplexors 233 and 322 to determine 
the multiplexor input that is to be active. 

Decoder. 504 receives the OP-CODE field output 
data register. 502 as shown on FIG. 9. The decoder 
decodes the 4-bit OP-CODE and generates two differ 
ent output signals. If the OP-CODE designates that the 
conference RAM 230 is to be written, an active signal is 
applied over path 247, (also designated CCWRT) to the 
strobe input of RAM 230 to write it with the informa 
tion currently on path 228-a. The information on path 
228-a contains the time slot information stored in regis 
ter 502 as shown in FIG. 9. If the OP-CODE indicates 
that RAM321 is to be written, a signal is applied by the 
decoder to lead 243, also designated CCWRS. The 

of . 
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and trunk control element is not shown in further detail 
since its details comprise no part of the present inven 
tion and are well known in the art. . . . . . The following paragraphs describe the nature and 
purpose of the signal transmitted over each circuit paths 
on FIG. 5. Path 227 applies, a signal from the timing 
generator 551 to the timing generator. 503 to activate. 
timing generator 503 only when a binary 1 is applied to . . . 
path 227. Paths 319 apply the ACT and CACT activity. . . . 
bits from RAM 317 to timing generator 551 to advise it 
whenever a RAM 317 location is read that pertains to . - 
an active call. Path 223 applies the OP-CODE informa 
tion in data register 502 to the line and trunk control 
element 552. Path 229 applies a strobe signal to element 
552 from timing generator 503. Path 228 applies the 
time slot and module ID field of the word in register 502 

55 

60 

signal is applied to the strobe input of the RAM. 321 to. 
write it with the information currently on path 228, also 

to line and trunk control 552. Path 232 applies the out 
put information generated by element 552 via amplifier 
512 to bus system 104. Path 226 applies the control 
signals required by decoders 304 and 305 to determine 
which decoder is to be the active at any given instant of 
time. Path 231 performs the same function with respect 
to the encoders 301. Path 224 extends to multiplexor 322 
to supply encode time slot address information to status 
RAM 321. Path 241 applies a strobesignal to RAM 317. 
Path 248 applies control signals to the control input of 
multiplexor 313 to determine which of its inputs is to be 

designated CC DATA OUT. Only the OP-CODE, 
address, and time slot fields of FIG. 9 contain valid 
information when the RAM 230 is to be written. All 
fields contain information when the status RAM 321 is 
to be written. 

65 
active. Path 246 extends to the 0 input of multiplexor 
313 to supply decode time slot address information to 
RAM. 317. Path 240 applies timing signals to control 
logic 205. Path 319 receives the activity bit information 
read out of RAM 317 and applies it to the timing gener 
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ator 551. Path 277 extends to the control input of multi 
plexors 233 and 322 to determine which of their inputs 
is to be active. Path 247 applies a write strobe signal to 
conference RAM 230. Path 243 applies a strobe signal 
to status RAM 321. Path 249 applies time slot address 
information to the 0 inputs of multiplexors. 233 and 322. 
This time slot information is used when common con 
trol causes CC interface 116 to write call establishment 
information into either of RAMs 230 or 321. Path 228 is 
used to write time slot and module ID information into 10 
status RAM 32i. Path 228a is used to write time slot - 
translation information into conference RAM 230. 

Description of FIG. 8-Timing Diagram . 
The following describes the system functions por 15 

trayed on the timing diagram of FIG.8. The top of the 
figure indicates the time allocated to one timeslot 
which is approximately one microsecond. The lines 
below the one time slot indication are subdivided into 
time segments and each such line portrays the wave 
form applicable to 
segment. the signal on the line during each 
The top line is designated "RAM 317" and the seg 

20 
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two reasons why there is a single read operation and 
two possible write operations. First, this ensures that all 
receivers will have their FIFO registers read out so that 
no newly received word will be lost due to lack of 
available space in a FIFO. Secondly, during periods of 
time in which conference calls are being served, it is 
necessary that more than one write operation be per 
formed in a single time slot since two write operations 
must be performed on RAM 317 for each readout oper 
ation involving a conference call. . . . . . . 

It should be understood that the time slot information 
that is applied to RAM 317 to read it out during the read 
portion of the time slot is not normally the same time 
slot number that is applied to the RAM during the write 
segment of the timeslot. The reason for this is that time 
slot address information is applied to the RAM by net 
work control 115 during the RAM readout while time 
slot address information on write operations is supplied 
by the time slot field of the intermodule word whose 
data field information is currently being written into the 
RAM. 
The third line on FIG.8, the line designated 226, 

ments within the "one time slot" interval indicate the 
function performed by the RAM during a single time 
slot. The first interval is termed "read' and during this 
interval the information in RAM 317 is read out and 
applied to the decoders 304 and 305 under control of 
signals applied to RAM 317 by network control 115. 
The signals received by the RAM and its associated 
circuits during this interval area 0 on path 248 extend-y 
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ing to multiplexor 313 to activate its 0 input. A second 
signal received is PAM time slot addressinformation on 
path 246. This information specifies the address loca-. 

... 35 tions of the RAM 317 that is to be read out. 
... Following the read interval, an interval follows 
termed "write 0s". During this interval, common con- i. 
trol writes Os in the portion of the RAM that was read 
out in the earlier segment of the timeslot. The 0s are 
generated and written into the activity field of the 
RAM by the circuitry shown in detail on FIG. 6. In the 
next portion of the time slot, the RAM is written with 

both of its activity fields. 

represents the wave form for path 226. This signal is a 
- strobe or control signal that is applied to decoders 304 
and 305 when they are to receive to the information 
read out of RAM 317 and applied to them on either path 
318 or 334 or both, depending upon the nature of the 
call. The next line, 319, portrays the signal that is ap-. 
plied to path-319 when the activity bits are read out of 
RAM 317 and applied to the network control and, in 
particular, to the timing generator 551 within network 
control as shown on FIG. 5. This path 319 receives the 
indicated positive signal only in the event that the read 

- out RAM 317 location is associated with an active call 
and therefore has an activity bit of 1 in either one or 
The next line portrays the positive going strobe sig 

nals that are applied by timing generator 283 to path 261. 
during the write segment of RAM 317. These signals 

40 enable either AND gate 263 or 265 to apply a strobe 
signal over path 340 to write data into either the left or 
the right portion of RAM317. The signal on path 261 is 

the information read out of a receiver FIFO that is. 
currently being scanned by control logic 205. The mul 
tiplexors 208 and 207 are set to the position representing 
the scanned receiver during the first portion of the time 

45 

slot which is designated increment counter 206 on the 
second line of FIG.8. This is the leftmost time segment 
on the second line. Following this increment, and when 
the write segment for the RAM occurs, control logic 

generated during each time slot. However, the strobe. 
signal on path 340 is generated only if an intermodule. 
word is currently read out of a scanned receiver 121. 
The next two lines, the lines designated 242 and 244, 
represent the above discussed strobe signals which are 
generated in response to the signal on path 261 when 

50 

205 is in a scan mode, as shown on the second line, so 
that the information read out of the scanned receiver 
FIFO via path 210 is written into RAM 317. At this 
time, common control applies a 1 to path 248 to activate 
the number 1 input of multiplexor 313. During this 
write interval, the address for the RAM is supplied by 
the time slot number in the word read out of the 
scanned FIFO. . . . . . 

ever an intermodule word is read out of the scanned 
receiver. One or the other of the 242 or 244 signals are 
generated-but not both-depending upon the nature 
of the call. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . 
The next line indicates the wave form on path 260. 

These signals increment counter. 206 during the indi 
55 cated time slot segments, The signal on line 240 repre 

sents the wave form that is applied to timing generator 
: 283 of control logic 205 to cause the timing generator to 

Next, with reference to the top two lines of FIG. 8, 
RAM 317 encounters an idle segment while the control 
logic 205 increments counter 206. In the last segment, 
the time slot control logic 205 scans another receiver 
and the information read out of the 
written into RAM 317. . . . . . . . . . . . ' ' 

It should be noted that the counter 206 is incremented 
twice during the timeslot, two receivers can be scanned 
and there can be two write operations into RAM 317 
even though there is only one read operation. There are 

60. 

scanned receiver is . 

65 

generate the control signals required to apply the strobe 
pulse to path 261 as well as to apply, the increment 
signal on path 260 for counter 206. The line designated 
241 portrays the signal that is applied as a strobe input 
to RAM 317 on a write operation when network con 
trol is writing 0s into the RAM317 location that has just 
been read out. The line, designated 248 indicates the 
wave form of the signals that are applied to the control 
input of multiplexor 313 to control which of its inputs is 
to be active. The wave form is a 0 during the first half 
of the time slot when network control supplies time slot. . 
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address information to RAM 317 via the 0 input of 
multiplexor 313. The wave form assumes a positive 1 
value during the second half of the time slot when the 
RAM is written under control of time slot address infor 
mation supplied by the intermodule word read out of 
scanned receiver. 
Wave form 227 

pulse and applies it to conductor 227 for transmission to 
the timing generator 503 of CC interface 116. The re 
ception of this pulse causes timing generator 503 to 
perform the functions priorly described in connection 

5 

indicates the time slot segment in 
which the timing generator 551 generates a positive 

10 

with the discussion of CC interface 116. The wave form. 
designated 277 indicates the time at which the signal, 
applied to path 277 switches from a binary 1 value to a 

nal, multiplexor 233 and conference RAM 230 receives 
time slot address information from the receiver that is 
currently being read out. RAM 321 and multiplexor 322 
then receive time slot address information from net 
work control. When path 277 receives a binary 0, the 0 
input of each multiplexor is activated and, during such 
time, RAMs 230 and 321 receive time slot address infor 
mation supplied from CC interface 116 via path 249. 
During such times, conference RAM 230 is written 
with the time slot translation information transmitted to 

25 
it over path 228-a, RAM. 321 is written with the time 
slot and module ID information for a newly initiated 
call. The line designated 229 on FIG. 8 indicates the 
time slot segment in which the timing generator 503 
applies a strobe signal to the line and trunk control 552 

30 

of network control 115. The lines designated 247 and . 
243 indicate the time slot segment in which a binary 1 is 
applied as a strobe signal to RAM 230 on path 247 and 
to RAM. 321 on path 243. . . . . . . . 
The principals of the present invention may also be 

applied to conference calls involving more than three 
modules. For example, on the serving of a four module 
conference call, special ID numbers would be used to . . . . 

40 . indicate that each word transmitted by each one of the 
modules is to be received and processed by the other 
three modules involved on the call. Also, the transmit 
ted timeslot number would specify the correct time slot 
number for only one of the three receiving modules. . . . . 

45 . . ." The other two receiving modules would, in the same 
manner as described for a three module conference call, 
apply the received time slot number to a translation 
RAM which would derive the time slot number in 
which each module is to serve the call. This derived 
time slot number would then be used to write call mes 
sage information into different conference fields of each 
RAM. Conversely, each module on a four module con 
ference call would receive and process three words-- 

35 

15 
binary 0 value. When path 277 receives a binary 1 sig 

28 
frame, and the read out information would be decoded 
and applied over the time division bus of the receiving 
module to the port circuit and station involved on the 
call. By the above means, the principal of the present 
invention may be used to serve conference calls involv 
ing as many modules as may be desired. 

I claim: 
1. In a time division switching system having a plural 

ity of call serving switching modules, 
a time division bus in each of said modules, 
a plurality of port circuits in each of said modules 

with each of said port circuits being connected to 
the time division bus of its module, . 

means for assigning each call served by any one of 
said modules to a unique time slot in a series of 
cyclically recurring time slots unique to each 
module, - . . . . . 

characterized in that said system further comprises: a 
bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 
the exchange of call information between modules 
serving intermodule calls, . . 

means responsive to the serving of an intermodule 
conference call between port circuits in at least 
three different ones of said modules for exchanging 
call data words containing call message informa 
tion over said bus system between each of said 
three different modules, . . . 

'a buffer memory in each of said modules, 
means for writing into said buffer memory of any one 

of said modules said call message information of a 
data word received by a said one module over said 
bus system and pertaining to an intermodule con 
ference call currently being served by said one 
module, . . . . . . . 

means for repetitively scanning said buffer memory in 
each of said modules to read out any call message 
information stored in said buffer memory, and 

means... responsive to each readout of call message 
information pertaining to a conference call from 
any one of said buffer memories for applying said 
readout information over the time division bus of 
said module containing said readout memory to the 
module port circuit serving the intermodule con 
ference call to which said readout information 
pertains. . . . . . - - - - 

2. The system of claim 1 in which each of said data 
words further contains call control information includ 
ing module identification (ID) information specifying 

50 

one from each of the other three modules on the call. 
The time slot number in one of the three words would 
correctly specify the time slot number for the receiving 
module and the call message information in this word 
would be written into a nonconference portion of the 

55 

RAM under control of this time slot number. The time. 
slot driven RAM in this case would have two separate 
conference fields-one for each of the two words that 
are received with the incorrect time slot number. Upon 
receipt of each of these words, the translation RAM of 
the receiving module would derive the correct time slot 
number for the module and write the received call mes 
sage information into the two different conference fields 
of the time slot driven RAM under control of the de 
rived time slot number. Subsequently, all three fields of 
the RAM would be concurrently read out during each 

60 
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two of said modules that are serving the intermodule 
conference call to which each word pertains, and 

control means in each of said modules responsive to 
the receipt by said modules of a data word pertain 
ing to an intermodule conference call for control 
ling said writing means to write said call message 
information of said data word into said buffer mem 
ory of only said two specified modules. 

3. The system of claim 2 in which said call control 
information in each data word further includes informa 
tion specifying the timeslot in which one of said speci 
fied modules is to serve the conference call to which 
said word pertains, 

said writing means being effective for writing said 
time slot information of each word specifying said 

... two modules into said buffer memory of said speci 
fied modules concurrently with said message infor 
mation of said word, 

means responsive to said readout of said conference 
call message information from said buffer memory 
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of said specified modules for concurrently reading 
out said time slot information, 

means in said one specified module responsive to said 
readout of said time slot information for serving 

30 
the time slot in which one of said specified modules 
is to serve said call. 

6. The system of claim 5 in which said registering 
means comprises means in each module for receiving 

said conference call in said specified time slot, 5 and registering each word transmitted over said bus 
means in the other one of said specified modules re 

sponsive to said readout of said time slot informa 
tion for deriving a time slot number, and 

means for serving said conference call in said other 
specified module under control of said derived time 10 
slot number. 

4. In a time division switching system having a plural 
ity of call serving switching modules, 

a time division bus in each of said modules, 
a plurality of port circuits in each of said modules 15 

with each port circuit being connected to the time 
division bus of its module, 

means for assigning each call served by said system to 
a unique time slot in a series of cyclically recurring 
time slots within each module serving said call, 

characterized in that said system further comprises: a 
bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 
the exchange of information between modules 
serving intermodule calls, 

means responsive to the serving of an intermodule 
conference call between port circuits in a first and 
a second and a third one of said modules for trans 
mitting call data words containing call message and 
control information over said bus system from said 
first module to all other of said modules as well as 
from said second module to all other of said mod 
ules as well as from said third module to all other 
modules, 

registering means and a buffer memory in each of said is 
modules, 

means for entering into said registering means of a 
module each call data word received by said mod 
ule, 

means for entering said call message and call control 40 
information of a registered data word into the 
buffer memory of a module when said registered 
data word pertains to an intermodule conference 
call currently being served by said module, 

means for repetitively scanning said buffer memory in 45 
each of said modules to read out call message and 
control information currently stored in said buffer 
memory, and 

means responsive to each readout of said buffer mem 
ory of a module and controlled by said readout 50 
control information for applying the readout call 
message information over the time division bus of 
said module to the module port circuit serving said 
conference call to which said readout call message 
information pertains. 55 

5. The system of claim 4 in which said means for 
transmitting call data words comprises, 
means for converting call message information for 

said conference call on said time division bus of 

20 
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each transmitting one of said modules into pulse 60 
code modulation (PCM) form, and 

generating means for forming a data word to be trans 
mitted wherein said formed word includes said 
PCM message information as well as call control 
information comprising module identification (ID) 65 
information specifying the other modules that are 
serving the conference call to which said transmit 
ted word pertains as well as information specifying 

system to said module, and 
means responsive to said registration of a received 
word within a module for entering the call message 
information and time slot information in said regis 
tered word into said buffer memory of said module 
only if the module ID information in said regis 
tered word specifies said module. 

7. The system of claim 6 in which said means respon 
sive to each readout of said buffer memory of each of 
said modules includes a time slot driven random access 
memory (RAM) in each of said modules, 
means responsive to each readout of call message and 

time slot information from said buffer memory of 
each of said specified modules for writing the read 
out call message information into said RAM of one 
of specified said modules under control of said 
readout time slot information applied- as address 
information to said RAM, 

means responsive to said readout of said buffer mem 
ory in said other specified module for deriving a 
time slot number, 

means for writing said readout call message informa 
tion in said RAM of said other specified module 
under control of said derived time slot number, 

means for subsequently reading out said call message 
information from said RAM in each of said speci 
fied modules under control of a time slot signal 
generating source, and 

means responsive to said readout of each of said 
RAMs in each of said specified modules for apply 
ing said call message information readout of said 
RAMs to the port circuit in each of said specified 
modules serving the conference call to which said 
information pertains. 

8. The system of claim 7 in which said means for 
applying said information readout of said RAMs com 
prises, 

a PCM to pulse amplitude modulation (PAM) de 
coder in each of said modules, 

means for applying said call message information 
readout of said RAM in each of said specified mod 
ules to said decoder in each of said specified 
modules for conversion from PCM to PAM form, 

means for applying said PAM message information 
from said decoder of each of said specified modules 
to the time division bus of said specified modules, 
and 

means for extending said PAM information over said 
time division bus to the port circuit in said specified 
modules serving the call to which said PAM infor 
mation pertains. 

9. In a time division switching system having a plural 
ity of call serving switching modules, 

a time division bus in each of said modules, unique to 
each module, 

a plurality of port circuits in each of said modules 
with each of said port circuits being connected to 
the time division bus of its module, 

means for assigning each call served by any one of 
said modules to a unique time slot in a series of 
cyclically recurring time slots, 

characterized in that said system further comprises: a 
bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 
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the exchange of call information between modules 
serving intermodule calls, 

means responsive to the serving of an intermodule 
conference call between port circuits in at least 
three different ones of said modules for transmit- 5 
ting call data words containing call message infor 
mation over said bus system from each one of said 
modules serving said conference call to all others 
of said modules, 

a buffer memory in each one of said modules for 
storing said call message information of a data 
word received over said bus system and pertaining 
to an intermodule conference call currently being 
served by said one module, 

means for repetitively scanning said buffer memory in 
each of said modules to read out any call message 
information stored in said buffer memory, and 

means responsive to each readout of call message 
information from any one of said buffer memories 
for applying said readout information over the time 
division bus of said module containing said readout 
memory to the module port circuit serving the 
conference call to which said readout information 
pertains. 

10. The system of claim 9 in which each of said data 

10 

15 

20 

25 
words further contains call control information includ 
ing module identification (ID) information specifying 
two of said modules that are serving the intermodule 
conference call to which each word pertains as well as 
time slot information specifying the time slot in which 
one of said specified modules is to serve the conference 
call to which said word pertains, 

control means in each of said modules responsive to 
the receipt of a data word containing module ID 
information specifying two of said modules serving 
said conference call for writing said call message 
information and said time slot information of said 
received word into said buffer memory in each of 
said two specified modules, 

means effective upon said readout of said call mes- 40 
sage information from said buffer memory in each 
of said specified modules for concurrently reading 
out said time slot information, 

means in one of said specified modules responsive to 
said readout of said time slot information for serv 
ing said conference call within said one specified 
module in said specified time slot, 

means in the other one of said specified modules re 
sponsive to said readout of said time slot informa 
tion for deriving a time slot in which said other 
specified module is to serve said conference call, 
and 

means for serving said conference call in said other 
specified module in said derived time slot. 

11. In a time division switching system having a plu 
rality of call serving switching modules, 

a time division bus in each of said modules, 
a plurality of port circuits in each of said modules 

with each port circuit being connected to the time 
division bus of its module, 

means for assigning each call served by said system to 
a unique time slot in a series of cyclically recurring 
time slots within each module serving said call, 
characterized in that said system further com 
prises: a bus system interconnecting all of said 
modules for the exchange of information between 
modules serving intermodule calls, 

an output on each of said modules, 
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a plurality of inputs on each of said modules, 
a plurality of conductors in said bus system with each 

conductor extending from an output of a different 
one of said modules to a different input on each one 
of said modules, 

means responsive to the serving of an intermodule 
conference call between port circuits in a first and 
a second and a third one of said modules for trans 
mitting call data words containing call message and 
control information over said bus system from said 
first module over a first one of said bus conductors 
to all other of said modules as well as from said 
second module over a second one of said bus con 
ductors to all other of said modules as well as from 
said third module over a third one of said bus con 
ductors to all other of said modules, 

registering means and a buffer memory for each input 
of each of said modules, 

means for entering into said registering means of a 
module each call data word received by said 
registering means, 

means for entering said call message and call control 
information of a registered data word into a buffer 
memory of a module when said registered data 
word pertains to an intermodule conference call 
currently being served by said module, 

means for repetitively scanning said buffer memories 
in each of said modules to read out call message 
and control information currently stored in said 
buffer memories, and 

means controlled by said control information and 
responsive to each readout of said buffer memories 
of a module for applying the readout call message 
information over the time division bus of said mod 
ule to the module port circuit serving said confer 
ence call to which said readout call message infor 
mation pertains. 

12. The system of claim 11 in which said means for 
transmitting call data words comprises, 
means for converting call message information for 

said conference call on said time division bus of 
each transmitting one of said modules into pulse 
code modulation (PCM) form, 

generating means for forming a data word to be trans 
mitted with said formed word including said PCM 
message information as well as call control infor 
mation comprising module identification (ID) in 
formation specifying the other two modules that 
are serving the conference call to which said trans 
mitted word pertains as well as information speci 
fying the time slot in which one of said specified 
modules is to serve said call, and 

means for applying each word formed by a module to 
the output of said modules for transmission over a 
unique bus conductor to an input on every other 
ones of said modules. 

13. The system of claim 12 in which said registering 
means comprises means in each one of said modules for 
receiving and registering each word transmitted over 
said bus system to each of said modules, and 
means in each module responsive to said registration 

of a received word by said module for applying the 
call message information and time slot information 
in said registered word to said buffer memory of 
said module only if the module ID information in 
said registered word specifies said module. 

14. The system of claim 13 in which said means re 
sponsive to each readout of said buffer memory of each 
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of said modules includes a time slot driven random 
access memory (RAM) in each of said modules, 
means responsive to the readout of call message and 

time slot information from a buffer memory of one 
of said specified modules for writing the readout 5 
call message information into said RAM of said one 
specified module under control of said readout 
time slot information applied as address informa 
tion to said RAM, 

means responsive to said readout of call message and 10 
time slot information from said buffer memory in 
said other specified module for deriving a time slot 
number, 

means for writing said readout call message informa 
tion into said RAM of said other specified module 1 
under control of said derived time slot number, 

means for subsequently reading out said call message 
information from said RAM of each specified mod 
ule under control of a time slot generating source, 

a PCM to pulse amplitude modulation (PAM) de- 20 
coder in each of said modules, 

means for applying said call message information 
readout of said RAM of each specified module to 
said decoder of said module for conversion from 
PCM to PAM form, 

means for applying said PAM information from said 
decoder to the time division bus of said module, 
and 

means for extending said PAM information over said 
time division bus of each specified module to the 
port circuit of said specified module serving the 
conference call to which said PAM information 
pertains. 

15. The method of serving conference calls between is 
port circuits in different modules of a time division 
switching system in which each module has a plurality 
of port circuits connected to a time division bus internal 
to each module, 

a bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 40 
the serving of intermodule calls, 

said method comprising the steps of: 
(1) exchanging call data words containing call mes 

sage information over said bus system between a 
first and a second and a third one of said modules 45 
serving an intermodule conference call, 

(2) temporarily registering in each module each 
word received by said module over said bus 
system, 

(3) entering said message information of a regis- 50 
tered word into a buffer memory of a module 
when said registered word pertains to an inter 
module conference call currently being served 
by said module, 

(4) repetitively scanning said buffer memory of 55 
each module to read out any call message infor 
mation stored in said buffer memory, and 

(5) applying said readout call message information 
to the time division bus of the module containing 
said readout memory. 60 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein each data word 
further contains call control information comprising 
module identification (ID) information specifying all 
but one of said modules that are to serve the conference 
call to which each word pertains as well as time slot 65 
information specifying the time slot in which one of said 
specified modules is to serve said conference call, 

said method further comprising the steps of: . 
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(1) writing said time slot information of each word 

registered by said specified modules into said 
buffer memory of said specified modules, 

(2) reading out said time slot information in said 
buffer memory of each specified module concur 
rently with said readout of said call message 
information, 

(3) extending said readout call message information 
to the port circuit serving said conference call in 
said one specified module under control of said 
readout time slot information, 

(4) deriving a time slot number representing a time 
slot in which the other one of said specified mod 
ules is to serve said conference call, and 

(5) extending said readout call message information 
to the port circuit serving said conference call in 
said other specified module under control of said 
derived time slot number. 

17. The method of serving intermodule conference 
calls in a time division switching system having a plural 
ity of call serving switching modules with each module 
having a plurality of port circuits connected to a time 
division bus internal to each module, 
a bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 

the serving of intermodule calls, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) transmitting call data words containing call 
message information in pulse code modulation 
(PCM) form and call control information includ 
ing time slot information over said bus system 
between a first and a second and a third one of 
said modules serving an intermodule conference 
call, 

(2) temporarily registering in each module each 
word received by said module over said bus 
system, 

(3) entering said call message and time slot informa 
tion of a registered word into a buffer memory of 
a module when said registered word pertains to 
an intermodule conference call currently being 
served by said module, 

(4) repetitively scanning said buffer memory of 
each module to read out any call message and 
time slot information stored in said buffer mem 
ory; and 

(5) applying said readout call message information 
to the time division bus of the module containing 
said readout memory under control of said read 
out time slot information. 

18. The method of claim 17 in which said step of 
applying comprises the steps of 

(1) writing said readout call message information into 
a time slot driven RAM in one of said modules 
serving said conference call with said readout time 
slot information being applied as address informa 
tion to said RAM for said write operation, 

(2) deriving a time slot in which another one of said 
modules is to serve said conference call, 

(3) writing said readout call message information in a 
time slot driven RAM in said other one of said 
modules serving said conference call with said 
derived time slot information being applied as ad 
dress information to said RAM for said write oper 
ation, 

(4) reading out said call message information from 
said RAM in each module serving said conference 
call under control of a time slot signal source, 
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(5) converting said readout call message information 
of said RAM in each module serving said confer 
ence call from pulse code modulation (PCM) to 
pulse amplitude modulation (PAM) form, and 

(6) applying said PAM information to said port cir- 5 
cuit serving said conference call over the time 
division bus of said module containing said port 
circuit. 

19. The method of serving intermodule conference 
calls in a time division switching system having a plural- 10 
ity of call serving switching modules with each module 
having a plurality of port circuits connected to a time 
division bus internal to each module, 

a bus system interconnecting all of said modules for 
the serving of intermodule calls, 5 

said method comprising the steps of: 
(l) transmitting data words containing call message 
and call control information including time slot 
information over said bus system from a first one 
of said modules serving a conference call to all 
other ones of said modules as well as from a 
second one of said modules serving said confer 
ence call to all other ones of said modules as well 
as from a third one of said modules serving said 
conference call to all other of said modules, 

(2) temporarily registering in each module each 
word received by said module over said bus 
system, 

(3) entering said message and time slot information 
of a registered word into a buffer memory of a 
module when said registered word pertains to an 
intermodule conference call currently being 
served by said module, 

(4) repetitively scanning said buffer memory of 35 
each module to read out any call message and 
time slot information stored in said buffer mem 
ory of said module, 

(5) writing said readout call message information 
into a time slot driven memory (RAM) in one of 40 
said modules serving said conference call under 
control of said readout time slot information 
applied as address information to the address 
input of said RAM for said write operation, 

(6) deriving time slot information specifying a time 45 
slot in which another one of said modules is to 
serve said conference call, 

(7) writing said readout call message information in 
a time slot driven RAM in said other one of said 
modules serving said conference call with said 50 
derived time slot information being applied as 
address information to said RAM for write oper 
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(1) transmitting data words containing call message 
and call control information including time slot 
information over said bus systems from a first 
one of said modules serving a conference call to 
all other ones of said modules as well as from a 
second one of said modules serving said confer 
ence call to all other ones of said modules as well 
as from a third one of said modules serving said 
conference call to all other of said modules, 

(2) temporarily registering in each module each 
word received by said module over said bus 
system with each module serving an intermodule 
conference call receiving and registering a first 
word received from one of said other modules 
serving said conference call and a second word 
received from another of said modules serving 
said conference call, 

(3) entering said message and time slot information 
of each word registered by a module into a 
buffer memory of said module when said regis 
tered word pertains to an intermodule confer 
ence call currently being served by said module, 

(4) repetitively scanning said buffer memory of 
each module to read out call message and time 
slot information stored in said buffer memory of 
said module, 

(5) writing into a first field of a time slot driven 
memory (RAM) in one of said modules serving 
said conference call said readout call message 
information of said first word received from one 
of said other modules serving said conference 
call, said writing into said RAM being under 
control of said readout time slot information of 
said first word applied as address information 
said RAM for said write operation, 

(6) converting the time slot number readout of said 
buffer memory for said second word received by 
said one module from another one of said mod 
ules serving said conference call to derive the 
same time slot number contained in said first 
received word, 

(7) writing said readout call message information of 
said second received word into a second field of 
said RAM under control of said derived time slot 
number applied as address information to said 
RAM for said write operation, 

(8) reading said call information out of both fields 
of said RAM under control of a source of time 
slot signals, and 

(9) applying said call message information readout 
of said RAM to the port circuit serving said call 
in said module over the time division bus of said 

ation, o s one module. 
(8) reading call message information out of said 21. In a time division switching system having a plu 
RAM in each module serving said conference 55 rality of call serving switching modules, 
call under control of a source of time slot signals, a time division bus in each of said modules, 
and a plurality of port circuits in each of said modules 

(9) applying said call message information readout 
of said RAM to the port circuit serving said 

with each port circuit being connected to the time 
division bus of its module, 

conference call over the time division bus of said 60 means for assigning each call served by said system to 
module containing said port circuit. 

20. The method of serving intermodule conference 
calls in a time division switching system having a plural 
ity of call serving switching modules with each module 
having a plurality of port circuits connected to a time 65 
division bus internal to each module, 

a unique time slot in a series of cyclically recurring 
time slots within each module serving said call, 
characterized in that said system further com 
prises: a bus system interconnecting all of said 
modules for the exchange of information between 
modules serving intermodule calls, 

a bus system interconnecting all of said modules for means responsive to the serving of an intermodule 
the serving of intermodule calls, 

said method comprising the steps of: 
conference call between port circuits in a first and 
a second and a third one of said modules for trans 
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mitting call data words containing call message and 
control information including time slot information 
over said bus system from said first module to all 
other of said modules as well as from said second 
module to all other of said modules as well as from 
said third module to all other modules, 

registering means and a buffer memory in each of said 
modules, 

means for entering into said registering means of a 
module each call data word received by said mod 
ule over said bus system with each module serving 
an intermodule conference call receiving and regis 
tering a first word received from one of said other 
modules serving said conference call and a second 
word received from another of said modules serv 
ing said conference call, 

means for entering said call message and call control 
information of each data word registered by a mod 
ule over said bus system with where in each 
module serving an intermodule conference call 
receives and registers a first word received from 
one of said other modules serving said conference 
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call and a second word received from another of 
said modules serving said conference call, 

means for repetitively scanning said buffer memory in 
each of said modules to read out call message and 
control information including said time slot infor 
mation currently stored in said buffer memory, 

a time slot driven random access memory (RAM) in 
each of said modules, 
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means responsive to each readout of call message and 

time slot information from a buffer memory of each 
of said modules serving an intermodule conference 
call for writing the readout call message informa 
tion of said first word received by said module into 
a first field of said RAM of said module under 
control of said readout time slot information of said 
first word applied as address information to said 
RAM, 

means responsive to said readout of said second re 
ceived word from said buffer memory of each 
module serving an intermodule conference call for 
deriving a time slot number equal to that in said 
first word received by said module, 

means for writing said readout call message informa 
tion of said second received word into a second 
field of said RAM of said module under control of 
said derived time slot number applied as address 
information to said RAM, 

means for subsequently reading out said call message 
information from both fields of said RAM under 
control of a time slot generating source, and 

means responsive to said readout of said RAM for 
applying said readout call message information 
over the time division bus of said module contain 
ing said RAM to the port circuit serving the con 
ference call to which said information pertains. 
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