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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
convertier. To of FURNITURE 
Hyman Pollack, Kings County, and David Brand, 

. . . . . . . . . . . Bronx County, N. Y. 

Application April 25, 1950, Serial No. 157,894 
11. Claims. (CI.i.155-39). 

This invention relates to convertible articles 
of furniture, more particularly to a combination 
table and superstructure support. . . . . 

It is primarily within the contemplation of our 
invention to provide an article of furniture hav 
ing a table understructure separably associated 
with a superstructure adapted for supporting a 
chair or other device, the table portion being 
independently usable. And in this aspect of our 
invention it is an object, in a preferred form 
thereof, to enable the superstructuremember to 
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support a high-chair, and the table member to 
be revolvable" and adapted for operative associa 
tion with a baby-tender or seat, whereby the 
invention may serve as a convertible juvenile 
article of furniture. . . . . 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
vide the understructure wi revolvable table 
member releasably securable in three different 
positions, so that oneside of the table may con 
tain a writing or play surface and the opposite 
side a feeding surface, both sides being employ-- 

5. 
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able in horizontal positions, and the play sur 
face being positionable at a convenient inclina 
tion. In this aspect of our invention it is ans 
other object to provide easily manipulable releas 
able locking means for firmly maintaining the 
table member in a selected one of said positions. 
Another object of our invention is the pro 

25 

vision of means for enabling the superstructure 30. 
to be readily and firmly attached to and quickly 
detached from the understructure. And in this: 
aspect of this invention it is a further object 
to provide automatic locking means for connects - 
ing the superstructure 
that: both hands- may be-free to manipulate'the'' 
superstructure into position. It is also an ob 
ject of this invention to provide convenient hand 
gripping means; for enabling the superstructure. 

disassembly... ii. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -- . . 
It is further within our contemplation to em-- 

ploy hand-gripping means on the understruc 
ture both-to-enhance:the aesthetic appearance of: 

member to be readily grasped-for-assembly and, 40. 

the device, and provide: an effectives anchoring .45. 
means for maintaining the table: member in its 
inclined position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object; of Our: invention is to... main 

tain the table member, when in either of its hori 
zontal positions, free from contact with the su 
perstructure, thereby preventing a marring of: 
the Surfaces thereof." ; : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

It is also an object of this invention to provide!. 
a structural support forithe: entireunit; without 

the understructure; so, 3 

50. 

obstructing the underside thereof, so that the legs. 55. 

2 
of an infant seated in the baby-tender will be 
free for positioning under the table. 

Still another object is to enable the under 
structure member to be extended rearwardly and 
adapted for Supporting a baby seat rearwardly 
and Substantially at the level of the table, so 
that a child in said seat may conveniently use 
the table for play or feeding. 

Gother objects, features and advantages will 
appear from the drawing and the description 
hereinafter given. - 

Referring to the drawing, 
Figure'1' is a side elevation of a preferred form 

of our invention, showing the under and super 
structures in assembled relation, and supporting 
a high chair. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of Figure 1 with the 
high chair removed, portions being broken away 
for clarity. 

Figure 3 is a front view of Figure 1, only a 
fragment of the high chair being shown. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary section of Figure 1 
taken along line 4-4, the releasable stop means - 
for the upper and lower sections being shown in 
locked position. . . 

Figure 5 is a view like Figure 4, but with the 
Stop member in retracted position. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the locking 
element of Figures 4 and 5. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the under 
structure Section of our invention, showing the 
table locked in one horizontal position. 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
Corner of Figure-7 showing the table retractable 
locking member inlocked position. 

Figure 9 is a section of Figure8 along line 9-9: 
Figure 10 is a plan view of the understructure 

of our invention with the table member shown 
reversed with respect to Figure 7. w 

Figure 11 is a side view of the understructure, 
showing the table in its inclined position, por. 
tions beingbroken away for clarity. - 

Figure: 12 is a side view of the understructure: 
portion of our invention, in extended Condition, 
shown supporting a baby, seat. - - 

Figure 13, is a plan view of Figure 12, and 
Figure 14 is a section of Figure 12, taken along 

line f44: - 

In the preferred form of our invention illus 
trated, the device comprises an understructure 
generally designated as 5 in interlocking en 
gagement with a superstructure generally des 
ignated as: 6. In the particular embodiment 
shown, the: superstructure has operatively 
mounted thereon, a chair member 7, so that the 
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entire device in its assembled form constitutes 
a high chair. It is understood, however, that in 
stead of the chair any other suitable device 
may be supported by the SuperStructure 6. 
The understructure comprises tWO inverted U 

shaped leg members 8 and 9, member 8 con 
sisting of front leg 2G, rear leg 2 and lateral 
connecting bar 22, and leg member 9 consists 
of front leg 23, rear leg 24 and lateral connect 
ing bar 25. Attached to the inner surfaces of 
leg members a and 9 are the rail members gen 
erally designated 26 and 2, containing the paral 
lel rails 28 and 29 respectively, joined by the 
rear bar 30, the forward portions of said rail 
members containing the hand gripping loops 3 
and 32, respectively. Loop 3 contains the 
downwardly extending arcuate section 33 and the 
rearwardly extending lower section 34; and loop 
32 contains the downwardly extending arcuate 
section 35 and the rearwardly extending Section 
36. In the preferred structure illustrated, the 
rails 28 and 29 are connected to the lateral bars 
22 and 25 of the leg members by StripS 37 and 
38 either soldered, welded or otherwise attached 
thereto; and it is also preferred that the loops 
3 and 32 be attached to legs 20 and 23 respec 
tively, at their intersections. 

Pivotly mounted at 39 and 39d, of the rails 28 
and 29, and disposed therebetween, is the table 
40, the rear connecting bar 39 of the rails be 
ing disposed behind the table. In the form of 
our invention illustrated, the upper Surface 4 
of the table (Figure 10) contains an Ordinary 
flat surface which may be used for feeding or 
other purposes; and the opposite Side of the 
table 42 (Figure 7) contains a Slate Wall or other 
writing surface. As will be noted, the table is 
revolvable into three operative positions, Figures 
7 and 10 showing two reverse positions thereof, 
and Figure li showing an inclined position. 
The table is maintained in any of its three 

Said operative positions by means of reieasable 
locking means. One corner 83 of the table con 
tains an apertured portion 44 within which is 
slidably mounted the elongated retractable ele 
ment 35 carrying the knob 46 for manual ma 
nipulation; and at the rear of element 45 is the 
spring 47 normally urging element 45 outward 
ly So that it may enter One of three apertured 
portions in the adjacent rail member 2S. Two 
of said apertures are On the rail 28, the front 
One being 48 and the rear one 49; and the third 
of Said apertures 5 is disposed on the lower rear 
Wardly extending Section 34. The arrangement 
is hence Such that upon a manual retraction of 
element 45, the table it may be Swung into any 
One of the three positions, the table oeing releas 
ably locked in one of said three apertures 8, 49 
or 5. 

It is preferred that the foremost portions of 
loops 3 and 32 be disposed forwardly of the front 
edge 5 of the table, so as to facilitate grasping 
Said loops When it is desired to move the struc 
ture, or to hold it while the table is being op 
eratably manipulated. It is also preferred that 
the thickness of table 48 be less than the di 
ameters of the rails 28 and 29, and that the 
table be mounted centrally upon said bars SO 
that the uppermost Surfaces of the rails will be 
above the opposite Surfaces of the table when it 
is in either of its two horizontal positions. As 
Will more clearly hereinafter appear, this will 
keep the table at all times Spaced from the super 
structure when it is operatively mounted upon 
the rails (Figure 3), there being a space 52 be 
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4. 
tween the table and the base of the Superstruc 
ture. It is also preferred that the lateral bars 
22 and 25 of the leg members be disposed above 
the rails 28 and 29, thereby providing lateral Sup 
ports against which the Superstructure can Slid 
ably move when being operatively, assembled 
thereon, as will hereinafter appear. 
The SuperStructure comprises the base por 

tion 53 consisting of the two side bars 54 and 
55 connected together by the rear connecting 
bar 56 (Figures 1, 2 and 3), the forward portions 
of the side bars 5A and 55 being respectively 
connected to hand gripping portions 5 a. and 57, 
these respectively compilising the loopS 58 and 
59 and the upper inwardly extending Supports 
60 and 6?, the latter being preferably horizon 
tal and disposed in Wardly relative to the side 
bars 54 and 55. The Said supportS 60 and 6 
are adapted to Support some upper article, such 
as the chair 7, by suitable fasteners. 
The lateral bars 22 and 25 of the leg members 

have mounted thereon two inwardly extending 
guiding elements 62 and 63 respectively, these 
being preferably, although not necessarily, cylin 
drical members, Said members being spaced 
above the respective rails 28 and 29. The dis 
tance between element 62 and rail 28, and be 
tween element 63 and rail 29, is preferably such 
as to permit the base bars 54 and 55 of the super 
structure to slidably move therebetween, as 
clearly shown in Figure 3. Hence, in operative 
ly placing the SuperStructure into interlocking 
engagement with the understructure, the side 
bars 54 and 55 are placed upon rails 28 and 29 
at a point forwardly of the guiding elements 62 
and 63, and slid rearwardly into interlocking en 
gagement. 
The device is further provided with stop means 

for stopping the forward or rearward movement 
of the SuperStructure upon the understructure, 
and releasably locking it in said predetermined 
assembled position. Said stop means, in the 
preferred form illustrated, comprises (see Fig 
ures 4, 5 and 6) an elongated element 64 extend 
ing through the rail 28 and proportioned to enter 
the aperture 65 in the base bar 54. Disposed 
below and in abutting engagement with the head 
of element 64 is the Spring 66 positioned within 
the rail. 28, the lower portion of element 64 hav 
ing fixably mounted thereon the cam knob 67 
Containing thereon the cam surface 68. In the 
position shown in Figure 5, the highest point of 
the can Surface is in engagement with the under 
side of rail 28, thereby causing a downward re 
traction of element 64 and its withdrawal from 
aperture 65. In this position, the superstructure 
can readily be made to slide over the rail. Upon 
a rotation of knob 67 through an angle of 90°, 
the lowest portion of the cam surface 68 comes 
into engagement with the under side of rail 28, 
thereby permitting the locking element 64 to 
enter the aperture 65, and effect an interlocking 
of the rail 28 and bar 54. When this occurs it 
is obvious that the superstructure cannot move 
relative to the understructure unless the inter 
locking engagement is released by operatively 
manipulating the knob 67. 
The arrangement is hence such that the hands 

are left free to grasp the loops 58 and 59 of the 
SuperStructure and manipulate it slidably upon 
the understructure, since the cam knob 67 will 
frictionally maintain itself in its unlocked posi 
tion after it had been moved thereto. 

It will also be observed that the loops 3 and 
32 of the understructure and the loops 58 and 59 



of the superstructure: extendicini opposite-direct 
tions and together forman aesthetically attiraci. 
tive design; yet, in addition to-their ornamental 
value; they serve-the-utilitarian purposes here 
inabove described . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the preferred form of our invention, thies. 
lateral connecting bars-22- and 25i consist of two'. 
sections in telescopic engagement, the front-sec 
tions: 69 and 70, and the rear sections-71 and 72, 
the joints of said sections being disposed in the 
region of the strips-37 and 38. The arrangement 
is hence such that the rear portion of the leg 
members can be extended backwardly to the posi 
tion shown in Figures 12 and 13. In this position; : 
the chair member 73 can be operatively sup 
ported on said rear portions of the leg-members, 
the hooks 74 and 75 being supported on bars' Tl 
and 72, and the hooked portion 76 being sups 
ported on the rear bar TT connecting the two 
rear legs of the structure; - 
In the position shown in Figures 12 and 13, a 

baby may be seated on the chair T3, and disposed 
rearwardly of the table, so that the table may 
be employed either for feeding purposes, or as a 
play surface. Since the chair is disposed below 
the table, and since there are no obstructingeles 
ments disposed in front of the chair, it is ob 
vious that the child's legs may freely be disposed 
below: the table: w v . . 

It is thus apparent that our invention for a 
convertible article of furniture has several uses: 
It may combinatively be used as an attractive 
article of furniture such as a high chair; it may 
be readily converted, by simple manual manipu 
lation, into a play table; with the table" portion 
movable to one of three different positions; or 
it may be used as an extended table with a baby 
tender attached. 
In the above description, the invention has been 

disclosed merely by way of example and in pre 
ferred manner; but obviously many variations 
and modifications may be made therein. It is 
to be understood, therefore, that... the invention 
is not limited to any specific form or manner of 
practicing same, exceptinsofar. as such limita 
tions are specified in the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. In a convertible article... of furniture; an 

understructure and a Superstructure removably 
supported thereby; the said understructure: con 
prising leg members, two parallel rail members 
secured to said leg members, a table pivotally 
mounted upon and between said, rail members, 
locking means releasably, securing; Said table to 
one, of said rail members, whereby the table may 
be held fixed relative to the rail. members, and 
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guiding; elements secured to... each of Said-leg 
members and spaced above said rail members; 
the superstructure comprising a base portion and 
an upper supporting portion connected thereto, 
said base portion being slidably disposed upon 
said rail members and in underlying slidable 
engagement with said guiding elements, whereby 
the said superstructure is supported by and in 
slidable inter-engagement with the Said under 
structure. s 

2. In a convertible article of furniture, an 
understructure and a superstructure removably 
supported thereby; the said understructure Com 
prising leg members, two parallel rail members 
secured to said leg members and having their 
forward portions bent into arcuate and rear 
wardly extending sections to form hand gripping 
loops, a table pivotally mounted upon and be 
tween said rail members and revolvable for hori 
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6. 
zontal and inclined-positioning, locking: means 
releasably securing said table to... the said rear 
wardly-extending section of at least one of said: 
loops, for holding the table in an inclined posi 
tion, and guiding elements secured to each of 
said leg members and spaced above said rail 
members; the superstructure. comprising a base. 
portion and an upper supporting portion con 
nected thereto, said base portion being slidably 
disposed upon said rail members. and in under 
lying slidable engagement with said guiding ele 
ments, whereby the said superstructure is sup 
ported by and in slidable inter-engagement with 
the said understructure. 

3. In a convertible article of furniture, the com 
bination according to claim 2, characterized by: 
said arcuate"sections being disposed forwardly of . 
the "foremost edge of said table; 

4. In a convertible article of furniture, an un". 
derstructure and a superstructure removably sup 
ported thereby; the said understructure compris 
ing leg. members, two parallel rail members se 
cured to said leg members and having at their 
forward portions handgripping loops, a table piv 
otally mounted upon and between said rail mem 
bers and revolvable for horizontal and inclined. 
positioning with both opposite sides adapted to . 
be" upwardly disposed, said gripping:... loops: each: 
having a downwardly, and a rearwardly extend 
ing section, locking- means releasably, securing: 
the table with front and rear portions of at least. 
one of said rail members and with at least one. 
of said rearwardly extending sections thereof, and 
guiding elements Secured to each of said legi 
*members and spaced above said: rail members; 
the Superstructure comprising a base portionland. 
an upper supporting portion connected thereto; 
said base portion being slidably-disposed upon. 
said rail members' and in underlying slidable-en 
gagement with said: guiding elements; whereby . 
the said superstructure is supported by and in . 
slidable inter-engagement: with the said: under 
Structure; - . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5. In a convertible-article of furniture, an un 
aderstructure and a superstructure remiovably Sup., 
ported thereby; thie said understructure compris 
ing leg members, two-spaced-rail members se-- 
cured to said leg-members and comprising par 
allel trails, front gripping loops with downwardly 
and rearwardly extending sections and a rear bar. 
connecting said rails, a table pivotally mounted 
upon and between saids rails and forwardiy of 
said bar, said table being revolvable for hori 
zontal and inclined positioning with both oppo 
site sides adapted to be upwardly disposed, lock 
ing means releasably securing the table withfront 
and rear portions of at least one of said rails, 
and with at least one of said rearwardly extend-- 
ing sections thereof, and guiding elements se 
cured to each of said leg members and spaced 
above said rail members; the superstructure com 
prising a base portion and an upper supporting 
portion connected thereto, said base portion be 
ing slidably disposed upon said rail members and 
in underlying slidable engagement with said 
guiding elements, whereby the said superstruc 
ture is supported by and in slidable inter-engage 
ment with the said understructure. 

6. In a convertible article of furniture, the 
combination according to claim 1, characterized 
by the leg members extending above said rail 
members, the base of the SuperStructure being in 
slidable engagement with the inner portions of 
said leg members. 

7. In a convertible article of furniture, an 
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understructure and a superstructure renovably 
supported thereby; the said understructure coin 
prising leg members, two parallel rail members 
secured to said leg members, a table pivotally 
mounted upon and between said rail members, 
said table being revolvable for horizontal and 
inclined positioning with both Opposite Sides 
adapted to be upwardly disposed, the uppermost 
portions of said rail members are above the level 
of either side of the table when Said table is 
horizontally disposed, locking means releasably 
securing said table to one of Said rail members, 
whereby the table may be held fixed relative to 
the rail members, and guiding elements Secured 
to each of said leg members and Spaced above 
said rail members; the superstructure comprising 
a base portion and an upper Supporting portion 
connected thereto, said base portion being slid 
ably disposed upon said rail members and in 
underlying slidable engagement with Said guid 
ing elements, whereby the said SuperStructure is 
supported by and in slidable inter-engagement 
with the said understructure, and Spaced above 
the table when it is in a horizontal position. 

8. In a convertible article of furniture, the 
combination according to claim 2, characterized 
by said leg members comprising two front and 
two rear legs and lateral bars connecting the 
front and rear legs, said bars being disposed above 
said rail members, said guiding elements extend 
ing inwardly from said lateral bars, Said rear 
wardly extending sections of Said gripping loops 
intersecting and being secured to Said two front 
legS. 

9. In a convertible article of furniture, an un 
derstructure and a superstructure removably 
supported thereby; the said understructure Con 
prising leg members, two parallel rail members 
secured to said leg members and having at their 
forward portions hand gripping loops, a table 
pivotally mounted upon and between Said rail 
members and revolvable for horizontal and in 
clined positioning with both opposite Sides 
adapted to be upwardly disposed, said gripping 
loops each having a down Wardly and a rear 
Wardly extending section, a retractable locking 
member adjacent an edge of Said table, apertured 
portions on front and rear portions of the rail 
member adjacent said edge and On the rear 
wardly extending section of said rail member, 
said locking member being operatively engage 
able with said apertured portions, and guiding 
elements secured thereto and Spaced above Said 
rail members; the superstructure comprising a 
base portion and an upper Supporting portion 
connected thereto, said base portion being slid 
ably disposed upon said rail members and in 
underlying slidable engagement With said guid 
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ing elements, whereby the said superstructure is 
supported by and in Slidable inter-engagement 
With the said underStructure. 

10. In a convertible article of furniture, the 
combination according to claim 5, and a Spring 
loaded retractable elongated stop element eX 
tending vertically through one of Said rails and 
the said base portion of the Superstructure, 
whereby the latter is releasably held against 
movement. 

11. In a convertible article of furniture, an un 
derStructure and a Superstructure removably 
Supported thereby; the said understructure coin 
prising leg members, two spaced rail members 
Secured to said leg members and comprising 
parallel rails, front gripping loops with down 
wardly and rearwardly extending sections and a 
rear bar connecting said rails, a table pivotally 
mounted upon and between said rails and for 
Wardly of Said bar, said table being revolvable 
for horizontal and inclined positioning with both 
opposite sides adapted to be upwardly disposed, 
locking means releasably securing the table with 
front and rear portions of at least one of said 
rails and with at least one of said rearwardly 
extending sections, and guiding elements se 
cured thereto and spaced above said rail mem 
bers; the superstructure comprising a base por 
tion and an upper Supporting portion connected 
thereto, said base portion being siidably disposed 
upon said rail members and in underlying siid 
able engagement with said guiding elements, 
whereby the said superstructure is supported by 
and in slidable inter-engagement with the said 
understructure, said upper supporting portion 
having at the front thereof two upper hand 
gripping loops extending downwardly and rear 
wardly, the rearwardly extending portion form 
ing lateral bars whereby an article of furniture 
may be secured thereon. W 

HYMAN POTACK. 
DAVID BRAND. 
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