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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21

Continuation of Box I.1

Claims Nos.: 20-39

Rule 39.1(iii) PCT - Scheme, rules and method for doing business

The claims relate to subject matter (business method) are not allowed
under Article 17.2(a)i and Rule 39.1(iii) PCT. Given that the claims are
formulated in term of such subject matter or merely specify commonplace
features relating to its technological implementation (a communication
network, computers used for keeping call records and a billing engine for
calculating charges based on the records), the search examiner could not
establish any technical problem which might potentially have required an
inventive step to overcome: however it appears that the non-technical
problem solved is how to make uneconomical to download copyrighted
material from the network without paying royalties. Hence it was not
possible to carry out a meaningful search into the state of the art
(guidelines Part B Chapter VIII, 1-6).

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 1-19

No meaningful search is possible for independent claims 1, 10 and 16 due
to their very broad scope (Article 17.2(a)ii PCT). The claims relate to a
monitoring process and apparatus composed by several subcomponents where
a monitoring device produces an unspecified output (generated after
receiving non better specified inputs). In fact, this broad and
speculative scope includes embodiments in many fields of network
monitoring devices, such as network traffic control, telephone networks,
VoIP, multimedia transmission, ATM networks. Hence, the search was
limited to the embodiments relating to examples as presented in the
description on page 8 lines 1-19.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
PreTiminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. [x]

2.

3.

Clalms Nos.: -
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

IZI Claims Nos.: 1-19

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

Clalms Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box ll

Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1.D

S.D

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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