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1 Claim.

This invention relates to a rack, and it is an
object of the invention to provide a device of
this kind particularly designed to hold books,
magazines, pictures, newspapers, stenographic

5 notebooks, and obther such articles that require
bracing.

It is also an obJect of the 1nvent10n to provide
a device-of this kind which can be readily adjusted
at varying angles to accommodate the sight so

10 thai the same can be used with facility with a
reader lying down, sitting, reclining or standing
and also a device which is equally convenient for
reading at a table, in bed, in the garden, on the
beach, in the bath tub, and on a train or other

15 vehicle.

The inventicn consists in the details of con-
struction and in the combination and arrange-
ment of the several parts of my improved rack
whereby certain important advantages are at-

90 tained and fhe device rendered simpler, less ex-
pensive and otherwise more convenient and ad-
vantageous for use, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth.

The novel features of my invention will here-

95 inafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the better
understood, I will now proceed to describe the
same with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:—

30 Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a rack
constructed. in accordance with an embodiment
of my invention or viewed in the direction indi-
cated by the arrows as applied to Figure 2, with
portions in section;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken substantially

on the line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a detailed sectional view taken sub-

stantially on the line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a detailed sectional view taken sub-

40 stantially on the line 4—4 of Figure 1.

As disclosed in the accompanying drawing, {
denotes a flat base member of desired length and

co
(%24

having its rear marginal portion defined by an-

upstanding. flange 2. Welded or otherwise se-
cured to the flange 2 adjacent to its opposite ends
are the elongated parallel arms 3 disposed ab
right angles to the member f. The outer or
free end portions of the arms 3 have pivotally
connected therewith, as at &, the swinging arms
50 5. Hach of these arins § adjacent to its pivotal
connection & has struck therefrom a small stop
finger & for contact with the adjacent edge por-
tion of an arm & whereby is limited the extent
of outward swinging movement of the arm 5.
55 The.outer end portion of each of the arms 5 is

e
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(Cl1. 45—30)

returned to provide a clip 7 which is adapted to
engage the marginal portion of a newspaper or
other large sheet or sheets to hold the same in
convenient position for the reader, it also being
understood that the lower portion of such sheet
or sheets is held to the lower portions of the arms
3 by the spring clips 8 secured to the member |
immediately in advance of the arms 8. These
clips 8 are relatively large and sufficiently re-
silient and yicldable for effective engagement
with an open book or other matter which may be
rested upon the member [ and against the arms
8. The arms 5 have slidably engaged therewith,
as at 8, end portions of spring clips 18 which are
adapted to be moved along the arms § to desired
locations for use in holding large volumes or the
like firmly in position upon the rack.

The arms 3 are maintained in their desired par-

- allel relation by a cross bar §{ welded or otherwise
attached thereto and each of the arms 3 above
said bar {i has extending rearwardly therefrom
a threaded member {2 which is freely disposed.
through an elongated slot {4 extending length-
wise through a sliding arm (5. These arms 5
rest from above upon the bar i{ and are adapted
to be extended or retracted to provide additional
means for holding large sheets or, if desired, an
artist’s canvas. These arms {5 are held in de-
sired -adjustment by proper rotation of a wing
nut I8 or the like engaged with each of the
threaded members 12.

" The outer end portion of each of these arms {5

is also returned to provide a clip {7 to facilitate
its desired holding engagement with . the sheet
with which it is to be employed.

The bar ii has secured to its rear face a clip
{8 for holding a pencil or kindred object and the
flange 2 immediately to the rear of the arms 3
has secured thereto the lower end portions of
the upstanding spring arms {8 providing means
for holding cards or kindred sheets.

Suitably secured to the rear faces of the arms
3 adjacent their outer or free end portions are
the rearwardly disposed brackets 28 through each
of which is freely disposed an outwardly and lat-
erally directed trunnion 21 arranged at the free
end portion of a side arm 22 of a substantially
U-shaped prop for holding the arms 8 at a desired
angle in a manner as particularly illustrated in
Figure 2 of the drawing. Each of these brackets
26 is provided with an inwardly facing arcuate
rack 23 with which an arm 22 is adapted to be
engaged for holding the prop at a selective angle
with respect to the arms 3 the desired adjustment
of the prop being readily effected by pressing in~
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wardly the arms 22 of the prop which possess
sufficient inherent resiliency to cause the same
to normally engage the racks.

While in the present embodiment of my inven-
tion I disclose the use of only a single swinging
arm in connection with an arm 3, it is believed
to be obvious that if preferred a plurality of arms
¢ may be employed in connection with each of
said arms 3. .

From the foregoing description it is thought to
be obvious that a rack constructed in accordance
with my invention is particularly well adapted
for use by reason of the convenience and facility
with which it may be assembled and operated,
and it will also be obvious that my invention is
susceptible of some change and modification
without departing from the principles and spirit
thereof and for this reason I do not wish to be
understood as limiting myself to the precise ar-
rangement and formation of the several parts
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herein shown in carrying out my invention in
practice except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:—

A rack of the class described comprising a base
member, arms secured thereto adjacent the op-
posite ends of said member, a bar connecting
said arms for further holding the same in de-
sired relation, swinging arms pivotally connected
with the outer end portions of the first arms,
engaging means carried by the outer end por-
tions of the swinging arms, engaging means car-
ried by the member and coacting with the first
named arms, movable arms engaging the bar
from above, coacting means carried by the first
arms and said movable arms for holding the same
against endwise movement in opposite directions
with respect to the first named arms and for lock-
ing said movable arms in desired adjustment, and
engaging means carried by said movable arms.

ELISE R. NORWOOD.
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