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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MAURICE ALEXANDER HOFFMAN, OF PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, MANITOBA, CANADA. 

960,549. 

To all whom it may concern: 
IBe it known that I, MAURICE ALEXANDER 

HoFFMAN, of the city of Portage la Prairie, 
in the Province of Manitoba, Canada, have 

5 invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Skirt and Trousers Hangers, of 
which the following is the specification. 
The invention relates to hangers and the 

object of the invention is to provide a simple 
10 device by which skirts or trousers can be 

suspended and shown to advantage, such 
device being designed so that there is little 
difficulty experienced in securing the article 
in or releasing it from its suspended posi 

J.5 tion. It consists essentially in a sliding block, 
and arm hingedly connected to the block and 
slidable therewith, and means carried by the 
arm adapted to receive and suspend troll 

20 sers, skirts, or other such articles of cloth ing, the parts being arranged and con 
structed as hereinafter more particularly 
described. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a portion 
25 of a frame or cabinet showing two of my 

hangers secured thereto, the one being in 
what might be termed the closed position 
and the other in the open or displaying po 
sition. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detailed side 

30 elevation of the hanger detached from the 
cabinet. Fig. 3 is a plan view as in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical cross sectional view taken 
in the plane X X", Fig. 2. 
In the drawings like characters of refer 

35 E. indicate corresponding parts in each 
0. g represents a cabinet or support of any 

suitable form to which the hangers are se 
cured. 
Where a merchant is employing my device 

to show his clothing it is desirable to have a 
convenient cabinet in which are located 
hangers side by side, the arrangement being 
as shown in Fig. 1. w Each hanger is constructed as now de 
scribed. 2 and 3 represent parallel channel iron 
bars firmly secured to the horizontal portion 
of the cabinet being spaced apart by a lon 
gitudinally extending board 4. 

5 is a T-shaped block slidably received 
between the channels 2 and 3 and located 
immediately beneath the board 4. 6 is a pin passing downwardly through the board 
4 at its forward end and adapted to enter a 
longitudinally extending channel or groove 
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6 provided in the upper face of the block 5. 
The channel terminates toward the rear end 
of the block and the pin consequently forms 

t to prevent the block from passing 60 
from between the channel iron bars. 7 is a T 
shaped arm also slidable between the chan 
nel iron bars and immediately beneath the 
board 4 said arm being hingedly secured 
to the sliding block at 8, so that immediately 65 
it passes from between the channel iron bars 
it is free to swing sidewise. 7' is a longitudinally extending groove 
appearing in the upper face of the arm 7 and 
located so that it is continuous with the 70 
groove 6' in the block when the block and 
arm are slid between the channel iron bars. 
The arm is provided with an end plate 9 
which carries a pin 10 by which the arm can 
be manipulated. It is considered that a card 75 
or such like can be placed on the end plate 
giving the size, price, or any other such de 
sirable information in connection with the goods carried by the hanger. The plate ex 
tends above the level of the T-arm and en- 80 
gages with the ends of the channel iron bars 
when the hanger is in the closed position. 

11 is a bifurcated or forked bracket firmly 
secured to the rear end of the T-shaped arm, 
said bracket having the prongs, or forked 85 
portions 12 thereof inclined slightly to the 
vertical. 

13 is a rod firmly secured to the bracket 11 
passing forwardly in the horizontal 

plane to the forward end of the T-shaped 90 
arm where the extremity is turned at right 
angles at 14 and firmly secured to the arm. 

15 is a bifurcated member movable on the 
rod 13 and having the forked portion 16 
thereof extending downwardly and inclined 95 
to the vertical in such a manner that the 
forks 12 and those 15 converge upwardly. 
In order to understand the device I will 

now describe its operation: To suspend the 
trousers the lower ends of the legs are 
initially passed over the prongs 12 of the 
bracket 11 and the member 15 is then 
brought to a position where its prongs can 
be passed also into the ends of the trousers 
legs. When this is done the member 15 is 105 
slid along the rod forwardly till the trousers 
are pulled taut and then the member is re 
leased, when it immediately jams on the rod, 
the trousers being accordingly suspended as 
shown in dotted outline in Fig. 1. Skirts are 
suspended by folding them once at the band 
and passing the loop thus formed in the band 
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into the folds of the skirt and tightening over the prongs 12 E.inserting the forks 16 
them, as is done with trousers. Assuming 
that a merchant has a number of trousers or 
skirts of different sizes, quality, and price, 
it is an easy matter to show the stock to a 
prospectiye buyer. When the size and price 
is ascertained a hanger can be pulled out and 
swung sidewise as is shown in Fig. 1, in this 
way presenting the goods to the customer to 
advantage. If not satisfactory the hanger 
can be readily returned to its original posi 
tion and a second or third one pulled out 
and displayed by swinging sidewise. In 
order to make it easier to return the hangers 
to the original position once they have been 
turned sidewise I have recessed one of the 
members 17 of the hinge and placed in it a 
spring pressed detent 18. The adjoining 
edge of the sliding block is provided with a notch 19 into which the detentis designed to 
pass when the T-shaped arm and sliding 
block are in alinement. It is of course to be 
understood that the detent will be pressed 
backwardly into the recess as soon as suf 
ficient pressure is brought on the extending 
end of the arm. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. In a trousers hanger, in combination, a 

suitably supported slidable block, an arm 
hingedly secured to the block and slidable 
therewith a stop pin adapted to limit the 
motion of the block in one direction, and 
means carried by the arm and adapted to re 
ceive and suspend the legs of trousers, as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a trousers hanger, in combination, a suitably supported slidable block having a 
limited longitudinal groove in its upper face, 
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an arm hingedly secured to the block and 
slidable therewith, a pin adapted to pass 
within the groove, and adjustable means car 
ried by the arm and adapted to receive and 
suspend the legs of trousers, as and for the 
purpose specified. . . . . . 

3. In a trousers hanger, in combination, a set of opposing parallel suitably supported 
channel iron bars, a block slidably received 
between the aforesaid bars, an arm slidable 50 between the bars and hingedly secured to the 
block whereby it is free to swing in the hori 
zontal direction when withdrawn from the 
bars, means for preventing the withdrawal 
of the block from between the bars, and ad 
justable means carried by the arm adapted 
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to receive and suspend the legs of trousers, as and for the purpose f 
4. In a trousers hanger, in combination, an opposing and parallel set of suitably sup 

ported interconnected channel iron bars, a T 
shaped blockslidable between the bars and having a limited longitudinal groove in its 
upper face, a T-shaped arm slidable between 
the channel bars and hingedly secured to the 
block, said arm having a longitudinally ex 
tending groove in the upperface thereof, a 
stop pin, adapted to enter the grooves and 
adjustable means carried by the arm and 
adapted to receive and suspend the legs of 
trousers, as and for the purpose specified. 

5. In a trousers hanger the combination 
with a suitably supported slidable block and 
an arm hingedly secured to the block and 
slidable therewith, of a permanent bifur 
cated bracket secured rearwardly to the arm, 
a rod secured to the bracket and extending 
forwardly beneath the arm and parallel 
therewith the extremity of the rod being se 
cured to the arms, and a forked member lon 
gitudinally movable on the rod, as and for 
the purpose specified. w 

6. In a trousers hanger the combination 
with a suitably supported slidable block and 
an arm hingedly secured to the block and 
slidable therewith, of a permanent bifur 
cated bracket secured to the arm rearwardly 
and having the prongs thereof extending 
downwardly and inclined to the vertical 
plane, a rod secured to the bracket and ex 
tending forwardly beneath the arm and par 
allel therewith, the free extremity of the rod 
being fastened to the arm forwardly, and a 
forked member longitudinally slidable on 
the rod and having the forks thereof inclined 
to the vertical in such a manner that the 
forks and the prongs converge upwardly, as 
and for the purpose specified. 

7. In a trousers hanger, the combination 
with a slidable block having an arm hingedly 
secured thereto, the upper member of the 
hinge being recessed and the adjoining edge 
of the block being provided with a notch, of 
a spring pressed detent located within the re 
cess, as and for the purpose specified. 
Signed at Portage la Prairie, in the Prov 

ince of Manitoba, this 7th day of June 1909. 
MAURICE ALEXANDER HOFFMAN. 

In the presence of - 
B.M. FISHER, 
J. A. S.HEARER. 
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