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Box No. il - Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be searched, the appropriate additional search fees must be paid.

Group 1, claims 1-6, drawn to a method.for providing a low current reference voltage to the converter based on a determination whether
or not a reference voltage is present on the power pin.

Group 2, claims 7-10 and 19-25, drawn to a method for providing power to conversion ctrcunry by estabhshmg communications with the
hlgh-current voltage supplying device.

Group 3, claims 11-15 and 26, drawn to an inline converter/apparatus comprising a power circuit for providing power to video decoder,
audio receiver, microcontroller. and an encoder by receiving power from another device over an existing power pin.

Group 4, claims 16-18, drawn to an apparatus comprising N sink ports for receiving N single digital streams and a N'M switch for -
selecting between the N digital streams and M digital streams outputs.

The inventions listed as Groups 1-4 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The special technical feature of the Group
1 invention is providing a low current reference voltage to the converter based on a determination whether or not a reference voltage is
present on the power pin. The special technical feature of the Group 2 invention is providing power to conversion circuitry by
establishing communications with the high-current voitage supplying device. The special technical feature of the Group 3 invention is a
power circuit for providing power to video decoder, audio receiver, microcontroller, and an encoder by receiving power from another
device over an existing power pin. The special technical feature of the Group 4 invention is N sink ports for receiving N single digital
streams and a N*M switch for selecting between the N digital streams and M digital streams outputs. None of these special technical
features are common to the other groups, nor do they correspond to a special technical feature in the other groups Therefore, unity of
invention is lacking.
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