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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, Hexry O. LiTTLE, of
Bridgewater, in the county of Plymouth and
State of Massachusetts, have invenfed cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Froit-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to a novel packing
receptacle for fruit or other produce, and has
for its object to provide a receptacle of the
class in which the handle shall be adjustable
for the twofold purpose of making the box
compact forstorage andshipment and of loek-
ing the cover in its closed position.

Theinvention consigts in theimprovements
which I shall now proceed to describe and
claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a fruit-box embodying my
invention. TFig. 2 is a similar view showing

the box closed. Fig. 3 is a transverse section
on the line 3 8 of Fig. 2, on a somewhat larger

scale.

The same letters and numerals of reference
indicate the same parts in all the figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
wooden box or basket provided with a mov-
able cover «, a bottom ¢, and a vertically-
sliding handle b. The cover is here shown as
fitted to slide in grooves or guides formed in
the body of the box. The bottom may also be
similarly adapted to slide, if desired.

The handle b is preferably composed of a
length of wire which is bent to form two side
arms 2 2, a cross-bar 3, and inwardly-project-
ing ears 4 4. The arms 2 are adapted to slide
on the sides of the box and are here shown as
guided by two staples d d, driven into the box
at opposite points near the upper edges of
the sides. The ears 4 project into vertical
grooves or slots A’ formed in the sides of the
box below the staples d. The ears 4 abut
against the upper ends of the slots A’ when
the handle is in its raised or drawn position
and enable the box to be supported by means
of the handle, the ears and the slot ends con-
stituting complemental stop members.

The cover o has a transverse groove o' on
itsupper surface, adapted to receive the cross-
bar portion of the handle b when the cover is

closed and the said handle depressed, the said
groove being preferably of sufficient depth
and width to receive the entire thickness of
the cross-bar, so that it may present no ob-
struetion above thesurface of thecover. The
cross-bar serves to lock the cover or prevent
it from sliding in its guides. Thus when the
box is elosed and its handle depressed it is
in compact form, there being no protruding
handle. :

Ventilation may be provided by perforating
or forming openings in the box wherever de-
sired. '

In case it is desired to use a flat metal han-
dle instead of a round wire one the construe-
tion would be altered to the extent of provid-
ing slightly-different guides for the handle,
such as studs riveted in the sides of the box
and projecting into slots formed in each of
the side arms 2. I reserve the right to a
proper degree of variation in details of con-
struction affecting any of the parts in my im-
proved fruit-receptacle.

The handle may be made of wood, if desired,
instead of metal. In either case the piece of
which the handle is made may be either
round or rectangular in cross-section.

I claim—

1. A fruit box or basket comprising a body
portion, a handle adjustable on sald body
portion and adapted to be raised to an oper-
ative position and to be depressed, and a mov-
able cover having a groove or recess arranged
to engage the depressed handle.

2. A fruit box or basket comprising a body,
a handle having armsengaged with said body
and adapted to slide thereon, and a cross-bar
extending across the body, the said arms and
body being provided with complemental stop
members which limit the sliding movements
of the handle, and a movable cover provided
with a groove adapted to receive the cross-
bar of the handle.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 9th day. of
February, A. D. 1897.

HENRY O. LITTLE.

Witnesses: :

R. M. PIERSON, -
P. W. PEZZETTI,
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