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assignors to Selectograph Company, Chicago, 
Ill., a corporation of Illinois 
Application June 28, 1934, Serial No. 732,762 

3 Claims. 

This invention relates generally to receiving 
receptacles for sheet material but the receptacles 
to which this invention is applied are particular 
ly adapted for use in connection with printing 
machines, Such as duplicators or addressing ma 
chines, for Stacking the postcards, envelopes, 
folders, blotters and similar sheet material which 
is fed flatWise through the machine. 

In duplicators heretofore in use, the printed 
sheets have been ejected flatwise into a receiving 
container in which they were stacked one on top 
of the other. Such method of stacking is very 
objectionable because the newly inked surfaces 
Snudge the contacting surfaces of adjacent 
Sheets, due to the weight of the sheets which are 
Stacked flatwise. 
To obviate Such Smearing of the sheets, some 

of the duplicators heretofore in use have been 
provided with means for interleaving the stack 
with blank sheets, but this has materially in 
creased the cost of the machines and the cost of 
operation. 
The main objects of this invention are to pro 

Wide an improved receiving container for re 
ceiving the sheets which are ejected from print 
ing machines and the like; and to provide im 
proved means for stacking the sheets on edge in 
Said container to overcome the Smudging caused 
by flatWise Stacking of the sheets and to obviate 
the expense and trouble incident to interleaving. 
An illustrative embodiment of this invention 

is shown in the accompanying drawings, where 
m 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of an improved re 

ceptacle attached to the end of a duplicator. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective of the receptacle. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged transverse section, taken 

on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
A receptacle and Stacker embodying this inven 

tion may be used in connection with numerous 
types of printing mechanisms. In the drawings, 
for the purposes of illustration, we have disclosed 
part of a duplicator which is similar to the one 
described and claimed in our copending applica 
tion Serial No. 729,846, filed June 9, 1934. 
In the form shown, the duplicator comprises 

a frame f having a horizontal guideway 2 along 
which are fed postcards, folders, forms, or other 
sheets 3 which pass one at a time between a dupli 
cator drum 4 and a platen roller 5. The drum 4 
is journaled on the frame and is provided with 
the usual operating crank 6. The platen roller 
5 is located below the path of the sheets for press 
ing each sheet into contact with the usual stencil 
7 which is carried by the drum. 

(C. 271-86) 
Inasmuch as the specific structural details of 

the machine have no bearing upon the receiving 
container, We have shown and described only 
those portions of the duplicator which will be of 
assistance in describing the container to which 5 
this invention is applied. 
When the sheets are passing through the du 

plicator they are disposed horizontally and, after 
being ejected by the drum 4, they drop flatwise 
to the improved receiving container or tray 8. 0 
In the form shown, the improved sheet receiv 

ing container or tray is of a duplex type and com 
prises a central partition 9 of substantially in 
Verted V-shape having its lower portions bent 
OutWardly to form a pair of curved shelves f. 15 
The partition 9 straddles a channel bar to 
Which it is rigidly Secured by any suitable fas 
tening means. One end of the channel bar 
projects beyond one end of the partition 9 and 
has a pair of notches 2 for engaging a horizontal 20 
rod 3 which forms a part of the machine frame 
f. This connection between the tray and the 
machine permits the tray to be shifted laterally 
relative to the machine for distributing the sheets 
On both sides of the partition as hereinafter de- 25 
Scribed. The construction is such that, when the 
tray is attached to the machine, the ridge of the 
partition 9 is slightly inclined, with its highest 
end located adjacent the machine and slightly be 
low the plane of the sheet guideway. 
Straddling the ridge of the partition 9, is an 

end plate 4, which is adjustably secured to the 
partition by a set-screw 5 which permits the 
end plate to be adjusted longitudinally of the 
ridge and form a stop for sheets of various 35 
lengths. 
In Operation, the tray is placed so as to position 

the ridge of the partition 9 to one side of the 
longitudinal center line of the ejected sheet. 
When the sheet is ejected by the duplicator drum, 40 
the sheet falls flatWise so as to strike the ridge 
of the tray and it is thereby turned on edge so as 
to drop onto one of the curved shelves O. Due 
to the curvature of the shelves, the sheets become 
Stacked in fan shape, with the lower edges thereof 45 
Spaced from One another, thereby eliminating all 
pOSSibility of Snudging. 
When one of the shelves 9 has been filled, the 

tray is shifted laterally on the rod 3 to a position 
which will cause the ejected sheets to thereafter 50 
drop onto the other shelf. 
Although but One specific embodiment of this 

invention has been herein shown and described, 
it Will be understood that certain details of the 
construction shown may be varied without de- 55 
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parting from the spirit of the invention as defined 
by the following claims. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. In a device of the class described, the com 

binaticin With a guideway fron which sheets are 
Successively ejected in a substantially horizontal 
plane, of a duplex tray for receiving and auto 
matically stacking the sheets on edge and sub 
Stantially out of contact with each other except 
at their top edges, comprising an inverted 
V-shaped partition member the top edge or ridge 
of which extends forwardly from said guideway, 
and OutWardly and upWardly curved shelves re 
Spectively continuous With the lower edges of the 
limbs of said partition member onto which the 
sheets fall edge fore nost, the concave upper faces 
of Said shelves automatically spacing the lower 
edges of the sheets as the latter fall thereon, and 
neans for Supporting Said tray with capacity for 
adjustment laterally to bring the top edge or 
'idge of said paitition to One side or the other 
of the transverse center of Said guideway. 

2. In a device of the class described, the con 
bination with a guideWay from Which sheets are 
Successively ejected in a Substantially horizontal 
plane, of a duplex tray for receiving and auto 
matically stacking the sheets on edge and sub 
stantially out of contact with each other except 
at their top edges, comprising an inverted 
W-shaped rectangular partition member, the top 
edge or ridge of which extends forwardly from 
said guideway, outwardly and upwardly curved 
shelves respectively continuous with the lower 
edges of the limbs of Said partition member onto 
which the sheets fall edge foremost, the concave 
upper faces of Said shelves automatically spacing 
the lower edges of Said. Sheets as the latter fall 

2,036,409 
thereon, means for supporting said tray in a 
downwardly and forwardly inclined position with 
capacity for adjustment laterally to bring the top 
edge or ridge of said partition to one side or the 
other of the transverse center of said guideway, 
and a stop member for the sheets straddling the 
top edge of said partition. 

3. In a device of the class described, the com 
bination. With a printing machine frame having 
a guideway from which printed sheets are suc 
CeSSively ejected in a Substantially horizontal 
plane, and a tranSVerse horizontal rod underlying 
the forward end of said guideway, of a duplex tray 
for receiving and automatically stacking the sheets 
On edge and substantially out of contact with each 
other except at their top edges, comprising an in 
Verted V-shaped partition member the top edge 
or ridge of which extends forwardly from said 
guideway, outwardly and upwardly curved shelves 
respectively continuous with the lower edges of 
the limbs of said partition member onto which the 
sheets fall edge foremost, the concave upper faces 
of Said shelves automatically spacing the lower 
edges of the sheets as the latter fall thereon, 
means for Supporting Said tray in a downwardly 
and for Wardly inclined position with capacity of 
lateral adjustment to bring the top edge or ridge 
of Said partition to One side or the other of the 
transverse center of Said guideway comprising a 
bar extending between and attached to the limbs : 
of Said partition and having a notched rear end 
slidably engaged With said rod, and a stop member 
for the sheets straddling the top edge of said 
partition. 

PAULA. GOLLNICK. 
KURT EMDE. 
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