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7 -Claims. -(Cl. 211—-148)

This invention relates to a wardrobe rack, and more
particularly a wardrobe rack unit or valet which is readily
assembled or disassembled and capable of a plurality of
different arrangements dependent upon the situs of in-
stallation.

Tt is the principal object of this invention to provide a
wardrobe rack assembled from components which readily
adapt the rack to be used in various arrangements.

It is another object of ‘this invention to provide a basic
wardrobe rack unit having interchangeable components
which may be readily assembled into a permanent installa-
tion for factory locker rooms, hotels, schools, theaters,
sports arenas, and other places, for -gatherings of people
where it is desirable to provide space for hats, coats and
the like.

1t is a further object of this invention to provide a rack
for permancnt installation which is rigid and sturdy yet
may be readily assembled or -disassenibled by relatively
unskilled labor in a short period of time.

1t is an additional object of this invention to provide a
basic rack unit having interchangeable components which
give the rack a versatility wherein the rack unit may read-
ily fit in any available space regardless of the shape of the
space.

Other objects and-advantages of this invention will be-
come apparent upon reference to the accempanying de-
scription when taken in -comjunction with the following
drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is an overall perspective -view of the basic
wardrobe rack unit of this invention;

Figure 2is a perspective view, on an enlarged scale,
showing the assembly of the base leg, the vertical -column
and the crossbrace-of the rack in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the underside -of the
base leg showing a resilient cushion block mounted therein;

Figure -4 ‘is ‘an -overall perspective view, in enlarged
scale, of one of ‘the -upper shelves -and ‘the brackets sup-
porting the same showing:the manner 1in which ‘the brack-
ets are positioned-on the vertical ecolumns;

Figure 5-is a perspective view of the -underside -of one
end of the lowermost shelf of the rack in Figure 1, in en-
larged scale, to-illustrate the attachment of the shelves to
the brackets and :the attachment -of the hanger to the
Jowermost bracket:members;

Figure 6is a sectional view ‘taken along the lines 6—6
of Figure 1 to show -the shape of the .openings in the
shelves to secure additional reinforcing;

Figure 7 is a modification of the basic wardrobe tack
unit disclosed in Figure 1 showing the rack unit adapted
to be used solély as a hatrack;

Figure 8 is another modification of the rack unit ‘illus-
trated in Figure 1-showing the manner in which an ex-
tension may be attached to the “basicunit;

Figure 9 is another modification of the basic rack unit
wherein a back-to-back arrangement is achieved;

Figure 10 is a perspective view looking downwardly on
the base leg utilized in the modification of Figure 9;
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Figure 11 is another ‘modification of the basic rack unit
showing the unit employed in an.outside .corner arrange-
ment; )

Figure 12 is a perspective view 1ooking downwardly
upon the base member employed in the modification of
Figure 11; .

Figure 13 is a perspective view of the bracket used at
the corner in the arrangement shown in Figure 11;

Figure 14 is a perspective view in an erlarged scale
locking down at the corner.of the modification 'in Figure
11 to show the details of the outside corner shelf;

Figure 15 is a perspective view of another modification
of the basic rack unit wherein the unit is employed in an
inside corner-arrangement;

Figure 16 is a perspective view logking downwardly on
the base member employed in ‘the modification of ‘Fig-
ure 15;

Figure 17 is an overall perspective view looking down
upon the inside corner shelf used ‘in the arrangement of
Figure 15; '

Figure 18 is another modification of the basic rack unit
wherein the rack is adapted to go around columns or
other obstructions in the area whereéin it is desired to'in-
stall ‘the wardrobe rack;-and

Figure 19 is an-overall perspective view-of a shelf which
may be used between the lowermost ‘brackets to-climinate
the use of the hanger bar.

Returning now to the drawings, and more particularly
to Figure 1 wherein like references indicate ‘the same parts
throughout the several views, 1 indicates generally the
‘basic wardrobe rack unit of this inventicn. 'The unit com-
prises a pair of spaced base legs 2 and 3 which are in the
form of channel members having closed ends, as shown.
A pair of spaced ears 4, as shown in Figure 2, are spot
welded :adjacent one end of each-of the base legs. There
are opposed ‘holes 5 in each of the spaced ears.

There is a resilient supporting ‘block 6 of rubber at-
tached to the undersurface of each :of the base legs -adja-
cent each end thereof. The rubber block 6 is:supported
in a block support 7 which has a pair of spaced projec-
tions 8 to grip the sides of the rubber block 6. The sup-
port 7 is spot welded to the base leg.

If desired, casters may be substituted for the rubber
cushion blocks to impart mobility to-the rack unit.

Tubular vertical posts 9 and 10, which -have square
cross sections, have their lower ends inserted between the
_ears 4 on each of the base legs 2 and 3. Each of the posts
has a plurality of spaced apertures 11 extending there-
through.

A tubular crossbrace 12, also -having a square .Cross
section, interconnects the base legs 2 and 3. Spaced plates
which form offset hinges 13 and 14 are attached to each
end of the crossbrace 12. As may be better seen in Fig-
ure 2, the offset hinges 13 and 14 extend downwardly and
outwardly with respect to the end of the crossbrace 12.

At the ends there are opposed holes 15 adjacent the ends

of the offset hinges 13 and 14 which overlap the ears 4,

‘as shown in greater detail in Figure 2. -Bolts 16 are then

inserted through the respective holes in the offset hinges,
the spaced ears, and the lower end of the vertical column
to secure these three components together.

Reinforcing tods 17 and ‘18 interconnect each of the
base legs 2 and 3 with the respective vertical columns
9 and 10. The reinforcing rods are hollow tubular
members having flattened ends 17’ and 18’ with holes
therethrough. Reinforcing rods are secured in position
by suitable screws 19 inserted through the holes in the
flat ends thereof and threadedly received within the re-
spective components of the rack unit.

Similar reinforcing rods 20 and 21 brace the vertical
posts 9 and 10 with the crossbrace 12,
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Spaced along the upper ends of each of the vertical
posts 9 and 10 are a plurality of shelf-supporting brackets.
The lowermost of these brackets, indicated as 22, are
somewhat different from the remaining brackets indi-
cated as 23. All of the brackets are formed of rel-
atively thin sheet metal and taper outwardly from their
outer end toward the inner end which is secured to the
vertical post.

The lowermost bracket 22 comprises a tapering bracket
arm 24 whose wider end is integral with the socket 25.
The socket .25 has a shape to conform closely to the

10

contour of the vertical columns, such as may be seen in. .

Figures 1, 4 and 5. . This socket extends halfway around
the vertical column, as may be clearly seen in Figure 4,
80 as to enable the bracket arm to protrude from the
center of its respective vertical column. There is a hole
26 through each of the bracket sockets. In addition,
there is a'plurality of horizontally spaced holes 27, ad-
jacent the top edge of each of the bracket arms. The
lowermost bracket only has a pair of holes 28 adjacent
the front edge thereof for supporting a hanger bar.
The remaining brackets 23 are similar in all respects
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lengths, such as two, three and four-foot. Consequently,
merely by replacing the shelves and crossbrace, it is easy
to obtain wardrobe rack units of varying lengths. This
feature readily adapts the rack unit to fit the space
provided therefor.

The components from which the basic wardrobe rack
is fabricated permit the rack to be utilized in a variety of
arrangements, each of which will be ‘discussed presently
in detail.

Figure 7 discloses a modification wherein the rack unit
is to be used solely as a hat rack. This is achieved
merely by securing brackets along the full length of the
vertical columns, as shown in Figure 7. Additional
shelves are then secured between the additional brackets.
This arrangement requires no parts other than those
previously described in connection with the wardrobe
rack unit in Figure 1.

. Figure 8 illustrates an arrangement whereby the basic
unit is lengthened by providing an extension thereto.
This extension comprises additional shelves 39 which are
similar to the shelves previously described.  One end of

- each of the shelves is secured to the brackets of the

to the lowermost bracket 22 except that the bracket arm -

is narrower and the two hanger holes adjacent the front
edge of the bracket arm are omitted.

Supported between brackets mounted in the same verti-
cal. positions on ‘the vertical posts are.a plurality of
shelves' 29.  The shelves 29 .are all similar and each
comprises a supporting surface 30 which is reinforced
by a transverse brace 31 which may be clearly seen in
the uppermost shelf shown in Figure 1. There are a
plurality of spaced ‘openings 32 in the supporting sur-
face. The ‘edges of the openings 32 are substantially
Z-shaped, as ' may be more clearly seen in Figure 6. This
shape serves to reinforce the shelf supporting surface.

The longitudinal edges of each of the shelves 29 are

basic unit and the other end of the shelves secured to
similar brackets 40 and 41 which correspond to the
brackets .23 and lowermost bracket 22 previously de-
scribed: The brackets 40 and 41 are attached to a vertical

. column 42 which is mounted upon a conventicnal base
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rolled at 33 and shown in Figure 5. The transverse < .

ends of the shelves are bent downwardly at 34 as also
shown in Figure 5. There are downwardly-opening slots
35 in each of the end bent portions 34. The slots 35
are spaced to correspond with the horizontally spaced
holes 27 in the brackets. To secure a shelf to a bracket, it
is only necessary to insert a nut-and-bolt assembly through
the bracket holes and then slide the shelf slots 35 down
around the holes: Thus, in order to assemble or dis-
assemble the shelves from the bracket, it is not necessary
to completely remove the bolts from the brackets.

A hanger bar 36, which comprises an elongated tubular
member having a rounded top surface 37, has transverse
flat plates 38 spot welded to-each end thereof. FEach
of the plates 38 has openings therethrough which are
spaced to register with the hales 28 adjacent the front
edge of the lowermost. bracket 22. Thus, the hanger
bar 36 is supported between the lowermost bracket 22
by conventional nut-and-bolt assemblies 36’ as shown in
Figure 5.

If desired, a plurality of individual hanger clips may
be spaced upon the hanger bar 36. These clips may
comprise a loop portion which fits over the hanger bar
and a hook portion to receive the hook of the individual
coat hanger. '

The entire assembly of the basic wardrobe unit 1, as
described: above, is assembled through the use of nuts
and bolts. All of the components are fabricated from
sheet steel of .a suitable gage. Consequently, when the
unit is assembled, the result is a permanent installation
which is rigid and sturdy. However, if desired, the unit
may be readily disassembled for removal or change of
location.

The utility of the unit may be further increased by
providing a suitable umbrella rack between the vertical
posts 9 and 10 immediately above the crossbrace 12
in place of the reinforcing rods 20 and 21.

The shelves and crossbrace are made in different

40

45

50

55

65

70

75

leg interconnected with the basic rack unit by a cross-
brace 43. Thus, in order to increase the capacity of
the base unit, it is not necessary to employ an additional
unit but merely to attach additional shelves to the basic
unit and support these shelves in the manner as described.

Figure 9 illustrates a back-to-back arrangement of the
basic wardrobe unit of this invention which is adapted
for installation in the interior of space. This arrange-
ment permits - access to both sides of the rack. This
modification is achieved by supporting the vertical col-
umns 9 and 10 upon base legs 44 and 45 which are shown
in greater detail in Figure 10. Base leg 44 comprises a
channel formed from sheet steel having the ends thereof
closed. Spaced ears 46, having opposed holes 46, are
spot welded to the center of the upper surface of the
base leg. Thus, when the vertical columns are secured
to the spaced ears, the result is as illustrated in Figure 9.

The brackets, which are similar to the brackets previ-
ously described, have their sockets both attached to sides
of the column, as shown in Figure 9. Thus, two brackets
are attached at the same vertical height to each vertical
column, with the brackets extending transversely from the
column in opposite directions. A single bolt secures both
sockets in position.

Proceeding next to Figure 11, the basic unit is shown
as employed in an outside corner arrangement. In this
arrangement, the vertical columns 9 and 10 are respec-
tively connected to a base leg 2 and to a base member
47. The base member 47 is shown in greater detail in
Figure 12, and comprises two intersecting base legs 48
and 49 which are similar to the base legs 2 and 3. The
base legs 48 and 49 are rigidly welded at right angles to
form the base member 47. A set of spaced ears 50 hav-
ing opposed holes 50’ is connected to the upper surface
of the base member 47 at the apex thereof.

Mounted ‘adjacent to the upper end of the vertical
column 10 is a bracket 51 which, as may be seen in Fig-
ure 13, comprises bracket arms 52 and 53 extending at
right angles from a socket 54. Each of the bracket arms
52 and 53 are so mounted on the socket 54 that they
extend from the center of the vertical column when the
bracket is in position. Each of the bracket arms has
horizontally spaced holes 55 adjacent the top edge thereof
for use in supporting the shelves.

An outside corner shelf 56 is provided to be supported
from the bracket 51. The shelf 56, illustrated in greater
detail in Figure 14, is formed similarly to the other shelves
but is substantially square and has its inner corner notched
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at 87. All the edges of the shelves are bent downwardly:
at' §8. The outer corner of the shelf is rounded at: 59.

There. are holes in the two intersecting bent edges’ which:

cooperate with the horizontal holes: on the bracket arms.

As may be seen in Fignre 11, a complete basic. ward-
robe: unit 60 is positioned at right angjes to the first unit
and, is spaced therefrom. Additional shelves: 61 inter-
connect the bracket arms. of the special bracket 51 with
the bracket of the unit. 60.

Another modification. of this invention is. the: inside:
corner. wardrobe, rack arrangement. which is- shown in
Figure:.15. This arrangement comprises: & base member
62, as illustrated on an- enlarged scale in. Figure 16;. and
Having: intersecting. base legs 63 and 64. Spaced ears
65 and 66.are placed adjacent the ends of each: of the
legs 63 and 64.

Vertical. columns. 67 and. 68 are attached. to each: of
the: base: legs. 63 and 64 in the. manner. previously de-
scribed. Brackets. 69 and 70 are. positioned. adjacent the
upper ends of the vertical columns.

The- remainder. of this: arrangement. is: similar to the:

basic. rack, unit. and. comprises. shelves. supported. between
brackets wherein. one. pair of brackets are. mounted: on.a

vertical column which is.secured. to a:base.leg; by brackets.

71 mounted :adjacent. the upper end of column.72: which
are.secured. to. a.conventional base leg 73.. A crossbrace
74 interconnects the base leg 73 with the legs 63 and’ 64
of the base:member 62..

An inside cormer’ shelf 75-is: provided: which. is. sub-
stantially square and has downwardly turned edges 76.
As may be: more: clearly shown in: Figure 17; the inter-
secting inmer edges: of. the:; corner shelf have slots 77
therein which cooperate with the RBorizontally spaced
openings in the brackets. The: shelf"75 is secured Between
the- bracket’ arms- 69 and- 7¢- in- a manner as previously
déscribed to: result in' the arrangement as indicated’ in
Figure 15.

The flexibility -of the wardrobe rack of this invention
is. further demonstrated in Figure 18 where the' unit is
assembled against a wall but is adapted to accommodate
columns or ‘other-obstructions' which may:be encountered
in: the wall surface. This arrangement comprises’a: plu-
rality of basic wardrobe rack units 78, 79 and’ 80 which
are interconnected:-so-as to go around.a.column 81. This
arrangement is obtained by connecting an inside corner
shelf 82 to- the end of the unit' 78. An inside cormer
shelf 83 is also attached to the end of the unit 8¢: Out-
side corner shelves 84 and 85 are secured to both ends
of the rack unit 79. The assembly is completed by con-
necting each of the outside corner shelves to the inside
corner shelves 82 and 83, respectively, by passing bolts
through the cooperating slots in the bent portions of each
of the shelves. The result is a rigid and sturdy arrange-
ment which is illustrated in Figure 18.

Figure 19 illustrates a modified shelf 86 which may be
mounted between the lowermost brackets of any of the
basic wardrobe rack units. This shelf is similar to the
conventional shelves except that a depending hanger
member 87 is spot-welded to the underside of the shelf.
A plurality of holes 88 are spaced in the hanger member.
The holes 88 accommodate the hooks of coat hangers.
By assigning each of these hook openings a reference
symbol, which corresponds with reference symbols as-
signed to spaces upon the shelves, an easy method is
provided whereby coats and hats upon the basic rack
unit are readily matched.

Thus, it can be seen that this invention provides a basic
wardrobe rack unit which is extremely versatile, in that
it may be assembled in a variety of variations dependent
upon the space where the rack is to be permanently in-
stalled. The rack is sturdy, light in weight, yet is readily
assembled or disassembled with all the components se-
cured by nuts and bolts.

It will be understood that this invention is susceptible
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6
to modification in order to adapt it to different usages and’
conditions; and; accordingly,. it is: desired to' comprehend
such: modifications withiix this invention as may fall within:
the scope of the appended claims:

What is: claimed isz

t. Tn a wardrobe rack unit, a pair' of substantially
parallel base members: positioned upon a surface, a pair
of spaced ears: upstanding. from each’ of said base
members: adjacent the: ends: thereof, verticall members’
having: their Tower ends: secured betweemnr the spaced ears
of each: of* the: said base: members;. a: cross: brace having
spaced - plates extending outwardly: and downwardly
from: eacli'end thereof;, said’ spaced: plates. receiving said’
vertical members; therebetweenr and secured to: said
spaced ears;. means: for’ Bracing: said” vertical members
by said cross: brace; a: bracket’ having, one’ end thereof
shaped to: conform. to- the: outline: of said’ vertical mem-
ber; said shaped end’ extending halfway: around’ said
vertical. member’ wherr in position: thereon, and’ shelf
means: connected’ between brackets: mounted on: each of
said’ vertical members.

2. A wardrobe rack unit especially adapted for per-
manent’ installation” in @ number of arrangements and
comprising  a plurality of horizontal® base means, said
base. means having at least one pair of 'spaced ears” up-
standing therefrom; a cross brace' reinforcing’ said base
means and Having offset: plates at’ eachend thereof ex-
tending outwardly and downwardly: and connected to said’
spaced’ ears; a vertical’ column upstanding. from each
pair of said' spaced’ ears' and. connected” thereto, ‘means”
for bracing said’ vertical' members' by said cross’ brace,
said’ column-having: a: plurality” of spaced apertures there:
through, a bracket formed from' relatively thin- sheet
material’ and ‘having one end’ thereof bent to conform
closely to the contour of said” columns and’ to extend’
halfway around’ said’ column when' in position thereon,
means: securing’ said’ bracKets to said column whereby’
said brackets extend laterally therefrom, and shelf means
déetachably mounted between said brackets.

3. A wardrobe.rack unit’ especially adapted for per-
manent installation. in. a. number of arrangements and
comprising a first. Horizontal base leg, a’ second hori-
zontal base member having a. pair of base legs inter-
secting. at. right- angles. withi one of’ said’ intersecting legs
being spaced from said first base leg  and parallel thereto,
said; first: Base. leg; Having a pair. of spaced’ ears upstand-
ing. adjacent. one end thereof, said second base’ member
having a paif of spaced’ ears upstanding from the inter-
section of its component legs, a cross brace connected
between the spaced ears of each of the spaced members,
a vertical column upstanding from each pair of said
spaced ears and connected thereto, a first bracket formed
from relatively thin sheet material and having one end
thereof bent to conform closely to the contour of said
column and to extend one-half of the way around the
column upstanding from said first base member, a sec-
ond bracket formed from relatively thin sheet material
and having a socket for closely receiving one of said
vertical columns, said second bracket having supporting
arms extending from said socket at right angles to each
other, means securing each of said brackets to said col-
umns whereby said bracket arms extend tramsversely
therefrom and are substantially parallel to the base legs
of the respective base members, shelf means detachably
mounted between said first brackets and the parallel
bracket supporting arm, second shelf means mounted be-
tween said right-angle-bracket supporting arms, additional
shelf means extending from the' other of said bracket
supporting arms, and means supporting said additional
shelf means in a substantially horizontal plane.

4. A wardrobe rack unit especially adapted for per-
manent installation in a number of arrangements and
comprising a plurality of horizontal base means with one
of said base means comprising a base member having a
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pair of base legs mtersectmg at right angles, a pair of
spaced ears upstanding on.the. extreme ends of each of
said mtersectmg base legs, the remaining base members
comprising additional base legs on either: side of said
intersecting base legs spaced therefrom and being parallel
thereto, a cross brace having spaced plates on the end
thereof extending outwardly and .downwardly connect-
ing each of said base legs with ‘the adjacent one of the
intersecting legs of said base member by attachment of

said 'spaced plates to said spaced ears, a vertical column

upstanding from each pair of said spaced ears and con-
nected thereto, means bracing said vertical members by
said cross braces, a plurality .of brackets each formed

from relatively thin sheet material and havmg one end,

thereof bent to closely conform to the. contour of said
column to extend halfway around said column when
positioned thereon, means securing said brackets to said
columns. whereby. said brackets extend. transversely
therefrom. substantially parallel to the base. legs directly
below, a substantially square shelf member detachably
mounted between the brackets attached to the columns
upstanding from said intersecting base legs, and’ addi-
tional shelf means detachably mounted between the
spaced parallel brackets.

5.-A wardrobe rack unit especially adapted for per-

manent installation in a number of arrangements and’

x:

of each base. leg, a cross brace havmg spaced plates .

10

15

20

25

comprlsmg a plurahty of spaced horizontal base legs

arranged in substantially parallel relationship, each of
said base legs having a pair of spaced ears upstanding
from the corresponding ends thereof, a cross brace inter-

connecting adjacent base legs and having spaced offset

plates at each end thereof extending outwardly and down-
wardly and secured to said spaced ears, a vertical col-
umn upstanding from. each pair of said spaced ears and

connected thereto but between said cross-piece offset

plates, means for bracing said vertical members by said
cross brace, a plurality of brackets each formed of rela-
tively thin sheet material and having one end thereof
bent to conform closely to the contour of .said column to
extend halfway around, means securing each of said
brackets to said columns whereby said brackets extend
transversely therefrom, and shelf means detachably
mounted between adjacent brackets.

6. A wardrobe rack unit especially’ adapted for per-
manent installation in a number of a arrangements and
comprising a plurality of spaced parallel base legs, there
being a pair of spaced ears upstanding from the center
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extending laterally and downwardly at each end thereof
with sajd spaced plates béing connected to.said. spaced
ears to reinforce said spaced base legs, a vertical column’
upstanding from éach pair of said spaced ears and con-
nected thereto,” means for bracing said vertical miembers
by said cross brace, a bracket formed of relatively thin
sheet material havmg one end thereof bent to conform
closely to the contour of said column and to extend
one-half of the way around when in position thereon,
means securing a pair of brackets at the same vertical
height to said column whereby said brackets extend in
opposite directions transversely from said column and
substantially parallel to said base legs, and shelf means
detachably secured between brackets on both sides of,’
said columns.

7. In a wardrobe rack unit, a pair of substantlally
parallel base members positioned upon a surface, a pair
of spaced ears upstanding from each of said base mem-
bers, vertical members having their lower ends secured
between the spaced ears of each of said base members,
a cross brace reinforcing said base members and having
spaced plates extending outwardly and downwardly from
each end thereof with said spaced plates receiving said
vertical members therebetween and secured to said spaced
ears, means for bracing said vertical members by said
cross brace, bracket means secured to said vertical mem-
bers, and shelf means connected between the bracket

361 means mounted on said vertical members.
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