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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES REINISCH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bag-Hinge Stays; and I do
hereby declare the fo]lowmg tobea full clear,
and exact description of the mventlon such
aswill enable others skilledin the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention is designed to provide a
simply and cheaply constructed and an auto-
matically and positively working bag-hinge
stay, which, when the bag is opened and with-
out any manipulation, will operate to hold the
mouth of said bag open until released.

The invention is further designed to provide
a stay which will not in its operation tend to
injure or scratch the bag-frame or cause any

" inconvenience to the operator.
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In the accompanying sheet of drawings, in
whichsimilar letters of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts, Figure 1 is a
plan of an opened bag-frame and of the hinge-
stay in its holding position. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tion through #, Fig. 1, looking in the diree-

tion of the arrow. Fig. 3 is a similar view, but.

indicating the relative position of the partsof
the stay just after being released from their
holding position. Fig. 4 is a similar section
of the bag-frame, illustrating the relation of the
parts of said stay when the frame is closed.
Figs. b and 6 are perspeclive views of the
catching-bar and theslotted holding-plate, and
Fig. 7 i8 a similar view of another form of

* catching-bar.
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In said views, a indicates the catching-bar,

. which is pivotally attached to one of the frame-

sections on one side of the hinge or joint
thereof by means of the grooved plated, or any
equivalentdevice, and extending over oracross
the joint of the frame-sections, as illustrated
in Tig. 1, enters into movable or sliding, but
inseparable, engagement with a holding or
stop plate, ¢. The said holding-plate ¢ is so
constructed that, while the catching-bar is al-
lowed to slide freely up and down within or
in engagement with the same, it is preferably
msepamble therefrom when iIn operative po-
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sition on the bag; and, further, caid plate is
provided with one or more stops so arranged
that when the bagis opened to such a distance
as to conveniently pack the same the said
catching - bar enters automatieally into hold-
ing engagement with said stops, and thereby
mmn’mms the open position of the bag until
released.

As constructed and illustrated in the draw-.

ings, Figs. 1 to b, inclusive, the catching-bar
consists of a reetangular bar having an open-
ing, ¢/, and a releasing projection, «* formed
thereon nearest the end which engages with
the stops in the holding-plate, and which pro-
vides a convenient finger-piece, whereby the
said bar may be seized and released from its
engagement with the holding-stop. With this
rectangular form of catching-bar is used a
holding plate composed of two pOltions, cd,
so constructed as to leave a slot, ¢ therebe-
tween when said portions are secur ed together,
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and are thus formed in separable parts to per- -

mit the insertion of the end of said bar in the
slot, as indicated in Fig. 1.

Instead of forming the holding- plate from
two separable parts, lt may be cast in one solid
piece with theslot therein, as shown in Fig. 6.

In Fig. 7 is shown one form of bar that may
be employed in connection with the solid plate,
which is similar in form teo the rectangular
bar, but having one of the long sides thereof
eut away, Ieavino on theend whi(h isintended
to engage with The holding-plate a straight
bar, a which may readily be inserted into the
slot ¢? and retained therein by bending up the
end a'.

At the lower end of the slot ¢* is formed a
groove or shoulder, ¢*, into or against which
the ‘end of the catching-bar falis or strikes
when thesaid bar is drawn down throughsaid
slot in opening the bag, and when thus placed
holds the mouth of sald bag open, as shown in
TFig. 2. To release the smym closing the bag,
the catching-bar is simply lifted out of the
groove, as indicated in Fig. 3, when the bag
may be closed, the bar sliding up in the groove
or slot-until it assumes the position shown in
Fig. 4.

In lieu of a single groove or stop ¢* on the
bottom of the slot, a series of two or more
stops or ratehets may be formed thereon, over
which the bar slides as the bag is opened, stop-
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ping ab any one:of the: said .ratehets, accord-
ing to the width to which the bag is to be
opened.

To facilitate the upward slidinhg movement
of the catching-bar, theslot ¢® ispreferably in-
clined, thereby preventing any jamming or
catching of ‘the bar. - This inclination of the
slot also-thickens the metal ‘at: the lower end
of the holding-plate,in which: the: groove or
stop ¢ may be formed without w eakunno the
plate.

By means of the holdmw Dlate, coustxucted
as hereinbefore deseribed, The catching-bar is
caused to remain in such engagement with the
said plate that no obstruction is offered to the
opening of the bag, the eatching-bar sliding
freely: up: and down and dropping antomatic-
ally into the holding or:locking groove.: The
construction herein specified also avoids the
uge of springs, whicli are liable to break: and
become disarranged, and fmthel inerease the
cost of the stay.

- As the space: between the opposite: frame-

. sections when the bag is closed is very small,
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it is necessary that the several parts of the
hinge:stay shallbe very:.compactly constructed
and arranged, so-as to sceure the requisite
strength thereof; and at the same time permit
the same to work freely.: This is accomplished
by forming the slot in: the catching-plate:in
whieh the catching rodor bar movesin theside
orsides of said plate, so that the thickness, and
in consequence the strength, of the plate may
be thereby greatly increased, ocecupying; if de-
sirable, the entire space belween the frame-
sections when closed, as indicated in Iig. 4.
As thus constructed the catehing-bar does not
project above the plate, but out from the sides,
as in Fig. 1, where there is ample room for
the same. By this arrangement of the slot
and the tbhickening of the plate it becomes
possible to cut one or more stops or notches
in the bottom of the said slot to receive the
catehing-bar without weakening said plate.
In addition to these featuresof construction,
another advantage is attained by forming the
plate in two pd!‘lS in thata rectangular cateh-

ing-bar may be used, thusdoubling the strength-

of the same by havmo two rods, mstmd of bub
one, extendingover the hinge Jomt, andavoid-

ing thereby thehablllty of 'my bending of said

bar.

T am aware of patents numbered 121,786
and 167,809, in which are illustrated lid-sup-
porting devices for trunks constructed and op-
elamno to prevent the trunk-lid from falling
when opened inone of which a curved slot is
employed in a thin metallic plate, which is
secured to and projects above the body of the
trunk, and in the other of said devices a slot
or opening is formed in the top of the plate
secured to the 1lid, into which a T-shaped end
of asupporting- 10(1 enters. Insaidlast-named
device a groove to receive the T end of the
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rod, whereby the lid of the trunk is held, is
formed by cutting into the edge of the lid,
which in this instance is easily done, as the
material from which a trunk is madeis gen-
erally ‘'wood. - This construction, whleh is
adapted for: trunks, would evidently be im-
practieable on a bag the frames of which are
of metal; also, the employment of a plate pro-
vided :with a slot formed :in the:top of said
plate is disadvantageous, as the rod necessa-

rily projects above the said plate, and thus

occupies more roomthan is available between
the frame-sections of the bag when closed. ' In

my improved stay theslotis formedin and ex-

tends through from side to side of ‘the plate,
the top of the plate being solid and flat, ‘with
no upward projectiontherefrom.: - It will read-
ily ‘be understood that the catching-groove
may be formed in the upper part of the plate
at the lower end of the slot; and the catehing:
bar thrown up intosaid groove:bya spring
arranged beneath said bar, the bar being re-
leased from the groove by plessma the same
downward.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a bag or satchel, the.combination, with
the opposite frame seetions-thereof, of a: bag-
hinge stay eonsisting :of a rectangular eatch-
ing- “bar having an opening, &, and pivotally
Sccmed to one of said frame-sections on one
side of the hinge or joint thereof, and a eatch-
ing-plate secmed to the other of said frame-
sectlons on the opposite side of said ‘hinge,
and eonsisting of separable portions ¢ ¢/, pro-
vided with an inclined slot, ¢, therebetween,
in which the end of said catching-bar moves,
and is held in inseparable engagement when
said stay is in operative position on the bag,
said slot inclining upward and away from the
frame as it approaches the bag-hinge, and pro-
vided with a catching-groove therein at the
end nearest the bag-hinge, for the purposesct
forth. -

2. In a bag or S'Ltchel the combination, with
the opposite “frame sections thereof, of a bag-
hinge stay consisting of a eatehimg-plate se-
cured to one of said frame-sections, adjacent
to the joint or hinge thereof, and provided
with a slot, ¢’, in the side or sides thereof, hav-
ing a catching-groove, ¢’, in the end nearest
the bag-hinge, and acatching-bar pivotally se-
cured to the other of said frame-sections on
the opposite side of said hinge and entering
gaid slot in the side of said catchlno -plate, and
held in inseparable but sliding enofwemeut
with said slot, for the purposes set fmth

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set'my hand this
31st day of December, 1886.

CHARLES REINISCH.

Witnesses:
FrREDK. F. CAMPBELL,
FrepK. C. FRAENTZEL.
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