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The present invention relates to accessories for the
skier, and deals more particularly with a device for toting
a pair of skis and a pair of ski poles.

The general object of the present invention is to provide
a device for carrying a pair of skis and a pair of poles,
which device is suitable for use in pairs and permits the
poles themselves to be used as a handle.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a device for carrying a pair of skis and a pair of poles,
which device is of relatively simple construction so as to be
well adapted to low cost quantity production.

The drawings show preferred embodiments of the in-
vention and such embodiments will be described, but it
will be understood that various changes may be made from
the constructions disclosed, and that the drawings and de-
scription are not to be construed as defining or limiting
the scope of the invention, the claims forming a part of
this specification being relied upon for that purpose.

Of the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a pair devices constructed in
accordance with the present invention, and shows these
devices as they would be used with a pair of skis and a
pair of ski poles;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of one of the devices shown
in FIG. 1 taken along the line 2—2 of that figure and
drawn to a larger scale; and

FIG. 3 is a side view of one of the devices shown in
FIG. 1and drawn to the larger scale of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 2 but show-
ing an alternative embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the FIG. 4 device.

Turning now to the drawings in greater detail, FIG. 1
shows two devices 18, 1@ constructed in accordance with
the present invention and secured to a pair of skis 12, 12
in spaced relationship and to a pair .of ski poles 14, 14 so
as to permit the latter to serve as a handle for carrying the
resulting assembly. FIG. 4 shows an alternative embodi-
ment 56 of the present invention which can be used in
pairs with a pair of skis 12, 12 and a pair of ski poles 14,
14. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, the skis 12, 12 are ar-
ranged with their bottom surfaces 13, 13 facing one an-
other so that the ski boot binding hardware (not shown)
does not interfere with the intended use of the devices 10,
10. The poles 14, 14 are oppositely oriented as shown, but
may be similarly oriented without adversely effecting the
use of the devices 10, 19.

Considering first the FIG. 1 construction, FIG. 2 shows
the device 10 of FIG. 1 as comprising a generally C-shaped
hanger member 16 having an elongated vertical portion
and first and second generally horizontal legs 18 and 20
extending outwardly therefrom ‘at lower and upper por-
tions thereof respectively. As so constructed, the lower
portion of the hanger member 18 defines an L-shaped ski
receptacle for receiving a pair of skis arranged with their
bottom surfaces 13, 13 facing one another. In the same
manner, 2 ski pole receptacle is defined at the upper por-
tion of said hanger member 16 and the latter receptacle
has a downwardly facing surface 22 the function of which
will be described hereinbelow.

The skis 12, 12 and ski poles 14, 14 are releasably re-
tained in their respective receptacles by resilient means
comprising at least one elastic strap member 24 which is
attached to the hanger member 16 intermediate the legs,
18 and 20, and has two free ends 26 and 28 respectively,
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which are adapted to being releasably secured to said legs
as shown,

Preferably and as shown, the mechanism for clamping
adjacent intermediate portions of said strap 24 to said
hanger member 16 comprises two U-shaped clamps 30
and 32 each of which has an elongated opening, 34 and
36 respectively. Two threaded posts 38 and 40 are pro-
vided intermediately of the vertical portion of said hanger
member 16 for adjustably receiving said clamps 30 and
32 respectively to suit skis and poles of various widths and
thickness, and wing nuts 42, 42 are threadably received
on said posts for anchoring adjacent intermediate portions
of said strap 24 to the hanger member 16. The strap 24
may be slotted as shown in FIG. 3 at 44, also to permit
the length of its free end portions 26 and 28 to be adjusted
for skis and poles of various cross sectional sizes. Also
in this vein, two straps could be provided in place of the
single strap member shown without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

In further accord with the present invention, first and
second loops 46 and 48 are carried by the free end portions
26 and 28 respectively, of said strap 24 and these loops,
46 and 48, are adapted to be releasably secured to the
outer ends of the first and second legs, 18 and 20 respec-
tively. While these loops, 46 and 48, may be defined in
the ends of the strap, preferably and as shown, the loops
comprise generally flat metal rings of rectangular shape
having one side passed through an opening provided
therefor in the strap, and having an opposite side adapted
to encircle the legs 18 and 26. These legs 18 and 26 have
a necked down portion to receive the metal loops 46 and
48 respectively and a loop retaining member 50 is pro-
vided on the outside surface of each of said legs, 18 and 20,
to retain the strap in one of a plurality of sockets 52, 52
defined in said member 50. As so constructed, the device
can accommodate skis of different thicknesses and poles
of various diameters.

Finally, two levers 54, 54 are pivotally received on the
outer sides of the loops, 46 and 48 respectively, which
loops are to be received in the sockets 52, 52. The levers
54, 54 serve as a convenient manual means for the skier
in assembling his skis and poles with devices of the pres-
ent invention and the outer surfaces of these levers 54,
54 are adapted to engage the outer edges of the loop re-
taining members 50, 50 as the lever is rotated through the
dotted position shown in FIG. 2 toward a position wherein
the loops 46 and 48 can be conveniently slipped over the
ends of the legs 18 and 20 respectively. Thus, the levers
54, 54 serve to hold the strap 24 in position as shown as
well as functioning as camming surfaces when the loops
4% and 48 are to be removed from the sockets 52, 52 as
shown by the dotted lines in FIG. 2.

As mentioned hereinabove, the device just described is
for use in toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski poles, and
when two devices 10, 10 are used in spaced relationship
as shown in FIG. 1, a convenient assembly is provided for
carrying the otherwise very awkward skis and poles. As
so arranged, the ski poles 14, 14 serve as a convenient
handle for carrying the entire assembly. When so carried,
the weight of the skis 12, 12 is borne by the poles, since
the poles engage the downwardly facing surfaces 22, 22
of the ski pole receptacles in each device 19, 10, and the
said devices in turn support the skis as described herein-
above.

Turning now to the alternative embodiment 56 shown
in FIG. 4, the device there shown will be seen to comprise
a generally C-shaped hanger member 58 having an elon-
gated vertical portion and first and second generally hori-
zontal legs 60 and 62 extending outwardly therefrom at
lower and upper portions thereof respectively. As in the
previously described embodiment, the lower portion of
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member 58 defines an L-shaped ski receptacle for receiv-
ing the skis 12, 12. A ski pole receptacle is also defined
at the upper portion thereof and the downwardly facing
surface 64 serves the same purpose as the surface 22
described previously with reference to the previous em-
bodiment.

The skis 12, 12 and poles 14, 14 are releasably retained
in their respective receptacles by resilient means connected
to the outer ends of each of said legs, 60 and 62. As
shown, said resilient means comprises two arms, 66 and
68, hingedly connected to these legs, 60 and 62 respective-
ly. The arms 66 and 68 have sponge rubber pads, 70 and
72, cemented respectively to their inner surfaces, and said
arms can be releasably clamped to the hanger member by
suitable means to be described.

Preferably and as shown, each arm has a hooked outer
end portion which is adapted to be engaged by a ring or
loop 74 pivotally supported on said hanger member inter-
mediate the upper and lower portions thereof. A formed
strip 76 of spring steel or the like is riveted to the inner
surface of the vertical portion of the hanger member and
said strip 76 in conjunction with said inner surface defines
two sockets 78, 80 for pivotally supporting two such rings
74, 74.

As so constructed the device 56 can be used in pairs, as
mentioned hereinabove with reference to the device 10
shown in FIGS. 1-3, and is well suited for carrying a pair
of skis together with a pair of ski poles.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski
poles whereby the poles can be used as a handle, said
device comprising at least one normally vertical hanger
member, a generally horizontal first leg extending out-
wardly from the lower portion of said hanger member,
said first leg cooperating with the contiguous vertical por-
tion of said hanger so as to define an L-shaped ski recep-
tacle for receiving a pair of skis arranged with their bottom
surfaces facing one another, a second leg extending out-
wardly from the upper portion of said hanger member so
as to define a downwardly facing surface of a ski pole
receptacle, said downwardly facing surface on said hanger
member describing an angle with respect to said vertical
portion which is no more than 90°, first and second arms
hingedly connected at their respective ends to the outer
ends of said first and second legs respectively, a resilient
pad attached to an inwardly facing surface of said first
arm and adapted to engage said skis in said ski receptacle,
a resilient pad attached to an inwardly facing surface of
said second arm and adapted to engage said poles in said
ski pole receptacle, and means for releasably clamping
each of said arms to said hanger member intermediate the
upper and lower portions thereof.

2. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of poles
as set forth in claim 1 wherein said clamping means com-
prises first and second rings pivotally supported on. said
hanger member intermediate the upper and lower portions
thereof, and said first and second arms having first and
second hooked outer end portions respectively, which
hooked portions are adapted to be engaged by said rings
for releasably retaining said skis and poles in their respec-
tive receptacles.

3. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski
poles in assembled relation so that the poles can be used
as a handle, said device comprising two vertically dis-
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posed hanger members adapted for use in spaced relation
with said skis, each of said hanger members having an
elongated vertical portion and a generally horizontal first
leg extending outwardly from the lower end of said verti-
cal portion to define an L-shaped ski receptacle for receiv-
ing a pair of skis having their bottom surfaces adjacent
one another, a second leg extending outwardly from the
upper end of said vertical portion to define a ski pole
receptacle having a downwardly facing surface, said down-
wardly facing surfaces on each of said hanger members
describing an angle with respect to the respective vertical
portions which is no more than 90° so that substantially
all of the Ilifting force exerted on said poles in
carrying the resulting assembly is reacted by said down-
wardly facing surfaces, resilient ski retaining means con-
nected to the outer ends of each of said first horizontal
legs respectively, resilient pole retaining means connected
to the outer ends of each of said second legs respectively,
and mechanism for releasably clamping said resilient ski
and pole retaining means to the respective vertical portions
of said hanger members intermediate the upper and lower
ends of each of said members whereby the resulting assem-
bly can be conveniently lifted by use of said ski poles.

4. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski
poles as set forth in claim 3 wherein said resilient means
for retaining said skis and said poles comprises at least
one elastic strap member attached to said hanger member
intermediate the upper and lower end thereof, and first
and second free ends of said strap member being adapted
to be releasably secured to the ocuter ends of said first and
second horizontal legs respectively so that said strap can
be passed around a pair of skis and a pair of poles received
in said ski and said ski pole receptacles respectively.

5. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski
poles as set forth in claim 4 and further characterized by
at least one strap clamping mechanism releasably secured
to a vertical intermediate portion of said hanger member
for anchoring said strap member thereto.

6. A device for toting a pair of skis and a pair of ski
poles as set forth in claim 5 wherein a single such strap
member is provided on each of said hanger members, and
wherein said strap clamping mechanism comprises two
U-shaped clamps which are individually adjustable longi-
tudinally of said elongated hanger for clamping adjacent
intermediate portions of said strap member to its asso-
ciated hanger member,
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