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PATENT OFFICE. 
OLE. H. THORFINNSSON, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 

CHIROPRACTIC TABLE. 

Application filed April 4, 1922. Serial No. 549,405. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OLE. H. THORFINNs 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Baltimore city, in the State of Maryland, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Chiropractic Tables, of which 
the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to chiropractic 
tables, and more specifically to a chiropractic 
adjusting portable office table, that is, to an 
operating table which is especially designed 
to fulfill the needs or requirements of a 
chiropractor with respect to a table on 
which the patient lies while receiving his 
chiropractic treatment. 
One object of this invention is to provide 

a table of this character which is foldable 
into a comparatively Small, compact and 
convenient shape, so as to form a package 
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which can be conveniently carried, with 
comparative ease, by the chiropractor or the 
attendant, in a buggy, automobile, streetcar, 
railway train, or any ordinary road-vehicle; 
also carried by a strap or handle in the same 
manner in which a valise or suitcase is car 
ried; so that the chiropractor may be proper 
ly equipped when visiting patients at their 
homes or elsewhere. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

this character which is foldable and exten 
sible without the necessity of connecting or 
disconnecting any of its parts, and without 
the use of any tool or implement; and with 
out the necessity of having printed or Writ 
ten instructions for its folding and unfold 
ing or extending. - 
Another object is to provide an operating 

table of this character with an elastically or 
resiliently mounted middle section or sec 
tions, for supporting the waist-line portion 
of a patient's body while being operated 
upon. - 

A further object of this invention is to 
provide a device of this character having a 
vertically adjustable head portion provided 
with an elongated or elliptical opening into 
which the patient's mouth and nose may ex 
tend, for providing a comparatively com 
fortable rest for the face, also permitting 
the free passage of air for the patient to 
breathe. 
Another object is to provide a table of this 

character which is sufficiently wide at its 
foot-portion to prevent it from being easily 
overturned, and which is sufficiently narrow 
from the middle portion to the extreme end 

tirely folded. 

of the head portion to permit the arms of the patient to depend past the longitudinal 
sides of the table without contact or discom 
fort to the shoulders or upper portions of 
the arms of the patient. 
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A further object is to provide a table of 
this character with an intermediate support which includes legs that are automatically 
brought and retained in the vertical position 
by the unfolding and setting up of the table. 
A further object is to provide a table of 

this character which, when set up, is so rigid that the operations of the chiropractor are 
not interfered with by any lateral or longi 
tudinal play or movement of the table or any 
of its parts. 
Other objects and advantages will be 

pointed out or implied in the following de 
tails of description, in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my improved 
chiropractic table in position for use, its 
foot-supporting leaf or plate being extended. 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional 
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view, the foot-support being telescoped un 
der the foot portion of the table-top. 

Fig. 3 is an edge view showing the table 
partly folded, or in the half folded position. 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the device en 85 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view along the line 
5-5 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a top plan view. 
Figs. 7, 8 and 9 are enlarged details show 

ing, respectively, a side elevation, a front 
edge view and a bottom-plan view of one of 
the two connecting plates to which the head 
and foot sections of the table are pivotally 
connected. 

Referring to these drawings in detail, in 
which similar reference characters corre 
spond with similar parts throughout the 
several views, the invention consists in the 
construction, arrangement and correlation or 
combination of parts which will now be 
fully described in the following: 
The head portion of the table comprises 

a rigid frame 10, a vertically adjustable leaf 
or head-rest 11, a vertically adjustable body 
rest or supporting element 12, folding legs 
13 which are rigidly united by a cross bar 
14, and a pair of jointed brace-bars 15 which 
are pivoted to the legs at 16 and to the frame 
10 at 17. The head-rest 11 and a body rest 
12 are hinged to the rigid frame 10, as clear 
ly shown in Fig. 6, and an opening 18, which 
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is preferably elongated and elliptical, as 
shown, is provided in the head rest 11 so that 
when the patient lies face-downward on the 
table, the nose and mouth of the patient ex 
tend into the opening 18, while the cheeks 
of the patient rest on the margin of this 
opening, or on suitable padding or uphol 
stering (not shown) which may be provided 

parts of the table-top. A 
stud or bolt 19 extends inward from the 
cross brace 14 and engages interchangeably 
with a series of openings 20 in a plate or bar 
21 which is hinged to the head support 11. 
By moving the bar 21 so that the holes 20 
engage interchangeably with the stud 19, the 
head rest 11 is moved and secured in differ 
ent vertical positions for raising and lower 
ing the head of the patient. 
The foot portion of the table comprises a 

rigid frame 22 which includes a top plate 
23, a cross brace 24 and a combined bracing 
and supporting plate 25. A leaf 26 is slid 
able forward and rearward in a space under 
the top plate 23 and over cross braces 24 and 
25. The extreme front or foot portion of 
the frame 22 has a pair of legs 26 hinged 
thereto, and a pair of jointed braces 2 are 
pivoted at 28 to the legs 26, and at 29 to the 
frame 22. A second elastically Sup 
orted member 12 is hinged to the frame 
2 and connected with the previously men 

tioned member 12 by means of an elastic 
link 30, the ends of this link being connected 
to depending lower portions 31 of the mem 
bers 12 in such manner that the upper or 
approximately horizontal portions of these 
members 12 are upwardly inclined towards 
One another when the elastic link 30 is per 
mitted to hold them in this upwardly in 
clined position. However, means, (which 
will presently be described) are provided for 
hoiding the members 12 in the horizontal or 
depressed position when it is so desired. 
The connecting plate 32 is preferably of 

the shape shown in Figs. 7, 8 and 9, being 
formed of a single blank of sheet metal or 
other rigid material. This plate comprises 
three vertical main surfaces 33, 34 and 35, the latter being disposed at right angles to 
the surfaces 33 and 34 and uniting them in 
such relation that they lie in different ver 
tical planes, thus being properly adapted to 
connect with the comparatively narrowly 
Spaced beams 10A of the head section and 
22 of the foot section. This feature pro 
vides for connecting the middle pair of legs 
36 with the relatively narrow head section 
and relatively wide foot section of the table. 
The part 33 of plate 32 has its upper edge 
turned outward and downward to form a re 
taining flange 37 which extends over the left 
rail or beam 22% of the foot section. 
part 34 of the member 32 has its upper end 
turned inward and downward to extend over 
the left rail or beam 10% of the head section. 
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it should be understood that a similar or 
complementary plate 22 is provided for the 
right side of the device, as shown in Fig. 5, 
and that the flanges 3 of both plates 32 ex 
tend outward and downward, while the 
flanges 38 of both plates 32 extend inward 
and downward; also that the rails or beams 
10 engage with the inner surface of these 
plates, while the railis 22^ engage with the 
Outer surfaces. Because of the rails 10A 
and 22 having their upper edges snugly em 
braced by the channels formed by the flanges 
37 and 38, the front and rear rails are held. 
in rigid relation to one another, when the 
device is in the operative position, thereby 
making the entire device very rigid and 
stable. 
The legs 36 are united by a cross bar or 

plate 36, and a metal strap 36 embraces 
the lower edge of this cross bar and extends 
up On opposite sides of the latter, being se 
cured thereto by means of a bolt or rivet 360. 
Studs 36 extend forward and rearward 
from the strap 36, being rigidly secured 
thereto by any appropriate means. Adjust 
ing links or bai's 39 are hinged to the respec 
tive elastically mounted members 12 and 
provided with openings 40 through which 
the studs 36P may be inserted. By this 
means the members 12A, or either one of them 9 y 

may be held down in the horizontal position 
and rigidly secured against the tendency of 
the elastic link 30 to raise them into the in 
ciined position. Although the link 30 is 
here shown as consisting of two retractile 
Springs connected by chain links, it is not 
intended to limit the elastic means for sup 
porting the members 12 of this particular 
form of elastic means. Moreover, it is not 
intended to limit any part of this invention 
to the exact construction and arrangement 
here shown and described, but changes may 
be made. Within the scope of the inventive 
ideas as implied and claimed. 
What claim as my invention is: 
1. The table whose top includes two rigid portions and two elastically supported por 

tions, the latter being hinged to the said 
rigid portions, respectively, and elastic 
means extending from one to the other of 
these elastically supported portions and en 
gaging with them in such manner that each 
exerts an upward pressure which is equal 
to that of the other. 

2. The table having a joint at which it is 
foldable, and having a top which includes 
two rigidly supported plates and two elas 
tically supported plates, the latter being 
hinged to the rigidly supported plates and 
having their free edges substantially over 
the said joint, and elastic means connecting 

The with the said elastically supported plates in 
such manner that it normally presses these 
plates upwards. 

3. The folding table which includes legs 
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at its ends and intermediate part, the inter 
mediate legs being provided with plates to 
which the foldable sections of the table are 
pivoted respectively, each of these plates be 
ing formed with flanges which engage with 
the foldable sections when they are unfolded 
and hold the intermediate legs and foldable 
Sections rigid with relation to one another. 

4. The foldable table which includes legs 
at its ends and intermediate part, the inter 
mediate legs being rigidly united with one 
another and provided with plates which are 
formed with down-turned flanges, rails piv 
oted to the said plates and supported there 

5 by in connection with said end-legs, the 
flanges of these plates being engageable with 
the tops of said rails when the table is un 
folded, substantially as shown, for the pur 
pose specified. 

5. The foldable operating table which in 
cludes a top comprising a narrow head por 
tion and a relatively wide foot portion, said 
head portion including narrowly. Spaced 
rails, said foot portion comprising Widely 
spaced rails, legs foldably connected to the 
head end of the head portion, legs foldably 
connected to the foot end of the foot portion 
and being more widely spaced than the legs 
of the said head end, intermediate legs 
rigidly united with one another and pro 

top, and means permanently united with the vided with plates rigidly united with their 
respective upper ends, each of these plates 
having an angular or offset intermediate 
portion which provides a channel in which 
its leg is fitted, this also providing narrowly 
spaced and widely spaced parts of the plates, 
the rails of the head section being pivoted 
to the narrowly spaced parts of the plates, 
said rails of the foot section being pivoted to 
the widely spaced parts of these plates. 

6. The adjustable, foldable and portable 

operating table which is jointed at its middle. 
portion and includes legs which are foldably 
connected to its head and foot portions; this 
table also including a top which comprises 
rigidly supported sections of the respective 
head and foot portions, a vertically adjusta 
ble head rest, an adjustable foot rest, and an 
adjustable body rest between the head rest 
and foot rest, means being provided to hold 
the head rest and body rest in different 
vertical adjustments. 

7. The structure defined by claim 6, and 
means to elastically support said adjustable 
body rest. 

8. The folding table which includes a top 
comprising a head portion and a foot por 
tion, legs pivoted to the head portion and 
foldable on the latter, legs pivoted to the 
foot portion and foldable on the latter, and 
an intermediate pair of legs each provided 
with a plate which it supports at its upper 
end, each of these plates being provided with 
pivot-bearings at opposite sides of the leg, 
said head portion and foot portion being 
pivoted to these pivot bearings so that these 
portions and the first and second mentioned 
legs are foldable in parallel relation to the 
intermediate pair of legs substantially as 
shown. 

9. The foldable table which includes a 

top for supporting the latter, said top in 
cluding two hinged and elastically sup 
ported plates which have their free edges ad 
jacent to one another, the said means includ 
ing a leg substantially under said free edges, 
said top including two portionshinged to the 
said leg in such relation that they can be 
folded substantially parallel with said leg. 
In testimony whereof affix my signature. 

OLE. H. THORFINNSSON. 
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