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IMPROVED VISE, 
4* ---- 
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To ALL WHOM ET MAY CONCERN: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN. F. PERKINs, of North Adams, in the county of Berkshire, and State of Mas 

sachüsetts, have invented a new and useful Improvement in Vises; and I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the construction and operation of the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, making a part of this specification, in which- | 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, part in section, of a vise-screw and lever. " 
Figure 2, a front elevation, also partin section, of the saine, showing the improvements. 
The same letters indicate like parts in each of the figures. . 
My improvement consists in forming a recess in the head of the screw D, as at A, fig. 1, and inserting 

therein a spring, made in any of the known forms. Itt may be of rubber or other elastic substance faced with 
metal; but I prefer a curved steel spring, as represented at A, figs. 1 and 2, of sufficient rigidity to overcome 
the gravitation of the lever, C, and retain it in whatever position placed; but it is free to move up or down, 
right or left, by applying sufficient force with the hand to overcome the resistance of the Spring B. 

The advantage of this arrangement is that an article can be held very lightly in the vise; and the lever 
C placed in position to hold it there without the liability of its sliding to one side and unscrewing the vise by 
its own gravitation, as is often the case with all the other vises. It can be operated much quicker than with 
the old arrangement, and without the liability of pinching the Operator's fingers. 

Having fully described my improvement, its construction and operation, what I claim as new, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is- • 

I claim the spring B or its equivalent, in combination with screw D and lever C, as herein described, and 
for the purpose specified. • 

8. H. P.E.R.K{NS. 

Witnesses : 
E. P. CADY, 
N. D. JOHNSON. 


