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tion of Illinois 
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16 Claims. (CI. 312-301) 

This invention relates to a stationery pedestal for stor 
ing office supplies and the like, and to trays forming a part 
thereof. 

It is an important object of the present invention to 
provide an improved stationery pedestal for storing office 
Supplies and the like including a set of stationery trays 
Supported upon guides for longitudinal sliding movement 
between a storage position and extended positions, there 
being provided cooperating abutment shoulders and arms 
on the trays, so that when one of the lower ones of the 
trays is moved from the storage position thereof to an 
extended position thereof, the trays disposed thereabove 
are moved from the storage position thereof to an extend 
ed position thereof wherein the next lower one of the trays 
is disposed outwardly with respect to the next higher one 
of the trays by a predetermined distance. 

In connection with the foregoing object, it is another 
object of the invention to provide an improved stationery 
pedestal of the type set forth wherein the abutment shoul 
der is carried by an inturned flange on a side wall of the 
tray and the arm is struck from the bottom wall of the 
tray. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide an 

improved stationery pedestal of the type set forth wherein 
cooperating abutment shoulders and arms are provided 
on both sides of each tray to insure proper lateral align 
ment thereof without binding as the trays are pulled to 
the extended positions thereof. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved stationery pedestal of the type set forth, wherein 
the lowermost tray of the set of trays carries abutment 
fingers that project laterally outwardly to engage a por 
tion of the associated pedestal body, thereby to prevent in 
advertent removal of the trays from the pedestal body. 

In connection with the foregoing object, it is another 
object of the invention to provide a pair of abutment 
fingers on opposite sides of the tray, the fingers being 
manually movable to a disengaged position so as to 
release the trays with respect to the associated pedestal 
body. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide an 

improved stationery pedestal of the type set forth where 
in front and rear abutment shoulders are provided on the 
trays and the arms extend therebetween and in longitu 
dinal alignment therewith, each arm being disposed against 
the associated front abutment shoulder and longitudinally 
spaced from the associated rear abutment shoulder a pre 
determined distance when the trays are in the storage posi 
tion thereof, whereby when one of the trays is moved from 
the storage position thereof to an extended position there 
of, the trays disposed thereabove are moved from the 
storage position thereof to an extended position thereof 
wherein the next lower one of the trays is disposed out 
wardly with respect to the next higher one of the trays 
by the predeterimned distance, and the trays disposed 
therebelow are moved from the storage position thereof 
to an extended position thereof in vertical alignment with 
the one tray, thereby to provide a neat orderly arrange 
ment of the trays. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide in a 
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2 
stationery pedestal of the type set forth an improved tray 
which accommodates the interlocking between adjacent 
trays as set forth above, the trays incorporating therein 
abutment shoulders and arms as required. 

Further features of the invention pertain to the arrange 
ment of the parts, whereby the above-outlined and addi 
tional operating features thereof are attained. 
The invention, both as to its organization and method 

of use, together with further objects and advantages there 
of, will best be understood by reference to the following 
specification taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a stationery 

pedestal made in accordance with and embodying the 
principles of the present invention, the stationery pedestal 
having been shown mounted on the end of a desk run-off 
with the door for closing the front of the stationery 
pedestal being shown partially broken away; 
FIG. 2 is a view in vertical section along the line 2-2 

in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view in vertical section through 

the stationery pedestal along the line 3-3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a further enlarged fragmentary view in ver 

tical section along the line 4-4 of FIG. 3 and illustrating 
the mounting of one side of the trays and the interlocking 
between certain of the trays; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary view in vertical section through 
certain of the trays as seen along the line 5-5 in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a partial plan view of an intermediate tray; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary view in horizontal section 

through one of the side guides as seen in the direction of 
the arrows along the line 7-7 in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of the stationery 
pedestal of FIG. 1 with the door closed and the pedestal 
removed from the associated run-off structure; 
FIG. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary view with certain 

portions broken away of the portion of FIG. 8 within 
the circle designated 9; 

FIG. 10 is a plan view of the portion of the structure 
illustrated in FIG. 9 as seen along the line 10-10 there 
of; 

FIG. 11 is an enlarged fragmentary view in vertical sec 
tion along the line 11-11 in FIG. 8; 
FIG. 12 is an enlarged fragmentary view in horizontal 

section along the line 12-12 of FIG. 8; and 
FIG. 13 is a view in vertical section along the line 

13-13 of FIG. 12. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, there is 

illustrated a stationery pedestal 100 made in accordance 
with and embodying the principles of the present inven 
tion, the stationery pedestal 100 having been shown 
mounted on the underside of a run-off 50, the run-off 50 
typically having the righthand end thereof (not shown) 
supported by an office desk and having the lefthand end 
thereof supported by support structure. 60. 
The stationery pedestal 100 includes a pedestal body 

i01 having a pair of longitudinally extending opposed 
side walls 102, a bottom wall 110, a top wall 120 (see 
FIG. 3 also) and a rear wall 130, all mutually joined 
at the intersecting edges thereof and defining an enclosure 
having an opening in the front thereof that is adapted to 
be closed by a hinged door 150, a front frame 140 being 
provided adjacent to the front opening and extending 
therearound and also forming an abutment for the door 
150 in the closed position thereof. 

Referring particularly to FIGS. 3, 7 and 8 to 13, it 
will be seen that each of the side walls 102 includes a 
generally flat rearward directed panel 103 which has in 
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tegral with the forward end thereof an inturned flange 
104 which in turn carries a re-entrant flange 105 dis 
posed substantially parallel to the panel 103, the flange 
104 forming a portion of the frame of the door 150. The 
bottom wall 10 likewise includes a substantially flat 
rectangular panel 111 which has an upturned front flange 
14 thereon that carries an inturned flange 115 disposed 

substantially parallel to the panel 111. The flange 114 also 
forms a portion of a frame for the door 150 in coopera 
tion with the flanges 104 on the side walls 102. 
The top wall 120 also extends between the side walls 

102 and terminates at the forward end thereof at the 
frame 140 and at the rear end thereof is formed integral 
with the rear wall 130. The rear wall 130 extends be 
tween the side walls 102 and at the lower end thereof is 
intergal with the forwardly directed panel 131 that ex 
tends forwardly and under the frame 140 and is disposed 
on top of the bottom wall 110. 
The frame 140 extends completely around the front 

of the pedestal body 101 and is disposed just to the rear 
of the inturned flanges 105 and 115 on the side walls 102 
and the bottom wall 110, respectively. More specifically, 
the frame 140 is U-shaped in cross section and includes a 
main body 141 and a pair of parallel and outwardly 
directed flanges 142 and 143, the flange 142 being dis 
posed directly against and in contact with the re-entrant 
flanges 105 and 115. As may be seen in FIG. 7, the side 
Walls 102 are connected to the frame flanges 142 and 143 
as at 106, and the bottom wall 110 and the overlying 
panel 131 are connected to the frame 140 by members 
144 and 145. The rear of the pedestal body 101 is rein 
forced by the structure 146 (see FIG. 3), whereby to 
insure the necessary strength and rigidity thereof. The 
frame 140 serves also to mount the forward end of the 
stationery pedestal 100 on the run-off 50, and additional 
mounting structure 147 is also provided at the rear of 
the pedestal body 101 on the top wall 120 for mounting 
the rear of the stationery pedestal 100 upon the run-off 
50. 

Additional details of the construction of the pedestal 
body 101 and particularly details of the mounting of the 
door 150 will be seen by reference to FIGS. 8 to 13. As 
illustrated in the drawings, the door 150 is hinged on the 
left as viewed in FIG. 8 within the frame 140 and sur 
rounded by the flanges 105 and 115 on the side walls 
102 and the bottom wall 110, respectively. The door 150 
is formed of a metal outer panel 151 and the metal inner 
panel 152 connected around the periphery thereof by a 
metal wall 153, a handle 155 being provided on the 
outer panel 151 to facilitate opening and closing of the 
door. A quantity of insulating and sound deadening 
material 156 fills the interior of the door 150. An upper 
hinge plate 160 is provided to hinge the upper edge of 
the door to the frame 140, the hinge plate 160 including 
an attachment flange 161, an offset flange 162 and a Y 
shaped hinge flange 163, the flanges 161 and 163 being 
parallel to each other and both perpendicular to the 
flange 162, the flange 163 having two arms 164 and 65 
as is best seen in FIG. 10. A pair of elliptical openings 
166 is provided in the support flange 161 to receive there 
through bolt 167 that engage weld nuts 168 welded to 
the upper surface of the main wall 141 of the frame 140. 
Each of the flange arms 164 and 165 carries a downwardly 
extending hinge post 169, the forward most hinge post 169 
extending into an opening in the top wall 153 of the door 
150 to provide a hinged connection thereto. The other 
arm 164 on the hinge plate 160 is utilized to hinge the 
door 150 on the right, if desired. A second hinge plate 
170 is provided for hinging the lower edge of the door 
150 to the pedestal body 101, the hinge plate 170 being 
suitably secured as by welding to the bottom wall 110 
and having a hinge post 179 extending upwardly there 
from in alignment with the hinge post 169, the hinge post 
179 extending into an opening of the lower end of the 
door 150 to provide a hinged connection therefor. 
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4. 
Finally, a brace structure 180 (see FIGS. 12 and 13) 

is provided to brace the door 50 in the open position 
thereof, when desired. Mounted on the frame 40 is an 
upstanding post 181 held thereon by a screw 182, the 
post 181 cooperating with a brace 183, and more specifical 
ly extending into an elongated slot 84 formed therein. 
A retaining plate 185 is disposed above the brace 183 
and is held in position by the screw 182 so as to maintain 
the brace 183 in sliding engagement with the post 81. 
The other end of the brace 183 is pivotally connected by 
a rivet 186 to a bracket 187 secured to the inner panel 152 
of the door 150 by means of screws 188, a mounting 
plate 189 being provided on the inner surface of the door 
panel 152 to provide adequate engagement for the Screws 
188. 
The pedestal body 10 supports therein for sliding 

movement with respect thereto a set of trays generally 
designated by the numeral 220 and as illustrated includ 
ing eleven trays; disposed above the tray set 200 is a 
convenience tray 299. As illustrated, the set of trays 200 
includes a topmost stationery tray 201, seven intermediate 
trays 220 of identical construction, a bottom most en 
velope tray 240 and two intermediate envelope trays 260 
of identical construction. All of the trays in the set 200 
including the trays 20, 220, 240 and 260, as well as 
the convenience tray 290, are supported upon a pair of 
guides 300 disposed upon opposite sides of the stationery 
pedestal 10: adjacent to the front opening therein and 
mounted upon the side walls 102. As may be seen in 
FIGS. 3, 4 and 7, each of the guides 300 is formed in 
tegral and as one-piece and each includes a main wall 
301 that is generally rectangular in shape and carries 
on the inner surface thereof a plurality of guide flanges 
302 disposed perpendicular to the main wall 301 and 
extending inwardly therefrom a short distance and dis 
posed parallel to the bottom wall 10 and the top wall 
120 of the pedestal body 101. Preferably the guides 300 
are formed one-piece of synthetic plastic resin, the 
preferred plastic being high impact polystyerne, the shape 
of the guides 300 facilitating their production by ex 
trusion of pieces having the cross section illustrated in 
FIG. 4. As may be best seen in FIG. 3, the vertical 
extent of a guide 300 is from a point spaced above the 
bottom wall 10 and upwardly to and slightly above the 
upper edge of the convenience tray 290, and the longi 
tudinal rearward extent of the guide 300 is from a point 
to the rear of the flanges 105 and 115 and rearwardly a 
distance equal approximately to /3 of the depth of the 
pedestal body 101. Each of the guides 300 is mounted 
upon the associated side wall 102 by means of a plurality 
of screws extending through openings in the main wall 
301. Referring more particularly to FIG. 7 of the draw 
ings, it will be seen that there is provided toward the 
forward edge of the guide 300 a vertically arranged 
series of openings each receiving a screw 36 there 
through, the screw 310 being received in a threaded por 
tion in the main wall 148 of the frame 140. In order 
properly to position the forward portion of the guide 
300, a spacer 320 formed of plastic has been provided 
including a body 321 and a pair of vertically extending 
side flanges 322, the wall 321 having openings therein 
to receive the screws 310 therethrough, whereby the spacer 
320 serves properly to position the forward end of the 
guide 300 with respect to the associated side wall 102. 
The rear end of the guide 300 is mounted upon the side 
wall 102 by means of a support 330, the support 330 in 
cluding a main Wall 331 extending substantially the height 
of the pedestal body 101 and having a pair of rearwardly 
directed flanges 332 carrying on the outer edges thereof 
out-turned attachment flanges 333 that are suitably 
secured to the side wall 192 as by welding. The main 
wall 331 has a series of openings therein in alignment 
with cooperating openings in the guide 300 to receive 
therethrough screws 340 for mounting the rear end of the 
guide 300 upon the support 330. 
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The construction of one of the envelope trays 260 
will now be described with particular reference to FIGS. 
1 and 3 to 6, inclusive. The tray 260 is preferably formed 
entirely of sheet metal and includes a generally rec 
tangular bottom wall 261 having on the longitudinally 
extending side edges thereof integral upturned flanges 
262 extending the entire length thereof. The forward 
end of each of the side walls 262 is beveled upwardly 
and rearwardly as at 263. Integral with the upper edge 
of the side walls 262 is an inturned flange 264 extend 
ing from the associated bevel 263 rearwardly to the 
rear end of the associated flange 262, and formed in each 
of the flanges 264 is a cutout 265 providing a front 
abutment shoulder 266 and a rear abutment shoulder 
267. The forward edge of the bottom wall 26 also has 
formed thereon a rearwardly disposed reinforcing flange 
268 thereunder and on the rear end thereof an upturned 
rear flange 269. Struck from the bottom wall 261 adjacent 
to the side edges thereof and in general vertical alignment 
with the slots 265 therein are two downwardly extend 
ing arms 270, each arm 270 having a forward projection 
270a and a rear projection 270b thereon and being adapted 
to engage in the cutout 265 of the tray disposed there 
below. A divider 27 is also provided on the upper 
surface of the bottom wall 26, and secured thereto by 
fasteners 272, the divider 27 extending from a point just 
rearwardly of the front end of the tray 260 to a point 
disposed slightly to the rear of the midpoint of the bot 
tom wall 261. There further is provided in the bottom 
wall 261 a plurality of cutouts 273, 274 and 275 which 
cooperate to define a tab 276 connected to the bottom 
wall 261 by bendable hinge portions 277. Three of the 
tabs 276 have been illustrated in the bottom wall 26, 
two of the tabs being disposed on one side of the divider 
271 and one tab on the other side thereof. Each of the 
tabs 276 is bendable between an inoperative position in 
which it lies in the plane of the bottom wall 261 and an 
operative position wherein it is disposed normal to the 
bottom wall 26, and extends upwardly therefrom as is 
illustrated in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. It will be understood that 
the tabs 276 can be manually moved between the opera 
tive and inoperative positions thereof as required, the 
tabs 276 in the operative position in effect shortening the 
length of the associated tray to accommodate a shorter 
length of envelope therein, the upper tab 276 disposed 
to the right in FIG. 6 being shown in the operative 
position. 
The intermediate trays 220 are constructed like the 

trays 260, but as illustrated have a slightly shorter length 
and do not have the divider 271 therein. More specifically, 
each of the trays 220 includes a bottom wall 221, a pair 
of side walls 222 and a pair of inturned flanges 224 pro 
vided with cutouts 225 therein providing a front abut 
ment shoulder 226 and a rear abutment shoulder 227. 
The forward edge of the bottom wall 221 also has formed 
thereon a rearwardly disposed reinforcing flanges 228 
thereunder and on the rear end thereof an upturned rear 
flange 229. Struck from the bottom wall 221 adjacent 
to the side edges thereof and in general vertical alignment 
with the cutouts 225 therein are two downwardly extend 
ing arms 230, each arm 230 having a forward projection 
230a and a rear projection 230b thereon and being adapted 
to engage in the cutouts 225 or 265, as the case may be, 
of the tray disposed therebelow. The bottom wall 22i 
may also be provided with the plurality of cutouts so as 
to define tabs (not shown) connected to the bottom wall 
221 by bendable portions, these tabs being like the tabs 
276 described above with respect to the tray 260. 
The topmost tray 201 in the set 200 is essentially 

formed like one of the trays 220, but differs therefrom 
in that it does not have the cutouts in the inturned 
flanges on the side walls; accordingly, like numerals have 
been applied to the parts of the tray 201 that correspond 
to like parts on one of the trays 220. 
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6 
The lowermost tray 240 is formed substantially iden 

tical to the tray 260 described above in detail. More 
specifically, the tray 240 includes a bottom wall 241, a 
pair of side walls 242 and a pair of inturned flanges 244 
provided with cutouts 245 therein providing a front abut 
ment shoulder 246 and a rear abutment shoulder 247. 
The forward edge of the bottom wall 24 has thereon 
a downwardly disposed reinforcing flange 248 disposed 
substantially normal to the bottom wall 241, and an up 
wardly disposed rear wall 249, the flange 248 providing a 
convenient handhold for the user in pulling the set of 
trays 200 to the outermost position thereof. It will be 
noted that there are no downwardly extending arms struck 
from the bottom wall 241 of the tray 240, inasmuch as 
there is no tray therebelow to cooperate with such arms. 
A divider 251 like the divider 271 described above is 
provided on the upper surface of the bottom wall 241, 
and there further is provided a plurality of cutouts (not 
shown) which cooperate to define a plurality of tabs 
(not shown) like the tabs 276 described above. 
There further is provided on each side of the tray 240 

adjacent to the rear thereof a pair of spring arms 255 
including an attachment portion 256 suitably secured to 
the inner surface of the adjacent side wall 242 by suit 
able means such as welding. Formed integral with the at 
tachment portion 256 and disposed rearwardly with re 
spect thereto is a hook-like portion 257 that extends out 
wardly through an opening 242a formed in the side wall 
242 at the rear thereof, the hook-like portion 257 ex 
tending substantially normal to the associated side wall 
242 in position to engage the rear edge of the associated 
guide 300 when the drawer 240 is pulled forwardly to 
the position illustrated in FIG. 7. The spring arm 255 pre 
vents inadvertent withdrawal of the drawer 240 from the 
pedestal body 10, whereby to prevent accidental dropping 
thereof accompanied by spillage of the contents thereof. 
Inasmuch as all of the trays in the set 200 are intercon 
nected (as will be described more fully hereinafter), the 
spring arms 255 serve to prevent inadvertent withdrawal 
of the entire tray set 200 from the pedetsal body 101. 
Should it be desired to remove the tray set 200 from 
the pedestal body 101, a user may place his hands within 
the tray 240 and grasp the curved portions 258 at the 
juncture of the attachment portion 256 and the hook-like 
portion 257 and pull the hook-like portions 257 of the 
Spring arms 255 inwardly through the associated openings 
242a; the lowermost tray 240 and all the other trays in 
the tray set 200 can now be readily removed from the 
pedestal body 101. There further is provided on the rear 
wall 249 of the bottom most tray 240 a resilient bumper 
259 which is adapted to engage the rear pedestal wall 
130 when the tray 240 is in the rearmost position thereof. 
As is best illustrated in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, the down 

wardly projecting arms of each next higher tray in the 
tray set 200 extend downwardly into the cutout of the 
next lower tray in the set of trays 200; more specifically, 
the downwardly extending arms 230 on the uppermost 
tray 201 extend downwardly into the associated cutouts 
225 in the next lower tray 220; the arms 230 on each 
of the trays 220 except the lowermost one in turn extend 
downwardly into the associated cutouts 225 in the next 
lower tray, and the arms 230 of the lowermost tray 220 
extend downwardly into the cutouts 265 in the uppermost 
intermeditae envelope tray 260; the arms 270 on the enve 
lope trays 260 extend downwardly into the cutouts 265 and 
245 on the associated next lower trays, respectively. When 
each of the trays in the tray set 200 is in the storage 
position thereof, i.e., when the trays are disposed as far 
to the right as possible in FIGS. 2 and 3, the lowermost 
tray 240 has the bumper 259 at the rear thereof bearing 
against the rear pedestal wall 30; the arms 270 in the 
next higher tray 260 have the forward edges thereof dis 
posed against the front shoulder 246 of the tray 240; the 
arms 270 of the next higher tray are disposed against 
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the associated front abutment shoulders 266 on the next 
lower tray; the lowermost one of the trays 220 has the 
arms 230 thereof abutting against the associated front 
shoulders 266 on the higher one of the trays 260; the 
next higher trays 220 each have the arms 236 thereof 
disposed against the front abutment shoulders 226 of 
the next lower tray; and finally the topmost tray 201 has 
the arms 230 thereof disposed respectively against the as 
sociated front abutment shoulders 226 on the topmost one 
of the trays 220; whereby each of the trays in the tray 
set 200 is held in its rearmost position by engagement of 
the arms thereof against the front abutment shoulder of 
the next lower tray in the tray set 200. As a result, all 
of the trays are uniformly aligned along the front edges 
thereof as is illustrated by the tray positions to the right 
in FIG. 2 and by the tray positions in Solid lines and to 
the right in FIG. 3. 

If the lowermost tray 240 is now pulled to the Outer 
most position by the user grabbing the downturned fiange 
248 and moving the tray 240 to the position illustrated 
by the dashed lines and to the left in FIG. 3, each of the 
trays in the tray set 200 is moved outwardly So that the 
front edge thereof extends upwardly and rearwardly to the 
right along an inclined line illustrated to the left in FIG. 
3. More specifically, movement of the lowermost tray 
240 to its outermost position places the Spring arms 255, 
and specifically the hook-like portions 257, in engagement 
with the rear edge of the associated guides 308, whereby 
to fix the position of the lowermost tray 246. The arms 
270 on the lower one of the trays 26 after a short dis 
tance of travel of the tray 240 are engaged by the rear 
abutment shoulders 247 on the tray 240, which abutment 
shoulders 247 thereafter serve to carry the lower one of 
the trays 260 outwardly to the position illustrated to the 
left in dashed lines of FIG. 3. The rear abutment shoul 
ders 267 on the lower one of the trays 260 after the short 
distance of outward travel thereof engage the arms 270 
of the upper one of the trays 266, whereby to move the 
upper one of the trays 260 to the position illustrated. 
Such outward movement of the upper tray 260 causes the 
rear abutment shoulders 267 thereon to engage the de 
pending arms 230 of the lowermost one of the trays 220, 
whereby to move the lowermost one of the trays 226 to 
the position illustrated to the left and in dashed lines in 
FIG. 3. Such outward movement of the lowermost one 
of the trays 220 causes the rear abutment shoulders 227 
thereon to engage the depending arms 230 of the next 
higher tray 220 to pull the next higher tray to the outer 
position illustrated. And finally, movement of the highest 
one of the trays 220 to the outer position causes engage 
ment of the shoulders 227 thereof with the depending 
arms 230 on the tray 26; to move the tray 20 to the 
position to the left illustrated in dashed lines in FIG. 3. 
Recapitulating, by simply grasping the flange 248 on the 
lowermost tray 240 and pulling outwardly until the tray 
is stopped by the spring arms 255, all of the trays in the 
tray set 200 are arranged in a staggered relationship with 
the next higher tray being slightly disposed inwardly or 
to the left as illustrated in FIG. 3, in which extended 
position the contents of the various trays are all readily 
available to the user, this all being accomplished by a 
single movement by the user of tray 240 from the storage 
position to the fully extended position thereof. 

in order to move each of the trays in the tray set 200 
from the fully extended position illustrated in FIG. 3 
in dashed lines to the left to the storage position illus 
trated in full lines and to the right, the user need only 
push the depending flange 248 on the tray 246 inwardly 
or to the right from the position illustrated in dashed 
lines to that illustrated in full lines, i.e., to a position 
wherein the bumper 259 is abutting against the inner Sur 
face of the rear pedestal wall 30. Such movement of 
the lowermost tray 240 moves each of the higher trayS 
in the tray set 200 to the full storage position thereof. 
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More specifically, after a short distance of travel of the 
lowermost tray 249, the front abutment shoulders 246 
thereon engage the depending arms 270 on the next higher 
tray, whereby to move the next higher tray to the full 
storage position thereof, the front edge of the lowermost 
tray 260 now being in alignment with the front edge of 
the bottommost tray 240. After a movement of the lower 
most tray 260 to the right a short distance, the front abut 
ment shoulders 266 thereon engage the dependent arms 
279 on the next higher tray 260, thereby to cause the next 
higher tray 260 to move to the full storage position there 
of. Such movement of the higher tray 260 causes the 
front abutment shoulders 266 thereon quickly to engage 
the depending arms 230 on the lowermost one of the 
trays 220, thereby to move the lowermost tray 22 to 
the full storage position thereof. Each of the next higher 
trays 220 is likewise moved to the full storage position 
thereof by engagement of the front abutment shoulders 
226 of a next lower tray with the depending arms 23 
of the next higher tray. And finally, the uppermost one 
of the trays 220 after a short movement to the right en 
gages the arms 230 of the uppermost tray 201 on the 
front abutment shoulders 226 thereof, thereby to move 
the top tray 20 to the full storage position. In the full 
storage position the outer front edges (the edges disposed 
to the left and in solid lines in FIG. 3) are all in vertical 
alignment and disposed within the pedestal body 101. 
At certain times the user does not wish to pull all of 

the trays in the tray set 200 to the outermost extended 
position illustrated by dashed lines in FIG. 3, but rather 
wishes to pull only a certain group of trays in the tray 
set 209 to the outermost extended position. Such an in 
stance is illustrated in FIG. 2, wherein the third tray 220 
from the bottom is illustrated as having been pulled to 
the outermost position with each of the trays in the tray 
set 200 disposed therebelow also moved to the outermost 
extended position but with the trays in the tray Set 200 
disposed therebelow still in vertical alignment therewith 
(i.e., the forward edges in vertical alignment therewith). 
Such an arrangement of the trays automatically results 
from grasping the tray 229 disposed third from the bot 
tom and pulling it outwardly to the position illustrated to 
the left in FIG. 2. Such movement of this tray 220 causes 
each of the trays therebelow in the tray Set 200 to be 
moved outwardly with it and with the front edges in 
vertical alignment, since each of the depending arms 230 
and 270 is in engagement with the associated front abut 
ment shoulder 226, 266 or 246, as the case may be. After 
a short distance of travel of the tray 220 being pulled 
outwardly, the rear abutment shoulders 227 thereon en 
gage the arms 230 of the next higher tray, whereby all 
of the next higher trays are moved outwardly in the Stag 
gered relationship discussed in detail above with respect 
to FIG. 3. As a result, all of the trays below the tray 220 
that is grasped by the user have the front edges thereof 
invertical alignment with the grasped tray 229, while all 
of the trays in the tray set 200 above the tray 220 that 
is grasped are in the described rearwardly staggered rela 
tionship. Furthermore, the grasped tray 220 and all higher 
trays may be moved out a greater distance now than they 
could when the lowermost tray 24) is grasped, since the 
entire tray set 200 can now be moved outwardly until 
the spring arms 255 engage the rear edge of the guides 
300. As a consequence, it will be noted that the grasped 
tray 220 and all higher trays in the tray set 200 may be 
moved outwardly a greater distance than is the case when 
the lowermost tray 240 is grasped. This can be most ad 
vantageous when it is desired to remove materials from 
the rear of the higher trays of the tray set 20 or when 
it is desirable to place materials in the rear thereof. It 
will be understood that a similar alignment of the trays 
in the tray set 200 is obtained when any other tray 205, 
220 or 250 is pulled outwardly manually. 
The guides 360 essentially support the various trays in 

the tray set 200 and the tray 290 in cantilever fashion, 
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both when the trays are in the storage position thereof 
illustrated in the drawing by solid lines in FIG. 3, and 
when the trays are in an extended or operative position 
thereof illustrated by dashed lines in FIGS. 2 and 3. More 
specifically, it will be seen from FIG. 3 that the rearward 
extent of the guides 360 is but a fraction of the longitu 
dinal extent of even the shorter drawers 20 and 220, 
and specifically, the longitudinal extent of the guides 300 
is less than half that of the shortest drawers 201 and 220. 
Such suspension of the drawers is accomplished because 
the guide flanges 302 on the guides 300 have upper Sur 
faces 303 that support the associated tray by engaging the 
undersurface of the bottom wall thereof and also have 
lower surfaces 304 that engage the upper edges of the 
side walls of the trays and the inturned flanges thereon 
when necessary to limit the tilting movement of the trays 
when they are suspended and supported in cantilever fash 
ion by the guides 300. In other words, each of the trays 
as may be seen in FIGS. 4 and 5 is supported on the un 
derside of the bottom wall thereof by the uppermost Sur 
face 303 on the guide flange 302 disposed therebelow, 
and when the tray is tipped in either the storage or an 
extended position thereof, the upper edge of the side wall 
and the upper surface of the inturned flanges thereon en 
gage when necessary the inwardly extending undersur 
face 304 of the guide flange 302 disposed thereabove, 
whereby each of the trays is supported on each side there 
of by a pair of vertically spaced apart and opposed Sup 
port surfaces 393 and 304 on a pair of guide flanges 302. 
This manner of supporting and suspending the trays is 
economical, provides for positive effective support in all 
positions of the trays, and gives smooth and easy sliding 
movement of each tray, and the entire set of trays when 
necessary, between the storage and extended positions 
thereof. 
The convenience tray 290 is also mounted upon the 

side guides 300 between the uppermost pair of guide 
flanges 302 on the guides 300. As illustrated, the conven 
ience tray 290 includes a bottom wall 29 having partial 
side walls 292 integral therewith, an upturned front wall 
293 and an upturned integral rear wall 294 carrying a 
rubber bumper 295. Disposed within the convenience tray 
290 is a divider structure 296 disposed between the side 
walls 292 and upon the bottom wall 291 and terminating 
in the front in a downturned flange 297 usefully adapted 
to be grasped by the user to move the tray 290 from the 
storage position illustrated by solid lines in F.G. 3 to the 
extended position illustrated by dashed lines therein. 
The rear ends of the side walls 292 carry spring arms 
255 of the type described above with respect to tray 240, 
the spring arms 255 being adapted to engage the rear edge 
of the adjacent guide 300 to limit the outward move 
ment of the tray 290, thus to prevent inadvertent total 
withdrawal and dropping thereof. The user can manually 
retract the spring arms 255, as has been described above, 
so that the tray 290 can be purposefully remove from 
the pedestal body 401, if desired. 

In an illustrative example of the stationery pedestal 
100, the pedestal body ie has a width of 11% inches, a 
height of 16 inches and a depth of 18 inches. In the tray 
set 200, the uppermost tray 201 and each of the trays 
220 has a width of 9 inches, a length of 14 inches and 
a depth of 3%2 inch; the trays 240 and 260 have a length 
of 17 inches and the other dimensions same as the trays 
20 E. and 220. The side guides 300 each have a height of 14 
inches, a width (longitudinal extent) of 6% inches; the 
vertical extent of the guide flanges 302 is /8 inch, the 
width of /8 inch and a distance of 1 inch between the op 
posing support surfaces 303 and 304. Each tray travels 
outwardly about 1 inch before the rear abutment flange 
227, 247 or 267, as the case may be, contacts the arms 
on the next higher tray. All of the parts are made of 
sheet metal except those specifically stated to be formed 
of other materials as described above. 
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From the above it will be seen that there has been pro 

vided an improved stationery pedestal for storing office 
supplies and the like, and trays for use therein, which 
fulfill all of the objects and advantages set forth above. 
More specifically, there has been provided an improved 
stationery pedestal of the type set forth including a set 
of stationery trays supported upon guides for longitudinal 
sliding movement between a storage position and one of 
several extended positions, there being provided cooperat 
ing abutment shoulders and arms on the trays, so that 
when one of the lower ones of the trays is moved from 
the storage position thereof to an extended position there 
of, the trays disposed thereabove are moved from the 
storage position thereof to an extended position thereof 
wherein the next lower one of the trays is disposed out 
wardly with respect to the next higher one of the trays by 
a predetermined distance, thereby to provide a staggered 
array of the trays. Preferably, the abutment shoulders 
are carried by inturned flanges on the side walls of the 
tray and the dependent arms are struck from the bottom 
walls of the trays. There further are provided on the 
lowermost tray spring fingers that prevent inadvertent re 
moval of the trays from the pedestal body, the spring 
fingers being manually retractable to release the trays, 
if desired. In addition, pairs of opposed front and rear 
abutment shoulders are provided on each of the trays 
so that the trays can be all moved from the extended posi 
tions to the storage positions by grasping the lowermost 
tray and moving it to the storage position, and conversely 
when an intermediate tray is grasped and moved from the 
storage position thereof to an extended position thereof, 
the trays disposed thereabove are moved from the storage 
position thereof to the staggered extended position thereof 
wherein the next lower one of the trays is disposed out 
wardly with respect to the next higher one of the trays by 
a predetermined distance, and the trays disposed there 
below are moved from the storage position thereof to an 
extended position thereof with the front edges in vertical 
alignment with the one grasped tray. 

Finally, improved trays for use in a stationery pedestal 
have also been provided, each of the trays having struc 
ture therein accommodating interlocking between adjacent 
trays as set forth above, the trays incorporating therein 
abutment shoulders and arms as required. Furthermore, 
in certain of the trays, portions of the bottom wall are 
cut out to provide tabs connected to the bottom wall by 
hinged portions, the tabs being manually bendable be 
tween an inoperative position disposed in the plane of the 
bottom wall and an operative position disposed laterally 
of the tray and extending upwardly from the bottom wall 
thereof to provide a partition for the tray. 

While there has been described what is at present con 
sidered to be the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
it will be understood that various modifications may be 
made therein, and it is intended to cover in the appended 
claims all such modifications as fall within the true spirit 
and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 

the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within 
said body and respectively mounted upon said side walls 
in general alignment, a set of stationery trays supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between a storage position and extended positions, 
all but the topmost one of said set of trays having an in 
turned flange on at least one side thereof carrying an abut 
ment shoulder thereon, and all but the bottom most one 
of said set of trays having a downwardly extending arm 
disposed in front of and in longitudinal alignment with 
the abutment shoulder of the next lower one of said trays, 
each of said arms being longitudinally spaced from the 
associated one of said abutment shoulders a predeter 
mined distance when said trays are in the storage posi 
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tion thereof, whereby when one of the lower ones of said 
trays is moved from the storage position thereof to an 
extended position thereof the trays disposed thereabove 
are moved from the storage position thereof to an ex 
tended position thereof wherein the next lower one of 
said trays is disposed outwardly with respect to the next 
higher one of said trays by said predetermined distance. 

2. The stationery pedestal set forth in claim 1, and 
further comprising a door hingedly mounted on Said body 
and arranged to close said front opening when said trays 
are in the storage position thereof. 

3. A stationery pedestal for storing office Supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within 
said body and respectively mounted upon said side walls 
in general alignment, a set of stationery trays Supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between a storage position and extended positions, 
each of said trays including a bottom Wall and a pair of 
opposed longitudinally extending side walls, at least one 
of said tray side walls on all but the topmost one of said 
set of trays having an inturned fiange thereon carrying an 
abutment shoulder, and all but the bottom most one of 
said set of trays having a downwardly extending arm dis 
posed in front of and in longitudinal alignment with the 
abutment shoulder of the next lower one of Said trayS, 
each of said arms being longitudinally spaced from the 
associated one of said abutment shoulders a prede 
termined distance when said trays are in the storage posi 
tion thereof, whereby when one of the lower ones of said 
trays is moved from the storage position thereof to an 
extended position thereof the trays disposed thereabove 
are moved from the storage position thereof to an ex 
tended position thereof wherein the next lower one of 
said trays is disposed outwardly with respect to the next 
higher one of said trays by said predetermined distance. 

4. A stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within 
said body and respectively mounted upon said side walls 
in general alignment, a set of stationery trays supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between a storage position and extended positions, each 
of said trays including a bottom wall and a pair of 
opposed longitudinally extending side walls, at least one 
of the side walls of all but the topmost one of the set 
of trays having an inwardly directed flange thereon carry 
ing an abutment shoulder, and all but the bottom most one 
of Said set of trays having a downwardly extending arm 
struck from the bottom wall thereof and disposed in front 
of and in longitudinal alignment with the abutment 
shoulder of the next lower one of said trays, each of said 
arms being longitudinally spaced from the associated one 
of said abutment shoulders a predetermined distance when 
said trays are in the storage position thereof, whereby 
when one of the lower ones of said trays is moved from 
the Storage position thereof to an extended position there 
of the trays disposed thereabove are moved from the stor 
age position thereof to an extended position thereof 
Wherein the next lower one of said trays is disposed out 
wardly with respect to the next higher one of said trays 
by said predetermined distance. 

5. A stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within said 
body and respectively mounted upon said side walls in 
general alignment, a set of stationery trays supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between the storage position and extended positions, 
each of Said trays including a bottom wall and a pair of 
opposed longitudnially extending side walls on the outer 
edges of said bottom wall, both of the side walls of all 
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but the topmost one of said set of trays having an in 
turned flange thereon and each providing an abutment 
shoulder, and all but the bottom most one of said set of 
trays having a pair of downwardly extending arms struck 
from the bottom wall thereof and disposed in front of 
and in longitudinal alignment with an associated one of 
said abutment shoulder on the next lower one of said 
trays, each of said arms being longitudinally spaced from 
the associated one of said abutment shoulders a prede 
termined distance when said trays are in the storage posi 
tion thereof, whereby when one of the lower ones of said 
trays is moved from the storage position thereof to an 
extended position thereof the trays disposed thereabove 
are moved from the storage position thereof to an ex 
tended position thereof wherein the next lower one of 
said trays is disposed outwardly with respect to the next 
higher one of said trays by said predetermined distance. 

6. A stationery pedestal for storing office Supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within said 
body and respectively mounted upon said side walls in 
general alignment, a set of stationery trays Supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between a storage position and extended positions, 
said body having a projection thereon interiorly thereof, 
the bottom most one of said set of trays having an abut 
ment finger thereon extending outwardly therefrom and 
engaging said projection in the outermost extended posi 
tion of said lowermost tray to prevent inadvertent re 
moval thereof from said body, all but the topmost one 
of said set of trays having an inturned flange on at least 
one side thereof carrying an abutment shoulder thereon, 
and all but the bottom most one of said set of trays hav 
ing a downwardly extending arm disposed in front of 
and in longitudinal alignment with the abutment shoulder 
of the next lower one of said trays, each of said arms 
being longitudinally spaced from the associated one of 
Said abutment shoulders a predetermined distance when 
said trays are in the storage position thereof, whereby 
when one of the lower ones of said trays is moved from 
the storage position thereof to an extended position there 
of the trays disposed thereabove are moved from the 
storage position thereof to an extended position thereof 
wherein the next lower one of said trays is disposed out 
wardly with respect to the next higher one of said trays 
by said predetermined distance. 

7. The stationery pedestal set forth in claim 6, wherein 
said abutment finger is manually retractable out of en 
gagement with said projection to release said bottom 
most drawer to permit removal thereof from said body. 

8. A stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within said 
body and respectively mounted upon said side walls in 
general alignment, a set of stationery trays supported 
upon said guides for longitudinal sliding movement there 
on between a storage position and extended positions, 
each of said trays including a bottom wall and a pair of 
opposed longitudinally extending side walls, at least one 
of Said tray side waiis on all but the topmost one of 
said set of trays having an inturned flange thereon carry 
ing front and rear abutment surfaces longitudinally spaced 
apart and in longitudinal alignment, and all but the 
bottom most one of said trays having a downwardly ex 
tending arm disposed between and in longitudinal align 
ment with the abutment shoulders of the next lower one 
of said trays, each of said arms being disposed against the 
asSociated front abutment shoulder and longitudinally 
spaced from the associated rear abutment shoulder a pre 
determined distance when said trays are in the storage 
position thereof, whereby when one of said trays is moved 
from the Storage position thereof to an extended position 
thereof the trays disposed thereabove are moved from 
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the storage position thereof to an extended position there 
of wherein the next lower one of said trays is disposed 
outwardly with respect to the next higher one of said 
trays by said predetermined distance and the trays dis 
posed therebelow are moved from the storage position 
thereof to an extended position thereof in vertical align 
ment with said one tray. 

9. A stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within said 
body and respectively mounted upon said side walls in gen 
eral alignment, a set of stationery trays supported upon 
said guides for longitudinal sliding movement thereon 
between a storage position and extended positions, each of 
said trays including a bottom wall and a pair of opposed 
longitudinally extending side walls, at least one of the 
side walls of all but the topmost one of the set of trays 
having an inwardly directed flange thereon carrying front 
and rear abutment shoulders thereon longitudinally spaced 
apart and in longitudinal alignment, and all but the bot 
tommost one of said set of trays having a downwardly 
eXtending arm struck from the bottom wall thereof and 
disposed between and in longitudinal alignment with the 
abutment shoulders the next lower one of said trays, each 
of said arms being disposed against the associated front 
abutment shoulder and longitudinally spaced from the 
associated rear abutment shoulder a predetermined dis 
tance when said trays are in the storage position thereof, 
whereby when one of said trays is moved from the stor 
age position thereof to an extended position thereof the 
trays disposed thereabove are moved from the storage 
position thereof to an extended position thereof wherein 
the next lower one of said trays is disposed outwardly with 
respect to the next higher one of said trays by said pre 
determined distance and the trays disposed therebelow are 
moved from the storage position thereof to an extended 
position thereof in vertical alignment with said one tray. 

10. A Stationery pedestal for storing office supplies and 
the like comprising a body having a generally vertically 
arranged front opening therein and a pair of rearwardly 
extending side walls, a pair of guides disposed within said 
body and respectively mounted upon said side walls in 
general alignment, a set of stationery trays supported upon 
said guides for longitudinal sliding movement thereon be 
tween a storage position and extended positions, each of 
said trays including a bottom wall and a pair of opposed 
longitudinally extending side walls on the outer edges of 
said bottom wall, both of the side walls of all but the top 
most one of said set of trays having an inturned flange 
thereon and each providing front and rear abutment shoul 
ders therein longitudinally spaced apart and in longitu 
dinal alignment, and all but the bottommost one of said 
set of trays having a pair of downwardly extending arms 
struck from the bottom wall thereof and disposed between 
and in longitudinal alignment with the abutment shoulders 
of the next lower one of said trays, each of said arms be 
ing disposed against the associated front abutment shoul 
der and longitudinally spaced from the associated rear 
abutment shoulder a predetermined distance when said 
trays are in the storage position thereof, whereby when 
one of said trays is moved from the storage position there 
of to an extended position thereof the trays disposed there 
above are moved from the storage position thereof to 
an extended position thereof wherein the next lower one of 
Said trays is disposed outwardly with respect to the next 
higher one of said trays by said predetermined distance 
and the trays disposed therebelow are moved from the 
Storage position thereof to an extended position thereof in 
vertical alignment with said one tray. 

ii. A tray for use in a stationery pedestal for storing 
office supplies and the like comprising a longitudinally 
extending bottom Wall, a pair of opposed longitudinally 
extending side Walls on the outer longitudinal edges of 
said bottom Wall, an interned flange on at least one or 
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4. 
Said side walls, said inturned flange having a cutout therein 
intermediate the ends thereof providing facing front and 
rear abutment shoulders, said shoulders being longitu 
dinally spaced apart and in general longitudinal alignment. 

2. A tray for use in a stationary pedestal for storing 
office supplies and the like comprising a longitudinally 
extending bottom wall, a pair of opposed longitudinally 
extending side walls on the outer longitudinal edges of 
said bottom wall, at least one of said side walls having an 
inturned flange thereon, an abutment shoulder carried on 
said inturned flange intermediate the ends of said side wall, 
and a downwardly extending arm struck from said bottom 
wall adjacent to said one side wall and adapted to be dis 
posed in longitudinal alignment with the associated abut 
ment shoulder on a next lower tray. 

13. A tray for use in a stationery pedestal for storing 
office supplies and the like comprising a longitudinally 
extending bottom wall, a pair of opposed longitudinally 
extending side walls on the outer longitudinal edges of 
said bottom wall, both of said side walls having an in 
wardly directed flange thereon, each of said inturned 
flanges having front and rear abutment shoulders thereon 
longitudinally spaced apart and in longitudinal alignment, 
and a pair of downwardly extending arms struck from 
said bottom wall and disposed respectively adjacent to said 
side walls and adapted to be disposed between and in 
longitudinal alignment with associated abutment shoulders 
on a next lower tray. 

14. A sheet metal tray for use in a stationery pedestal 
for storing office supplies and the like comprising a longi 
tudinally extending bottom wall, a pair of opposed longi 
tudinally extending side walls on the outer longitudinal 
edges of said bottom wall, both of said side walls having 
an inwardly directed flange thereon, each of said flanges 
having a cutout therein providing facing front and rear 
abutment shoulders thereon longitudinally spaced apart 
and in longitudinal alignment, and a pair of spring arms 
mounted on said side wall and including hook-like por 
tions and grasping portions, said hook-like portions eX 
tending laterally outwardly beyond said side walls for 
engagement with abutments on the associated stationery 
pedestal to prevent inadvertent removal of said tray there 
from, said grasping portions extending inwardly within 
said side walls for gripping by a user within said tray, said 
grasping portions upon being manually moved inwardly 
retracting said hook-like portions out of engagement with 
the associated abutments to permit removal of said tray 
from the associated stationery pedestal. 

15. A sheet metal tray for use in a stationery pedestal 
for storing office supplies and the like comprising a longi 
tudinally extending bottom wall, a pair of opposed longi 
tudinally extending side walls on the outer longitudinal 
edges of said bottom wall, both of said side walls having 
an inwardly directed flange thereon, each of said flanges 
having a cutout therein providing facing front and rear 
abutment shoulders thereon longitudinally spaced apart 
and in longitudinal alignment, and a pair of downwardly 
extending arms struck from said bottom wall and disposed 
respectively adjacent to said side walls and adapted to be 
disposed between and in longitudinal alignment with asso 
ciated abutment shoulders on a next lower tray. 

16. A sheet metal tray for use in a stationery pedestal 
for storing office Supplies and the like comprising a longi 
tudinally extending bottom wall, a pair of opposed longi 
tudinally extending side walls on the outer longitudinal 
edges of said bottom wall, and a pair of spring arms 
mounted on said side walls and including hook-like por 
tions and grasping portions, said hook-like portions ex 
tending laterally outwardly beyond said side walls for 
engagement with abutments on the associated stationery 
pedestal to prevent inadvertent removal of said tray there 
from, said grasping portions extending inWardly within 
Said side walls for gripping by a user within said tray, Said 
grasping portions upon being manually moved inwardly 
retracting said hook-like portions out of engagement with 
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the associated abutments to permit removal of said tray FOREIGN PATENTS 
from the associated stationery pedestal. 87 i,665 1/1942. France. 
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