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To all tuhon, it naily conce77. 
Be it known that I, JOHN H. DATES, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at the city 
of Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel 
phia and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Indicator-Locks, of which the following is 
a Specification. 
My invention has relation to a lock for ap 

plication to sundry articles for locking the 
Same, as Well as readily determining tamper 
ing or unauthorized access to the article to 
which applied by the relocking of the same; 
and in such connection it relates particularly 
to the construction and arrangement of an 
indicator-lock for cash-registers, post-office 
boxes, money-chests, or other similar articles. 
The principal object of my invention is to 

provide a simple, durable, effective, and re 
liable indicator-lock for application to arti 
cles toindicate by means of numerals the lock 
ing of the same and to readily determine if 
any tampering with the interior of the article 
or unauthorized relocking has been resorted 
to by change of exposed numerals and the 
counters or indicators actuated by the key of 
the lock which secures the members of the 
article. 
Myinvention, stated in general terms, con 

sists of an indicator-lock constructed and ar 
ranged in substantially the manner herein 
after described and claimed. 
The nature and characteristic features of 

my invention will be more fully understood 
from the following description, taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, 
forming part hereof, and in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of an indi 
cator-lock embodying the features of my in 
vention, and Fig. 2 is a rear elevational view 
of the same. 

Referring to the drawings, A is the frame 
or face-plate of the lock, provided with cor 
ner openings C. for securing the same to an 
article, and provided with openings or win 
dows a' and a, located adjacent to each other 
in said plate A, and through which are ex 
posed numerals, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 
1 of the drawings. 
B is the lock, of any suitable construction, 

lock is 

incased, as shown, and with a key Wayl) ex 
tending through the face of the case b' of the 
lock, and having a lock-bolt b, adapted to be 
manipulated by a skeleton or other form of 
key. 
To the rear of the frame or plate A of the 

pivotally mounted two ratcheted 
wheels c and c', provided on One of their re 
spective faces with numerals or disks cand 
c', having numerals printed or otherwise ap 
plied thereto. These disks are secured to 
the wheels c and c', and are adapted to be re 
volved there with in a manner to be presently 
eXplained. 
D is a lever provided with two downwardly 

projecting pawls d and d", and this lever is 
pivoted at One end to the frame or plate A, 
and at its other end is formed an eye d for 
engaging One end of a coiled Spring e, the 
other end of which is connected through an 
eye e' with a lever E, provided with two up 
wardly-projecting pawls e and e, the lower 
angular end of said lever E being secured to 
the lock-bolt b°, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, 
wherein is also illustrated in full and dotted 
lines the locked and unlocked positions of the 
device and the indicator mechanism thereof. 
The teeth of the ratchet-wheel c', which 

carries the dial whereon is placed the numer 
als indicating tens, are all cut to an equal 
depth, and the teeth of ratchet-wheel care 
likewise cut to equal depth with the ex 
ception of a tooth c, which is cut deeper into 
the wheel. This deeper tooth c is diamet 
rically opposite to that portion of disk c* 
whereon the numeral “0” is placed. By the 
arrangement of the pawls carried by levers 
D and E and the arrangement of the teeth 
of the wheels c c' the lock-bolt b may be 
shifted nine times without the pawl of lever 
E operating the disk c'. This is so for the 
following reason: When the bolt b°is shifted 
into locking position, the lever E is drawn 
to the left, operating through its pawl eand 
a shallow tooth of the ratchet-Wheel c the 
disk c* one space. The movement of the 
bolt b slightly lowers the lever E to a posi 
tion indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2, in 
which position the pawle is not in engage 
ment with the teeth of ratchet c', and conse 
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(quently the disk c” thereof cannot be rotated. 
When, however, the pawl e° of lever E comes 
into engagement with the deep tooth c, the 
spring e will draw the lever E. tupward until 
the pawl e' is in engagement with the teeth 
of wheel c', and thereupon the next move 
ment of lock-bolt, l will advance both wheels 
and likewise each disk one space. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that the number of times the lock 
bolt b is turned by the ley of the lock or 
otherwise will be indicated continuously by 
the disks c' and c”, and that tampering with 
the lock can therefore be easily detected. 
IIaving thus described the nature and ob 

jects of my invention, what I claim as new, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

I. An indicato'-lock, comprising a frame 
Ol' plate provided with openings and with a 
lock adapted to be manipulated by a key, 
two ratcheted wheels two pawl-level's, one of 
said lever's pivoted to said frame or plate and 
the other secured to the lock, and said levers 
connected with each other by means of a 

spring, substantially as and for the purposes 
described. 

2. An indicator-lock, comprising a frame 
or plate having openings or win (lows to ex 
pose numerals and carrying an in cased lock 
operated by a key, two ratchet-wheels carry 
ing disks provided with numerals, said wheels 
pivotally connected with the rear of said 
frame or plate, two level's provided with op 
positely-disposed pawls, whereof one lever is 
pivoted at its lower end to said frame or plate 
and whereof the other having an angular 
lower extension is secured to said lock and 
said levers at their upper ends connected 
with each other by means of a spring, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes described. 
In testimony. whereof I have here unto set 

my signature in the presence of two stil)- 
scribing witnesses. 

..}()N I. I.) ATES. 
Witnesses: 

J. WALTER T) OUGLASS, 
THOMAS MI. SMITH. 

  


