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This invention relates to a robe with fasteners. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a robe which may be used in its extended 
flat condition as a covering upon a cot or bed, or 
as a seating pad when spread upon the ground 
at a beach or a picnic, and which also may be 
folded and fastened to form a bag or enclosure 
in which all or a part of the body of the user 
may fit to effectively cover and protect the user, 
particularly while in a reclining or in a seated position. 
A further object is to provide a device of this 

character wherein a robe is provided with a plu 
rality of fasteners so located and positioned as 
to form a bag or enclosure of any of a selected 
number of sizes and shapes to accommodate users 
of different sizes and weights, and which robe is 
so constructed that it may be extended to and 
used in flat position if desired. 
A further object is to provide a device of this 

character provided with slide fasteners so posi 
tioned and arranged as to form the robe into a 
bag or enclosure, which bag or enclosure may 
have a selected number of openings formed there 
in at desired positions and of selected size by 
ymanipulation of said fasteners. 
Other objects will be apparent from the follow 

ing specification. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the robe in its folded 

and fastened position to form an enclosure. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the robe shown in Fig. 1, 

with the fasteners released and the robe ex 
tended. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1 and illustrating the formation of an en 
closure of Small size. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but illustrating 
the arrangement of the parts to form an enclo 
sure of larger size than that illustrated in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3 and illustrat 
ing the formation of an enclosure of maximum 
size permitted by the construction of the device. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary detail Sec 
tional view taken on line 6-6 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of an enclosure formed by 
a modified embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a robe of the character 
illustrated in Fig. 7 in its extended form. 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary detail sectional view 
taken on line 9-9 of Fig. 8, illustrating the robe 
folded to the condition shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the enclosure illustrated in Fig. 7 with the parts 
separated to provide a small opening in the en 
closure. 
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2 
Referring to the drawings, and particularly 

to Figs. 1 to 6 which illustrate one embodiment 
of the invention, the numeral O designates a 
robe or blanket, preferably of rectangular shape 
and of any size found suitable, but preferably of 
the size commonly used in robes for use at picnics, 
football games, and the like. The robe may have 
a fringe f2 at One end thereof as illustrated. 
The robe Will be provided with one or two elon 

gated pieces of blanket material, preferably of 
the same material of which the robe C is formed. 
TWO strips 4 are preferred, one located at each 
of the two longitudinal edges of the robe and 
extending for the major part of the length of the 
robe. The strip or strips 4 preferably taper 
With the narrow part located at One end of the 
robe and the wide part thereof terminating short 
of the opposite end of the robe. Where a robe 
having a fringed end is provided, the wide part 
of each strip 4 will be positioned adjacent to but 
spaced from that fringed end, and the narrow 
part of the strip 4 will extend adjacent to but 
preferably will terminate slightly inwardly spaced 
from the opposite end of the robe. The strip 4 
Will be sewed to the robe by longitudinal lines of 
stitching 6 at its outer edge, as best illustrated 
in Fig. 6, the outer margin of the strip 4 being 
inset from the Outer longitudinal edge of the robe 
f0, and the strip 4 lying flat upon the robe to 
extend inwardly from the stitching line 6. 
The Opposite longitudinal margins of the robe 

to will have secured thereto the tapes 8 of slide 
fasteners, which tapes 8 are sewed or stitched 
at 20 at the margin thereof opposite that margin 
which mounts the fastener teeth 22. The tape 
8 will be so secured and positioned with relation 

to the robe 0 that the fastener teeth 22 will 
project slightly outwardly beyond the outer mar 
gins of the robe 0, as best seen in Fig. 6, and 
the portions of the robe O and of the tape 8 
positioned outwardly of the stitching 20 are pref 
erably free from one another so that the slider 
may extend along the teeth to engage the same 
with the teeth of a complementary strip or to 
disengage them from the teeth of a complemen 
tary strip. The tape i8 will preferably be posi 
tioned in contact with the face or surface of the 
robe to which is contacted or engaged by the 
adjacent flap or strip 4. 
Each strip 4 will have secured thereto a slide 

fastener part consisting of a tape 24 mounting a 
series of longitudinally spaced grippers or teeth 
26 at One edge. The tape 24 is Secured to the 
strip 4 at the edge portion thereof opposite that 
which mounts the teeth 26 by means of stitching 

55 28. The tape 24 engages the surface of the strip 
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4 which normally contacts the robe 0 so that 
when the parts lie in their natural extended posi 
tion, as illustrated in Fig. 6, the tape 24 will be 
disposed between the robe fe and the strip 4. 
The teeth 26 will be positioned outwardly from 
the edge of the strip 4, and the portions of the 
strip f4 and the tape 24 located outwardly of the 
line of stitching 28 will be separate and free from 
one another, preferably. 
At the end of the robe adjacent to the small or 

narrow ends of the strips 4 a. plurality of fast 
ener strips are secured. Each of these fastener 
strips preferably comprises a tape and a plurality 
of spaced projecting teeth of the character well 
known in the art. In the form of the embodi 
ment shown, four such strips are provided, the 
same being strips 30, 32, 34 and 36. The strips 
30 and 32 are mating strips, and the strips 34 
and 36 are mating strips. The strips are pref 
erably of substantially equal length. The tapes 
of these strips are preferably secured to the robe 
10 at the same face of that robe which is en 
gaged by the longitudinal tapes 8, and 'substan 
tially the same arrangement of the strips 30, 32, 
34 and 36 with respect to the margin and edge 
of the robe is followed as has been described 
above with reference to the tape and fastener'? 8, 
22; that is, the tapes are stitched to the robe 
spaced inwardly from the edge of the robe and 
at the inner edge or margin of the tape, and the 
teeth of each fastener Strip are located in Slightly 
outwardly projecting relation with respect to 
the edge of the robe. " " " ' " " ' " 
Where four fasteners 30, 32, 34, 36 are provid 

ed, each thereof is of a length slightly less than 
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one-quarter of the length of the edge or marginal 
portion of the robe to which they are secured. 
Thus the outermost ends of the strips 30 and 36 
are spaced inwardly from the side edges of the 
robe to which the longitudinal tape strips 8 are 4) 
secured. The inner ends of the tape strips 32, 
34 are spaced apart and are substantially equi 
spaced from the longitudinal center of the robe. 
The adjacent ends of the complementary strips 
30, 32, 34 and 36 are also spaced apart. The ar. 
rangement and spacing of the strips is substan 
tially as illustrated in Fig.2. " ' " 
The strips 39, 32, 34, 36 are preferably so 

oriented that the starting ends theredfare the 
ends which are adjacent to each other when the 
robe is spread flat. Thus the strips 30 and 36 are 
illustrated as the strips with which the slider 
elements 38 are permanently associated, and 
these sliders are illustrated at their starting posi 
tion. It will be understood, however, that the 
fasteners are of the type which permit complete 
separation of the complementary parts so that 
the part 30 may be completely separated from 
the part 32, and the part 34 may be completely 
separated from the part'36. 
When it is desired to form an enclosure, the 

robe 0 is folded substantially along the dotted 
lines 40 to position the longitudinal edges of the 
robe adjacent to one another. When so folded, 
the strips SG and 32 will register and the strips 
34 and 36 will register, so that the sliders 38 may 
be manipulated to interengage said strips and 
thereby substantially close the end of the robe in 
the folded position shown in Fig.1. . . . . .-- 

After the end of the robe has thus been closed, 
the user can select the manner in which the lon 
gitudinal fasteners will be engaged. In other 
words, the user can select the size of enclosure 
which he requires. The smallest size of enclo 
sure illustrated in Fig. 3 can be effected by inter 
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4. 
locking the teeth 22 carried by the tapes 8 Se 
cured to the margins of the robe 0. It will be 
observed in this connection that a slider 42 is 
carried by and forms a permanent part of One 
of the two marginally mounted tapes and forms 
the means for securing the two fastener parts 
together. The starting position for the inter 
locking fasteners is preferably located at the end 
of the robe adjacent to the end fasteners 30, 32, 
34, 35 so that the slider will be located near the 
fringe end of the robe when the fastener has 
been completely assembled. 

In cases where two strips 4 are provided upon 
the robe, the fastener upon the inner edge of 
the strip 14, adjacent to whose outer edge is lo 
cated the outer fastener carrying the slider 42, 
will have permanently associated therewith the 
slider 44. This slider will permit interlocking of 
the inner margin of the strip 4, by which it is 
carried, with either of the fastener strips at the 
opposite margins of the robe, that is, either with 
the fasener'strip located at the opposite margin 
of the blanket or with the fastener strip located 
at the inner edge of he strip f4 carried by the 
opposite edge of the robe. It will be understood, 
of course, that either of the fastener sections 
carrying the sliders 42 or 44 may be associated 
with either of the two fastener sections positioned 
at the opposite margin of the robe. It is pre 
ferred that the fastener mounting the slider 42 
Will interlock with the fastener mounted on the 
inner end of the strip 4 carried by the opposite 
sides of the robe where only one of the strips 4 
is to be extended for increasing the size of the 
enclosure to its intermediate size, as illustrated 
in Fig. 4. The reason for that arrangement is 
that the slider 44 is then positioned confined 
within the enclosure, but this arrangement is not 
required. In the case where the enclosure is to 
be fully extended to its greatest size, the slider 
44 will interlock to the fastener unit with which 
it is associated, the complementary fastener unit 
mounted upon the inner margin of the opposite 
strip 4, as illustrated in Fig. 5. 
It will be apparent that the robe of the char 

acter illustrated in Figs, 1 to 6, is especially suit 
ed for use as a sleeping bag or as a blanket en 
closure for use in ambulances or other occasions 
where the user assumes a reclining position. The 
enclosure insures that the user will be fully pro 
tected and will not become uncovered incident 
to movement of the user within the enclosure. 
When the fasteners are engaged, marginal por 
tions of the robe material extend in substantial 
edge engagement so that full protective value of 
the robe is provided and no large gaps or open 
ings can occur. ' ' ' ' ' ' 
The adjustment for size is advantageous, espe 

cially for use in ambulances or the like where dif 
ferent persons use the blanket or robe. At the 
same time the robe is capable of use in its fiat 
extended condition, thus rendering the item a 
multiple purpose item. In this connection, to the 
best of my knowledge, previous constructions of 
robes of this character which form enclosures or 
sleeping bags have always been such that they 
have not been suitable for use in flat extended 
form. The ability to use the robe in its flat form 
greatly increases its utility, and particularly 
makes it usable during warm weather when pic 
nic blankets or beach blankets are usable. This 
robe can serve as such picnic blanket or beach 
blanket without alteration and merely by discon 
necting the fasteners. 

It will be understood that the length of the 
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strips 4 and of the longitudinal fasteners used 
thereWith may be varied according to the Wishes 
of the user or the manufacturer and that said 
Strips and fasteners may extend Substantially full 
length of the robe if desired. Also, it will be 
understood that the strips 4 need not be of the 
tapered shape shown, although this tapered shape 
is advantageous from the standpoint of the fact 
that it enables the fasteners at the inner margins 
of the strips to be engaged at points which are 
close to the strips 30, 32, 34, 36 so that the open 
ings provided at the closed end of the enclosure 
may be kept Small and the possibility of air enter 
ing therethrough may be held at a minimum. 

Referring now to the embodiment of the inven 
tion illustrated in Figs, 7 to 10, inclusive, the 
numeral 50 designates a robe of any desired size 
and preferably of rectangular shape, and which 
may have fringes 52 carried by the opposite ends 
thereof. 
The robe 50 has a pair of complementary slide 

fastener parts 54 and 56 secured to the opposite 
margins thereof and preferably terminating 
Spaced from the end edges of the robe. The fas 
tener part 56 includes the slider 58 as a perma 
nent part thereof, and the slide fasteners are 
preferably of the type well known in the art 
which permits the two strips 52 and 56 to be com 
pletely separated from each other. It will be 
understood that the character and construction of 
the fasteners may be of the usual type, wherein 
fabric tapes 60 carry a plurality of longitudinally 
Spaced interlocking teeth 62 along one margin 
thereof. The tapes 60 of the fastener parts 54 
and 56 are so arranged that the teeth 62 upon 
said strips will preferably project slightly be 
yond the longitudinal edges of the robe. 
Spaced from One end of the robe and secured 

thereto in longitudinal alignment transversely 
of the robe are a series of fastener sections 64, 
66, S8 and 79, each of which includes the usual 
tape 60 and teeth 62 carried by and projecting 
from One margin of the tape. The sections 64 
and 66 are complementary, with the section 66 
mounting the slider 72; and the sections 68 and 
To are complementary, with the section 68 mount 
ing the slider 4. As best illustrated in Fig. 8, 
the tapes 64 and 70 preferably extend substan 
tially to the opposite longitudinal edges of the 
robe 50. The inner edges of the fastener units 66 
and 68 extend to adjacent but slightly spaced re 
lation Substantially centrally of the robe, and 
the complementary sections 64, 66, 68 and 70 
are Spaced apart slightly at their inner ends. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the por 
tion 6 of the robe outwardly of the fastener sec 
tions 64, 66, 68, e is folded along a fold line 78 
Substantially coincident with said fastener sec 
tions and in a direction to position the tapes 60 
of Said fastener Sections outermost. The robe 
is then folded along the longitudinal dotted lines 
80 centrally between the adjacent ends of the com 
plementary fastener strips, thereby positioning 
the complementary fastener strips in register 
with one another. The longitudinal folds of the 
robe occur in a direction to position the fastener 
sections 64, 66, 68, 7.0 outermost and the folded 
end portion 76 of the blanket within the interior 
of the enclosure formed by the folding operation. 
The complementary fasteners 64, 66 may then be 
engaged, and the complementary fasteners 68, 70 
may then be engaged. The fasteners are prefer 
ably so Oriented that they start or engage ad 
jacent the longitudinal center of the enclosure 
and are pulled outwardly toward the folds 80. 
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This arrangement, while preferable, is, of course, 
not essential. It does, however, provide for a 
partial closure only of the complementary fas 
teners as illustrated in Fig. 10, thereby providing 
an Opening in the enclosure, through which open 
ing the user may extend his foot, if desired. The 
Opening can be adjusted as to size so that it will 
not be of any larger size than is required for the 
leg to pass therethrough. In other words, after 
the user has extended his leg through the opening, 
the slider 74 may then be moved outwardly to 
reduce the size of the opening and to cause the 
robe to fit Snugly around the user's leg. In this 
Way air cannot enter the interior of the enclosure 
through the opening around the leg of the user. 
The enclosure is then completed by engaging the 
longitudinal fastener strips 54, 56 and manipulat 
ing the slider to close the same. 
This embodiment of the invention possesses 

Substantially the same features, characteristics 
and advantages that are possessed by the embodi 
ment illustrated in Fig. 1. The enclosure or bag 
formed is of smaller size than that shown in Fig. 
1 for any given size of robe, and this especially 
suits the device for use as a foot and leg pro 
tector by persons who are watching athletic 
contests out-of-doors, such as football games, or 
by occupants of wheel chairs. 
The Fig. 7 embodiment possesses several char 

teristics which are distinctive of it and in addi 
tion to those which are possessed by the Fig. 1 
embodiment. Among these advantages are the 
fact that the return infolding of the parts 76 of 
the robe provides an internal flap construction 

5 which cooperates with the slide fasteners 64, 66, 
68 and 9 to seal the lower end portion of the 
enclosure against the entry of air. Another ad 
vantage of the construction is that the tapes 60 of 
the slide fasteners 54, 66, 68 and 70 which are 
located at the line 78 upon which the robe is 
folded serve, especially when positioned exter 
nally as is preferred, as a wear strip to protect 
the robe at the point of fold against wear due to 
friction and due to contact with a supporting sur 
face when pressed against such surface by the 
feet of the Wearer. 

Still another advantage of the construction is 
illustrated in Fig. 10 and has been mentioned 
above, namely that the construction provides for 
two or more access openings at the lower normally 
closed end of the device through which the feet 
of the user may extend in instances where the 
feet of the user must be accessible. One instance 
in which such usage would be advantageous would 
be use by the driver of a truck or an automobile 
of the Sport type, in cold weather, or of any other 
type in instances where the automobile heater was 
not functioning properly. This embodiment, like 
the embodiment of Fig. 1, possesses the dual ad 
Vantage of usage extended flat in the Fig. 8 po 
sition, as Well as folded to form an enclosure as in the Fig. 7 position. 
While the preferred embodiments of the in 

vention have been illustrated and described, it 
Will be understood that changes in the construc 
tion may be made within the scope of the ap 
pended claims without departing from the spirit 
Of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. An article of manufacture comprising a robe 

having opposite longitudinal margins, a pair of 
complementary slide fastener sections secured to 
said longitudinal margins and each having an 
end portion terminating spaced from one end of 
said robe, and a plurality of complementary 
fastener Sections secured to said robe to extend 
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end to end in transversely extending relation ad 
jacent to the last named end portions of said 
fastelaer strips and spaeed from the end of said 
robe whereby said robe may be folded transversely 
adjacent to said last named fastener strips and 
thence may be folded longitudinally to form an 
enclosure with said complementary longitudinal 
and transverse fastener sections in cooperating 
relation. 

2. An article of manufacture as defined in claim 
1, wherein each slide fastener is of the type in 
cluding a slider permanently attached to one 
fastener section and detachably engageable with 
the other fastener section, and wherein the sider 
of at least one transverse fastener has a starting 
position intermediate the sides of said enclosure 
and said fasteraer sections extend laterally out 
wardly from said starting position. 
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3. An article of manufacture as defined in claim 

1, wherein said transverse fastener sections in 
clude tape portions Secured to Said robe at the 
Surface of said robe which is exposed when said 
robe is folded transversely. 

VERNE L. STEPHENSON. 
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