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This invention relates to a device for storing garden 
and yard tools and other articles having elongated han 
dles, and more particularly, to an improved container 
and lid assembly adapted to be used for storing such ar 
ticles as well as for transporting and storing various ma 
terials. 
The present invention has special reference to a gener 

ally cylindrical container having a capacity of approxi 
mately twenty gallons and including side and bottom 
walls which are commonly formed from either galvanized 
sheet metal or plastic. Such a container is frequently 
used in a yard for transporting leaves, twigs, grass and the 
like and when it is not being used is commonly stored 
empty in a garage or basement. Accordingly, the present 
invention is particularly directed to adapting such a con 
tainer and lid assembly for use as a storage device for 
articles having elongated handles, as for example, shovels, 
rakes, hoes, brooms, mops and the like especially during 
the time which the container is normally stored empty. 

In addition, however, the device of the invention is 
ideally suited to be used solely for storing such articles, 
particularly in view of the features that each stored arti 
cle is conveniently accessible for use without disturbing 
the other articles and that all of the articles may be con 
veniently transported as a group. For example, it is fre 
quently necessary to have a number of such articles in 
a yard for performing yardwork and it is also desirable 
to have these articles conveniently accessible at different 
locations in the yard. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved container and lid assembly 
of the type described above and which is not only usable 
for transporting and storing various materials but is also 
usable as a convenient storage device for a plurality of 
articles having elongated handles. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide conven 

ient removal and return of each article without disturb 
ing other articles and without requiring the user to bend 
over; to provide means for receiving and retaining the 
handle of each article in a generally vertical position with 
in the container; to provide means for conveniently trans 
porting the articles as a group to a different location where 
the articles are to be used; to provide means for guiding 
the handle into a generally vertical position within the 
container; and to provide means for converting a con 
tainer and lid assembly into a storage device without re 
quiring additional parts or material. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following description, the accompany 
ing drawing and the appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a container formed in 

accordance with the invention and illustrating its use as a 
storage device for a number of typical articles each hav 
ing an elongated handle; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary elevational view of the con 
tainer shown in FIG. 1 with a portion broken away to 
show the position of the handle within the container; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a removable member 
for mounting within the lower portion of the container for 
retaining the end portions of the handles as shown in 
FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary section view of a container 

showing a modified form of the invention; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary elevational view of a container 
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2 
with a portion broken away to show another modified 
form of the invention; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a member adapted to be 
placed within the lower portion of a container for guid 
ing and retaining the end portions of the handles in ac 
cordance with another modified form of the invention; 
and 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary elevational view of a lid with 
a portion broken away to show a lid modification in ac 
cordance with the invention. 

In the drawing which illustrates preferred embodiments 
of the invention, FIG. 1 shows a container 10 which is 
commonly formed from etiher galvanized sheet metal or 
molded plastic and basically includes a generally cylin 
drical side wall 12 having a slight frusto-conical config 
uration so that a plurality of containers can be stacked or 
nested one within the other. A pair of diametrically 
spaced handles 14 are mounted on the side wall 12 for 
carrying the container and a generally flat circular bottom 
wall 15 is attached to the side wall 12 by rolling an inter 
locking bead 17 around the bottom periphery of the con 
tainer. 
A circular lid 20 having a central handle 21 and a 

downwardly formed circumferential flange 24, is mounted 
on the container 10 so that the flange 24 surrounds the 
upper portion of the side wall 2. A plurality of angu 
larly spaced circular openings 25 are formed within an 
annular portion of the lid 20 inwardly of the flange 24 
and are of sufficient size for conveniently receiving the 
elongated handles 28 extending from a plurality of arti 
cles, as for example, a pair of shovels 30, a broom 31 
and a spade 32 which are illustrated in FIG. 1, or any 
other similar article such as a rake, hoe, push broom and 
the like. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, positioned within the lower 
portion of the container 10 and supported by the bottom 
wall 15 is a circular disk-like member 33 having a down 
Wardly formed peripheral flange 34 and a plurality of 
angularly spaced pockets or openings 35 which correspond 
in number and spaced relationship with the openings 25 
formed within the lid 20. 
The member 33 is removably inserted within the con 

tainer 10 So that the lower edge of the flange 34 engages 
the bottom wall 15 thereby spacing the openings 35 slight 
ly above the bottom wall. The end portion 36 of each 
handle 28 is received within a corresponding opening 35 
and is retained therein so that the handle 28 extends sub 
stantially vertically within the container 10. Thus by ar 
ranging the openings 35 within the member 33 directly 
under the openings 25 formed within the lid 20, each of 
the articles is supported and stored in an inverted verti 
cal position so that the center of gravity of each article 
is generally directly above the opening 25 receiving its 
handle 28 and thereby prevents the weight of the article 
from producing a lateral force tending to tip the con 
tainer 10. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the inven 
tion, FIG. 4 shows a bottom wall 40 which is provided 
With a plurality of angularly spaced semi-spherical pockets 
42 which are arranged substantially the same as the pock 
ets or openings 35 formed within the member 33 shown 
in FIG. 3. A downwardly formed cylindrical flange 44 
is formed around the periphery of the bottom wall 40 and 
is joined to the lower end portion of the side wall 12 
of the container 10 by rolling an interlocking bead 46 
which is the same as the bead 17 shown in FIG. 2. Thus 
the pockets 42 serve the same purpose as the openings 
35, that is, to receive and retain the lower end portion 
36 of eachelongated handle 28 and to prevent the handle 
from shifting laterally within the container 10. Further 
more, it can be seen that the modification shown in FIG. 
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4 eliminates the need for a separate insertable member 
33 by forming the pockets 42 directly within the bottom 
wall 40. 

Referring to FIG. 5 which shows another embodiment 
of the invention, a dome-shaped member 45 is positioned 
within the lower portion of the container 10 on the bottom 
wall 15 and provides a sloping surface 47 from which 
extends an annular surface 48 which is slightly frusto 
conical in configuration. An annular bottom flange 49 
extends outwardly from the lower portion of the mem 
ber 45 and engages the top surface of the bottom wall 
15 and the inner surface of the side wall 12 for spacing 
the Surface 48 concentric with the side wall 12. As shown 
in FIG. 5, the sloping surface 47 provides a guide for 
directing the end portion 36 of each handle down into 
an annular V-shaped groove defined by the surface 48 
of the member 45 and the inner tapered surface of the 
side wall 12. 
Thus the surface 48 cooperates with the inner surface 

of the sid wall 12 to produce a wedging action on the 
end portion 36 of each handle 28 and thereby retains 
and secures the handle 28 in a generally vertical position 
within the container 10. It becomes apparent that the 
modification shown in FIG. 5 eliminates the need for 
inserting the handle end portion 36 into a corresponding 
pocket or opening and thus enables an article to be 
quickly inserted within the container. It also is to be 
understood that the annular surface 48 and/or sloping 
surface 47 could be formed as an integral part of the 
bottom wall of the container thereby eliminating the 
need for employing a removable member. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the in 
vention, a domed-shaped circular member 50 is shown 
in FIG. 6 and is adapted to be inserted within the lower 
portion of the container and supported by the bottom 
wall 15 the same as the member 33. However, the mem 
ber 50 includes a part spherical surface 5 and an outer 
peripheral flange 52 having a series of angularly spaced 
and radially extending ribs 54 which define correspond 
ing pockets 56 therebetween. The function of the sur 
face 51 of the member 50 is essentially the same as the 
sloping surface 47 shown on the member 45 (FIG. 5), 
that is, to guide or direct the end portion 36 of a handle 
down into a corresponding pocket 56. Here also, it is 
to be understood that the pockets 56 and surface 51 
could be formed within the bottom wall 5 if desired. 

Referring to FIG. 7, a lid 60 is formed in accord 
ance with a slight modification of the invention and 
includes a series of angularly spaced circular plugs 62 
which are partially separated from the material forming 
the lid 60. Thus the lid 60 may be sold with the plugs 
62 and when it is desired to employ the container 10 
as a storage device, the plugs 62 are punched from the 
lid 60 to form the openings 25. Similarly, if the lid 60 
is formed from a molded plastic material, the plugs 62 
may be formed so that they are partially connected by 
a thin web of material and thus may be easily punched 
or separated from the lid 60. 
From the drawing and the above description, it can 

be seen that a container and lid assembly formed in 
accordance with the present invention provides several 
desirable features and advantages. Basically, the inven 
tion adapts a container and lid ssembly so that it also 
serves a completely different function, that is, as a de 
vice for storing articles so that each article is conven 
iently accessible for use without requiring the user to 
bend over or stoop to pick up an article. Furthermore, 
it can be seen that the articles can be conveniently trans 
ported as a group, as for example, into the yard simply 
by carrying the container 10 by means of the handles 
14. In this manner, the container of the invention serves 
as a mobile storage device so that the articles may be 
conveniently used at different locations in the garden 
or yard. 
Thus by simply inserting a member into the container, 
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4. 
such as a member 33, 45 or 50 or by changing the 
configuration of the bottom wall i5 Such as by adding 
the pockets 42 or 56, the handle end portion of each 
article is positively retained directly under the correspond 
ing opening formed within the lid 20 in which the 
handle is inserted so that the handle is positioned sub 
stantially vertically within the container. In this man 
ner, the container can serve as a storage device for a 
significant number of articles and enables any particular 
article to be conveniently removed and inserted without 
disturbing the other articles and without effecting the 
stability of the container. 
As another advantage, it can be seen that by com 

bining a bottom wall configuration as shown in FIG. 4 
with a lid configuration shown in FIG. 7, the container 
can be easily adapted for use as a storage device without 
adding any significant material to the container. That is, 
by forming either a plurality of pockets within the bot 
tom wall 40 or by forming an annular surface 48 within 
the bottom wall and by forming a series of knock-out 
plugs 62 within the lid 60, a container can be easily 
converted into a storage device without additional parts. 
Another feature is provided by forming a sloping sur 

face 47 and 51 on either a separate member or within 
the bottom wall to provide a guide for directing the 
end portion of a handle from the center area into the corr 
responding pocket or into a wedged relationship with the 
side wall 12. That is, by employing a sloping surface, 
slightly less effort is required by the user to guide the 
handle end portion 36 into a pocket or opening for 
retaining the handle end portion under the corresponding 
opening 25 within the lid 20. 

While the forms of apparatus herein described consti 
tute preferred embodiments of the invention, it is to be 
understood that the invention is not limited to these 
precise forms of apparatus, and that changes may be made 
therein without departing from the scope of the invention 
which is defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: . . . . . . . . 
1. In a relatively large container commonly used for 

transporting or storing various materials and including 
a generally cylindrical side wall extending upwardly from 
a circular bottom wall, and having a removable lid in 
cluding a peripheral flange surrounding the upper portion 
of said side wall, the improvement for adapting said con 
tainer as a convenient portable storage device for a 
plurality of articles each having an elongated handle, 
comprising means defining a plurality of angularly spaced 
openings within an annular portion of said lid inwardly 
of Said flange and each said opening being of sufficient 
size to receive a handle, and a member removably posi 
tioned within the lower portion of said container for re 
ceiving the end portion of each said handle and for re 
taining said end portion in general vertical alignment 
under said opening in said lid through which said han 
dle is inserted to position said handle substantially ver 
tically within said container so that the center of gravity 
of the article is positioned generally above said opening 
receiving said handle to prevent tipping of said container. 

2. A container as defined in claim 1 wherein said mem 
ber removably positioned within said lower portion of 
Said container includes a removable disk-like member, 
means forming a corresponding plurality of pockets 
Within an annular portion of said member and means spac 
ing said pockets Substantially in general vertical align 
ment with corresponding said openings within said lid 
for retaining each handle generally vertically within 
said container. 

3. A container as defined in claim 2 including means 
within the center portion of said disk-like member for 
guiding each handle end portion outwardly into said cor 
responding aligned pocket. 

4. A container as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
means removably positioned within the lower portion of 
said container includes means forming an annular sur 
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face spaced from said side wall for securing the end 
portion of a handle by wedging it against said side wall 
in a position generally directly under said lid opening 
receiving said handle. 

5. A container as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
means defining said openings within said lid includes a 
plurality of plugs partially connected to said lid and 
adapted to be punched out when said container is used 
as a storage device for said article. 

6. In a relatively large container commonly used for 
transporting or storing various materials and including 
a generally cylindrical side wall extending upwardly from 
a circular bottom wall, and having a removable lid in 
cluding a peripheral flange surrounding the upper portion 
of Said side wall, the improvement for adapting said con 
tainer as a convenient portable storage device for a 
plurality of articles each having an elongated handle, 
comprising means defining a plurality of angularly spaced 
openings within said lid inwardly of said flange and each 
said opening being of sufficient size to receive a handle, 
and means formed as an integral part of said bottom wall 
for receiving the end portion of each said handle and 
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for retaining said end portion in general vertical align 
ment under said opening in said lid through which said 
handle is inserted to position said handle substantially 
vertically within said container. 

7. A container as defined in claim 6 wherein said 
means formed as an integral part of said bottom wall de 
fines a plurality of angularly spaced pockets within said 
bottom wall, and wherein said pockets are positioned 
substantially directly below the corresponding said open 
ings within said lid. 
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