
J. A. BOFFIN, 
SURGIOAL, INSTRUMENT 

APPLIOATION FILED DEo. 18, 1908. 

277Zvezz/2Zr: 

12 a 24 
Azza. 

  

  



O 

15 

25 

30 

'40 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES ARNOLD BOFFIN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

SURGEICA, INSTRUMENT, 

1,006,052. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 17, 1911. 
Application filed December 16, 1908. Serial No. 487,829, 

To all whom it may concern." 
IBe it known that I, JAMEs ARNOLD BOF 

FIN, a subject of the King of England, re 
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Surgical 
Instruments, of which the following is a de 
scription. 
My invention belongs to that class of de 

Yices known as surgical instruments and re 
lates particularly to an instrument adapted 
for use it circumcising operations and the 
liki, an as for its object the production of 
a simple, efficient, convenient and satisfac 
tory device of the kind described and for the 
purposes set forth. 
To this end my invention consists in the 

novel construction, arrangement, and com 
bination of parts herein shown and de 
scribed, and more particularly pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the drawings wherein like reference 
characters indicate like or corresponding 
parts; Figure 1 is a view in elevation of y 
preferred form of instrument and the dase 
therefor. Fig. 2 is a view in elevation of 
the same ready for application. Fig. 3 is 
a view in clevation of the same in operative 
position. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the 
preferred form of instrument, aid Fig. 5 
is an end elevation of the case, the instrt 
incent removed. * , 

The instrument is designed to be used by 
sil rgeons in performing the operation 
known as circumcision, it being adapted to 
retain the skin to be renoved in a position 
where the operation may be easily and per 
fectly made by one surgeon without assist 
ance. 

Referring to the drawings, my preferrer 
form of instrument comprises a plurality 
of arms, two arms 1 and 2 being shown, 
which are suitably secred together, and 
provided at the free ends with means for re 
taining the skin in a listended position as 
shown in Fig. 3 and more fully explained 
herei after. The instrument shown is 
misle of wire; and preferably bent as at 3 
to for in the two resilient aris 1 and 2, 

which normally tend to spring away from 
each other at the free ends. The free ends 
may be arranged in any suitable manner to 
retain the skin in the desired position. In 
the instrument shown the free ends of the 
arras are bert to form hooks 4-4 which 
have their points sharpened so that the 
flesh Jnay he engaged. The arms are also 
prefer bly bent between the ends as at 5-5 
to form entiarged fortions or loops, through 
which the operator's fingers may be passed, 
for a firm grip on the instrument is obtained. 
I also referally rovide a suitable case 6. 
in which the instrument may be positioned, 
and the points be thereby protected. As 
shown the insteinent is retained in the case 
ly the lugs or extensions 7-7 and 8-S 
thereon), the points 4-4 heing protected by 
the lugs or extensions 9 .) on the case. 

In the circuit}cising operation, the fore. 
skin () is drawn tip substantially as shown 
in Fig. 2, and the instrinent applied, the 
parts to be operated on having preferably 
been reviously treated in the usual or any 
slit alle way to deaden or kill any pain. 
The hiks 4-4 having engaged the flesh 
the resilie icy of the aris 1 and 2 tends to 
raw the skin substantially as shown in Fig. 

3. The surgeon then takes the instrument 
in or inct, referably with it finger 
througll the tools to give control of the in 
st ruinent and with his scissors or knife in 
the other hand performs the circumcising 
operation for example as at 11. In this 
way a perfect operation may be crformed 
ly a sirgeon with?) it assistance. 

a sing this describe? inly invention, it is 
of vit is that vari is in a terial changes 
lay be inade in the on 1 ("instruction 
show) and described, or that it may be used 
wherever applicable, hence I do not wish to 
he understood as liniting myself to the 
exact for in shown and les'ried. 
What I ('la in as it w and sire to secre 

by letters latent is 
A surgical inst 'liment of the character 

describril 'otu prising a pair of arms, a re 
silient (or coinecting sail artis, a pointed, 
(it - Irned and inwardly directed hook at 
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the extremity of each of said arms, loops signed my name in the presence of two sub 
forming finger grips, said loops being scribing witnesses. 
formed in said arms and lying at right Y A ' angles to the connecting loop, and said arms JAMES ARNOLD BOFFIN. 
rojecting from diametrically opposite por- Witnesses: 

tions of said loops. HELEN MILLs, 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto ARTHUR E. GAMMAGT. 


