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This invention relates to sleeve guards Which 

are particularly adapted for protecting the left 
sleeve of the Wearer When applying or renow 
ing tire chains at the right-hand rear Wheel of 
a Vehicle and for protecting the right-hand 
sleeve While applying or removing chains at the 
left-hand rear wheel of a Wehicle and the ob 
jects of the invention include the provision of 
a thumb attachment for this protector as used 
for the purpose abowe described or for any other 
purpose Which may be found convenient. 
Other Objects of the invention include the 

prOVision Of a SleeWe guard Which is made of 
flexible material in a form to be slipped over 
the forearm and being creased at Opposite edges 
so as to lie flat when not in use, there being 
provided a thumb strip at one end thereof, Said. 
Strip being flatly Secured at both ends thereof 
to the material of the sleeve guard at Opposite 
sides of one of the creases so that when the 
forearm is inserted in the Sleeve guard, the 
thumb Will naturally extend between the thumb 
strip and the one of the creases abowe described 
so that it is not necessary to fumble around 
trying to get the thumb into the thumb strip. 
The Combined sleeve guard and protector are 

of generally tubular form adapted to lie flat 
When not in use but to be expanded for the ready 
insertion of the arm and hand of the user to 
serve as a sleeve protector when applying or 
remowing chains. The guard comprises two 
elongated Side members hinged together allong 
substantially straight longitudinal edges formed 
by Creasing the material at Said. edges and haw 
ing also Substantially Straight end edges, the 
sleeve being Open at the ends and being Suffi 
ciently flexible S0 that the Side members may 
be Opened up to tubular form to permit inser 
tion of the hand and arm of the user, but being 
suficiently Stiff to retain the creased form and 
to prowide a guide for the thumb of the user 
along One longitudinally edge of the guard. A 
thumb strap projects beyond one end of the 
SleeWe and is Secured at its ends to the Side mem 
bers thereof a suficient distance below one of 
the longitudinally creased lines So that the thumb 
of the user will be automatically guided into the 
thumb strap as the arm is inserted into the 
Sleeve. 
Other Objects and advantages Of the inwen 

tion will appear hereinafter. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings in Which 
Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of a sleeve 

guard according to the present invention, 
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Fig. 2 is a fragmentary View showing the 
sleeve guard Open, and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective wiew showing the sleeve 
guard open, parts being broken away. 
The Sleeve guard Of the present invention 

comprises a flexible hollow tube i 8 which is 
creased to form edges i 2 and 4. The wrist 
end of the Sleeve guard is preferably Somewhat 
restricted as at 16 as compared to the elbOW Or 
upper arm end 8. 
The Creases 2 and A4 prowide that the sleeve 

protector Will lie fiat When not in use but Will 
easily open up when it is desired to thrust the 
hand therethrough. 
Adjacent crease 2 at the Wrist end of the 

device there is attached a thumb strip 20. This 
thumb Strip is attached interiorly of the sleeve 
guard as at: 22, one end of the Strip being Secured 
at each side of crease 2 as clearly shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. 
When the Sides Of the Sleeve guard are Sepa 

rated, preparatory to thrusting the arm there 
into, the thumb strip 20 naturally opens up to 
the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3 and the 

25 thumb Will just as naturally extend between 
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the thumb Strip and Crease i 2 to more or less 
Securely anchor the sleeve guard in the desired 
position. The thumb Strip may be narroWed at 
its Center portion 24 So as to more easily prowide 
for insertion of the thumb Without ahy inter 
ference from the Strip 20. 

It Will be Seen that the abowe described Sleeve 
protector is extremely inexpensive to manufac 
ture, easy and simple to apply to the forearm, 
and held in sleeve protecting position by the 
thumb engaged with the thumb strip 20, while 
at the Same time the hand Will extend OutWardly 
into a position to be free for any operation de 
Sired. 

It has been found in use that this sleeve pro 
tector iS particularly USeful in the application 
and rem OVal Of tire chains and it Will be Clear 
that the sleeve protector is used on the right 
arm When Working On the left rear Wheel of a 
Vehicle and On the left arm When used for Work 
ing On the right rear Wheel of a wehicle. Also, 
it is cheap to make and folds or rolls for storage 
Or as packaged for sale. 
Having thus described my inwention and the 

advantages thereof, I do not wish to be limited 
to the details herein disclosed, otherwise than 
is set forth in the claim, but What I claim is: 
A sleeve guard and protector of generally 

tubular form adapted to lie flat when not in use 
but to be expanded for the ready insertion of 
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the arm and hand of the user to Serve as a 
sleeve protector When applying Or removing tire 
chains, Said guard COmprising tWO elongated 
side members hinged together allong substan 
tially straight longitudinal edges formed by 
Creasing the material at Said. edges and having 
also substantially straight end edges, the sleeve 
being Open at the ends and being Sufficiently 
flexible so that the side members may be opened 
up to permit insertion Of the hand and arm Of 
a user but suficiently stiff to retain the creased 
form and to prowide a guide for the thumb of 
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the user allong one longitudinal edge of the 
guard, and a thumb strap projecting beyond one 
end Of the Sleeve and Secured at its ends to Said 15 

4 
side members a suficient distance below, One of 
Said. longitudinally Creased lines S0 that the 
thumb of the user Will be automatically guided 
into Said thumb strap as the armis inserted into 
the Sleeve. 
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