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972,220.

Application filed March 8, 1909, Serial No. 481,967.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx O’DonocHUE, a
citizen of the United States, and residing at
Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Plant-
Benches for Hothouses, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, such as will enable
those skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to plant benches
for hot houses, conservatories and the like;
and the cbject thereof is to provide an im-
proved bench of this class composed of rein-
forced concrete and which may be of any
desired dimensions and ornamented in vari-
ous styles.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which the
separate parts of my improvement are de-
signated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which;

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a plant
bench made according to my invention,
and ;—Fig. 2 a transverse section on the line
2—2 of Fig. 1.

In the practice of my invention, in the
form of construction shown, I provide a
plurality of concrete side posts o any desired
number of which may be employed, together
with a plurality of corner posts & which are
curved or segmental in cross section, and
said posts are adapted to be set into the
ground as clearly shown at ¢ in Figs. 1
and 2.

The posts ¢ and & are composed of con-
crete reinforced by steel rods or other rein-
forcing material as indicated at ¢* in Fig.
2, and said posts ¢ and b are provided at
the tops thereof with reduced upwardly di-
rected members or extensions ¢ and 0? re-
spectively, and the upwardly directed exten-
stons a* and b2 of the posts @ and b form at
the top portions of said posts laterally di-
rected shoulders «* and 5* on which are
placed horizontal top side plates or bars d
and horizontal top end plates or bars e, and
the plates or bars ¢ and e are connected with
the upwardly directed extensions ¢® and b2 of
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the posts ¢ and b by a tongue and groove
construction as shown at /.

The side plates or bars d and the end
plates or bars ¢ are provided at their bot-
tom inner edges with inwardly directed
ledges g, and at the tops of the posts ¢ and
b are similar ledges ¢2, and placed trans-
versely in the top of the frame work formed
by the posts ¢ and b and the horizontal top
plates, bars or members d and ¢ are trans-
verse floor plates A which are reinforced as
shown at A%, and the top plates, bars or mem-
bers ¢ and e are also reinforced as shown
at A%

The floor plates % are preferably provided
with perforations A* in the usual manner,
and in practice the top portion of the bench
is filled in with earth as shown at ¢ and the
plants or plant seeds are placed therein, or
1f desired the bench formed in the manner
shown and described may serve as a support
for potted plants only.

The posts ¢ and b may also be bound to-
gether transversely or otherwise by tie rods
or devices j, and the various parts of my
improved bench with the exception of the
floor plates £ may be provided in the opera-
tion of casting or molding the same with
any desired form of ornamentation or con-
figuration ; and various changes in and modi-
fications of the construction and form of the
bench, as herein shown and described, may
be made, within the scope of the appended
claims, without departing from the spirit
of my invention or sacrificing its advantages.

Having fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

A bench for hot houses, conservatories and
the like consisting of posts the tops of which
are provided with upwardly directed exten-

‘sions at the bottoms of which are laterally

directed shoulders, top, side and end plates
placed on said shoulders between the up-
wardly directed extensions iof said posts
and connected with said extensions by a
tongue and groove construction, the inner
sides of said posts and said top, side and
end plates being provided with inwardly
directed ledges or projections below the tops
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thereof, and transverse floor plates placed | presence of the subscribing itnesses this
on said'ledggs or projections, said posts, the | 6th day of March, 1909.
top, side and end plates and the transverse 70 TV -‘
floor plates being all composed of reinforced JORN O’DONOGHUE.
5 concrete. . " Witnesses:
In testimony that I claim the foregoing C. E. MuLreaxy,
ds my inventlon I have signed my name in H. R. Cax¥re.



