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Rome C. Seyforth, Shelby, Ohio, assigtaor to The Shelby 
Products Co., Shelby, Ohio, a corporatioE of 

Ohio 

Application May 3, 1955, Seria No. 505,605 
Claim. (C. 211-95) 

The present improvements, relating as indicated to dis 
play racks, have more particular regard to a multi-sided 
rack adapted to be rotatably supported so that articles of 
merchandise attached to the respective sides thereof may 
be readily inspected by a prospective purchaser. 
One principal object is to provide a rack of the type 

in question which will be simple and inexpensive to 
construct and which will require a minimum of specially 
designed parts. A further object is so to construct the 
rack that it may be readily assembled by the prospective 
user and so may be shipped in disassembled form. A 
further object is to provide a rack that may be readily 
mounted on an independent stand, Supported on a 
counter, or attached to a side wall or hung from a ceiling. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related 

ends, said invention, then, consists of the means herein 
after fully described and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 
The annexed drawings and the following description 

set forth in detail certain structure embodying the inven 
tion, such disclosed means constituing, however, but one 
of various structural forms in which the principle of the 
invention may be used. 

In said annexed drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of my improved dis 

play rack in portable form, i. e. mounted on an inde 
pendent base so that it may be placed either on a counter, 
fioor, or other similar support, as desired, the upper and 
lower corners of said rack being broken away to show 
in section the manner in which certain component parts 
are assembled; 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the rack taken on the 
plane indicated by the line 2-2, Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is similarly a section thereof taken on the plane 
indicated by the line 3-3, Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a broken perspective view showing the con 
struction and manner of attachment to the sides of the 
rack of the hangers wherefrom the articles to be dis 
played are suspended; 

Fig. 5 is a broken sectional view of the structure thus 
illustrated in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of the rack similar 
to that of Fig. 1 but showing the rack as supported from 
a side wall or other vertical surface; and 

Fig. 7 similarly shows such rack as suspended from 
a ceiling or other horizontal surface. 

Referring to the several views of my improved rack 
shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, said rack will be seen to con 
prise essentially two vertically spaced plates i and 2, 
such plates being square with their corners aligned. Such 
plates will desirably be made of wood or equivalent 
light weight material capable of being readily entered 
by nails or screws, as will be presently described. At 
tached at their respective ends to such aligned corners 
of plates and 2 are strips 3, preferably made of metal, 
which are of the cross-sectional form shown in Fig. 2. 
From reference to this figure it will be seen that the inner 
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portion of each such strip comprises two rectangularly 
related webs. 3a, to which there is joined by a rib 3b an 
outer portion comprising webs 3c that are disposed in 
parallel relation to said webs 3a. The spaces between 
the two opposed pairs of webs accordingly form grooves 
3d, the spacing of the webs being such as adapt such 
grooves to receive and conceal the lateral edges of mem 
bers 4 that form the sides of the rack, 

Such sides 4 are of plate-like form and may be made 
of any suitable material, but preferably will consist of 
sheets known commercially as pegboard, which is ordi 
narily made of compressed fibrous or semi-plastic mate 
ria and is characterized by having a series of holes 5 
inched therein in equi-distant relation to each other, 

as best shown in Fig. 4. 
The overal dimensions of the upper or top plate 

will be slightly greater than those of the lower or bottom 
plate 2, and the lower edge of said top plate will be 
rabbetted to form a recess 6 along each side thereof, the 
depth of which inwardly is a little greater than the thick 
iness of the pegboard sides 4. Desirably such depth will 
be sufficient so that not only will the upper edges of said 
bcards be thus concealed, but also the upper ends of 
the strips 3, so as to present a nicely finished appearance 
when the parts in question are assembled together. In 
crder to add to such appearance the upper edges of the 
piate i may be curved or molded, as shown in Figs. 1, 6 
and 7. The lower edges of the strips 3 in side walls, 4 
overlap the corresponding corners and edges of the lower 
plate 2 so that the latter is entirely concealed thereby. 

En assembling the parts thus far described, the strips. 
3 are initially attached to the corresponding aligned 
corners of the top and bottom plates 1 and 2 by means 
of nails or screws 7 that pass through the webs 3a into 
the adjacent edge of the plate. In this connection it will 
be noted that the webs in question are wider than the 
cuter webs, 3c of the strip, also that they are relatively 
thin and of tapering form. So as to fit Smoothly against 
the edge of a side members 4 when inserted in the 
groove between such web and the opposed outer web 3c 
of the strip. 
As a result of the attachment of the ribs to the top and 

bottom plates in the manner just described, an open 
frame is in effect provided and the side members may 
thereupon be inserted in place by simply sliding thena 
from the bottom of the structure into the oppositely 
directed grooves provided by corresponding corner strips. 
When in place, such side walls may then be secured by 
means of screws or nails 8 along the upper and lower 
edges to the opposed edges of the upper and lower plates 
S. and 2. The rack thus takes the form of a rigid box 
of generally rectangular form, although it will be un 
derstood that, if desired, the top and bottom plates may 
be triangular or have more than four sides, and so may 
be described generally as of polygonal form. 

For the purpose of rotatably supporting the rack, a 
rod or pipe 0 is provided, such rod extending through 
central openings is and 2 in the top and bottom plates 
S. and 2 (see Fig. 1). As shown in said figure, the lower 
end of the rod is firmly secured to a stand 83, which is 
in turn adapted to be secured by Screws or other fasten 
ing means to an independent base 4 of adequate size 
to carry the rack when fully loaded. Alternatively, said 
stand may be secured directly to a counter or any other 
fixed horizontal surface. In order to facilitate rotation 
of the rack on the stand thus provided, a ball-bearing 
S5 will be desirably interposed between it and the lower 
plate 2. - 

While any suitable means may be employed for at 
taching articles of merchandise to the side members. 4, 
where as described the after are made of so-called 
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pegboard, the holes 5 therein are adapted to receive 
hooks 6 of the form illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, such 
hooks being made of loop of wire, the free ends of 
which are angled so as to enable them to be inserted, 
when in the dotted position shown in Fig. 5, in any two 
adjacent holes 5 in the board, and then to drop into full 
line position where they will remain securely locked 
in place. The articles of merchandise to be displayed 
on the rack will ordinarily be attached to cards or placed 
in envelope-like containers, and the latter will then simply 
be hung on such hooks. In order to accommodate 
articles or containers therefor of different size, the hooks 
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may be disposed transversely or vertically as required. 
In case it is desired to support the rack from a wall 

or similar vertical surface, the stand 13 may be replaced 
by a bracket 18, and to insure stability a second bracket 
37 is connected to the upper end of the pipe 0, as 
shown in Fig. 6. in this form, the bracket 8, or rather 
an elbow ióa on its outer end, replaces the stand 53, 
the construction being otherwise unchanged. 

Alternatively, if it is desired to support the rack from 
the ceiling, the pipe 0 is provided with an extension 
10a of suitable length beyond the upper plate , and 
such end secured to the ceiling by suitable fitting i9, as 
shown in Fig. 7. A cap 20, that is threaded onto the 
lower end of the pipe, and a ball-bearing 15 and washer 
interposed between such cap and plate 2, serve to rotat 
ably support the rack just as in the first-described form 
(see Fig. 3). 

Despite its simple construction and ease of assembly, 
the hereinbefore described rack not only presents an at 
tractive appearance, but is also sufficiently sturdy to 
carry a considerable load of merchandise. At the same 
time it may be readily rotated on the ball-bearing pro 
vided for this purpose so that articles on any side there 
of may be readily inspected by a would-be purchaser. 

Other modes of applying the principle of my inven 
tion may be employed instead of the one explained, 
change being made as regards the structure herein dis 
closed, provided the means stated by the following claim 
or the equivalent of such stated means be employed. 
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4. 
I therefore particularly point out and distinctly claim 

as my invention: 
A display rack comprising vertically spaced polygonal 

plates with aligned corners, vertical strips extending 
between said piates at the corner regions thereof, each 
of said strips comprising interconnected inner and outer 
angular webs in spaced relation forming longitudinal 
grooves laterally displaced at an angle corresponding 
to that of the corner regions of the plates between which 
it extends, the inner webs of said strips being wider than 
the outer webs thereof, side members designed to receive 
and support articles of merchandise, said members being 
fitted between adjacent pairs of said strips with the lateral 
edges of the same received and concealed in the strip 
grooves, those portions of the strip grooves thus receiv 
ing the lateral edges of the side members being of a 
width at least equal to the thickness of such side mem 
bers, the uppermost plate being recessed to receive the 
upper edges of said side members, a shaft on which the 
assembly is mounted for rotation extending centrally 
through the vertical-spaced plates, and a bearing asso 
ciated with said shaft on which the lower of said plates 
restS. 
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