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& (57) Abstract: A catheter device having a proboscis, such as a needle (22), and a transducer which detects the axial displacement
of the proboscis in relation to the distal tip or the catheter.. The transducer is positioned at a distal portion of the catheter and
may comprise an induction coil (32) or a potentiometer. Axial displacement of the proboscis changes the amount of inductance or
resistance in the transducer. This change in inductance or resistance can be calibrated to the amount of axial displacement of the

proboscis and provided as feedback to the user.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 219

Continuation of Box II1.1

Claims Nos.: 21~23

Claims 21-23 are related to a method of using a catheter device. The
method explicitly comprises the step of "advancing the catheter device
through a body lumen". This step represents a surgical intervention by
means of which the method as a whole is considered to be a method for
treatment of the human or animal body by surgery in the sense of Rule
39.1(4v) PCT. ' :
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This internatiénal, search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Clairﬁs Nos.: ' 21-23

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. D Claims Nos.:
bacause they relate to parts of the international application that do not com ply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

: because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as foilows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers alisearchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

a. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: .

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this inteational search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:] No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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