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This invention relates to improvements in pouring
spouts and is more particularly concerned with. the novel
construction and assembly of a pouring spout having a
self-closing cover therefor.

The combination pouring spout and cover preferably
is fabricated from plastic material suitably molded and
formed to be ‘associated integrally ope with the other
easily and quickly during production. More specifically,
the pouring spout is comprised of a one-piece structure
having a top wall formed with a pouring opening and a
depending - circumferential skirt, preferably internally
threaded or otherwise formed so as to be fitted securely
onto'the neck of a container. The pouring opening has
integral with it a pouring lip, and an integral handle
projects radially and downwardly from-the perimeter of
the spout.

The cap or cover .comprises a one-piece molded cir-
cular body adapted, when in a closed position, to overlie
the - pouring spout and close the pouring opening. ~ It in-
cludes a finger engaging portion radiating from one side
thereof and which is formed with a tongue that is readily
insertable into a slot provided in the handle for integrally
connecting the cover with the pouring spout.  The tongue
is so formed as to retain the cover normally tensioned: in
a closed position.

It is, therefore, an object of the invention to provide
a novel pouring spout-cover assembly.

Another object is to provide novel means to hingedly
attach a cover to a pouring spout.

Another object is to provide a hinge of novel con-
struction and assembly.

Another object is to provide a normally . tensioned
hinge structure.

Another - object is to provide a pouring spout-cover
assembly that is not expensive to manufacture, is easy to
assemble and highly efficient in use.

The structure, by means of which the above noted
and other advantages of the invention are attained, will
be described in the following specification, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, showing a
preferred illustrative embodiment of the invention, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the combination pour-
ing spout and cover;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged detail sectional view taken sub-
stantially along line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged - fragmentary sectional view of
the cover, as viewed along line 3—3 of FIG. 4; and,

FIG. 4 is a diametrical sectional view of the cover,
looking in the direction of the hinge element.

Referring to the exemplary disclosure of the combi-
nation ‘pouring spout and cover as disclosed in the ac-
companying drawings, the pouring spout 16 comprises a
circular body characterized by a top wall 11 having de-
pending therefrom an internally threaded circumferen-
tial skirt 12. A circumferential flange 13 is. provided on
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the top side of said top wall 11. The top wall 11 has-a

_pouring opening. 14 therein. A pouring lip 15 is formed

integral with the edge of said opening. :

The pouring spout body has integral with it and ex-
tending outwardly radially therefrom, a handle 16 which
is formed, closely adjacent to the body, with a well 17
including a bottom wall 18. The wall 18 is formed with
a slot 19 closely adjacent to the body flange 13.

A cover 21 is designed to overlie the pouring spout
when said cover is in a closed position.. As shown, this
cover comprises a circular top wall 22 having depending
therefrom a circumferential flange 23 that is substan-
tially coincidental to the body flange 13 and has a
straight chordal portion. A finger piece 24 extends radi-
ally from the flange 23 in the region of the straight
chordal flange portion and it is adapted to overlie the
well 17 when the cover is in place.

The cover is hingedly connected to the pouring spout
body by means of a tongue 25 that depends from the cover
assembly and is extended downwardly through slot 19.
As best shown in FIG. 3, the lower end of the tongue
has a reversedly facing shoulder 26 that engages beneath
the well wall 18 so as to prevent withdrawal- of the
tongue from the slot. Still referring to. FIG. 3, the
tongue 25 is integrally connected to the bottom free edge
of the cover flange 23 by a thin walled resilient connec-
tor web 27 having a normal contour such as to cause the
tongue 25 to lie at an angle to the plane of the cover.
When the tongue is straightened out and inserted in the
slot 19 it has a tendency to urge the cover into its closed
position. In order to carry the cover into an open posi-
tion, as shown in broken lines in FIG. 2, the finger piece
24 is depressed into the well 17, to thereby raise the
cover against the normal resiliency of the connector web
27. When released, the cover will spring back into its
closed position.

It should be apparent that the structure depicted can
be fabricated inexpensively and that its two parts can
be assembled easily and quickly and when ‘assembled: the
cover will be permanently secured in place and will texid
at all times to remain closed.

Although I have described a preferred embodiment of
my invention, in considerable detail, it will be under-
stood that the description thereof is. intended to. be illus-
trative, rather than restrictive, as many details- of the
structure may be modified or changed withont departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention. Accordingly,
I do not desire to be restricted to the exact construction
shown and described.

I claim as my invention:

1. The combination of: a circular body having an up-
standing circumferential flange, a pouring opening in said
body spaced from said upstanding flange, a pouring lip
extending upwardly from and on one side of said open-
ing, a handle on said body extending outwardly radi-
ally and downwardly, said handle being offset.down-
wardly adjacent to said body. to define a well therein, a
slot in said handle closely adjacent to said body, and a
cover for said body comprising a circular top wall, an
annular skirt integral with and depending from said top
wall and normally seated on the upper edge of said up-
standing flange, a finger piece integral with said top wall
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and extending outwardly radially to overlie the well, and
a tongue integrally connected resiliently to the cover in
the region of the juncture of the top wall with said finger
piece, said tongue being engaged in the slot to retain the
cover in place over the body.

2. A cover for-a pouring spout comprising a circular
top wall, an annular skirt integral with and depending
from said top wall and having a straight chordal portion,
a finger piece integral with the top wall and extendnig
outwardly radially therefrom in the region of said straight
wall portion and a tongue integral with the bottom free
edge of said straight wall chordal portion of the flange,
said tongue normally being inclined inwardly radially
“and downwardly. ’
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3. The cover recited in claim 2, in which the con-
nection between the tongue and flange straight wall por-
ticn is inherently flexible.
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