
F. HACH MANN, 
KEY RING HOLDER, 

APPLICATION FLED AN, 8, 95, 

Patented June 27, 1916, 1,189,199. 

)Í ||||| // 
// 

8 3. 
//a2z/e/car /2 ca/74 wy, 

s6-is-eletoens 
"I tol.ulsils iA 'LANog Rapu cow A Stix Grox, ... c. 

  

  

  



10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
FREDERICK HACHMANN, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-FIFTH TO FRED 

C. SCHOENTHALER, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. 

KEY-RING. HOLDER. 

1,189,199. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 27, 1916. 
Application filed January 8, 1915. Serial No. 1,226, 

To all thom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, FREDERICKHACHMANN, 

a citizen of the United States, and residing 
at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Key-Ring Holders, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to key ring holders, 

and more particularly, to a device for at 
taching a key ring to a belt. 
The key ring holder of the general type 

under consideration, as now constructed, 
comprises a double loop, one of which snaps 
over the belt, and the other over the key 
ring. Since such a key ring holder is worn 
outside of the apparel, it is liable to get 
caught and either Snap the holder with the 
ring from the belt, or snap the ring out of 
the holder. In both cases the keys are liable 
to be lost. 
One of the objects of this invention, 

therefore, is to construct a key ring holder 
which is provided with means for prevent 
ing the accidental escape of the holder from 
the belt or the ring from the holder. 
Another object is to provide a device 

which is simple in construction, cheap to 
manufacture, and durable. 

Further objects will appear from the de 
tail description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a key ring 
holder embodying this invention; Fig. 2 is 
a section on the line 2-2, Fig. 1; Fig. 3 
is a perspective view; and Fig. 4 is a view 
similar to Fig. 2, but showing another em 
bodiment of this invention. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, 
and more particularly, to Figs. 1 to 3 in 
clusive, 10 designates a shank, preferably 
constructed of a resilient metal, such as steel 
or spring brass. The ends 11 and 12 of the 
shank are bent or doubled over, preferably 
in opposite directions, so as to form two 
loops. The ends of the doubled over parts 
11 and 12 are bent outwardly, as shown at 
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13, and these ends yieldingly engage the op 
posite sides of the shank. There are thus 
formed a pair of spring loops which may 
be opened by pulling the ends 13 outwardly, 
but which will be returned and yieldingly 
thrown back against the shank, due to the 
inherent elasticity of the metal. The device 
so constructed forms a holder for the key 
ring 20 engaging the lower loop, while the 

upper loop is adapted to encircle a belt 21. 
It is for the purpose of facilitating entrance 
of the belt and key ring into the loops that 
the ends 13 are bent outwardly to form a 
flared opening. The foregoing is a gen 
eral description of holders of the type in 
question, and since the belt and key ring 
are only retained in the loops by the in 
herent elasticity of the metal, and since the 
sides of the loops taper toward their open 
ends, the belt or key ring is, of course, liable 
to slip out of its loop. In accordance with 
this invention; means are provided for pre 
venting the accidental disengagement of the 
belt or key ring from the holder loops. 
This means comprises a projecting part on 
One of the loop forming members, engaging 
a recess in the other part to form interlock 
ing means between the engaging parts. The 
shank 10 is provided with a longitudinal slot 
or recess 14, and each of the ends 11 and 12 
has struck up therefrom a tooth 15. This 
tooth is formed by striking from the body 
of the metal a piece out of the center there 
of, the end 16 of this piece being completely 
severed, while the other end 17 remains at 
tached, so as to form a well defined projec 
tion, which has a bevel face at its attached 
end 17 merging into the flared end 13. The 
end 16 is struck out far enough away from 
the ends 11 or 12 so as to form a positive 
stop for the key ring or the belt when either 
engages the open end of the loop. It will, 
therefore, be seen that, if the key ring is 
moved upwardly in the holder, or the holder 
moved upwardly on the belt, the key ring 
or belt will slip between the tooth and the 
bent over part 11 or 12, so that removal of 
the encircled part from the holder will be 
prevented. In order to remove either the 
holder from the belt or the key ring from 
the holder, it is necessary to move the jaw 
or side member 11 or 12 of the loop away 
from the shank sufficiently so that the tooth 
will clear the shank a distance equal to the 
thickness of the ring or belt. In view of 
the fact that the part 17 of the tooth is 
beveled, and in view of the fact that the 
ends 13 flare outwardly, the key ring can be 
readily slipped into the loop, or the loop 
slipped over the belt. - 

In the construction shown in Fig. 4, the 
teeth 25 are formed by simply slitting the 
metal and then pressing it inwardly. This 
causes both sides of the tooth to be rounded, 
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but the tooth remains interlocked with the 
recess or slit 14 in the shank. While the 
incline of the tooth itself is sufficiently steep, 
and while this tooth normally projects into 
the slot 14 a sufficient distance to prevent 
disengagement of the encircled part under 
normal conditions, the construction is not 
as positive in its action as that shown in 
Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive. 
It will thus be seen that the invention ac 

complishes its objects. A device is pro 
duced which will absolutely prevent the dis 
engagement of the holder from the belt, or 
the disengagement of the key ring from the 
holder, except when the loop is opened by 
the user. At the same time, the device may 
be readily Snapped on a belt, or a key ring 
Snapped into place. The device is made of 
a single piece of metal, and, since it can be 
formed with suitable dies, its cost will be 
very low. 
It is obvious that various changes may be 

made in details of construction without de 
parting from the spirit of this invention, 
and it is, therefore, to be understood that 
this invention is not to be limited to the 
specific construction shown and described. 
Having thus described the invention, 

what is claimed is: 
1. A key ring holder comprising a shank 

having its ends doubled over to form spring 
loops, said shank being provided with a slot 
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at a point intermediate the inner ends of 
said loops, and a projecting lug on and ad 
jacent the end of one of Said loop forming 
parts disposed to normally project through 
said slot and be retained in engagement 
there with through the inherent spring ac 
tion of the loop, said loop having an out 
turned terminal portion forming a finger 
hold near Said lug to be engaged for posi 
tively disengaging the lug from said slot 
and opening said loop. 

2. A key ring holder comprising a shank 
having its ends doubled over to form spring 
loops, said shank being provided with a slot 
at a point intermediate the inner ends of 
said loops, and a projecting lug on and ad 
jacent the end of each loop forming part 
disposed to normally project through said 
slot and be retained in engagement there 
with through the inherent spring action of 
the loops, said loops each having an out 
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turned terminal portion forming a finger 
hold near said lug to be engaged for posi 
tively disengaging the lug from said slot 
and opening said loop. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of these two witnesses. 
FREDERICK HACH MANN. 

Witnesses: 
J. H. BRUININGA, 
JAS. J. CoNNELL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C." 
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