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This invention relates to a folding holder for 
flexible sheet material. 
The holder is especially adapted for use as a 

folding cover for maps, army discharge papers, 
and like documents. It will, therefore, be first ill 
lustrated by description in connection with such 
Se. 

There has long been recognized the need of 
covers, for papers of various kinds, that permit 
folding along predetermined lines, give little in 
terference with the visibility of the papers coy 
ered When the folder is open, cause a minimum of 
Wrinkling when the folder is closed, and, at the 
same time, eXclude dust and other foreign mate 
rials to Which the folder is exposed. When carried, 
Say in an automobile or pocket in the clothes of 
the OWner. 
The present invention provides a cover that 

meets these needs. 
Briefly stated, the invention comprises a cover 

for paperS and the like including a back portion 
of foldable sheet material and a number of spaced 
transparent sheets that jointly constitute the 
face portion of the cover, the spaces defined be 
tween the edges of adjacent sheets registering 
With and in part at least determining the lines of 
folding of the back portion, so that when the 
folder is folded together, say lengthwise and 
transversely, the folding lines come between ad 
jacent ones of the said sheets and there is a mini 
run of distortion of any of the sheets them 
Selves. 

In a preferred embodiment, the Spaced sheets 
are Constructed of transparent material and the 
holder includes means attaching the said sheets 
flexibly at the outer edge thereof to the Outer edge 
of the Said back portion, this mounting permit 
ting Opening OutWardly of the several sheets for 
the insertion of documents directly in front of the 
back portion of the cover and then allowing the 
sheets to return to their normal position so as to 
form the face portion of the said holder. 

In One embodiment the back portion is pro 
Vided With cut Outs so that the back portion is in 
fact a Series of frames arranged generally syn 
metrically with respect to the said sheets and 
Overlapping the sheets at the edges so that, When 
the Whole is folded together and pressed lightly, 
the strips, of which the back portion is in effect, 
Constructed, form thickened zones which close 
the Spaces between the edge portions of adjacent, 
Ones of the said sheets, so as to restrict the en 
trance of dust behind the said sheets. 

Preferably the holder includes an outer case 
member and means associated therewith for fold 
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ing and holding the case member over the holder 
proper when the latter is in folded condition. 
The invention will be further illustrated by de 

scription in connection with the attached draw 
19. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the holder With 
the case member in closed condition. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the folder in open position. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the holder in 

partly folded condition. 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view of a modified form of 

construction. 
There is shown a case member 2 suitably of the 

general shape of a bill fold With snap elements ( 
and 6 constituting means for maintaining the 
case in closed condition. 
The folder includes a number of transparent 

sheets 8, 8, 2, or 22 constituting in effect win 
dows through which a document may be read. 
These sheets normally extend parallel to the plane 
of the back portion 6, to which they are secured 
at an outer edge as by hinge member 4 with suit 
able stitching. As shown in the modification of 
Fig. 4, the transparent sheets may be stitched di 
rectly to the material 23 of the back portion and 
Such construction substituted. Without other 
change for that of Fig. 3, the substitution being 
made in the structure of Fig. 2. Being Secured in 
either the manner of Fig. 2 or Fig. 4, the sheets 
or windows may be opened hingewise along the 
Zone of attachment to the back portion, for in 
sertion of the document between the said sheets 
and the back portion. 
The folder Suitably includes also transparent 

corner pieces 8 secured as shown along the 
broken lines to the back portion and constituting 
pockets into which the corners of the sheet of 
paper 23 to be protected may be inserted and held, 
even when the transparent sheets constituting the 
Windows are raised. 
The folder preferably includes means securing 

the folding holder proper, as at a corner section 
thereof, to the case 2 so that the holder when 
folded lengthwise and transversely may be fitted 
readily within the case before the snap on the 
case is closed. 

In a preferred embodiment the back portion 
is provided With cut outs as shown, so that the 
back portion consists in part of a series of fold 
able Cross tapes forming frames, each frame be 
ing disposed generally symmetrically with respect 
to the over-lying one of the sheets 8, 9, 2, or 22 
and the length and breadth of the cut-out be 
ing somewhat less than corresponding dimen 
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sions of the said sheets, so that the sheet and the 
frame of the back portion overlap as shown in the 
drawings. 
When such a holder is folded together, the 

strips of material of the back portion give thick 
ened strips framing adjacent ones of the sheets 
of the face portion. When the case member is 
closed, the slight but appreciable pressure that 
results is concentrated on these thickened ZOneS 
and thus seals the space between the edges of the 
sheet members. This minimizes the entrance of 
dust and foreign materials when the folder is be 
ing carried. 
When the back portion is provided With the 

cut-outs, the space represented by the parts of 
the material cut away is preferably occupied by 
transparent sheet material 6 constituting rear 
windows. These windows make the document 
legible also from the back of the holder except for 
such portions of the document as lie directly be 
hind the frames of opaque material of the back 
portion. These frames may also be of trans 
parent material, this making the back of the 
document completely legible. 
The hinge member 4 of Fig. 3 may be omitted. 

In this case, the several sheets constituting jointly 
the face portion are inserted, at an outer edge of 
each, within the fold of the frame or material 29 
of the back portion and attached directly thereto, 
as by the stitching extending through the edges 
of the sheet material 20 and the sheet 22 of Fig. 5. 
In One embodiment the case contains an ex 

tension portion forming a pocket with window 24, 
framing 26, and stitching 28 extending around 
three side of the pocket and holding the window 
to the extension on the case proper. Card 27 may 
be inserted. 

It Will be understood that in the various figures 
the broken lines or dash lines represent stitching. 
In some cases the Stitching holds the frame of the 
back portion to the transparent windows therein 
which close the cut-out portions. In other cases, 
the stitching secures the sheet material constitut 
ing the windows of the front or face portion to an 
Outer edge of the said backportion. 

Materials of construction may be those that 
are usual in articles of the general class of my 
holders. 
Thus, the Spaced sheets constituting the face of 

the holder, other windows, and the corner pieces 
8 are suitably constructed of flexible sheets of 
Cellophane, Celluloid, or a plastic polymerized 
Vinyl compound. 
The framework 20 of the back portion is thin 

foldable sheet material and suitably a textile, 
pyroxylin coated fabric, rubberized fabric, Cello 
phane, vinyl plastic of the kind described, or the 
like. The material of the back portion, in the 
Zones that fold, is preferably selected to be more 
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readily flexed than material of the sheets 8 or 22 
or of the corner pieces f8 if used. 
The case member is ordinarily constructed of 

leather, although there may be used here py 
rOxylin coated or rubberized fabric or foldable 
plastic. 
When the entire back portion is of the same 

material, as it may be for Some uses of the holder, 
the back may be constructed of any suitable thin 
foldable sheet material, as, for instance, Cello 
phane, one of the transparent plastics described, 
or fabric in either coated or uncoated condition. 
The snap fastener parts 4 and 6 may be con 

Structed of metal or plastic in usual manner. 
A holder constructed as described folds easily 

along predetermined lines registering with the 
Spaces between the sheets constituting the face 
of the cover. When the folded cover is pressed to 
gether, as by closing of the case member, then the 
thickened portions 20, shown particularly in Fig. 
4, meet around the transparent sheets and close 
the Spaces therebetween against the entrance of 
dirt and the like. 
The holder described is attractive in appear 

ance, durable, and positive in its action in pro 
tecting documents with a minimum of distortion 
On Opening and closing the holder. 

It will be understood also that it is intended to 
COver all changes and modifications of the ex 
ample of the invention herein chosen for the pur 
pose of illustration which do not constitute de 
partures from the Spirit and scope of the inven 
tion. 
What I claim is: 
A folding holder for a thin flexible sheet, the 

holder comprising a back portion of foldable ma 
terial, Spaced transparent sheets that constitute 
jointly the front portion of the holder and are 
Spaced apart at their edges, and means securing 
each of the sheets flexibly and at an outer edge 
Only to an outer edge of the back portion so that 
the sheets may be opened by flexing at their outer 
edge So as to expose a continuous sheet-receiving 
Space defined between the outer edges of all the 
Sheets. 

JOSEPH. N. FISTELL. 
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