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3,125,593 
MOVABLE PARTITION SYSTEMS 

Donald A. Brown, Westlake, and Lucier R. Downing, Sr., 
Sheffield Lake, Ohio, assignors to Dona Products incor 
Grated, Westlake, Ohio, a corporation of Ohio 

Fied an. 12, 1962, Ser. No. 65,834 
8 Claims. (C.189-34) 

This invention relates generally to improvements in 
movable partition systems and more particularly to an 
improved self-supporting frame for releasably supporting 
a panel to provide a movable partition. 

in conventional movable partition systems the panel 
Supporting frame is assembled by fastening a plurality of 
frame members in Supporting relation to each other and 
to the panel. The load is distributed over all of the frame 
members and prevents independent removal of individual 
frame members or panels without dismantling the frame. 
The conventional frame is not self-supporting and re 
quires independent fastening devices for assembly and 
disassembly. As a consequence, assembly and disassem 
bly is a complex and time-consuming task and the cost 
of the partition is increased by the fastening devices re 
quired. 

Briefly, in accordance with this invention, the cost of 
the partition and the complexity and time for assembly 
and disassembly are materially reduced by providing a 
Self-supporting frame which can be readily assembled 
without independent fastening devices by means of re 
leasable interlocking portions. The panels are freely 
Supported by integral portions on opposed frame mem 
bers which readily release the panels upon removal of 
one of such opposed frame members from the assembled 
frame. The removable panel supporting frame member 
carries extensible portions which releasably interlock with 
transversely disposed opposed frame members. As a re 
Sult, none of the frame members is required to support 
or distribute any load except the panels which form the 
movable partition. The removable frame member can 
be multiplied successively along a multiple panel parti 
tion and permit selective assembly and disassembly of 
any panel set of the multiple panel partition. 

in the annexed drawings there is shown a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention which for exemplary 
purposes is adapted to be employed as a wall extending 
from the ceiling to the floor. While it is shown in the 
preferred embodiment as a double wall, it is to be under 
stood that the principles of this invention may be em 
ployed as well with single panel wall or partition mem 
bers as well as double wall or partition members. Also, 
while the wall members shown in the annexed drawings 
have frame members which are affixed, respectively, to 
the ceiling and to the floor, it is to be understood that the 
principles of the present invention are applicable as well 
to "rail high' partition members which extend only a 
portion of the distance from the floor to the ceiling. 

in the annexed drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary, partially cut-away movable 

partition system in accordance with the present invention; 
F.G. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 2-2 

of FIG.1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the movable parti 

tion of FIG. 1 taken on the line 3-3 thereof; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a partially 

assembled movable wall partition in accordance with the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, partially cut-away, perspec 
tive view, of certain components of a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

FiG. 6 is a fragmentary, perspective view of certain 
other components of a preferred embodiment of the pres 
ent invention, 
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FIG. 7 is a fragmentary, partially cut-away and ex 

ploded perspective view of components of a modification 
of a movable partition system in accordance with the 
present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary, partially cut-away, perspec 
tive view of components of another modification in ac 
cordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 9 is a pian view of one of the frame members of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of the frame member 
of FG. 9 taken on the line 10-0 thereof; and 

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary, partially cut-away and sec 
tioned, perspective view of components useful in accord 
ance with the present invention. 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 1, there is 
here shown in elevation a fragmentary, partially cut-away 
view, of a section of a movable wall partition system em 
bodying the principles of the present invention. Accord 
ingly, there is provided a double wall movable partition 
System composed of a plurality of front panel members 
is and E which may be of any convenient prefabricated 
material Such as "dry-wall,” plaster board, opaque or 
translucent plastic, plywood veneer, or the like. Back 
panels 2 and 3 (FIG. 2) may be of the same or differ 
ent composition as front panels 8 and E. Panels 10, 
il, 2 and 3 may be cut to any desired height or width, 
and in the embodiment shown in FGS. 1, 2 and 3, a con 
Venient width is 24 inches, and the height is conveniently 
the distance between the ceiling and the floor diminished 
by the height of an electric raceway 4 and the thickness 
of retaining metal parts as hereinafter described. 

Secured to a fixed support, e.g. the ceiling, there is pro 
vided a frame member 16 which is conveniently a chan 
nel, the marginal edges of which have been bent to form 
flanges 17 and 18. At convenient intervals longitudinally 
of the channel 6, tongues 19 may beformed, as by punch 
ing, to provide means receptive to a fastener such as screw 
20 for fixing the channel 6 to the ceiling. Disposed in 
vertically spaced parallel relation from the frame member 
16 is a second frame member 22 having a similar geomet 
ric configuration to the channel or frame member 16. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, frame 
member 22 is fixedly supported by spacer 23, which is in 
turn fixedly supported by channel 24 which is convenient 
ly Secured to the floor 25 by any convenient fastening 
means such as screw 26. By so relating frame member 22 
and channel 24, there is provided an electrical raceway 14 
for the inclusion of electrical wiring, outlets, etc. For 
many purposes, frame member 22 may be affixed directly 
to the floor without the provision of the intermediate elec 
trical raceway, the means of attachment to such floor be 
ing Substantially identical with that shown for frame 
member 16. t 

In order to provide vertical support for the panels, for 
example front and back panels AO and 12, there is pro 
vided a flanged panel support member 27 having upstand 
ing marginal flange portions 28 and 29 so adjusted and 
proportioned as to receive the lower edges of panels 10 
and 12 to prevent lateral displacement thereof. Support 
member 27 rests freely upon frame member 22, and is 
slidable relative to frame member 22. In order to pre 
Vent convergent movement of panels 10 and 12 at the low 
er marginal portions thereof, there is provided a spacer 
member in the form of a spreader clip 30 having displaced 
marginal flange portions 31 and 32 adapted to receive the 
lower edges of panels 10 and 2 separated by a web spac 
ing portion 33 therebetween. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the spacer member 3 has a dimension between the 
marginal edges of the depressed flange portions 31 and 32 
which is slightly greater than the web portion of the 
flanged panel support member 27 so as to be frictionally 
retained thereby. The combination of the panel support 
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member 27 and the spacer member 30 is such that they 
operatively coact to provide panel receiving grooves 
adapted to receive and retain the lower free edges of panel 
members 10 and 2 to prevent lateral displacement there 
of in the regions of such lower marginal edges. Panel 
members of different thicknesses are easily accommodated 
by adjusting the web spacing portion 33. It will be ob 
served also that panel members 16 and 12, for example, 
having different thicknesses may also be accommodated. 

Support members 27 have a length which is generally 
less than the corresponding dimension of a panel mem 
ber; being so proportioned to decoratively coact with the 
flange portion of a stud member 40 to the extent that it 
overlaps the panel member, e.g. panel member 10 as will 
be hereinafter described in greater detail. The outer Sur 
faces of upturned flange members 28 and 29 of Support 
member 27 may, in certain applications, be finished so as 
to provide in combination with the outer surface of panel 
members 10 and 12, for example, a completed decorative 
partition wall surface. In the embodiments shown in 
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, flanges 28 and 29 diverge slightly, and 
are thus able to receive and retain a metal base board or 
cover plate 34 on either side to cover the electrical race 
way 14. Cover plates 34 are part of the final trim, and 
are removed before the partition system is itself moved 
to occupy the position of the dotted lines shown in FiG. 2 
to allow for changing of panels 10 and 2, for example, or 
to initiate removal of the entire partition assembly. Such 
movement depends upon the relative slidability of Sup 
port member 27 over frame member 22. Spacer mem 
bers 30 may also conveniently be used at the upper mar 
ginal edges of panels 10 and 2 to restrain lateral con 
verging movement of the upper marginal portions of such 
panels. 
The exemplary wall partions of the present invention 

in addition to utilizing the first pair of frame members 16 
and 22 disposed in vertically spaced parallel relation also 
utilize a second pair of vertical frame members 40 and 
41 disposed in parallel spaced relation transverse to the 
first pair of frame members for coaction therewith to 
form a regular geometric frame assembly which is adapted 
to receive and rigidly support a panel member or mem 
bers therein. With reference to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the sec 
ond pair of frame members includes vertical stud mem 
bers 40 and 41 disposed in spaced parallel relation. 
FIGS. 9 and 10 show in greater detail such a stud member 
with features for releasably receiving and engaging op 
posite edges of a panel member, such as panel 10. 

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 9 and 10, there is 
provided a stud member of substantially "I' cross-section 
having an intermediate web portion 50 with transverse 
flange portions 5i and 52 along opposed marginal edges. 
The stud member shown in FIG. 9 and 10 is especially 
constructed to releasably receive and engage on each side 
one edge of each of two panel members, such as panels 
10 and 2, to form a double wall partition. In the em 
bodiment shown in the drawings, this is accomplished by 
forming from the web portion 50 a plurality of detents, 
e.g. 55, 56, 57 and 58. Such detents are formed in spaced 
parallel relation from the corresponding marginal flange 
portions 5 and 52 a distance at the web 50 which is 
substantially equal to the thickness of the corresponding 
edge of the panel or panels. In the preferred embodi 
ment shown in FIG. 9, the pair of detents 55 and 56 are 
struck in such a manner as to extend toward the viewer 
from the plane of the web 50, and the pair of detents 57 
and 58 are struck in the opposite direction away from the 
viewer. Thus, while alternate pairs of detents are de 
formed to opposite sides of the web 50 in the preferred 
embodiment shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, any suitable pat 
tern of deformation of the detents may be made to pro 
vide for releasable engagement of panel edges at both 
sides of the web portion 59. Each extremity of the web 
50 is cut-out as at 62 and 63 to receive and engage a cor 
aesponding frame member 16 and 22 respectively. 
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4. 
In order to facilitate movability of the partition section 

as shown by the dotted lines in FIG. 2, the detents in 
their preferred form are each further deformed towards 
their free extremities away from the corresponding flange 
portion to increase the spacing therebetween, as best 
shown in FIG. 10. The pair of detents 60 and 65 are 
here shown in diverging relation with respect to the cor 
responding adjacent flange portions and towards their re 
spective extremities. It has been found that such further 
deformation of the detents towards their extremities co 
acts with the corresponding panels to guide their edges 
into seating engagement against the web 50, and the resil 
iency of the detents aids not only in assembly of the par 
tition section but also permits wider displacement of the 
partition section from the normal plane of the partition 
as shown by the dotted lines in FIG. 2 without injury to 
the panel members. 

In the preferred embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, at least 
one of the second pair of frame members or studs 40 is 
provided with movable extensions 65 and 66 for releasa 
ble interlocking coaction with the first pair of frame 
members 6 and 22 as best shown in FGS. 5 and 6. For 
convenience, like reference numerals will be used in FIGS. 
5 and 6 to designate like parts appearing in FGS. 1, 2 and 
3 and it will further be understood that the extension 
member 66 is identical to the member 65 which will be 
hereinafter described in greater detail. 

Like the stud 40, the extension member 65 has a web 
portion 67 with marginal flange portions 68 and 69. The 
extension member 65 is slidably retained in the upper ex 
tremity of stud 40 by interlocking coaction between the 
flanges 68 and 69 thereof and reversely folded edges 70 
and 75 of flanges 5 and 52 respectively of stud 40. In 
the preferred embodiment shown, flanges 68 and 69 di 
verge slightly toward their free edges so that when inserted 
from the free upper extremity of stud 40 the diverging 
flanges 68 and 69 will be slightly compressed by flanges 
5 and 52 of the stud 49. 

Extension member 65 is also provided with a cut-out 
portion 72 in its web 67 defining legs 73 and 74 which 
are adapted to embrace frame member 16 and coact 
therewith when extended to restrain lateral movement of 
stud 40. When the extension members 65 and 66 are 
retracted, stud member 40 may be displaced laterally and 
disengaged from frame 16. A laterally displaced portion 
of the web 67 at the inner extremity of the cut-out portion 
72 coacts to limit extension of member 65 as well as to 
restrain lateral movement of stud 40 in the plane of the 
supported panels. Stop 75 may be reversely deformed 
from the position shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 so as to form 
an abutment for slidable member 65 against the corre 
sponding cut-out portion 62 or 63 (FIG. 9) in web 50. 
In such position, the stop member 75 will not only serve 
to limit the amount of extension of slidable member 65 by 
abutment against frame member 16, but will also limit the 
extent of retraction of slidable member 65 by abutment 
against web 58. In order to facilitate sliding of extension 
members 65 and 66, the flanges 68 and 69 may be pro 
vided with apertures 80 and 8 respectively to receive a 
nail or other such tool by which the person installing the 
partition system may readily release stud member 40 with 
respect to frame member 6. As hereinbefore noted, ex 
tension member 66 has the identical structure with exten 
sion member 65 and is slidably seated in the lower ex 
tremity of stud 4 for interlocking releasable engagement 
with frame member 22 in the same manner as described 
above with respect to extension member 65. 

FIGS. 4, 7, 8 and 11 illustrate various ways of en 
hancing the structural features of the present invention in 
order to achieve additional useful and decorative effects. 
FIG. 7 shows a borrowed light assembly: FIG. 8 shows 
a standard base and door jamb assembly; FIG. 11 shows 
the details of a preferred setting for a transparent member 
such as glass in an adaptor for coaction in a partition 
wall; and FIG. 4 illustrates the use of stud members of 



3,125, 193 

the type shown in FIG. 9 without the extension members 
65 and 66. 

Referring more particularly to FIG. 4, there is here 
shown a stud member 46(a) interlocked over frame men 
ber 22(a) and releasably retaining a panel member 10(a). 
In order to provide for retention of the baseboard member 
34(a), there is conveniently provided a clip 32 of sub 
stantially L-shape over which the baseboard member 34(a) 
may be hooked for retention thereon. The arrangement 
of FIG. 4 may be employed to provide a fixed section or 
sections in a wall partition system. 
FIG. 7 shows a modification of the structures of the 

present invention to accommodate transparent panels. 
There is here provided a stud member 46(b) releasably 
retaining panels it)(b) and 52(b). At a convenient level, 
another frame member 82 having the same configuration 
as stud member 40, has been disposed along the upper 
edges of the panels at right angles to stud member 40(b). 
Superimposed over the exposed web portions 83 and 50 
of members 82 and 4(b) respectively, are glazing mold 
ing members 84 and 85 each having the same cross-sec 
tional configuration. Molding 84 is thus provided with a 
web portion 86 having a grouting receiving groove 87 
formed integrally therein. The marginal edges of the 
molding 84 have been deformed to provide marginal 
flanges 88 and 89 (FIG. 11). Flanges 88 and 89 are 
preferably provided with reversely folded portions 99 
and 95, respectively, which are adapted to be snapped 
under and retained by the reversely folded edges of fange 
portions 5(b) and 52(b). Groove 87 is, as indicated 
above, adapted to receive and retain grouting, different 
forms of which are shown in FIGS. 7 and 11. 

In FIG. 7, the plastic grouting is composed of a pair 
of similarly shaped extruded plastic members 93 and 94, 
each of which has a land or shoulder 95 adapted to serve 
as a seat for the edge of a glass panel 96. Grouting mem 
bers 94 and 93 have a generally L-shaped cross-sectional 
configuration, and are so proportioned with respect to the 
groove 87 and the thickness of the glass panel 96 that 
when in assembled condition, the thickness of the glass 
panel 96 is such as to exert compressive forces on grout 
ing members 93 and 94 thereby insuring strong frictional 
retention of the assembly by the groove 87. 

Vertical stud 40 (d) is provided with an extensible 
member 67(a) of similar web and flange construction 
to member 67 with the exception that it is provided 
with a web flange 75(a) for seating against and bolting 
to web 83 instead of a cut-out portion 72 and legs 73 
and 74 as shown in FIG. 5. 

In FIG. 11, a different form of plastic grouting is 
shown wherein the respective pair of grouting members 
have different cross-sectional configuration, but which 
coact together and with the glass panel 96(a) to fixedly 
retain the glass panel 96(a) in the groove 87. The in 
terlocking grouting assembly is composed of a first ex 
truded plastic grouting member 168 having a web 6, 
a glass engaging flange 02 formed from one marginal 
edge of said web 05, a groove engaging flange 83 
formed at an opposed marginal edge of said web 109, 
a longitudinal shoulder 164 parallel to said opposed mar 
ginal flanges 1692 and 503, and an intermediately dis 
posed flange member 105. Intermediate flange 65, which 
is also disposed in parallel spaced relationship with re 
spect to flanges 102 and 103, is provided on one surface 
thereof with a longitudinal ridge 66 which is adapted 
to engage in interlocking relationship with a corres 
ponding ridge 67 formed on the flange 08 of the co 
acting grouting member 109. Coacting grouting mem 
ber 109 is also an extruded plastic material having a gen 
erally C-shape and comprising a web portion 10, mar 
ginal boundaries of which have been bent to form op 
posed parallel spaced flanges E1 and 08. Flange 1: 
is adapted to engage the opposite side of glass panel 
96(a) in clamping relationship with flange 02 of grout 
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6 
ing member 100. When glass panel 96(a) is in posi 
tion as shown in FIG. 11, the thickness of the glass 
panel 96(a) exerts a compressive force against the flanges 
102 and 11 which in turn further insures the stability 
of the interlocking relationship between ridges E06 and 
E67 above described. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 
11, the free edge of flange 103 may be bifurcated as 
shown at 112 to improve retention by the side wall 
of groove 87. 
As previously noted, FEG. 8 illustrates the manner in 

which the structures of the present invention may be 
employed to provide for a door or passage-way through 
the partition wall. Accordingly, there is shown a stud 
member 49(c) disposed against a generally U-shaped 
door jamb 128, the web portion 21 of which is pro 
vided with a shoulder 22 to form a stop for a door 
(not shown). Door jamb member 20 is conveniently 
affixed to stud member 40 by any suitable means such 
as a metal screw 23. Instead of a screw 123, the mem 
ber 20 may be affixed by folding over detents, e.g. 
detents 55 and 56 in FIG. 9 to engage and retain flanges 
124 thereunder. 
Assembly of the movable partition systems of the 

present invention is extremely simple and provides one 
of the major advantages of the system in reducing cost 
and time of installation. Installation of a movable par 
tition from ceiling to floor is easily accomplished by first 
installing frame members 6, 22 and 24 as shown in 
FIG. 1. Frame member 24 need not be used and frame 
member 22 may be bolted directly to the floor unless 
it is desired to include an electrical raceway 4. When 
parallel opposed frame members 16 and 22 have been 
placed, a terminal stud 41 is put into place. The ter 
minal stud may be like the stud shown in FIG. 9 or 
may carry extension members 65 and 66 which are posi 
tioned to interlock with frame members 16 and 22, re 
spectively. Thereafter, panel support members 27 is 
Superimposed upon frame member 22, and the desirable 
number of spaced members 30 seated therein in the 
manner hereinbefore described. Panel members 10 and 
12 are then placed in position in the assembly and addi 
tional spacer members 30 disposed along with the upper 
marginal edges of the panels 10 and 12. Panels 10 and 
52 are then seated against the web portion of stud 41, 
being guided into proper position by means of detents 
55 and 56. At this stage of assembly, the double wall 
partition, comprised of panels 0 and 12 resting in Sup 
port member 27, may be rotated through a few degrees 
as shown by the dotted lines in FIG. 2 to displace the 
assembly from the ultimate wall line which the partition 
is to follow. This is convenient in the final assembly 
of the closing partition section and enables the preserva 
tion of a completely uniform and decorative wall surface 
Without special treatment to accommodate the extremi 
ties of a partition section. 

Stud member 40 may then be emplaced and seated 
against the free vertical edges of panels 0 and E2, re 
spectively. Extension members 65 and 66 are retained 
in their retracted position until stud member 40 has been 
properly located between frame members 6 and 22, 
at which time, by means of a suitable tool, the extension 
members 65 and 66 are extended to embrace frame 
members 6 and 22. This operation is repeated until a 
multiple section partition wall is completed; use being 
made of the removable feature of the panel panel mem 
bers in order to secure the final enclosure of the parti 
tion section. When the panels and stud members are 
all in place, final trim members 34 and 42 may be added 
to complete the partition wall systems as best shown 
in F.G. 1. 
AS indicated above, the partition wall system of the 

present invention need not be used solely for the pur 
pose of dividing a given area, but may be used also as 
a wall finishing system. For example, it may be era 
ployed as a Wall finishing system for a recreation room 
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where the original wall surface is concrete block, brick 
or other material of construction normally found in the 
basement of a family residence. In such event, it is 
not necessary to use a pair of panels 10 and 2, only 
one such surface being necessary. It should also be 
pointed out that the positioning of the detents need 
not be precisely that which is shown in FIG. 9. In 
stead of having transversely aligned pairs of detents as 
shown in FIG. 9, the detents may appear in staggered 
relation, such as by the utilization of detents 55 and 58 
and the omission of detents 56 and 57. While it is 
desirable that the detents shall be alternately deformed 
to opposite sides of the web 58, in the case of a terminal 
stud member the detents may all be deformed to the 
same side of the web 50. Likewise, where only a single 
panel is to be used, a line of detents along the vertical 
line detents 55 and 57 of FG, 9 may be used, and de 
tents in the position shown for detents 56 and 58 of 
FIG. 9 are entirely omitted. 
When it is desired to remove the wall or partition 

system of the present invention, the process of assen 
bly is merely reversed, and since for most purposes there 
are no nails, bolts or the like holding the parts together, 
disassembly is very quickly effected without damage So 
that the same parts can be reused in reassembly of the 
partition system at a new location. This is accomplished 
by retracting the extension members 65 and 66 on the 
stud 40 in FIG. 1 and removing the stud 40 from the 
assembly; followed by removal of the panels and other 
parts. If desired, sections of a continuous partition wall 
system may be selectively removed to form doorways or 
to be replaced by another section. 

Other modes of applying the principle of this inven 
tion may be employed instead of those specifically set 
forth above, changes being made as regards the details 
herein disclosed provided the elements set forth in any of 
the following claims, or the equivalent of Such be em 
ployed. 

It is, therefore, particularly pointed out and distinctly 
claimed as the invention: 

1. In a movable partition system having a pair of frame 
members disposed in spaced parallel relation, a Second 
pair of frame members disposed in parallel spaced rela 
tion transverse to said first pair of frame members and 
coacting therewith to form a regular geometric frame 
assembly adapted to receive and removably support a 
panel member therein, the improvement wherein each of 
said second pair of frame members includes a Web hav 
ing bilaterally extending flange portions along at least 
one marginal edge and having integral means for releas 
ably receiving and engaging opposite edges of Said panel 
member, respectively, and means slidably carried at at 
least one extremity of Said each of said second pair of 
frame members for releasable interlocking coaction with 
the adjacent member of said first pair of frame members, 
said movable interlocking means including a member hav 
ing a web including a cut-out portion of the web adapted 
to receive and engage the adjacent frame member of 
said first pair of frame members and coacting when ex 
tended to restrain movement transverse to the plane of 
said partition and when retracted to permit moverinent 
transverse to said plane. 

2. The movable partition system of claim 1 wherein 
said releasable panel engaging means includes integral 
resilient detent means formed from said webs in spaced 
relation to each other along a line parallel to the fiange 
portions and spaced therefrom a distance at the web sub 
stantially equal to the thickness of a panel member, each 
said detent means being deformed towards its extremity 
away from the adjacent flange portion to increase the 
spacing therebetween and thereby coact resiliently to 
guide the edge of a panel into seating engagement against 
the web. 

3. In a movable partition system having a pair of 
frame members disposed in spaced parallel relation, a 
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8 
second pair of frame members disposed in spaced parallel 
relation transverse to said first pair of frame members 
and coacting therewith to form a regular geometric frame 
assembly adapted to receive and support a pair of panels 
in spaced parallel planes therein, the improvement which 
comprises each of said second pair of frame members in 
cluding a web having parallel bilaterally extending fange 
portions along opposite marginal edges of the Web and 
having integral means for releasably receiving and en 
gaging opposite edges of each of said panel members, re 
spectively, the panel engaging means on each of Said Sec 
ond pair of frame members being spaced apart transverse 
to the plane of said panels to maintain said panels in 
spaced relation, and means slidably carried at each ex 
tremity of said at least one of said second pair of frame 
members for releasable interlocking coaction with the 
corresponding members of said first pair, each of said 
slidable interlocking means including a member having 
a web including a cut-out portion of the Web adapted to 
receive and engage the adjacent frame member of Said 
first pair of frame members and coacting when extended 
to restrain movement out of the plane of the partition 
and to provide a rigid panel Supporting frame adapted to 
be movable disassembled upon release of said movable 
interlocking means. 

4. The movable partition system of claim 3 wherein 
said releasable panel engaging means includes a plu 
rality of integral detent means formed from said webs 
each in spaced relation from each other along lines par 
allel to each of the corresponding flange portions and 
spaced therefrom a distance at the web substantially equal 
to the thickness of the corresponding panel, said detent 
means each being deformed towards their extremities 
away from the corresponding flange portions to increase 
the spacing therebetween and thereby coact to guide the 
edge of the corresponding panel into seating engagement 
against the web. 

5. The movable partition system of claim 4 wherein 
said movable interlocking means includes a member hav 
ing a web with flange portions at the marginal edges 
slidably seated on each extremity of said at least one of 
said second pair of frame members, said slidable mem 
bers each having a cut-out portion of the Web adapted to 
receive and engage the corresponding members of said 
first pair of frame members and coacting when extended 
to restrain movement out of the plane of said portion and 
when retracted to permit removal of said at least one of 
said second pair of said frame members and the panels 
from the formerly rigid frame assembly. 

6. The movable partition system of claim 3 wherein 
said movable interlocking means includes a member slid 
ably carried at each extremity of said at least one of said 
Second pair of frame members and coacting when ex 
tended to restrain relative movement between said first 
pair of frame members and said at least one of said sec 
ond pair of frame members, and when retracted to per 
mit removal of said at least one of said second pair of 
frame members and the panels from the formerly rigid 
frame assembly. 

7. An extensible frame member for engaging and sup 
porting one edge of a panel in a rigid frame assembly 
comprising a main web portion having parallel bilaterally 
extending marginal flange portions each monolaterally 
extending parallel pair of which is adapted to coact as 
an abutment respectively for one side of a pair of panels 
disposed in spaced parallel planes, a plurality of indi 
vidual detent portions integrally formed from said web 
portion in Spaced relation from each other along a line 
parallel to each flange portion and spaced therefrom a 
distance substantially equal to the thickness of the corre 
sponding panel the detent portions adjacent each fange 
portion adapted to coact as resilient abutments respec 
tively for the other side of one of a pair of panels dis 
posed in spaced parallel planes, each of said detent por 
tions being deformed towards its extremity away from the 
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corresponding fange portion to increase the spacing there 
between and thereby coact to guide the edge of the corre 
sponding panel into seating engagement against the Web 
portion, separate complementary slidable interlocking 
frame members and including a web having a cut-out por 
tion of the web, and also including marginal flange por 
tions slidably seated in the main web portion at at least 
one extremity and adapted to form a telescopically slid 
able extension thereof, the flange portions on said main 
web portion having reversely bent edges for receiving and 
guiding the corresponding marginal flange portions on 
said separate frame members. 

8. The frame member of claim 7 wherein the web por 
tion of each separate complementary frame member is 
bent out of the plane of the web adjacent the innermost 
edge of said cut out portion to provide a laterally extend 
ing stop member to restrain movement relative to a com 
plementary frame member in a plane parallel to the 
plane of the web. 
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