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In explosive caps into the clearance spaces
of which retarding tablets or retarding
bodies are forced, there arises the possibility,
in fuze bodies, the central bores of which
5 take the retarding means, are forced into the
clearance spaces of the explosive caps, that
premature ignitions may occur, owing to
inadvertence in handling the caps. ’

The present invention removes this danger
by manufacturing the explosive caps with
retardation means consisting of a single
metal tube or other suitable device in such a
way that the bores in the various parts of
the tube correspond in size to the individual
charges. The retarding body is first forced
into the smaller bore of the sleeve, then the
initial priming or detonating composition is
applied, and then upon the latter, the sec-
ondary charge. The charge of the explo-
sive cap and the initial priming or detonat-
ing composition may however be applied
first, after which the retarding body is
forced into the smallest bore. In order to
protect these explosive caps against the pene-
5 tration of moisture, the bottom surface may
be protected by means of a coating of lac-
quer, or by affixing a small impermeable
plate or cover of paper, celluloid or the like.

In the drawing a preferred form of the
invention is illustrated by way of example in
elevation and section.

The metal sleeve ¢ contains the retarding
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body b, the initial priming or detonating
composition ¢ and the secondary charge d.

These explosive caps serve, in combination 35
with an electrical instantaneous fuze, as elec-
trical time fuzes for technical blasting pur-
poses. The regular expansion longitudi-
nally of the bores causes the regular distance
of the shots. A special advantage of the 40
new cap consists in the feature that on ac-
count of the effective enclosing of the in-
itial priming or detonating composition it
is possible to effect substantial economies in
the latter. Further this arrangement is 45
lucrative because the intial priming or de-.
tonating composition is protected against
rubbing and knocks.

Having now particularly described and
ascertained the nature of my said invention 50
and in what manner the same is to be per-
formed, I declare what I claim is:

An explosive cap consisting of a single
metal tube provided with a narrow bore for
receiving a retarding body, an intermediate 55
conical bore for recelving the initial priming
composition and a wide cylindrical bore for
receiving the secondary charge, the dimen-
sions of sald bores being adapted to the
quantities of the charges contained within 80
the cap.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.
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