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To all whom it may concern: ,
Be it known that I, Wirriam T. Lazar, a

. citizen of the United States, residing at Ap-

pleton, in the county of Outagamie and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Dispensing-Con-
tainers, of which the following 1s a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to improvements n
containers for dispensing interleaved paper
napkins, towels and the like wherein hing-
edly connected and matching semi-cylindri-
cal portions operate to form a closed con-
tainer having a longitudinal dispensing slot
formed therein by matching oi longitudi-
nally disposed recesses in the free ends or
edges of said matching semi-cylindrical por-
tions.

The primary object of the present in-
vention is to provide an improved dispens-
ing container having improved means for
the placing and threading of an interleaved
paper napkin or towel package.

A still further object of the present inven-
tion is to provide an improved container of
the character described having improved
means for supporting an interleaved pack-
age of extremely thin and flexible paper
napkins in such & position above a dispens-
ing slot that said napkins or the like may be
detached from the package and singly -dis-
pensed through said slot without disturbing
the remaining napkins or packages.

Other objects and advantages will herein-
after more fully appear.

I accomplish these and several objects by
means of the device disclosed in the draw-
ings forming a part of the present specifica-
tion wherein like characters of reference are
used to designate similar parts throughout
the said specification and drawings, and in
which:

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of the
contalner in an open or recelving position;

Fig. 2 is a broken front elevation of Fig.
1 with the paper napkin package removed;

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional
view of the container in a closed position;
and

Fig. 4 is an end elevation disclosing one
method by means of which the matching
portions of the container may be locked to-
gether. .

The present. invention is an improvement
over Patent No. 1,228,571 issued to me on the

5th day of June, 1917, in which patent a dis-
pensing container for dispensing leaves from
an interleaved package is provided with
means, in the form of struck up lugs, for im-
parting a slight arch or curvature to the
bottom of the interleaved package. This
type of container is well adapted for the
heavier and more rigid types of paper, such
as interleaved paper towels and the like.

But, I find from experience, that the thin-
ner and more flexible packages comprising
thin tissue paper napkins and the like will
collapse when only slightly arched above the
dispensing slot. Therefore, I have provided
the present improvement which is adapted
to retain a package of extremely thin inter-
leaved tissue paper napkins in a circular po-
sition and against the internal surface of a
hollow eylindrical container which may be
described as follows:

Referring to the drawings the numeral 1
1s used to designate. a hollow cylindrical
container comprising hollow semi-cylindri-
cal portions 2 and 3 each portion being
hingedly connected at one longitudinal edge
thereof to a longitudinal edge of the other
portion as at 4. The edge of each portion 2
and 8 opposite the hingedly connected edges
is provided with a recess 6 and 7 respectively
which mateh to form a longitudinal slot 8
when the portions 2 and 3 are closed as dis-
closed in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

The recesses 6 and 7 are formed by pro-
jecting inwardly a portion of the outer walls
or periphery of the portions 2 and 3 re-
spectively to. form inwardly projecting
flanges 9 and 10 respectively.

The ends of each portion 2 and 3 are also
provided with outwardly extending flanges
11 and 12 respectively which are arranged
to match or lie adjacent or upon each other
when the portions 2 and 8 are closed as dis-
closed in Fig. 4 of the drawings. The
flanges 11 are provided with projecting pins
13 adapted for engagement with apertures
14 within the flanges 12 by means of which
the portions 2 and 8 may be alined to form
a hollow cylindrical container when said
portions are closed one upon the other as
disclosed in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings.

Each flange 11 is likewise provided with
a pivotally mounted latch 16 having a re-
turn bend or portion 17, which forms a
U-shaped portion to engage and lock to-
gether the flanges 11 and 12 and thereby

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2]

lock or retain the container 1 in a closed
position. '

However, it should be understood that
any suitable locking device may be em-
ployed to retain the portions 2 and 3 in a
closed position without departing from the
spirit of the invention. .

In placing a pile or package 18 of inter-
leaved paper napkins within the container
1 the same is opened as disclosed in Figs. 1
and 2 of the drawings. In this open posi-
tion the container may be placed horizon-
tally or vertically to suit the convenience
of the operator.

The package 18 of interleaved flexible
tissue paper napkins is placed with the ap-
proximate longitudinal center thereof over
the hinge 4 and the longitudinal edges of
said package 18 are moved within each re-
spective portion 2 and 8 and behind their
respective inwardly projecting flanges 9 and
10 with one free edge of one of the paper
napkins extending over one of said flanges
as disclosed in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

By closing the portions 2 and 3 upon each
other the free end of the napkin is left
projecting through the slot 8 and the pack-
age 18 is then bent or formed into a circular
position adjacent the internal surface of the
container 1 as disclosed in Fig. 8 of the
drawings.

The latches 16 are then moved to cause
the U-shaped or return portions 17 thereof
to engage the outwardly projecting flanges
11 and 12 on the ends of the portions 2 and
3 respectively, which engagement, in con-
junction with the engagement of the pins
18 of the flanges 11 with the apertures 14
of the flanges 12 will aline said portions 2
and 8 and retain them in a closed position.

The paper napkins are then withdrawn
singly through the slot 8 in the usual and
well known manner.

It is obvious from the foregoing that I
have provided a new and improved con
tainer for dispensing thin tissue paper nap-
kins from an interleaved package and sup-
porting such package above a dispensing
slot in a manner that said napkins may be
readily and easily dispensed through said
slot without disturbing the remaining tow-
els or the position of the package 18.

It is also evident that I have provided a
new and improved means for placing and
threading a package of interleaved paper
napkins within a dispensing container.

If desired the hinge 4 may be dispensed
with as the halves of the container need
only be alined when closed and this aline-
ment is effected and retained by the engage-
ment of the pins 13 with the apertures 14
operating in conjunction with suitable lock-
ing means for holding the halves 2 and 3
together, such as the latch 16 or its mechani-
cal equivalent.

1,331,112

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters: Patent is: o

1. A dispensing container comprising hol-
low portions each hingedly connected at
one longitudinal edge to the other portion
and likewise provided with a longitudinal
recess on the longitudinal edges opposing
said hingedly connected edges, said recesses
matching, when the container is closed, to
form a longitudinally disposed slot in said
container through which napkins from an

interleaved package within said container-

may be dispensed; and means arranged ad-
jacent each recess to engage the longitudinal
edges of and thereby retain said interleaved
package in an arched position within the
container and above the slot therein.

2. A dispensing container comprising hol-
low portions each hingedly connected at one
longitudinal edge to the other portion and
likewise provided with a longitudinal recess
on the longitudinal edges opposing said hing-
edly connected edges, said recesses matching,
when the container is closed, to form a lon-
gitudinally disposed slot in said container
through which napkins from an interleaved
package within said container may be dis-
pensed ; means arranged adjacent each re-
cess to engage the longitudinal edges of
and thereby retain said interleaved packags
in an arched position within the container
and above the slot therein; and means for
engaging and locking the portions in a
closed position to form a hollow cylindrical
container having a longitudinal slot therein.

3. A dispensing container comprising hol-
low portions each hingedly connected at one
longitudinal edge to the other portion and
likewigse provided with a longitudinal re-
cess on the longitudinal edges opposing said
hingedly connected edges, said recesses
matching, when the container is closed, to
form a longitudinally disposed slot in said
container ‘through which napkins from an
interleaved package within said container

jacent each recess to engage the longitudinal
edges of and thereby retain said interleaved
package in an arched position within the
container and above the slot therein; and a
latch arranged on each end of one portion
and adapted for engagement with the other
portion to lock said portions in a closed
position.

4. A dispensing container adapted for

_ dispensing interleaved paper napkins and

the like comprising a pair of hollow por-

70

75

80

93

105

1190

may be dispensed ; and means arranged ad- -

115

120

tions hingedly connected at one longitudinal -

edge and each having a recess on.the oppo-
site longitudinal edge thereof whereby a
container having a longitudinal slot there-

_in, formed of the matching recesses, may be

provided when said portions are closed; an

inwardly projecting flange arranged adja--

128

130



—

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

1,331,112 a

cent each recess to engage the longitudinal
edges of and thereby retain an interleaved
paper package in an arched position within
said container and above the slot formed
therein; outwardly projecting flanges on
each end of each portion; and a latch pivot-
ally mounted upon each flange of one por-
tion and arranged to engage the flanges of
the other portion to lock said portions in a
closed position.

5. A dispensing container adapted for
dispensing interleaved paper napkins and
the like comprising a pair of hollow por-
tions hingedly connected at one longitudinal
edge and each having g recess on the oppo-
site longitudinal edge thereof whereby a
container having a longitudinal slot therein,
formed of the matching recesses, may be
provided when said portions are closed; an
inwardly projecting flange arranged adja-
cent each recess to engage the longitudinal
edges of and thereby retain an interleaved
paper package in an arched position within
sald container and above the slot formed
therein; outwardly projecting flanges on
each end of each portion; a latch pivotally
mounted upon each flange of one portion
and arranged to engage the flanges of the
other portion to lock said portions in a
closed position; and means for retaining the
portions in a properly matched position
when closed. '

6. A dispensing container adapted for
dispensing interleaved paper napkins and
the like comprising a pair of matching hol-
low semi-cylindrical members hingedly con-
nected at one longitudinal edge and pro-
vided at each opposed longitudinal edge
with a longitudinally disposed recess, said
recesses being adapted to form a longitudi-
nal slot when said portions are closed to
form a cylinder; inwardly projecting
flanges arranged adjacent to each recess to
engage the longitudinal edges of, and there-
by retain in an arched position, an inter-
leaved paper napkin package; an outwardly
projecting flange arranged on the end edges
of each member, said outwardly projecting

- flanges being arranged to lie one upon the

55

other when the semi-cylindrical portions
are closed; one flange on each end being
provided with an aperture; a pin on each
other flange arranged to engage the aper-
ture in the opposite flange to aline the semi-
cylindrical portions.

7. A dispensing container adapted for

dispensing interleaved paper napkins and
the like comprising a pair of matching hol-
low semi-cylindrical members hingedly con-
nected at one longitudinal edge and pro-
vided at each opposed longitudinal edge
with a longitudinally disposed recess, said
recesses being adapted to form a longitudi-
nal slot when said portions are closed to
form a cylinder; inwardly projecting
flanges arranged adjacent to each recess to
engage the longitudinal edges of, and there-
by retain in an arched position, an inter-
leaved paper napkin package; an outwardly
projecting flange arranged on the end edges
of each member, said outwardly projecting
flanges being arranged to lie one upon the
other when the semi-cylindrical portions are
closed, one flange on each end being pro-
vided with an aperture; a pin on each other
flange arranged to engage the aperture in

the opposite flange to aline the semi-cylin-

drical portions; and means pivotally con-
nected to one set of outwardly extending
flanges and adapted to engage the other set
to retain the semi-cylindrical portions in a
closed position.

8. A dispensing container adapted for
dispensing interleaved paper napkins and
the like comprising a pair of matching hol-
low semi-cylindrical members hingedly con-
nected at one longitudinal edge and pro-
vided at each opposed longitudinal edge
with a longitudinally disposed recess, said
recesses being adapted to form a longitudi-
nal slot when sald portions are closed to
form a cylinder; inwardly projecting
flanges arranged adjacent to each recess to
engage the longitudinal edges of, and there-
by retain in an arched position, an inter-
leaved paper napkin package; an outwardly
projecting flange arranged on the end edges
of each member, said outwardly projecting
flanges being arranged to lie one upon the
other when the semi-cylindrical portions are
closed; one flange on each end being pro-
vided with an aperture; a pin on each other
flange arranged to engage the aperture in
the opposite flange to aline the semi-cylin-
drical portions; and alatch pivotally mount-
ed upon the outwardly projecting flanges
of one portion and arranged to engage the
flanges of the other member to retain said
portions in a closed position.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my sig-

nature.
WILLIAM T. LAZAR. A
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