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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriaAm H. JOHNSON,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Delhi, in the county of Delaware and State of
N ewYork haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in-‘Hame-Fasteners; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appeltams to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to hame fasteners
and consists in a seroll shaped or other simi-

tached to one hame and having a long slot, a
retaining shoulder, and an entrance passage,
in comblnatlon with a hooking portion at-
tached to the other hame; said hooking por-
tion connecting with the lever acting linking
portion by means of an 1nte1medlate hook

-which engages adjusting apertures in said
hooking p01t10n, and means for preventing

the parts separating by a sidewise movement.
This combination serves as a means whereby
to readily connect the hames to a collar and

disconnect them from the same and also se-

curely hold them upon the collar when in
use.

It also consists in a scroll shaped or other
similarly shaped lever acting linking portion
attached to one hame and having a long slot,
a retaining shoulder, and entrance passage
and a pivoted securing catch or stop, in com-
bination with a hooking portion connected
with theé lever aecting linking portion by

means of an intermediate hook which engages.

adjusting apertures in said hooking portlon
and thus allows of the fastener bemO‘ ap-
plied to any size hames or harness; and it
also consists of a lever portion attached to
one hame and having an elongated slot or
passage which terminates in a curved loop
having a retaining shoulder for the hook, a
hooking member attached to the other hame
and provided with a bridge bar having ad-
justing eyes and formed with an elongated
passage beneath the bridge bar, and a hook

attached tosaid lever portion and adapted to |

engage any one of the eyes on the locking
portion, and means for preventing the parts 5o
from seperating by a sidewise mmovement.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1.-
is a front elevation of the devices embodying
my invention showing the fastener unlocked.

‘Fig. 2. represents the same.in a locked posi- 55

tion. Fig. 3. represents a detail side eleva-
tion showing the respective ends of the ring
or hook, the hooking portion and the secur-
ing catch or stop before the same is locked.
Fig. 4. represents the same but in a locked 6o
position. Fig. 5. represents a vertical section
through the side fastening cateh or stop
when in an unlocked position; and Fig. 6.
represents the same with the securing catch
or stop tarned down into locking position.

A in the drawings represents the scroll
lever portion attached to one hame A’, and
B the hooking portion connected to the other
hame B’. The poriion Aispreferably formed
with a scroll shaped loop a, a stationary loop 70

65

‘shoulder b, and two long branches ¢, d, of

different lengths, the branch d being pro-
vided with an arm f’ extending therefrom to
within a short distance of the end of the
branch ¢ and thus forming an entrance g. 75
Thus constructed the portion A has a long
scroll slot 2 between itsloop ¢ and branches d,
¢, and arm f’, access to which for'the ringor
hook m is afforded through the passage g.
When the hame loop m’ is introduced into 8o
this slot it passes from the entranee g to the

"loop o and thestrain of the hame thus comes

upon the said loop as illustrated. The por-
tion A is provided, at the opposite end from
the loop a, with a pivoted cateh or stop for 83
gecuring the portion A firmly to the portion
B when the two are placed together to lock
the hames in position. This side ecatch or
stop consisting preferably of a pivoted hook

‘f®having an operatmchandlef“ which strikes go

against a stop f*on said portion A and thus
11m1tq the movements of the catch in that di-
rection. An extension £ is formed upon the
portion A for the portion B to rest upon when
locked to said . portxon A by the aforesaid 95
cateh or stop.
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The portion B is preferably somewhat simi-
lar to portion A but the branch ¢, arm f’, se-
curing cateh or stop, &c., are omitted and in
their stead and occupying the positions of
the arm f’ and the branch ¢, is a bridging
bar k forming a continuationof thebranch &’
and provided with apertures or eyes %’ into
which the hame ring or hook is adapted to be
passed when the hames are to be secured to-
gether. By meansof these eyesk’ the hames
can be adjusted to any size collar by simply
moving the hook m from one eye to another
as thecircumstances require. By providing
an elongated passage between the perforated
bar & and the branch d’, thecatch is adapted
to be passed through the passage and secured
on the branch at any point required, accord-
ing to what adjusting hole the connecting
hook is in.

It will be observed that there are no cold
shuts necessary to attach my fastener to the
hames but just as soon as they arebooked in
position they are ready to be locked.

The operation of attaching the fastener is
as follows: The parts are first placed in the
position shown in Fig. 1. Then the hook m
is placed in one of the eyes %’ and the lever
portion A drawn around info the position
shown in Fig. 2. which will pull the parts A
and B firmly together and thus lock the
hames securely on the ecollar. The lower
loop of the portion B is then slipped in be-
tween the extension f% and the pivoted hook
/% said hook being first raised into a hori-
zontal position. The hook is then turnedinto
a vertical position as shown in Fig. 4. and
this will lock the portion A to the portion B
and keep the former from dropping from the
latter and thus allowing the hames to become
loose and perhaps unfastened altogether.

It can readily be seen that my device is
adapted for use with different sized hames
or harness, either new or old and it being
of light metal ean be bent or straightened to
fit the hames, and having no cold shuts there
is no liability of breakage, and very little la-
bor or hand work is required as the fastening
ig practically finished when cast in the sand.
The cost of manufacture is lessened, the fas-
tener can be operated very quicklyand easily;
is strong, light and durable and neat in ap-
pearance and has no endsswingingabout and
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is compact and close to the collar and withal
it enables the hames to be drawn very snugly
and when unlatched the lever portion and its
connections remain attached to the hames.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A hame fastener comprising a lever por-
tion which is adapted to be attached to one
hame and formed with an oblong slot and
terminating in a eurved loop which forms a
retaining shoulder for the connecting hook, a
hooking portion adapted to be attached to
the other hame and provided with adjusting
eyes and a hook attached to said lever por-
tion and adapted to engage any one of the
eyes on the hooking portion, and a side stop
for preventing a separation of the parts by
a sidewise movement, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. A hame fastener comprising a scroll
shaped lever portion which is adapted to be
attached to one hame, and is formed with an
elongated slot, and terminated in a curved
loop having a retaining shoulder for the con-
necting hook, a hooking portion adapted to
be attached to the other hame, and provided
with adjusting holes,a hook attached to said
lever portion and adapted toengage any one
of the eyes on said hooking portion, and a
pivoted catch for securing the hooking and
lever portions together and preventing a side-
wise movement of the said portions, substan-
tially as described.

3. A hame fastener comprising a scroll
shaped lever portion adapted to be attached
to one hame, and provided with an elongated
slot, and terminatedin a curved loop having
aretaining shoulder, a hooking portion adapt-
ed to be attached to the other hame,and pro-
vided with a bridging bar having adjusting
holes; and formed with an elongated passage
beneath said bar, a connecting book attached
to said lever portion and adapted to engage
any one of the eyes on the hooking portion,
and means for preventing the parts separat-
ing by a sidewise movement, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

WM. H. JOIINSON.

Witnesses:

W. G. EDGERTON,
G..A. STURGES, Jr.
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