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“Spoon”

Introduction

This invention relates to hand held implements generally, and in particular to a
spoon for infants.

When first learning to feed themselves infants often have difficulty using spoons. In
particular, gripping the spoon can cause problems. Also, infants tend to have
difficulty in orienting the spoon correctly to pick up food and often end up merely
pushing the food around the plate. Further, until the infant learns to keep the spoon
level, very often food will slide off the spoon as the infant lifts the spoon from the

plate up to their mouth, which can be very frustrating for the infant.

Many disabled and elderly people also have difficulty in gripping cutlery and other
implements due to the weakness of their grip.

The present invention is directed towards overcoming these problems.

It is known from GB 2442556 to provide an eating utensil formed substantially of
rubber having a handle with a supporting portion having a number of slots to
provide fork-like qualities, but at the same time, leaving no sharp parts in order to
be safe for use by a small child. JP 2004249042 discloses a spoon or fork for an
infant having grooves in the handle to facilitate gripping by an infant. WO
2011/123491 discloses a helper utensil, such as a spoon, with a handle which can
be held simultaneously by a child and an adult to guide the child when feeding.

Summary of the invention

According to the invention there is provided a spoon including a head portion
mounted on a handle, the handle incorporating a finger grip element.
Advantageously, this allows a user to more easily and more securely grip the
handle.
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In one embodiment of the invention the handle comprises a handle frame defining

an opening within which is mounted the finger grip element.

The head portion may be any suitable shape, and may, in some cases, be generally
flat.

In another embodiment of the invention, the head portion has a spooning element
having a plurality of food retaining pockets. Thus it is easier to pick up and retain food
on the spoon.

In another embodiment the head portion has a head frame defining an opening within

which is mounted the spooning element.

in another embodiment, the head portion includes a lip-engaging protrusion.
Advantageously, this lip-engaging protrusion is designed to touch off the top lip at the
cupids bow and will stimulate the suck reflex. Thus, the spoon of the invention uses
the body’s natural developmental reflexes to further enable easy transition to self-
feeding, using primitive and postural reflexes.

In another embodiment, the lip-engaging protrusion is provided at an inner end of the
head portion.

In another embodiment, the lip-engaging protrusion is a mound at an inner end of the

spooning element.

In another embodiment, the head portion and the handle are formed by a unitary
skeletal frame having a first opening within which the finger grip element is mounted

and a second opening within which the spooning element is mounted.
In another embodiment, the skeletal frame comprises a figure eight configuration
having an elliptical handle frame and an elliptical head frame interconnected by a

narrowed neck portion.

In another embodiment, the handle frame and the head frame are coplanar.
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In another embodiment, the finger grip element has a plurality of spaced-apart finger
grip holes. These conveniently facilitate securely gripping the handle.

In another embodiment, the finger grip holes are circular. It will be appreciated that

holes of other shapes may be provided in alternative embodiments of the invention.

In another embodiment, peripheral edges of the finger grip holes are curved or
chamfered.

In another embodiment, finger grip holes of different size are provided on the finger
grip element.

In another embodiment, the finger grip element extends outwardly of the handle
frame.

In another embodiment, a number of scalloped finger receiving grooves are provided
in the finger grip element.

In another embodiment, each finger grip hole has an associated finger receiving
groove aligned therewith.

In another embodiment, the finger grip element includes a message panel.

In a further embodiment, mounting bands at outer sides of the finger grip element
engage in complementary grooves in the handle frame to stretch the finger grip
element on the handle frame.

In another embodiment, the opening in the handle frame is oval.

In another embodiment, the finger grip element comprises a resiliently deformable
material.

In another embodiment, the finger grip element comprises silicone or a similar rubber-
like material.
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In another embodiment, the handle frame comprises a stiff but flexible material.

Preferably the handle frame comprises a plastics material.

In another embodiment food retaining pockets are provided on opposite sides of the

spooning element. This makes it easier for the infant to pick up food with the spoon.

In another embodiment, peripheral edges of the food retaining pockets are curved or
chamfered.

In another embodiment, a number of food retaining pockets of different size are
provided.

in a further embodiment, mounting bands at outer sides of the spooning element
engage in complementary grooves in the head frame to mount the spooning element
on the head frame.

In another embodiment, the spooning element projects outwardly of the head frame.

In another embodiment, the opening in the head frame is oval.

in a further embodiment, the head frame comprises a stiff but flexible material.

In another embodiment, the head frame comprises a plastics material.

In another embodiment, the handle frame and the head frame are integral.

In another embodiment, the spooning element comprises a resiliently deformable
material.

In another embodiment, the spooning element comprises silicone or a similar rubber-
like material.

In another aspect the invention provides a spoon including a head potion mounted
on a handle, the head portion having a spooning element having a plurality of food
retaining pockets.
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In another embodiment the head portion has a head frame defining an opening within

which is mounted the spooning element.
In another aspect, the invention provides a spoon including a head portion mounted
on a handle, the head portion having a lip-engaging protrusion at an inner end of the

head portion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

The invention will be more clearly understood by the following description of some
embodiments thereof, given by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a spoon according to the invention;

Fig. 2 is another perspective view of the spoon;

Fig. 3 is a further perspective view of the spoon;

Fig. 4 is an elevational view of the spoon;

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the spoon;

Fig. 6 is another side elevational view of the spoon;

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the spoon; and

Fig. 8 is an underneath plan view of the spoon.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments

Referring to the drawings, there is provided a spoon according to the invention
indicated generally by the reference numeral 1. The spoon 1 comprises a head portion

2 mounted on a handle 3. The handle 3 comprises a handle frame 4 defining an
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opening 5 within which is mounted a finger grip element 6. Similarly, the head portion
2 has a head frame 8 defining an opening 9 within which is mounted a spooning
element 10 having a plurality of food-retaining pockets 11, 12.

The handle frame 4 and head frame 8 are integral and are formed of a stiff but flexible
plastics material. That is it will bend and flex. The head portion 2 and the handle 3
form a unitary skeletal frame 7 having a first opening 5 within which the finger grip
element 6 is mounted and a second opening 9 within which the spooning element 10
is mounted. The skeletal frame 7 comprises a figure eight configuration having an
elliptical handie frame 4 and an elliptical head frame 8 interconnected by a narrowed
neck portion 15. The handle frame 4 and the head frame 8 are coplanar.

Both the opening 5 in the handle frame 4 and the opening 9 in the head frame 8 have
a generally oval shape. A plurality of spaced-apart finger grip holes 14 are provided in
the finger grip element 6 and extend through the finger grip element 6. These finger
grip holes 14 may be provided in a range of sizes as shown and conveniently may be
generally circular with chamfered peripheral edges 16. The finger grip holes 14 can of
course be provided in any desirable shape.

A plurality of spaced-apart mounting bands 18 at outer sides of the finger grip element
6 engage within complementary grooves 19 spaced around the handle frame 4 to
stretch the finger grip element 6 on the handle frame 4 and secure the finger grip
element 6 to the handle frame 4.

It will be noted, particularly from Figs. 5 and 6 that the finger grip element 6 extends
outwardly of the handle frame 4 at opposite sides of the handle frame 4. A number of
scalloped finger receiving grooves 20 are provided in the finger grip element 6. Each
finger grip hole 14 has an associated finger receiving groove 20 aligned therewith.
The finger receiving grooves 20 further assist in gripping the handle 3 securely and
naturally feed fingers to the finger grip holes 14.

A message panel 21 may be provided on the finger grip element 6 for reception of

indicia relating to the name of the product, or an advertising message.

The finger grip element 6 preferably comprises a resiliently deformable material such



10

15

20

25

30

35

-7-

as silicone or a similar rubber-like material.

A plurality of separate food retaining pockets 11, 12 of different shape and size are
provided on the spooning element 10. Some of the pockets 12 are formed within the
material of the spooning element 10 and other pockets 11 are formed at edge portions
of the spooning element 10 which cooperate with the head frame 8 to define the
pockets 11. Food retaining pockets 11, 12 are provided on opposite sides of the
spooning element 10. It will be noted particularly from Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 that the
spooning element 10 projects outwardly at opposite sides of the head frame 8.

It will be noted that at an inner end of the spooning element 10, there may be provided
a lip-engaging protrusion or mound 13. As best seen in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, the lip-
engaging mound 13 is provided on opposite sides of the spooning element 10 so that
whichever orientation the infant holds the spoon 1, as the head portion 2 is inserted
into the infant’s mouth, a lip-engaging mound 13 will touch off the top lip of the infant at
the cupid’s bow to stimulate the suck reflex.

Mounting bands 22 at outer sides of the spooning element 10 engage in
complementary grooves 23 spaced around the head frame 8 to mount the spooning
element 10 on the head frame 8. The head frame 8 is integral with the handle frame 4

and likewise comprises a stiff but flexible plastics material.

in use, an infant can more easily and securely grip and hold the spoon 1 by inserting
their fingers into the finger receiving grooves 20 and through the finger grip holes 14 in
the handle 3. The spoon 1 can be used in the usual fashion so that the infant can feed
themselves. In this case the separate pockets 11, 12 in the head portion 2 help to
retain food material and stop it slipping off the head portion 2 before the infant has
time to insert the head portion 2 into their mouth. Also, providing food retaining
pockets 11, 12 on opposite sides of the head portion 2 makes it easier for the infant to
pick up food from a plate.

It will be noted that all edges of the various spoon components are rounded and
smooth for comfort. The mesh construction of the finger grip element 6 with a plurality
of finger grip holes 14 and finger receiving grooves 20 conveniently facilitates an infant
in securely gripping the handle 3 of the spoon 1.
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Further, by selecting appropriate materials for the head portion and handle, this can
provide great flexibility of the various components in a variety of directions. Various
materials could be used for the frame 4, 7, 8, the finger grip element 6 and the
spooning element 10. Preferably, the finger grip element 6 and spooning element 10
are of softer material than the frame 4, 7, 8.

Any or all of the skeletal frame, the finger grip element and the spooning element

could be stiff or rigid, although some flexibility is preferable in each component.

While the spoon 1 of the invention has been described for use with infants to assist
them at feeding time, it is envisaged that a similar type of spoon, or indeed other
implements such as a knife and fork for example may be provided for other children or
adults who have difficulty in gripping conventional cutlery elements. Indeed the handle
arrangement may be usefully applied to a wide range of hand-held implements where

it is desirable to facilitate secure gripping of the handle.

The invention is not limited to the embodiments hereinbefore described which may be

varied in both construction and detail within the scope of the appended claims.
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CLAIMS

A spoon including a head portion mounted on a handle, the handle
incorporating a finger grip element, wherein the handle comprises a handle

frame defining an opening within which is mounted the finger grip element.

The spoon as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the head portion has a spooning

element having a plurality of food retaining pockets.

The spoon as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the head portion

includes a lip-engaging protrusion at an inner end of the head portion.

The spoon as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the head portion and
the handle are formed by a unitary skeletal frame having a first opening within
which the finger grip element is mounted and a second opening within which
the spooning element is mounted, the skeletal frame comprising a figure eight
configuration having an elliptical handle frame and an elliptical head frame

interconnected by a narrowed neck portion.

The spoon as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the finger grip element

has a plurality of spaced-apart finger grip holes.
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