June 2, 1953 W. G. OLPE 2,640,633
GARMENT HANGER OF THE CLAMP TYPE
Filed Oct. 27, 1950 o 2 Sheets—Sheet 1

3

=

157718 32 24/ (30 15 (28\/2;

| H
Q
m&
= e
Rl
& —as ~
(\"\ \..N .
[\l
o
NS

o
\ .‘
S B :
5 (T ) ~N g

4 ¥ ¢ 9~ i w ¢ &
o e @ T INVENTOR,
< . - WeErNER G. OLpPE

"BY

275 8hrres /B tnrrzane » Acevidedrz
’ ATTormNnews




June 2, 1953 ’ W. G. OLPE - 2,640,633
: GARMENT HANGER OF THE CLAMP TYPE
Filed Oct. 27, 1950 : o 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

INVENTOR,
WERNER G, OLPE

BY

v AV YV ﬁmza/)zf
C ATTonNEvwS




Patented June 2, 1953

2,640,633

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,640,633
GARMENT HANGER OF-THE CLAMP TYPE
‘Werner G. Olpe, Jamaica, N. Y.
A@Q&@ti@ygmhgp:w 1930, Serial N.:o,,mz G564

6 Claims.

‘This-invention rela;ces o clamping deviees, and
more particularly to a garment hanger of -the
clamp type.

An object of this invention is to provide a gars

ment hanger of the clamp type for anging men’s

a garment hange;' of the clamp type
means for selectzvely varying the glamping fo;rce
thereof 1o thereby parbleularly adapt the hanger
to dependmgly carry articles of wearing apparel
of varying thieknesses and weights,

A st further ohjeet of this invention is to
provide & garment hanger of the clamp type in-

cluding ‘means for locking: the clamping bars

thereof in elamping engagement with ‘apparel of
any of a wide variety of thicknesses. ‘ i

A still further ebaeet of-this invention is {o pro-
vide a garment ‘hanger of the clamp type which
can be manually mampulated and can be incor-
porated in eombination with & conventional coat
hanger.

A still further object of this invention is-tp pro-
vide a garment hanger of the elamp ty‘pe which
is. relatively simple in structure and cheap to
manufaeture

- “The above and still further objects and advan-
tages of the present mve_mlen will becqme ap-
parent upon consideration of the following- de-
tailed deseription of the invention, when taken
in .eonjunetion with the aeeompanymg drawmgs,
wherein:

Figure. 1 is a side elevational view-of the gar-‘

ment hanger of the presents: mventlon

Figure 2 is an enlarged secti_ena,l wiew: faken
substantially aleng the line 2—2 of Figure 1y .

Pigure -3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view faken alengthe line 3—3 of Figure 11

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view- ta,ken
along theline 8-—4 of Figure 35

. Fligure B ds a side elevational wview .of @ modl-
fied form of the garment hanger of the present
invention;

Pigure 6:s.a sectional view taken-along-theline
6-=8.0f Figure:H; and

‘Fignre 7 is an enlarged fragmentary seetional
view taken along the line I—<T.of Figure 5.

Referring new more particularly te the draws
ings, whaerein like reference numerals ‘have been

used threushout: the several views te. designate -

like parts, there is shown the garment hanger of
the-nresend: nventm,n, generally designated by the

T

referenee BUMeR

a hanger body 2.and & suspension heek 183.

- 46, ineerporated in .combina- -
tien with.a conﬂentiena:l.eeathamger 11 including

pivot tube 18, One Leg p;f each of the L
XS ; is pre;s,segl lnto a, pre-dri

Arra :
tq eaqh other gs a pa1r of levers ls and zl), eac}; of
which is mounted 1np,ermed1ate its ends on - the

10

pivet tube 18 of the support 15 fqr pivotal move-

an. axis extendmg longatudmally of

dina]l
fa,pe away fram tne support 15 and are £0
to the levers 19 and,_ 20 respectively, the
nemb outwardly at an, angle to t:ue

garment posmoned therebetween 11’1 response to

25 ‘qhe movement of the arecuate memhers 29 and 34

Engag;ng the arcuate members 29 and 34 of the
levers. 18 and 20 is a latch bar 23 which is posi-
tioned longitudinally of the levers and has one
end.mounted on tne support {5 for rocking move-
ment about an axis. extendmg transversely of the
labter

Suitahle resilient means, generally desxgnated
by the reference numeral 24 are operatively con-
negtgg to 1 the levexs 19.and 20 for normally bias:
ing the end engaged by the latch bar-away from

ach other Accordingly, upon rocking the latch
bar 23 from the upstandmg position lustrated
in Figure 4 to an mchned posmon shown in
phantom in Flgure 4, the levers 19 ang 20 are
released to plvot under the action of the res1hent
“means 24 into positions for the insertion- hetween
the clamp ‘pars 24 and 22 of artigles of clothing:
of varying 'bhlcknes

“Fhe lever 19 is constructed of a single length:
of wire having end adjacent portions hentto form.
a pair of divergent legs 27 and 28, the mtevmedl-
ate portmn bent. to-form an arcuate keeper 24 for~
engagement with the lateh bar 23, and a connect-
ing portion between each leg 27 and 28 -and the
ayeuaie keeper 28 bent to form plvotmg eyelets
30-and 81 which are cireumpoesed about the pivo$
tuke 18. The lever 20 is similarly constructed of
a single length of wire having divergent legs 32
and 83, the arcuate member or keeper 34 con-
fron%mg ‘she a.rcuate keeper-29 of ‘the lever 19,
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and pivoting eyelets 35 and 36 circumposed about
the pivot tube 18 contiguous to and spaced out-
wardly of the eyelets 36 and 3! of the lever 19.
The assembly of the levers 19 and 20 is main-
tained against lateral displacement of the pivot
tube 18 by means of the spaced abutments 37 and
38 carried by the tube. It is to be noted that the
levers 19 and 20 are pivotally supported at a
point approximately one-third the distance be-
tween the highest point of the arc of the keepers

29 and 34 and the clamp bar-connected ends of

the divergent legs 27 and 28 and 32 and 33. This
ratio is selected so that movement of the keepers
29 and 34 away from each other g distance of
approximately one inch will cause approximately

2 three-inch movement of the clamp bars 2{ and’

22 away from each other. The ratio may be in-

creased when it is desired to increase the relative’

spacing of the clamp bars 21 and 22 in response
to smaller displacements of arcuate keepers 29
and 34 with respect to each other. It has been
found that a 3-to-1 ratio is particularly desirable
for hanging skirts, and a 4-to-1 ratio is particu-
larly desirable for hanging trousers.

The latch bar 23 is pivotally supported inter-
mediate its ends by means of the sleeve 38 which
is secured to the pivot tube {8 of the support {5
and the pivot pin 40 which is rotatably jour-
naled within the sleeve 39 and secured to the
latch bar 23. As clearly shown in Figure 2, the
lower end of the latch bar 23 is bent into the
shape of a hook 41 to provide means for the
suspension of belts and the like.  The upper end
of the latch bar 23 is bent to form an L-shaped
clamping hook 42 including a leg 43 disposed at
right angles to the main portion 44’ of the clamp
bar 23 and a depending leg 44 arranged in spaced,
parallel relation with respect to the main portion
44’ of the clamp bar 23. The leg 44 engages with-
in the seats 48 provided in the arcuate keeper
34, while the main portion 44’ of the latch bar
23 engages within the adjacent seats 48 of the
arcuate keeper 28,

The resilient means 24 includes a strip 45
fabricated of resilient wire, earrying the clips 46
and 47 contiguous to its ends. As clearly shown
in Figure 2, the clip 46 is circumposed abouf
the adjacent portion of the lever 20, while clip
41 is circumposed about and engages the adja-
cent portions of lever 9. The resilient means
24 biases arcuate keepers 29 and 34 of levers 19
and 28 away from each other, to thereby urge
clamping bars 21 and 22 info the divergent posi-
tion illustrated in Figure 2. The arrangement
of clamping bars 21 and 22 with respect to each
other is selected so that the bars are in spaced,
parallel relation with respect to each other when
supporting garments therebetween,

As clearly shown in Figures 1 and 4, the arcu-
ate keepers 29 and 34 are provided with spaced
seats 48 at select point along their lengths for
engagement with the jaw 42 of the clamp bar 23,
to thereby maintain the arcuate keepers 29 and
34 in a select position of their movement away
from each other.

The confronting faces of the clamp bars 21
and 22 are covered with the felt strips 49 and 50
and an intermediate portion of each of the clamp
bars 21 and 22 is cut away inwardly, as indicated
by the reference numeral 5{, Figure 1, to pro-
vide clearance for the seams of trousers.

In actual use, the article of clothing to be sup-
ported is positioned.between the clamp bars 21
and 22. To effect the. insertion of the article of
clothing between the clamp bars 21 and 22, the

&
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locking bar 23 is locked into a position substan-
tially parallel to the pivot tube 18 of the support
15, wherein the clamp bars are free to move away
from each other under the pressure exerted by
the resilient means 24. After inserting the arti-
cle of clothing between the clamp bars, the lock
bar can be rocked into engagement with any one
of the seats 48 provided on the arcuate keepers
29 and 34. If is to be noted that engaging the
lock bar 23 in the seat provided at the high points
of the arcuate keepers 29 and 34 will exert a

.maximum clamping pressure on the article of

clothing.

In Figures 5, 6 and 7 there is shown a modified
form of the hanger of the present invention
which is particularly adapted for hanging trou-
sers and skirts. The modified form embodies the
levers 19 and 26, and the clamp bars 21 and 22,
both of which are constructed and arranged as
previously described. The levers {9 and 20 are
carried by a support 60 which includes a pivot
tube 61. The pivot tube 8§/ is hollow throughout
its lIength and carries the abutments 62 and 63

~ which maintain the levers {9 and 20 against
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lateral displacement on the support 69. As clear-
ly shown in Figure 7, the abutments 62 and 63
embody headed bolts which are press fitted into
the adjacent open ends of the pivot tube 61.

Carried intermediate the ends of the pivot tube
61 of the support 60 is an eyelet 64 which piv-
otally supports a combination locking bar and
suspension hook 65." As clearly shown in Figure
6, the combination locking bar and hook €5 is
formed of a single length of wire having an end
adjacent portion bent into g triangularly~-shaped
yoke 66 which is selectively engageable with the
seabs 48 provided on the arcuate keepers 28 and
34 cf the levers {9 and 20. The other end adja-
cent portion of the length of wire is bent to form
the hook 67 for suspendingly supporting the skirt
and trousers hanger.

When using either embodiment of the inven-
tion, the clamp bars 21 and 22 may be extended
to a position wherein the garments can be placed
therebetween. 'The simplicity of the construc-
tion and ease of assembly of the devices of the
present invention provide an attractive low cost
and efficient hanger unit.

It is readily apparent that numerous other
modifications of the clamp-type hangers of the
bresent invention can be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention as set forth

A in the appended claims.
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What I claim is:

1. A garment hanger of the clamp type com-
prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-
port for pivotal movament about an axis extend-
ing longitudinally of the latter, a pair of arcuate
members. positioned longitudinally of and facing
away from said suvport and connected to said
levers, said arcuate members extending outward-
ly at an angle to the vertical plane passing
through said support, a pair of clamp bars ex-
tending longitudinally of and ecarried by said
levers below the crisscross point of the latter
and movable into clamping engagement with a
garment supported therebeiween in resoonse to
the movement of said arcuate members toward
each 'other, and means - engaging said arcuate
members for holding said arcuate members in

“select positions of movement toward each other.

2. A garment hanger of the clamp type com-~
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prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-
port for pivotal movement about an axis extend-
ing longitudinally of the latter, a pair of arcuate
members positioned longitudinally of and facing
away from said support and connected to said
levers, said arcuate members extending outward-
ly at an angle to the vertical plane passing
through said support, a pair of clamp bars ex-
tending longitudinally of and carried by said
levers below the crisscross point-of the latter and
movable into clamping engagément with a gar-
ment supported therebetween in response to the
movement of said arcuate members toward each
other, means engaging said arcuate members for
holding said arcuate members in select positions
of movement toward each other, resilient means
operatively connected to said levers for normally
biasing said arcuate members.away from each
other.

3. A garment hanger of the clamp type com=
prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-
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port for pivoial movement about an axis ex- -

tending longitudinally of the latter, a pair of
arcuate members positioned longitudinally of
and facing away from said support and con-
nected to said levers, said arcuate members ex-
tending outwardly at an angle to the vertieal
piane passing through said support, a pair of
clamp bars extending longitudinally of and car-
ried by said levers below the crisscross point of the
lattar and movable into clamping engagement
with a garment supported therebetween in re-
sponse to the movement of said arcuate members
toward each other, a lateh bar positioned longitu-
dinally of said levers and having one end mount-
ed on said support for rocking movement about
an axis extending transversely of the latter, said
arcuate members being disposed concentrically
with respect to the transverse axis of said latch
par, and means carried by the other end of said
lateh bar and selectively engaging said arcuate
members for holding said members in select posi-
tions of movement toward each other,

4. A garment hanger of the clamp type com-
prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-
port for pivotal movement about an axis extend-
ing longitudinally of the latter, a pair of arcuate
members positioned longitudinally of and facing
away from said support and connected to said
levers, said arcuate members extending outward-
ly at an angle to the vertical plane passing
through said support, a pair of clamp bars ex-
tending longitudinally of and carried by said
levers below the crisscross point of the latter
and movable into clamping engagement with a
garment supported therebetween in response to
the movement of said arcuate members toward
each other, a latch bar positioned longitudinally
of said levers and having one end mounted on
said support for rocking movement about an axis

extending transversely of the latter, said arcu- ¥

ate members being disposed concentrically with
respect to the transverse axis of said latch bar,
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means carried by the other end of said lateh bar
and selectively engaging said arcuate members
for holding said members in select positions of
movement toward each other, and resilient means
operatively connected to said levers for normally
biasing said members away from each other.

5. A garment hanger of the clamp type com-
prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-
port for pivotal movement about an axis extend-
ing longitudinally of the latter, a pair of arcuate
members positioned longitudinally of and facing
away from said support and connected to said
levers, said arcuate members extending out-
wardly at an angle to the vertical plane passing
through said support, a pair of clamp bars ex-
tending longitudinally of and carried by said
levers below the crisscross point of the latter and
movable into clamping engagement with a gar-
ment supported therebetween in response to the
movement of said arcuate members toward each
other, a latch bar positioned longitudinally of
said levers and having one end mounted on said
support for rocking movement about an axis ex-
tending transversely of the latter, said arcuate
members being disposed concentrically with re-
spect to the transverse axis of said latch bar,
and means carried by the other end of said latch
bar and selectively engaging said arcuate mem-
bers for holding said members in select positions
of movement toward each other, each of said
levers including a single length of wire having
end portions bent to form divergent legs, an in-
termediate portion bhent fto form said arcuate
mermber, and a connecting portion between each
leg and said arcuate member bent to form a piv-
oting eyelet.

6. A garment hanger of the clamp type com-
prising a support, a pair of levers arranged in
criss-cross relation with respect to each other
positioned longitudinally of said support and
each mounted intermediate its ends on said sup-.
port for pivotal movement about an axis extend=
ing longitudinally of the latter, a pair of arcuate
members positioned longitudinally of and facing
away from said support and connected to said

-levers, said arcuate members extending out-

wardly at an angle to the vertical plane passing
through said support, a pair of clamp bars ex-
tending longitudinally of and carried by said
levers below the crisscross point of the latter and
movable into clamping engagement with a gar-
ment supported therebetween in response to the
movement of said arcuate members toward each

- other, means engaging said arcuate members for

holding said arcuate members in select positions
of movement toward each other, resilient means
operatively connected to said levers for normally
biasing sald arcuate members away from each
other, said resilient means comprising a strip
fabricated of resilient material, and a clip car-
ried contiguous to each end of said strip and
engageable about an adjacent one of said levers.
WERNER G. OLPE.
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