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Our invention relates to burial caskets and
one object is to provide a reinforced glass
casket which can be hermetically sealed for
the exclusion of moisture and water.

5 Other objects will hereinafter appear, and
in order that said invention may be fully
understood reference will now be had to the
accompanying drawings, in which: )

Fig. 1 is a side elevation partly in section

10 of the casket. '

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the casket.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged broken section of
an upper portion of the casket.

Referring in detail to the different parts,

15 2 designates the hollow body of the casket
which is preferably cast in one piece and
strengthened by suitable reinforcing mate-
rial such as wire cloth 4. The upper por-
tion of the hollow body 2 is further rein-

20 forced by a surrounding molding 6 and has
a continuous offset 8 of rightangular configu-
ration in cross section in'its upper margin.
The lower horizontal face of the offset 8 is
provided with continuous ribs 10 while the

25 vertical face of said offset has a continuous
channel 12.

The sides of the hollow body 2 are pro-
vided with dove-tail grooves 14 for the re-
ception of cleats 16 to which handles 18 are

30 secured. Cloth or wood veneering, not
shown, may be used for covering the hollow
body 2 when desired by securing it to the
cleats 18.

20 designates the lid of the casket, which,

35 Jike the latter, is preferably made of glass
and strengthened by a suitable reirnforce-
ment such as wire cloth 22. The lid 20 is
provided at its underside with continuous

40 grooves 24 for the reception of the continuous
ribs 10, said grooves 24 being enough larger
than the ribs for the admission of cement or
other suitable sealing compound 26. The
vertical margin of the lid 20 has a surround-

45 ing channel 28 which is similar in size to

~ the channel 12 with which it is adapted to
register when the lid is placed in the offset 8.

30 designates an opening in the lid near
the head of the casket through which the

50 face of a corpse within the latter may be

viewed, said opening being covered with a
sheet of clear glass 82. '

34 designates a cover which is slidably
mounted ‘in-dove-tail grooves 36 so that it
may be adjusted to the open position disclosed
by Figs. 1 and .2, or to the closed position
shown by Tig. 8 for protection of the glass
39, :
After a corpse has been placed within the
casket the compound 26 is spread upon the
ribs 10 to form an air and water tight joint
when the lid 20 is placed in position upon the
hollow body 2. The joint between the hol-
low body 2 and the Iid 20 is further sealed
with a suitable composition 88 which is

‘placed in the channels 12 and 98, said com-

position being preferably in the nature of a
powder, which on becoming set, will be as
hard as the material from which the casket

is formed. Further sealing of the casket is ¥

accomplished by pouring pitch or other suita-
ble sealing compound 40 in the upper por-
tion of the space between the hollow body 2
and the 1id 20. Before the casket is placed
in the grave the slidable cover 84 is hermeti-
cally sealed in closed position so that no
moisture or water can seep into the casket.

From the foregoing description it is ap-
parent that we have provided a burial casket
which is impervious to water and practically
nondestructable when placed in the ground,
and while we have shown the invention in
the form of a casket it is to be understood
that it may also be made in the form of a
burial vault without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is:

1. A glass casket consisting of a hollow 8

body having an offset with vertical and hori-
zontal faces of approximately equal dimen-
sions and extending around in the upper por-
tion of said body, said offset being of right-

angular configuration in cross section and ?

having a channel extending around in its
vertical face, parallel ribs extending around
upon the horizontal face of said offset, a lid
adapted to fit within the offset and having
a vertical margin paralleling the vertical
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face of said offset, sald margin having a
channel which registers with the first-men-
tioned channel when the 1id is in place in the
offset, and parallel grooves extending around
in the underside of said lid and adapted to
receive the ribs in the offset, said lid and
grooves being of such size as to leave an inter-
vening space of uniform and substantial
width between the lid and the faces of the

offset for the reception of suitable' sealing

material.

9. A glass casket consisting of a hollow
body open at its upper side, a 1id for closing
said upper side and provided with an open-
ing near one end, dovetail grooves in the
margins of said opening, a sheet of clear glass
covering said opening and arranged below
the dovetail grooves, and a cover slidably
mounted in the dovetail grooves and only
slightly larger than the opening in the Iid
to cover said opening when the lid is slid to
closed position.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures.

SAMUEL H. WILLIAMS.
JOSEPH HENRY WILLIAMS.



