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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAXIMILIAN BooCH, of
the eity, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Shoe-Fasten-
ing, of which the following is a specification :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my fastening,
as applied to a shoe; and Fig. 2 a vertical
transverse section of the same on the line ¢ ¢,
Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to that class of shoe-
fastenings which embody in their construction
a curved bar or link, by folding which, so
that its concave side is turned to the foot, the
flaps of the shoe are drawn toward each other
over the foot, firmly closing the shoe and se-
curely holding it clasped until the link is un-
folded by hand.

My improvement consists in pivoting the
folding link directly to a loop of the flap, with-
out any intervening metal plate, and pro-
longating it beyond the point where it is
pivoted to a bifurcated metal piece attached
to the other flap, thus providing it with a
short lever-arm for convenience in folding and
unfolding it. » :

~Inthe accompanying drawing, A represents
the shoe, overshoe, or other covering for the
foot, to one side lap of which is aftached, by
leather loops a, the concave oblong link B; to
the other the bifurcated piece C. Both pieces
are made of suitable metal and ornamental
shape, the transverse parts b, to which the
leather connections are attached, being pref-
erably of straight shape to prevent the too
rapid wearing out of loops @. The link B is
pivoted near the upper part ¢ to the ends of

piece O, swinging freely between the prongs
d of piece C. The upper rounded part e, of
link B, serves as a handle-piece in turning
link B around its pivoted connection with piece
C, and for opening and closing the links in
the shoe. By folding the loop end b of link
B into piece O, the concave sides of both are
placed in the same direction, and form, by
turning them over on the foot, a buckle-shaped
fastening of the shoe. ‘

The curved form of the links is made to
correspond with the convex surface of the
foot, fitting, therefore, smoothly and closing
firmly without hurting or hindering the same
in any degree.

By turning the fastening “back so that the
links may spread, sufficient play is given for
putting on and taking off the shoe, the rap-
idity.with which it may be adjusted permit-
ting a releasing and free play of the foot when-
ever it is desirable, without taking off the
shoe or annoying by the unsightly swinging
of the opened sides.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The herein described shoe-fastening, com-
posed of the curved bifurcated piece C, hav-
ing a eross-bar, b, for securing it to one flap of
a shoe, and the curved link B, which has a
similar cross-bar, b, for pivoting it to the
other flap, and is prolongated beyond the
point where it is hinged to the piece C, to
form a lever-arm or handle, e, substantially as

specified.
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