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1 Claim. (C. 47-38) 
This invention relates to improvements in wells 

for flower boxes, flower pots and the like. 
Ordinarily flower boxes, iower pots and the 

like are supplied with water by the simple process 
of pouring water directly upon the earth in the 
bOX or Sprinkling Water thereon in any Suitable 

This practice has a nunnoer of disad 
wantages, such as disrupting the Suiface in the 
earth of the box or pot, or unequally moistening 
the earth, since the top part of the earth may 
receive an abundance of Water While the lower 
part thereof may be lacking in noisture. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a new, simple, and inexpensive device which can 
be inserted in a flower box or the like to serve 
as a Well therefor. 
Another object of the invention is to pi'OWide a 

well illenber of such configuration as to coinforn 
substantially to the shape of the box or pot in 
which it is positioned. - 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a member for cleaning the inside of the 
well device of any deposit of earth and the like. 
- In accordance with the present invention use 
is made of a simple device, the Walls of which 
are foraminated, which can be embedded direct 
ly in the earth in a flower box, pot or the like. 
This device is preferably of Soine metal which 
may be rust resisting or not as Occasion denihands. 
After the device has been embedded in the earth. 
in a flower box, etc., water may be poured into 
the Well member to insure that an equal moisten 
ing of all the earth results. The Well members 
may be of various sizes and shapes to conform 

55. 

5 to the sizes and shapes of the boxes or pots in 
conjunction with which they are to be used. 
For example, if a Square box or pot is used, the 

well member may be of substantially rectangular 
cross Section. It may even be made with one 
vertical side open, which side is closed by the 
actual Wall of the box in Which the Well men 
ber is situated. In connection with this type of 
well member, use may be made of a cleaning im 
plement in the nature of a flat plate of size to 

5 fit closely in the well member together with a 
rod-like handle. Normally the plate rests in the 
bottom of the well and is pulled upwardly when 
it is desired to clean the walls of the well which 
may become incrusted with earth due to the fact 
that of necessity the Walls are foraminated. 
In another form of the device the Well member 

may be substantially in the shape of a hollow 
cone. A still further form is in the shape of an 
inverted cone With a straight Wall completing the 
configuration. 

15. 

in a still further form of the invention, the 
well member may be in the shape of two sections 
of an inverted cone joined together along vertical 
lines. 
Other features and advantages of the inven 

tion will become apparent by reference to the foll 
lowing detail description taken in connection With 
the accompanying drawing, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view partially in Section 
of a flower box with a particular Well in position 
thereof. - 

Fig. 2 is an eniarged perSpective View of one 
for in of the well member. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the cleaning device 
utilized in connecticn. With the Well member 
shown in Fig. 2; and 

FigS. 4, 5 and 6 are side elevations of modified 
forms of Well members. * ... ' 

Referring now to the drawing, 10 indicates a 
flower box which may be constructed of any suit 
able material, and which in the present instance 
is of Substantially Square outline. In conjunc 
tion. With this type of box use may be made of a 
Well member 11 which is constructed of a bottom 
12, a broad side 13 and short Sides 14. Extend 
ing OutWardly from the short Sides 14 are flanges 

The walls 13 and 14 are provided with aper 
tures 16 as shown. The apertures 16 may be of 
any suitable number and of any suitable size. 
This type of well member may be positioned in 

the box. 10 and secured therein in any desired 
nanner, such as by securing the fianges 15 to the 
Wall of the box by soldering, riveting, or in any 
other desired fashion. When properly secured to 
the inner Wall of the box, a Well of rectangular 
croSS Section. Which extends particularly to the 
bottom of the box is provided. If desired the 
open fourth side of the device can be closed by an 
added Wall. 
Since the Was Of the Well in contact With earth 

in the box are foraminated, there is great possi 
bility that Some of the earth will Work into the 
interior of the Well, and unless this condition is 
taken care of, the Well night in time become 
clogged. Accordingly, use may be made of the 
cleaning device shown. This device consists 
sin) ply of a flat metallic plate 20 to which is 
Secured, by means of nuts 21, a long rod 22 pro 
vided at the top with a handle 23. Under normal 
conditions the cleaning member remains in the 
Well resting against the botton plate 12 thereof. 
When it is desirous to clean the Well, it is neces 
sary only to lift the cleaning member, which 
lifting pulls the edges of the plate upwardly 
along the inner surface of the well with the 
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2 
resultant Scraping of any incrusted earth there 
fron. 
When the member has been so manipulated to 

remove incrusted earth, it may be replaced in the 
well until further use is required. 

In Fig. 4 a well member 30 is shown, such well 
member being made up of an inverted hollow 
cone, preferably of metal, which is foraminated 
as shown. A clip 31 of metal or other Suitable 
material is secured to the top of the cone for 
suspending the well member in a flower pot or 
any other Suitable eartin containing receptacle. 
In Fig. 5 a further form of the invention is 

ShOWn, Such form COInsisting of a Section 35 of 
an inverted cone together with a flat triangular 
plate 36 secured to the member 35. Both the 
members 35 and 36 are foraminated as shown. 
A clip 37 is provided for suspending the device 
in a flower pot or the like. This clip 37 has been 
shown as being Secured to the conical section 35, 
but of course it is evident that it could be se 
cured directly to the triangular plate 36. 
In Fig. 6 a. still further modification of the in 

Vention is illustrated, Such modification consist 
ing of tWO similar Sections 40 and 41 in the na 
ture of Sections of inverted cones. These two 
Sections 40 and 41 are joined together as indi 
cated and are foraininated for the purpose here 
in disclosed. A clip 42 is provided for the same 
purpose as the clips previously described. 
The forms of well members shown in Figs. 4, 

5, and 6 have the advantage that they can be in 
Serted in earth easily due to their pointed ends. 

It will be evident from the foregoing that the 
present invention in any of its forms provides an 
arrangement whereby flower boxes, pots and the 
like can be Supplied with Water With more effi 
ciency than is possible under the present prac 
tice of watering such containers. To use one 
of these wells, the only operation required is that 
the Well member, regardless of its form, be em 
bedded in the earth in the container. When so 
embedded, the earth can be noistened by filling 
the well with water, and due to the foraminated 
walls of the well, this water will be distributed 
fairly uniformly throughout the depth of the 
earth. By providing a well of this character, it 
is possible by merely glancing thereinto to note 
Whether the earth in the receptacle needs 
moistening or not, since if the earth is over 
abundantly supplied with Water, some of the 
water Will remain in the Well. 

If conditions Warrant, a Well having a sub 

1,952,597 
Stantially rectangular cross section can be utilized 
With efficiency since in this type of device a Well 
cleaner can be provided to remove any incrusted 
earth from the Walls thereof. 
When a well of the type shown is used in con 

junction with flower boxes, pots, and the like, the 
hole or holes usually provided in the bottom of 
the box or pot may be closed, since the necessity 
therefor is eliminated by the Well. In practice 
it Will be found that admirable results can be ob 
tained when one or more of the Well member's are 
positioned close to the roots of the plant. Due 
to this close positioning, Some ventilation of the 
roots can be produced which serves to prevent 
rotting of the roots, due to excess moisture, and 
aids the growth of the plant materially in other 
ways. Moreover, by using a Well of the type 
shown, it is possible to supply fertilizer to the 
roots of a plant very easily since the fertilizer 
may be placed in the well and water poured 
thereon to distribute it in proper fashion. By 
having the actual pot closed against leakage (due 
to the plugging of the hole or holes therein) the 
elements in the earth essential to plant life are 
retained in the earth since they cannot escape 
through any opening. 
Wells of this character can be utilized With 

great efficiency not only in conjunction. With 
flower boxes, pots and the like, but can also be 
used for supplying moisture and Ventilation to 
the roots of trees, shrubs, and other plants not 
contained in pots. Of course, the Well must be 
made somewhat larger, but the invention is not 
to be limited to any particular size. Further 
more, it is to be understood that where the claim 
calls for a well member for flower pots, and the 
like, limitations as to Size and use of the Well 
members are not intended, since as before pointed 
out, their uses are of varied character and num 
ber. 

It will be evident that the present invention is 
capable of considerable modification, in view of 
which it is not to be limited to the illustrated em 
bodiments, but only by the scope of the following 
claim. 

claim: 
A Well member for flower boxes and the like 

comprising a hollow metallic receptacle having 
foraminated Walls, said receptacle being in the 
shape substantially of an inverted cohe, and a 
Suspending clip Secured to the edge of the re 
ceptacle. 

ANGELO LIZZOLA. 
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