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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICH.

STUART WALKER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

THEATRICAL STAGE AND EQUIPMENT.

1,208,245,

Application filed May 2%, 1916.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Stuarr WALKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in
the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan, county and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Theatrical
Stages and Equipment, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification.

This invention is a theatrical stage and
equipment and embodies a theatrical unit
particularly adapted for employment in any
hall or auditorium which does not embody
the essential appointments necessary to the-
atrical productions as now staged. The in-
vention is, however, not restricted to this
environment but is adapted for general ap-
plication.

In theaters and other.places where the
dramatic arts are practised, the acts are con-
ducted on a single large stage cccupying a
position rearwardly of a proscenium open-
ing formed in the front wall of the audi-
torium. This arrangement is such that
when the curtain is down, the audience faces
a flat blank expanse of wall and curtain.
The whole effect is unreal, affected and
formal, and, even when the curtain is raised
to portray the act, this impression remains
so that it is only after the audience has
become engrossed in the plot that the stiff-
ness of the arrangement wears off. This
has long been recognized and theatrical
architects and stage designers have endeav-
ored by highly ornamenting the proscenium
arch and curtain to dissipate this impres-
sion with a view to making the play seem
more real, natural and not removed from
the audience. The tendency, to-day, is, as
far as possible, to make the audience feel
that they are a part of the play and that
they are present at the loci or habitat of
the scene of the act. This has never been
fully accomplished prior to the present in-
vention because of the fact that as soon as
the curtain dropped at the conclusion of
the act, the audience were immediately re-
minded that they were after all only in a
theater and the same impressions that ex-
isted at the opening of the play had to be
overcome after each successive fall of the
curtain.

With the foregoing in mind, the funda-
mental object of the present invention is
the provision of a stage and equipment
which would bring the audience nearer to
the play so that the play will seem uncere-
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monious, unconventional and will not be

stiff, unnatural or affected. The invention

is aimed to make the audience feel entirely
at home and in the surroundings in which
the act is staged.

‘Speaking generally, the invention em-
bodies a front wall adapted to extend across
the front of the theater and provided with
a reéntrant portion in the form of a recess

or aleove in the back of which is formed the -
proscenium arch with its usual curtain. -

Rearwardly of the proscenium arch, and
normally concealed by the curtain, is the
main stage, while forwardly of the arch and
positioned in the reéntrant or alcove portion
is a fore-stage, which is, in the preferred
embodiment of the invention, at all times
exposed to the view of the audience. At
the opposite sides of the alcove are entrances
through which the artists may appear upon
the scene or gain entrance to the fore-stage,
and positioned forwardly of the fore-stage,
and on either side thereof, are concealed
sources of light for illuminating the fore-
stage and the main stage when the curtain
is drawn back or raised. Additional illumi-
nating means are positioned rearwardly of
the front wall and associated with the main
stage for illuminating the same.

The front wall is suitably decorated in
such manner as to be harmonious with the
general_stage effects of the play to be acted
and this decoration is preferably of such
natural or easy character as to make the
audience feel that they are a part of the
picture and are in a room of the kind de-

_picted by the decorations of the front wall.

A further object of the invention is the
incorporation of these fundamental features
of my invention in a collapsible structure,
the stage and equipment thereof being so

formied, proportioned and associated that it -

may be readily packed in comparatively
small parcels and shipped from one place
to another to be substantially set up or
assembled with ease and dexterity. By
virtue of this collapsible construction, the
invention is made applicable for use in audi-
toriums, halls or ball-rooms which are not
designed or normally provided with the ar-
rangement necessary for rendering the-
atricals, plays, and the like.

Features and attainments of the invention
other than those specified will be apparent
from the following description, read in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings.
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In the accompanying drawings the present
invention is illustrated in its collapsible and
transportable aspect, one practical form of
the invention being illustrated. The dis-
closed means constitute, however, but one
of the varicus mechanical forms in which
the principle of the invention may be used,
is for illustrative purposes only, and does
not define the limits of the invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a stage
and equipment embodying the present: in-
vention, said stage being viewed from the
front thereof. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section
taken in the plane of line 22 of Fig. 4.
Fig. 3 is a view similar to the view of Fig.
1, but the front wall, forming part of the
equipment, is omitted In the interest of clear-
ness. Iig. 4 is a vertical section taken in the
plane of line 4—4 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5is a per-
spective view of one of the packing elements
which is employed when the stage is used as
a portable construction. Fig. 6 is a detailed
perspective of one form of detachable con-
nection which may be employed to allow of
the expeditious assembling and dismantling
of the portable construction.

_ Because the invention is particularly
adapted for employment as a portable theat-
rical unit, I have chosen that particular em-
ployment of the invention for illustrative
purposes.

Referring to the drawings, A designates
a front wall provided intermediate its lateral
edges with a reéntrant portion B at the back
of which is a proscenium opening C. Be-
cause of the presence of the proscenium
opening in this wall, said wall will be here-
inafter termed the “ proscenium wall.”

In the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the proscenium wall partakes of the
nature of “set pieces” and is made in sec-
tions so that it may be readily dismantled
and packed in compact form for shipment.
To this end, the wall A is detachably joined
along the vertical lines ¢ and, in a horizontal
plane, along line d’, the parts being nor-
mally maintained in their assembled posi-
tion in any suitable and convenient manner.

Positioned in the reéntrant portion of the
proscenium wall, and before the proscenium
opening C, is a fore-stage B, and juxta-
posed with the fore-stage is a main stage F

_positioned rearwardly of the proscenium

opening. Entrance is normally had to the
tore-stage from the wings through side open-
Ings e in the sides of the reéntrant portion
of the proscenium wall. These openings ¢
may be closed by doors or, as shown, by
suspended sliding curtains ¢’.

The fore-stage E is preferably of sufficient
height that persons acting thereon may be
observed from all parts of an audience
adapted to be seated forwardly of wall A
and to allow the artists to readily mount to
the fore-stage E, said stage is provided with
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one or more steps I as shown in Figs. 1 and
3. Artists may, therefore, enter from the
wings threugh the curtained openings e
and, after ascending the platform fore-stage
E, proceed to carry out the performance,
irrespective of the main stage, should the
play which they are executing so demand.

The floor of the main stage F, positioned
rearwardly of the proscenium opening, is
preferably raised to a slightly higher plane
than the plane of the fore-stage K and, as it
is on the main stage that most of the scenic
effects are produced, suitable means is pro-
vided for supporting scenic drops, set pieces
and lighting media. This means embodies a
skeleton-like frame G resembling a gridiron,
which is supperted at substantially four cor-
ners by uprights ¢ and suitable lateral
bracing g’. Supported by the front of the
gridivon G is a bar H carrying a rod 2’ on
which is slidably mounted the main prosce-
nium curtain or curtains 4. The parts are
so associated that curtains 2 ave suspended
immediately behind the proscenium open-
ings C so that, when the curtains are held
together, the main stage is concealed from
view, whereas, when the curtains are with-
drawn, the appointments of said main stage
are exposed to the audience.

The gridiron frame & furnishes support
for suitable scenic drops I, and also serves
as a mounting for an overhead lighting sys-
tem shown as embodying a plurality of
lamp carrying refiectors z, which furnisl,
in the main, illumination on the main stage.

The fore-stage may be illuminated in va-
rious ways but the preferred manner of ac-
complishing this is to position spot lights
¢’ forwardly of the proscenium wall A and
conceal said lights from the audience by
means of screens ¢*. Of course, when the
main curtain % is drawn, the spot lights ¢/
serve to assist in the illumination of the
main stage.

The artists desiring to enter upon the
main stage from the wings may readily do
so0, steps 7 being provided to facilitate the
ascension to the plane of the stage.

As heretofore stated, in the collapsible
embodiment of the invention, the prosce-
nium wall A is formed in sections so that it
may be readily dismantled and packed in 2
small area for shipment. This principle of
dividing up the elements of the construction
is carried out throughout the entire struc-
ture. Tor example, the uprights ¢ which
support the gridiron frame G are attached
to the main stage by a detachable connection

Z, the preferred form of which is shown in-
detail in Fig. 6. Detachable connection 7 is 1

simply a loose hinge connection, the pin 7’
of which is adapted to be withdrawn at will
for releasing the hinge parts and to be in-
serted to secure the parts together. In the
securing of the uprights ¢ of the main stage,
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one of the plates of the connection is rigidly
secured to the stage while the complemen-
tary plate is similarly secured to one of the
uprights so that when the upr 1ght 1g placed
in position, pin 2" may be inserted to lock
the parts together. Bhe gridiron frame G
is mounted on the uprights ¢ in the same or
other suitable detachable manner, and the
var ious component parts, such as the beams
or bars from which frame G is formed, are
also detachably assem‘r*led so that the frame
may be dismantled and packed in a rela-
tively small space.

Vhen the parts ave assembled in the oper-

ative positions shown in Figs. 3 and 4 a.

remarkably rigid construction results and
proscenium wall A is maintained in proper
position relative to the main stage and its
superstructure so as to be held in rigid up-
standmg position by any suitable connec-
tion such as a plurality of keepers % mount-
ed on the back of the proscenium wall and
adapted to codperate with pins %2 mounted
neat the forward edge of the gridiron G.

It will be manifest that when the super-
structure of the main stage and the prosce-
nium wall are dismantled, they break up
into a comparatively large number of rela-
tively small parts which, in loose condition,
would be inconvenient to transport and
would be apt to become lost or broken. The
trz‘rnspormtion of these parts is facilitated
by providing containers or crates into which
said parts may be compactly packed for
shipment. In accordance- with this inven-
tion, these crates are so formed and propor-
tioned that they, in themselves, serve as
the main stage and fore-stage "when the
parts are unpacked and assembled in oper-
ative positions.

In Fig. 5 one of these crates M is shown
in detail. Crate M may be of any structural
form desired, but is preferably so con-
structed that at least one of its faces is flat
and regular. Quite a nunber of these crates
is necessary for the packing of the equip-
ment and the crates vary in size in accord-
ance with the parts they are adapted to
maintain. However, the apportionments of
the parts in packing is such that when un-
packed a plurality of crates M will be pro-
mded some of which may be larger than
others and of different heights, but a plu-
rality of which may be assembled to form
p]atfoz ms, one of which constitutes the main
stage and the other the fore-stage.

Thus, as shown in Figs. 2 qnd 4, the main
stage is composed of seven crates, placed
edge to edge and all of the same height,
whereas, the fore-stage is shown as formed
#rom two crates. The steps B’ surrounding
the fore-stage on three sides may elthel
serve as containers- for some small parts or

“may be patkéd-within-one of the large crates.

In this manner every part necessary to the

%‘

complete outfitting of a theatrical unit has
its prescribed funcuons to perform, both
while the unit is set up for exhibition and
while it is in the process of transportation.
There 1s no nccesmtv for a large number of
supuﬂuous packing boxes and crates which

ave no other function and simply house or
coatam certain fittings during transporta-
tion. In the olnbochmcnt shown the parts
are so organized in pr opoltlon that the
entire stage and its equipment mH oceupy
in its entir ety nine crates, any one of which
is of size to be expeditiously handled during
transportation.

The collapsible unit of this invention may
be, therefore, tersely deomeed as a com-
plete theater which can be tied up in a box,
shipped anywhere and set up with expedi-
tmn “and in a remarkably short time.
m rention is, therefore, particularly adapt-
ed for use in ball-rooms at such time when
a host desives to entertain his guests with a
theatrical as part of an evening’s enjoy-
ment since the theatrical umt may be
shipped to the house, put up in the after-
noon and taken down and transported away
the following morning. This also q)phes
to theatricals in public halls, aunditoriums
and similar places of amusement.

Aside from the great ease with which the
unit may be sh u)])ed from place to place, it
has the further marked advantage so that,
when set up and the play acted thereon all
of its appointments are such as to bring the
artists in chummy nearness to the audience,
particularly in a ballrcom where the stages
and proscenium wall are supported directly
upon the floor of the room. The audience,
therefore, do not get the impression that
they are peeping through a hole in the wall
at a play, but rather that the play is being
acted in their presence and that they are in
the toom where the scene is taking place.
This 1s rendered more realistic by “the en-
trance of the artists through the curtained
openings ¢ which give the impression to the
audience that they are but additional doors
to the voom in which said aundience are
seated. Another advantage of the arrange-
ment ig that persons desiring to enter the
stage from the audience are not required to
go through the stage door somewhere in the
rear or climb up the plane of the stage.

The whole effect produced by this inven-
tion, when employed in the environment
stated, 1s to render the act unceremonious,
unaffected, and entirely lacking in stiffness.
This 1s largely due to the fact that during
the chanomo ‘of scenery on the main :tftoe,

while the curtains 4 are dr awn, the audience -

is not required to face a broad flat curtain
expanse, but, af such times, sees the arrange-
mont as shown in Fig. 1 thele bemg 10
monotony whatsoever.
It will be apparent from the foreffonw
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description of the invention in its portable

. form that many of the features therein em-

ployed may be used to great advantage in
theaters which are dedicated entirely to
stage productions; for example, the princi-
ple of the refntrant front wall in which is
positioned a proscenium opening with a
fore-stage hefore the opemng, a main stage
rearwardly thereof and side entrances to Lhe
fore-stage in the proscenium wall. This ar-
'"moexuequ would entirely counteract the
blank and bare appearance hereinbefore re-
ferved. to as inherent in practically all
theaters.

Other features of advantage inchoate in
this invention which would be desirable in
theatrical construction will be manifest to
those skilled in the art and some of these
features might be employed without neces-
sarily employing all. Accerdingly, the pres-
ent invention is to be understood as not lim-
ited tc the illustrative showing made but as
blOdCUV novel as 1s commensurate with the

vending claims.

Havmo thus fully described the inven-
tion, what T claim ag new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, 1s:

1. In a theatrical arrandement, the com-
bination of & wall provided with a reéntrant
portion, o prosceniim opening in the reén-
trant portion, a fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the proscenium opening, a main

stage: posmoned reavwardly of the prosce-
nium opening, entrances 1n the reéntrant
portion of the proscenium wall and on either
side of the proscenium opening, and a curtain
for closing the proscenium opening to con-
ceal the main stage.

2. In a theatrical arrangement, the com-
bination of a wall provided with a reéntrant
portion, a proscenitm opening in the reén-
trant portion, an elevated fore-stage posi-
tioned forwardly of the proscenium open-
ing, a main stage positioned rearwardly of
the proscenium opening and above the plane
of the forestage, and an entrance to the fore-
stage from the wings through the reénfrant
]}01'ti0n of the proscenium wall.

In a the%tliml arrangement, the com-
blmtlon of a wall pr owded with a reéntrant
portion, a proscenium opening in the reén-
trant portion, an elevated fore-stage posi-
tioned forwardly of the proscenium open-
ing, a main stage positioned rearwardly of
the proscenium opening and above the plane
of the fore-stage and an entrance at each
side of the fore- stage through the reéntrant
portion of the proscenium wall.

4. In a theatrical arrangement, the com-
bination of a wall provided with a pro-
scenium opening, a forestage posmloneJ in
front of the proscenium opening, a main
stage positioned behind the proseenium open-
ing, s curtain for closing the proscenium
opening to conceal the main stage, and an
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entrance to the fore-stage through the pro-
scenium wall.

5. In a theatrical arrangement, the com-
bination of a wall provided with a pro-
scenium opening, a forestage positioned in
front of the proscenium opening, a main
stage positioned behind the proscenlum open-
ing and elevated above the fore-stage, a cur-
tain for closing the proscenium opening to
conceal the main stage. and an entrance to
the fore-stage through the proscenium wall.

6. In a theatrical arrangement, the com-

bination of a wall provided with a reéntrant
portion, a proscenitm opening in the re-
entrant portion, a fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the plosccmmn opening, a main
stage positioned rearwardly of the prosce-
nium opening, entrances in the reéntrant
portion of the proscenium wall and on either
side of the prosceninm opening, a curtain for
closing the proscenium opening to conceal
the main stage and sources of light posi-
tioned forwardly of the proscenium w (111 and
laterally of the fore-stage.

7. In a theatrical arrangement, the com-
bination of a wall provided with a refntrant
portion, a proscenium opening in the re-
entrant portion, a fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the proscenium opening, a main
stage positioned rearwardly of the prosce-
nium opening, entrances in_the retntrant
portion of the proscenium wall and on either
side of the proscenium opening, a curtain
for closing the proscenium opening to con-
ceal the main stage, sources of light posi-
tioned forwardly of the proscenium wall
and laterally of the fore-stage, and addi-
tional sources of light rearwardly of the
proscenium wall for illuminating the main
stage.

8. A theatrical arrangement embodying
a wall provided with a reéntrant portion, a
proscenium opening in the re@éntrant por-
tion, a fore-stage positioned forwardly of
the proscenium opening, sources of illmmni-
nation positioned forwardly of the prosce
nium wall and laterally of the forve-stage.
and means for concealing said sources of
illumination, in combination with a main
stage positioned rearwardly of the prosce-
nium opening, an entrance to the fore-stage
through the proscenium wall, 11111111111(1t1ng
means rearwardly of the proscemum wall
for lighting the main stage and a curtain
for closing the proscenium opening to con-
ceal the main stage.

9. In a collapsible theatrical armngement
the combination of a wall provided with
proscenium opening and embodying a plu-

rality of parts detachably secured together,
a sectional fore-stage pos sitioned fom ar dlv
of the proscenium opening, and a sectional
main stage positioned rearwardly of said
opening, all of the parts being detachably
assembled whereby the stages and prosce-
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nium wall are adapted to be dismantled for
shipment.

10. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall provided
with a proscenium opening and embodying
a plurality of parts detachably secured to-
gether, a sectional fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the proscenium opening, a sec-
tional main stage positioned rearwardly of
said opening, and an entrance to the fore-
stage through the proscenium wall, all of
the parts being detachably assembled where-
by the stages and proscenium wall are adapt-
ed to be dismantled for shipment.

11. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment the combination of a wall having a re-
entrant portion in which is formed a pro-
scenium opening, said wall embodying a plu-
rality of parts detachably secured together,
a sectional fore-stage positioned forwardly
of the proscenium opening, a sectional main
stage positioned rearwardly of said opening,
and an entrance to the fore-stage through
the reéntrant portion of the proscenium wall,
all of the parts being detachably assembled
whereby the stages and proscenium wall are
adapted to be dismantled for shipment.

12. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall provided
with a proscenium opening and embodying
a plurality of parts detachably secured to-
gether, and a plurality of containers into
which the parts of the wall may be packed
when the wall is dismantled for shipment,
said containers being so formed that, when

the wall is in place, sald containers are

adapted to collectively form a fore-stage po-
sitioned forwardly of the proscenium open-
ing and a main stage positioned rearwardly
thereof.

18. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall having a re-
entrant portion in which is formed a pro-
scenium opening and an additional opening
through which the performers may pass to
a position, said wall embodying a plurality
of parts detachably secured together, and a
plurality of containers into which the parts
of the wall may be packed when the wall is
dismantled for shipment, said containers be-
ing so formed that, when the wall is in place,
and containers are adapted to collectively
form a fore-stage positioned forwardly of
the proscenium opening and a main stage
positioned rearwardly thereof.

14. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall having a re-

- entrant portion in which is formed a pro-
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scenium opening, said wall embodying a plu-
rality of parts detachably secured together,
and a plurality of containers into which the
parts of the wall may be packed when the
wall is dismantled for shipment, said con-
tainers being so formed that, when the wall
is in place, and containers are adapted to

collectively form a fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the proscenium opening and =
main stage positioned rearwardly thereof.

15. In a collopsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall provided
with a proscenium opening and embodying
a plurality of parts detachably secured to-
gether, a sectional fore-stage positioned for-
wardly of the proscenium opening, a sec-
tional main stage positioned rearwardly of
said opening, a curtain for closing the pro-
scenium opening, and an entrance to the fore-
stage through the proscenium wall, all of
the parts being detachably assembled where-
by the stages and proscenium wall are adapt-
ed to be dismantled for shipment.

16. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall provided
with a proscenium opening and embodying
a plurality of parts detachably secured to-
gether, a curtain for closing the proscenium
opening, a sectional fore-stage positioned in
front of the proscenium opening, a sectional
main stage positioned back of the prosce-
nium opening, and a demountable superstruc-
ture on the main stage for supporting scenic
drops and illuminating means, all of the
parts being detachably assembled whereby
they may be dismantled for shipment.

17. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall provided
with a proscenium opening and embodying
a plurality of parts detachably secured to-
gether, a curtain for closing the proscenium
opening, a sectional fore-stage positioned
in front of the proscenium opening, a sec-
tional main stage positioned back of the
proscenium opening, the sections of the
stages embodying a plurality of containers,
and a demountable superstructure on the
main stage for supporting scenic drops and
illuminating means, all of the parts being
detachably assembled whereby the prosce-
nium wall and superstructure of the. main
stage may be dismantled and packed in the
containers which normally constitute the
stages.

18. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
ment, the combination of a wall, being pro-
vided with a reéntrant portion and having
a proscenium opening formed in the re-
entrant portion embodying a plurality of
parts detachably secured together, a curtain
for closing the proscenium opening, a sec-
tional fore-stage positioned in front of the
proscenium opening, an entrance through
the proscenium wall to the fore-stage, a sec-
tional main stage positioned back of the
proscenium opening, and a demountable
superstructure on the main stage for sup-
porting drops and illuminating means, all
of the parts being detachably assembled
whereby they may be dismantled for ship-
ment.

19. In a collapsible theatrical arrange-
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ment, the combination of a wall, provided
with a reéntrant portion, and having a pro-
scenium opening formed in the re#ntrant
portion, said wall embodying a plurality of
parts detachably secured together, a curtain

Tor closing the proscenium opening, a sec-

tional fore-stage positioned in front of the
proscenium opening, an entrance through
the reéntrant portion of the proscenium wall
to the forestage, a sectional main stage posi-
tioned back of the proscenium- opening, the
sections of the stages embodying a plurality

1,208,245

of containers, and a demountable superstruc-
ture on the main stage for supporting scenic
drops and illuminating means, all of the
parts being detachably assembled whereby
the proscenium wall and superstructure of
the main stage may be dismantled and packed
in the containers which normally constitute
the stages.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.

STUART WALKER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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