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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Orrver CoucHTRIE, 2
sub]ect of George V, ng of Great Britain
and Ireland, resuhno- at The Nest, Stanle

5 Road, Deal, in the county ot Kent, Dnorlan

have 1nvented certain new and useful T

provements in Devices for Use in Practicing

the Game of Golf and Other Games and for

like Purposes, of which the following is a
10 specification.

This invention relates to a device for use
in practicing golf and for like purposes, for
example, practicing other games in which a
club or the like is used to strike a ball.

In playing golf, it is important that the
ball be struck correctly, otherwise defective
play results. Expert pfayers can by long
practice and experience, judge fairly accu-
rately from their sense of touch whether a
20 ball has been hit sweetly and cleanly, but the

average player cannot do so, and, therefore,
any means which would enable him to ascer-
tain whether or not he uses his clubs so as
to strike the ball correctly would prove very
25 useful to him and assist him in acquiring
proficiency. Now, it is the object of this
invention to prov1de a device which can be
attached to golf clubs and the like and by
the use of which the player can practice his
30 strokes with a ball in a confined space, and
which shows him the part of the striking
face of the club or the like used in hitting
the ball.

According to this invention the device is
furnished with ball-retaining means which,
when the ball is struck, retain the same in
position on the device.

Such means consist preferably of sharp-
ened pins whereon the ball becomes impaled
when it is struck. * (The device may, there-
fore, be conveniently referred to hereinafter
as a “ball-retainer”.)

Thus the player can see.at a glance by
what part of the striking face he has struck
the ball, and he is thereby afforded a ready
means of e¢nabling any defect in his strokes
to be corrected.

The practice-ball is preferably made of
cork or other suitable material.

In the drawings

Fig. 1is a front elevation of the _preferred
form of ball-retainer constructed in accord-
ance with this invention and for use with
golf clubs having an iron head, such as
cleek, midiron. or mashie.
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Fig. 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Iigs. 3 and 4 are rear and. front perspec-
tive views respectively of the ball-retainer
n position on an iron golf-club which is in-
dicated in broken hnes and

Figs. 5 and 6 are plan and side elevation
1'espectively of a modified form of ball-
retainer constructed in accordance with this
invention and shown in position on a wood-
en or aluminium golf-club indicated in
broken lines.

Referring to the drawings, the ball-re-
tainer consists of a plate a which 1s shaped
to fit the striking face of the club on which
it is to be used and which is provided on its
outer face with rigid forwardly projecting
pins b sharpened at their front ends.

For use with iron clubs as indicated in
broken lines in Figs. 8 and 4, the plate a is
preferably made of sprmc—steel and pro-
vided with clips ¢* and ¢* which are sprung
inwards so that, when the ball-retainer is
pushe® on to the club-head, they draw the
plate ¢ into close engagement with the driv-
g surface of the club and maintain the
ball-retainer firmly in position on the elub-
head.

In the case of larger club-heads such as
those of wood or aluminium indicated in
broken lines in Figs. 5 and 6, the means em-
ployed for tastenlnﬂ the ball- retzuner there-
on conveniently comprise an arm ¢* which
extends from the plate ¢ underneath and
up the rear face of the club-head. The
marginal portions of the upper end .of
this arm are bent rearwardly and serrat-
ed to form teeth «*. The front upper
edge of the plate a has hinged thereto a
spring-wire clip.¢ which lies twhtly in con-
tact with the upper surface of the club-
head and the rear end of which is snapped
into engagement with whichever of the teeth
a* is found to be most suitable to the thick-
ness of the club-head employed.

“The pins b are préferably arranged at.
right angles to the plate a thouo‘h they
may, if desued be ‘disposed at some other
angle. It is pleierable to- make them thin
and parallel sided thronghout excepting at
thelr extreme front (p‘omted) ends. They
may stand out from the plate ¢ a distance
of about % of an inch to % of an inch and

may be spaced about % of an inch apart.
In some cases the surface of the plate ¢ may
be marked off into sections, each section be-
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ing numbered or otherwise designated so
as to enable the player to register the value
of his strokes.

The pins may be formed -vith a collay
or enlarged %hmﬂder near thelr inner ends
so that by riveting their inner extremities
over on the hack of the plate « the moﬂ lers
become drawn tightly against the front face
of the said plate, Whereby the pmq become
fixed rigidly in position.

In -some-cases, the ping - may constitute
outwardly punched portions of tho plate @.

T claim

1. A device for attachment to the head of
a golf-club for the practice of golf compris:
ing o plate of snbstantially the same. out:
11ne as sald head and having also rearwar dlv
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e‘ctendmv clips for detaghably securing it
©t on said hédd, ahd sharpened
ing forwardly from substan-
thes e front area ot said plate.

L devi ice, for practicing golf and other
aIes, comprising -a plate provid-
having u toothed extremity,
- clip nmocd to said plate and adapted to

B ge saicl. tootheel extremity, and sharp-
points projecting from said plate.

In teqtlmony whereof, I have signed my
rame to this: speuﬁc@twn in the pre@ence of
& subseribing Wxtnes%
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