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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES DAVIES, OF MAZO MANIE, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT TO 
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MPROVEMENT IN STRIKES FOR LOCKS AND LATCHES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,359, dated May 26, 1874; application filed 
March 23, 1874. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMESDAVIES, of Mazo 

Manie, county of Dane and State of Wiscon 
sin, have invented certain Improvements in 
Catches for Door-Locks and Latches, of which the following is a specification: 
My invention relates to improvements in 

catches for door-locks and latches; and it con 
sists in the application of a surface of india 
rubber or other similar elastic substance to 
the face-plate of such catches, in such posi 
tion that When the bolt of the latch strikes. 
the same in closing the door, the sound which 
is caused by the striking of the bolt against 
the face-plate of the catch is avoided. 
But that my invention may be fully under 

stood, I will describe the same in detail by 
aid of the accompanying drawing. 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view, and 
Fig. 2 a section, of a catch arranged accord 
ing to my invention. 
A represents the ordinary wall or frame of 

the catch, and B the face-plate, which is firmly 
secured to the wall A. Upon the outer sur 
face of the face-plate B a surface of india 
rubber, C, is placed, which is secured in posi 
tion by means of a plate, D, which is provided 
with a rim or extension, D', on its under side 
which extends round three sides of the same, 
and incloses and retains the india-rubber sur 
face C firmly in position. The plate D is cut 
away, as shown at D* D', in order to allow of 
the surface C being exposed at the front to 
receive the blows of the bolt when closing the 
door. The plate D is firmly riveted or screwed 
to the face-plate B, and the surface C may be 
retained in position by the said rivets or 
screws, or by the application of an adhesive 
substance to its surface, which will cause it to 
adhere to the face-plate B, or to the plate D. 

E E are holes for the passage of screws for 
holding the catch in position. 

Fig. 3 represents a perspective view, and 
Fig. 4 a section, of a slight modification of my 
invention. In this case I have shown my in 
provements applied to a catch more particul 
larly adapted to mortise-locks. 
In these views similar letters of reference 

are employed to indicate corresponding parts 
to those described in reference to Figs. 1 and 
2. It is therefore unnecessary further to de 
scribe the same here, the only difference being 
that in this case the wall A is dispensed with 
and the face-plate B is formed with an angular 
extension, B, provided with recesses or holes 
B° for the reception of the lock-bolt, and the 
rim or extension D is in this case, by prefer 
ence, formed on the face-plate B, in place of 
the plate D, as shown by Figs. 1 and 2. 
By this arrangement it will be readily un 

derstood, by persons acquainted with the 
manufacture and use of locks and latches, 
that all noise caused by the bolts striking the 
face-plate of the catch will be avoided. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

1. A surface of india-rubber, or other similar 
elastic substance, applied to the outer surface 
of the face-plate of the catch of a lock or 
latch, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, with the catch of a lock 
or latch, of a surface of india-rubber or other 
similar elastic substance, C, and a retaining 
plate, D, substantially as described. 

JAMES DAVIES, 
Witnesses: 

D. BELL, 
LORENZ GUTZSETT. 


