wo 2015/090946 A 1[I I 0F VWA A O 0

(43) International Publication Date

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Ny
Organization é
International Bureau -,

=

\

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2015/090946 A1

25 June 2015 (25.06.2015) WIRPOIPCT

(51) International Patent Classification: (81) Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
A45D 40/26 (2006.01) A46B 9/02 (2006.01) kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
A45D 2/48 (2006.01) AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY,
21) International Apolication Number- BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM,
(21) International Application Number: DO, DZ, EC, FE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
PCT/EP2014/076315 HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, I, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR,
(22) International Filing Date: KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG,
2 December 2014 (02.12.2014) MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM,
. PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC,
(25) Filing Language: English SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,

(26) Publication Language: English TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.
(30) Priority Data: (84) Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
1362921 18 December 2013 (18.12.2013) FR kind Of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ,
(71) Applicant: L'OREAL [FR/FR]; 14, rue Royale, F-75008 TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU,
Paris (FR). TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE,
(72) Tnventors: SANCHEZ, Marcel; 02 impasse des Marron- DK, EE, ES, FL, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
niers, F-93600 Aulnay Sous Bois (FR). CAULIER, Eric; LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK,
5 impasse de la Croisette, F-60420 Ferrieres (FR) SM, TR), OAPI (BF, B, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,

? ’ GW, KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
(74) Agent: KHAIRALLAH, Murielle; L'Oreal, D.LP.L., 25- Published:

29 Quai Aulagnier, F-92665 Asnieres-sur-Seine Cedex
(FR).

with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(54) Title: APPLICATION UNIT FOR APPLYING A COSMETIC PRODUCT

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to an ap-
plication unit (100) for applying a cosmetic
product (P) for an applicator (1) that has a re-
gion for receiving the application unit, said ap-
plication unit having a support (4) comprising a
first portion in the form of a sleeve that is de-
signed to removably fasten the support to the
receiving region, and a second portion that
forms at least one compartment (34) for receiv-
ing the cosmetic composition and/or elements
for applying a cosmetic composition. According
to the invention, the application unit is charac-
terized in that the support comprises a slot (37)
extending along at least 50% of the length of
the support, or even along at least 90% of the
length of the support.
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Application unit for applying a cosmetic product

The subject of the present invention is an application unit for an applicator for
applying cosmetic product to human keratin materials, in particular the eyelashes or the
cyebrows.

The expression "cosmetic product” is understood to mean any composition as
defined in Council Directive 93/35/EEC of 14 June 1993.

Application EP 1 955 610 discloses an applicator end piece which is composed
exclusively of a composition for making up the eyelashes, is moulded and can be mounted
by being push-fitted onto a heating support in the form of a finger. However, such an end
piece composed of cosmetic product mounted directly on the heating support soils this
support, which has to be cleaned following each use. In addition, in order to be able to be
push-fitted onto the support, the product necessarily has to extend around the entire
perimeter of the applicator end piece. In addition, handling end pieces composed only of a
makeup composition can lead to soiling of the user's fingers.

Application US 2007/0286831 discloses a mascara applicator comprising a
heating member surmounted by a comb, in which the product is present in the form of bars
or beads deposited on the heating member while the latter is in a housing. Feeding means
comprising a piston, a cylinder or an endless screw are provided to move the product onto
the heating member. The product is not directly supplied with the comb but requires a
complex distributor having numerous mechanical parts, and this can hamper reliability
and/or lead to the product becoming loaded with undesirable particles.

PCT Application WO 2006/043544 discloses a device for applying a cosmetic
product, comprising a removable unit mounted on a receiving region of a base that faces a
heating member and receives the product in the form of a block to be placed on the unit by
the user and then to be melted by virtue of the heating member. However, handling the
blocks can result in the user's fingers being soiled.

Application US 5 316 712 also discloses a method for manufacturing a solid
cosmetic product that is obtained mainly from a powder and an oil and is injection-
moulded for example onto a container such as a dish. However, in this method, it is

necessary to place the dishes in the mould beforechand, and this results in an increase in the
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manufacturing time and a risk of the dishes being poorly positioned, which can hamper the
reliability of the manufacturing process.

Furthermore, PCT Application WO 2011/131907 discloses an application unit
comprising a support and a cosmetic product having a composition different from the
material that forms the support, this unit being intended to be mounted on a heating
receiving region of an applicator. The application unit may be in the form of a sleeve that
is push-fitted onto a tubular heating receiving region. However, there are significant
dimensional constraints to be respected in order to obtain mounting with a tight fit on the
receiving region. In addition, during heating, the receiving region can expand, causing
difficulties in removing the unit that is already mounted and/or difficulties in mounting a
new unit.

There is a need to make it possible to apply a cosmetic product to keratin
materials with the aid of an applicator in a manner which is relatively simple, relatively
reliable, hygienic and practical to use.

The object of the present invention is thus to provide an application unit for
applying a cosmetic composition for an applicator, in order to alleviate the
abovementioned drawbacks by proposing an improved application unit.

To this end, the invention proposes an application unit for applying a cosmetic
product for an applicator that has a region for receiving the application unit, said
application unit having a support comprising a first portion in the form of a sleeve that is
designed to removably fasten the support to the receiving region, and a second portion that
forms at least one compartment for receiving the cosmetic composition and/or elements
for applying a cosmetic composition. According to the invention, the support comprises a
slot extending along at least 50% of the length of the support, or even along at least 90%
of the length of the support.

The invention makes it possible advantageously to have application units that
can be loaded with product beforchand and are suitable for push-fitting onto a receiving
region in a simple manner regardless of the slight dimensional variations in manufacture
and/or expansion of the unit and/or of the receiving region.

According to further features of the invention, the unit may comprise a

cosmetic product to be applied to human keratin materials, the composition of the product



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2015/090946 PCT/EP2014/076315

being different from the material that forms the support, the cosmetic product being
injection-moulded on to the support prior to any use of said unit with the applicator.

The support may have at least two receiving compartments that are separated
from one another by ribs.

The ribs may extend substantially transversely to the support.

There may be an odd number of compartments.

The unit may comprise at least two cosmetic products.

The radial extent of the slot about the eclongation axis of the support is
preferably less than 20°, or even less than 10°, even better still less than 5°.

The slot may have a width measured between two opposite edges of the slot of
less than 5 mm, or even less than 2 mm, for example substantially equal to 1 mm.

These dimensions make it possible advantageously to have a better hold of the
support of the application unit onto an electric heating element.

The invention also relates to an assembly comprising an applicator having a
tubular receiving region and an application unit having a slot as described above.

The receiving region may be heated.

The invention will be understood better from reading the following description
of non-limiting implementation examples thereof with reference to the appended
drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 schematically shows an applicator comprising an application unit
according to the invention,

- Figure 2 is a top view of the application unit from Figure 1 on its own
without cosmetic product,

- Figure 3 is a first variant of the application unit from Figure 2,

- Figure 4 is a second variant of the application unit from Figure 2,

- Figure 5 is a perspective view of the application unit from Figure 2,

- Figure 6 is a view of the application unit from Figure 5 loaded with
cosmetic product,

- Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view on VII-VII of the application unit from

Figure 2 without cosmetic product,
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- Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view on VIII-VIII of the application unit from
Figure 2 loaded with cosmetic product,

- Figure 9 is a perspective view of a variant of the application unit,

- Figures 10 and 11 show a variant of an applicator in two different use
positions,

- Figures 12 to 18 show variants of application units that are not loaded with

cosmetic product and are suitable for the support in Figure 10.

With reference to the figures, in particular to Figure 1, an applicator 1
according to a first implementation example has a base 2 that extends mainly along a
longitudinal axis X and an electric heating element 3. An application unit 100 is mounted
in a removable manner on the base 2 in a receiving region on the electric heating element
3. In the example described, the receiving region extends parallel to the longitudinal axis
X, but this does not have to be the case.

The applicator 1 comprises in particular an autonomous energy source, for
example an electric battery, for supplying power to the electric heating element 3 intended
to transmit its heat to the application unit 100.

The electric heating element 3 can be produced in various ways, and may
comprise a resistive electrical conductor which is coiled or in track form, for example one
which is flexible.

Generally, the electric heating element 3 has for example a nominal power of
between 0.5 and 2 W, for example around 0.8 W, and makes it possible to reach a
temperature of greater than 50°C, for example a temperature of 70°C for an ambient
temperature of 20°C.

This electric heating element 3 can comprise a metal covering made, for
example, of stainless steel or anodized aluminium, thus defining the receiving region
facing at least a part of the application unit 100 when the latter is fixed in the receiving
region.

The metal covering is tubular, for example substantially cylindrical, extends
from the base 2 of the applicator parallel to the axis X, and is designed to receive the

application unit 100. The metal covering is for example open at its end distal from the
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base 2 of the applicator so as to define a cavity suitable for receiving a lug on the
application unit 100 when the latter is mounted on the receiving region.

In a variant that is shown in Figure 10, the receiving region of the application
unit 100 extends in a manner forming a curved tube from a flexible portion 6 located
between the base 2 of the applicator and the receiving region. The curve can be
approximately circular and have a radius of curvature R of between 10 and 100 mm,
advantageously between 20 and 30 mm, so as to be best suited to the application of the
product to the eyelashes, for example.

The flexible portion 6 has shape memory so that the user can orient the
receiving region with respect to the base using the desired application hand movements. A
first configuration of the applicator is shown in Figure 10, in which the receiving region
extends approximately parallel to and in line with the base. A second configuration of the
applicator is shown in Figure 11, in which the receiving region of the application unit
extends approximately perpendicularly to the base. In order to pass from the first
configuration to the second configuration, the user applies a force to deform the flexible
portion. When the exerted force is released, the flexible portion remains in the desired
deformed position.

The flexible portion having shape memory can in particular be made of a
thermoplastic material and/or of metal. It is advantageously in the form of a sleeve
through which the electrical components that connect the power supply to the heating
clement, such as electrical wires or a flexible circuit, extend.

For example, the flexible portion is formed by a metal wire wound in a helical
manner, and by a thermoplastic elastomer material overmoulded on this wire. In a variant,
the flexible portion may be formed by a succession of rigid rings that form joints that are
nested one after another.

The cross section of the receiving region is advantageously circular, but it is
possible for it to have any other shape such as a polygonal or oval shape.

Figures 2 to 6 show, in isolation, application units 100 in an intermediate
manufacturing stage, without product in Figures 2 to 5 and loaded with product in Figure
6. These application units 100 are suitable for an applicator according to the first
implementation example described above but their features can be adapted to application

units that are suitable for other types of applicators.
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An application unit 100 comprises a support 4 suitable for the positioning and
removable fixing of the application unit on the receiving region of the applicator 1. In
addition, the removable fixing of the support 4 on the receiving region makes it possible to
casily change product, the applicator 1 then remaining clean and able to receive a new
application unit 100. The removable fixing is realized by removable push-fitting. To this
end, the support is in the form of a tubular sleeve having an internal section that is
complementary to the section of the receiving region.

The support in the form of a sleeve has a slot 37 that extends along the length
of the support, as can be seen in the rear view of the application unit in Figure 18.
Preferably, the slot 37 extends along at least 50% of the length of the support, or even
along at least 90% of the length of the support. The slot extends in a rectilinear manner but
it may also extend along a curve or in an undulating manner.

The radial extent of the slot 37 about the eclongation axis of the support is
preferably less than 20°, or even less than 10°, and better still less than 5°.

The slot 37 has a width, measured between two opposite edges of the slot, of
less than 5 mm, or even less than 2 mm, for example approximately equal to 1 mm.

Thus, the support 4 can extend along a longitudinal axis Y, which may be
parallel to the longitudinal axis X of the base 2 of the applicator 1 when the application
unit is mounted on the latter.

The support 4 may comprise, as illustrated, a frame having two lateral arms 30
that are connected together at their proximal and distal ends and by the proximal part 31
and distal part 32 of the support 4. The frame thus forms a compartment that is able to
receive a cosmetic product.

As is illustrated in Figure 7, each of the arms 30 and the proximal part 31 and
distal part 32 of the support 4 can have an internal profile complementary to the receiving
region of the applicator and in particular to the electric heating element 3. For example,
the internal profile is in the form of an arc of a circle so as to fit on a cylindrical receiving
region, the free ends of each branch, which are opposite the compartment, facing one
another so as to define the slot 37. Thus, the inner face of the support 4, that is to say the
face opposite the heating element 3 or its metal covering, forms a shell that extends over

virtually one revolution around the axis Y, for example so as to form the sleeve.
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The support 4 can be designed to exert a combing action in particular on the
eyelashes. Thus, the support 4 can comprise mutually parallel ribs 33. The ribs 33 can be
oriented transversely to the axis Y, as illustrated in Figures 2, 5 and 6, or otherwise, for
example forming an angle o with the axis Y of, for example, 45°, as in Figure 4, or can
even be oriented parallel to the axis Y, as in Figure 3. It is also possible for the ribs 33 not
to be parallel to one another.

The ribs 33 can connect the lateral arms 30 on the external side of the
application unit 100, that is to say on the side opposite the heating element 3, when the
application unit 100 is in place on the receiving region. The base of the ribs 33 thus has a
profile in the form of an arc of a circle in line with the profile of the arms 30 in the form of
an arc of a circle, in order to be able to be positioned in contact with the cylindrical
receiving region.

The ribs 33 divide the frame into a plurality of compartments 34 that are
suitable for receiving a cosmetic product. For example, in the case of ribs 33 oriented
transversely to the axis Y, the support may comprise between two and fifteen ribs. The
spacing between two adjacent ribs is for example between 0.2 and 1.2 mm.

Preferably, an application unit 100 can have a largest dimension along the axis
Y of less than 30 mm, or even than 20 mm. The frame is divided into an odd number of
compartments, for example a frame with a length of around 12 mm along the axis Y is
divided into 9 compartments of around 1 mm along the axis Y by 8 ribs 33 that are
transverse to the axis Y and less than 0.4 mm thick. These 8 ribs 33 can be supplemented
by two end ribs on the proximal part 31 and distal part 32 of the support 4 in order that the
first and last compartments 34 are identical to the others.

The ribs 33 can extend radially away from the support 4; for example the ribs
33 can have a height of 1 mm above the axis comprising the tops of the proximal part 31
and distal part 32. The ribs 33 illustrated have an identical height but can also have heights
that vary from one end of the support to the other, in particular passing through a
minimum half way along the support.

The ribs 33 can also have different types of profiles, for example rounded,

triangular or, as illustrated, in the form of a pointed arch.
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Furthermore, the ribs 33 can define a resting region that allows a user to more
casily remove the support from the receiving region, for example by sliding it on the base,
without the user's fingers coming into contact with the cosmetic product P.

It is also possible for the ribs 33 not to extend radially away from the support

Figures 12 to 17 show variants of supports 4 suitable for the curved receiving
region shown in Figure 10.

With reference to Figure 12, the support 4 is formed by a sleeve that has a
circular section and extends along an elongation axis, wherein the radius of curvature is
more or less identical to that of the receiving region of the applicator 1 in order to be able
to be push-fitted onto this receiving region. A portion of the support comprises an opening
that forms a frame for receiving the cosmetic product (not shown). This opening extends
along the support. A bridge of material of the support 4 can divide this opening
longitudinally into two parts. Ribs 33 divide the frame into a plurality of compartments 34
that are suitable for receiving a cosmetic product. The ribs 33 are oriented transversely to
the axis Y and extend radially away from the support 4. The cross section of the ribs 33
forms more or less a half-moon shape.

With reference to Figure 13, the support 4 is similar to the one in Figure 12 but
comprises spikes that extend radially from the bridge of material. One spike is located
between each rib 33. The height of the spikes is identical to that of the ribs but this does
not have to be the case. These spikes allow for example a better hold of the product on the
support and also make it possible to separate the eyelashes better during the application of
the product.

With reference to Figure 14, the support 4 is similar to the one in Figure 12 but
cach rib 33 comprises at least one spike that extends radially from the radial end of the rib.

With reference to Figure 15, the support 4 is similar to the one in Figure 12 but
the ribs 33 have a cross section approximately in the form of a quarter-moon shape. The
ribs 33 are disposed in an alternating manner along the bridge of material. Thus, the ribs
extending on one side of the central bridge of material alternate with the ribs extending on
the other side of the bridge of material. Spikes may be located between each rib 33, as in

Figure 13, or on the ribs, as in Figure 16.
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With reference to Figure 17, the support 4 is similar to the one in Figure 14 but
the half-moon ribs 33 have an indentation at their extreme point. A spike may be disposed
on cach rib 33, in the indentation.

In the examples illustrated, the bottom of the support 4 is perforated, but it can
be solid according to other variants. A perforated bottom allows direct transmission of the
heat from the heating element 3 to the product P, and thus makes it possible to reach the
application temperature more quickly.

The support 4 is, for example, made of plastics material, in particular of a
polyolefin, such as polyethylene (PE) or polypropylene (PP) or, in a variant, of non-
polyolefinic materials, such as styrene/acrylonitrile (SAN), acrylonitrile/butadiene/styrene
(ABS) or polyoxymethylene (POM). These plastics materials can optionally comprise, as
fillers, inorganic particles or fibres, for example metal oxides, powder or fibre of glass or
carbon black, in order for example to improve and/or control the transfer of heat in the
support 4 to the product, and/or to improve the rigidity of the support 4.

Alternatively, the support 4 can be made of metal, for example of aluminium,
brass, silver or stainless steel.

The support 4 is produced by injection-moulding. A description has been
given of variants of the support 4 comprising a single frame forming a compartment that is
able to receive a cosmetic product, but variants of the application unit can comprise a
plurality of frames.

The support 4 can also, as shown in Figure 9, comprise protruding application
clements 28. In the case of application to the eyelashes, the application elements 28 can be
useful for separating the eyelashes to which product has been applied and for defining
means for combing the eyelashes.

The application elements 28 can be disposed on the arms 30 of the support 4;
for example the application elements 28 can extend in two rows parallel to the longitudinal
axis Y of the support 4, each of said rows being disposed on an arm 30 of the support 4.

When the support 4 is made of thermoplastic material, the application
clements 28 can be made in one piece with the rest of the support 4 or, in a variant, be

connected thereto.
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In the example shown, the application elements 28 are tecth that extend
between the ribs 33. An identical number of application elements 28 is for example
disposed between two adjacent ribs 33.

The application elements 28 can be disposed in rows parallel to the axis Y and
project above the ribs 33.

The cosmetic product P, also called cosmetic composition, can extend, as
illustrated in Figures 6, 7, 9 and 10, in the frame of the support 4 formed by the two lateral
arms 30 that are connected together at their proximal and distal ends. Thus, the product P
extends over less than one revolution about the axis Y of the support 4, resting via an inner
face, opposite the application face, against the bottom of the support 4, which is positioned
facing the electric heating element 3 when the application unit 100 is in place on the base
2. The product P thus extends only over a portion of the metal element covering the
heating element, thus preventing soiling of the entire surface of the metal element.

When the support 4 comprises ribs 33, the product P does not extend above the
ribs 33. Preferably, the product P is at least partially set back from the upper end of said
ribs 33, allowing a user to take hold of the application unit 100 without his or her fingers
coming into contact with the cosmetic product P and thus preventing the fingers from
being soiled.

The support 4 carries for example between 10 and 100 mg of product, for
example between 20 and 50 mg of product, for example around 30 mg. This quantity is,
for example, suitable for a single use. When the product is of the mascara type, for
example, the quantity of product makes it possible for example to make up one or two
rows of eyelashes. Mascara is understood to be a composition intended to be applied to the
keratin fibres.

The cosmetic product P is for example an eyelash makeup composition which
has a property that varies depending on the temperature, for example a threading nature.
The product may be cold-applicable.

It is for example a composition comprising at least one reversible polymer that
is solid at room temperature. The term "solid" denotes a product which does not flow
under the effect of gravity at 20°C.

The composition may comprise at least one compound selected from:
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- polymers and copolymers comprising at least one alkene monomer, in particular
cthylene-based copolymers,

- poly(vinyl acetate) homopolymers,

- silicone resins,

- film-forming block ethylenic polymers, which preferably comprise at least a first
block and at least a second block with different glass transition temperatures (Tg),
said first and second blocks being linked together via an intermediate block
comprising at least one constituent monomer of the first block and at least one
constituent monomer of the second block,

- copolymers of dienes and of styrene,

- sulfopolyesters,

- copolymers of alkene and of vinyl acetate, in particular copolymers of ethylene
and of vinyl acetate,

- copolymers of ethylene and of octene,

- T silicone resins, such as polyphenylsiloxanes,

- film-forming block ethylenic copolymers resulting essentially from monomers
selected from alkyl methacrylates, alkyl acrylates and mixtures thereof,

- copolymers of butadiene and of styrene,

- copolymers obtained by condensation of  dicthylene glycol,
cyclohexanedimethanol, isophthalic acid, sulfoisophthalic acid and mixtures
thereof.

The threading nature can in particular be of dmax > 5 mm, being determined
in particular according to the protocol described in paragraphs [0120] to [0127] of
Application EP 1 955 610.

The product P is for example solid at 20°C and has a hot threading nature at a
temperature greater than 30°C, for example at a temperature of between 30°C and 80°C,
preferably between 40°C and 70°C. The electric heating element thus has the role of
bringing the product to a high enough temperature to cause it to melt and allow the
formation of threads of product, in particular at the end of the eyelashes.

It is possible for the product not to have a hot threading nature; for example

the heating of the product may also increase the adhesion of the product to the eyelashes
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in order to make it easier to obtain a deposition having greater brilliance or else to allow
the use of compounds which are not suitable for cold application.

The product may have a melting point greater than or equal to 50°C, for
example close to 54°C.

The product is for example chosen to be able to be heated several times to a
temperature of at least 90°C without being damaged.

The product described in this example is of the mascara type for application to
the eyelashes, but in an alternative, the product may be intended for application to the lips,
the nails or may otherwise be a skin makeup product, for example a foundation; in these
other applications, it is possible for the support 4 not to have ribs 33.

The product P is loaded onto the support 4 by injection-moulding. The injection-
moulding process will be described below in the description.

In variant embodiments that are not illustrated, an application unit 100 may
comprise a plurality of cosmetic products P, P".

The different products are for example different colours or have different
properties. The different products proposed can for example result in makeup effects
which are more or less full-bodied, and more or less lengthening.

According to another variant which is not shown, in the case of a support
comprising two rows of compartments, each of these rows comprises a different cosmetic
composition P, P'. For example, the first composition P may be a makeup base for keratin
fibres or else a composition for the cosmetic treatment of the keratin fibres, and the second
composition P' may be makeup for the keratin fibres or a composition to be applied to a
mascara. Such compositions are described in particular in Application W02009062947. In
this way, the user can first of all apply the first product P for preparing the eyelashes and
then the second product P' for making up the eyelashes.

The method of manufacturing and loading the support 4 with product P by
injection-moulding is described in the document WO 2011/131907. Injection-moulding is
understood to be moulding of a component by injecting a material in the fluid state under
superatmospheric pressure into a volume which is closed apart from the injection orifice
defined by the mould.

The supports 4, after having been loaded with product in particular by the

injection-moulding method, can be sold in a pack, for example a blister pack, comprising a
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plurality of application units 100 with or without an applicator 1. In the case where an
applicator 1 is provided in the pack, one application unit 100 may already be fixed to the
applicator 1.

The application units may contain the same product or different products. The
different products are for example different colours or have different properties. The
different products proposed can for example result in makeup effects which are more or
less full-bodied, and more or less lengthening.

In particular when the appearance of the products present on the corresponding
supports does not allow the user to easily differentiate between them, the supports may be
produced with identifiers for telling them apart. The supports may for example be
produced in different colours, each colour being associated with a corresponding product.
The user can then choose the support in the colour corresponding to the product which he
or she wishes to apply.

Different supports provided to consumers can be packaged individually or in a
variant in a common pack. The supports may for example be present in strings, being for
example linked together by bridges made of breakable material. This may make it easier to
manufacture the application units.

The applicator can be provided to the consumer with the base and a plurality
of application units. The base may in particular be provided within a single pack with a
plurality of identical application units or with a plurality of application units holding
different products, and the user can then choose an application unit depending on the
product which he or she wishes to use.

It is also possible to provide to the user, in particular within a single pack,
application units that are loaded or are not loaded with the same product but having
different reliefs, for example comprising more or fewer projecting application elements or
differently oriented ribs, in order for example to comb the eyelashes more or less during
application and to produce a more or less full-bodied makeup.

The invention is not limited to the examples illustrated. The features of the
various examples can in particular be combined as parts of variants which are not
illustrated.

The expression "comprising a" should be understood as meaning "comprising

at least one", unless specified to the contrary.
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CLAIMS

1. Application unit (100) for applying a cosmetic product (P) for an applicator
(1) that has a region for receiving the application unit, said application unit having:

— a support (4) comprising a first portion in the form of a sleeve that is
designed to removably fasten the support to the receiving region, and a
second portion that forms at least one compartment (34) for receiving the
cosmetic composition and/or eclements for applying a cosmetic
composition,

the application unit being characterized in that the support comprises a slot (37)
extending along at least 50% of the length of the support, or even along at least 90%
of the length of the support.

2. Application unit (100) according to the preceding claim, characterized in
that the unit comprises a cosmetic product (P) to be applied to human keratin
materials, the composition of the product being different from the material that forms
the support, the cosmetic product being injection-moulded on to the support prior to

any use of said unit with the applicator.

3. Application unit (100) according to either of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the support (4) has at least two receiving compartments (34)

that are separated from one another by ribs (33).

4. Application unit (100) according to Claim 3, characterized in that the ribs
(33) extend substantially transversely to the support (4).

5. Application unit (100) according to one of the preceding claims,

characterized in that there is an odd number of compartments (34).

6. Application unit (100) according to one of the preceding claims,

characterized in that it comprises at least two cosmetic products (P, P’).
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7. Application unit (100) according to one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the radial extent of the slot (37) about the elongation axis of the
support is preferably less than 20°, or even less than 10°, even better still less than

5°.

8. Application unit (100) according to one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the slot (37) has a width measured between two opposite edges
of the slot of less than 5 mm, or even less than 2 mm, for example substantially equal

to 1 mm.

9. Assembly comprising an applicator (1) having a tubular receiving region

(3) and an application unit (100) according to one of Claims 1 to 8.

10. Assembly according to Claim 9, characterized in that the receiving region is

heated.
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