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This invention relates to adjustable brackets 
for the support of articles adapted to be stacked 
One With respect to another in a container, Such 
for example, in the stacking of hats in a hat 
box So as to maintain the hats in spaced relation 
ship to each other and against shifting move 
ment in the box. More particularly, the inven 
tion deals with a supporting bracket comprising 
relatively sliding and adjustable parts so as to 
adapt a Single bracket to the Support of hatS 
of different sizes in a carton or container. 
The novel features of the invention Will be best 

understood from the following descriptions, when 
taken together with the accompanying drawing, 
in which certain embodiments of the invention 
are disclosed and, in which, the separate parts 
are designated by suitable reference characters 
in each of the views and, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view through a part of the 
container indicating the method of mounting and 
stacking two hats therein. X 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of one of the supporting 
brackets Which II employ on an enlarged Scale 
and indicating its attachment to the head band 
pOrtion of a hat. 

Fig. 3 is a Section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 
with the bracket detached; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective View of a, bracket de 
tached. 

In Fig. 1 of the drawing, I have indicated at 
0 the walls of a box or carton, in which a plu 

rality of hats, as, for example, at , are adapted 
to be mounted One above the other in Stacked 
relationship. Secured to opposed walls of the box 
0 at vertically Spaced intervals are inwardly 

extending loops 12 forming mountings for at 
taching a plurality of brackets i 3 therewith. 

In FigS. I and 2 of the drawing, the halts 4 
shown are in the form of men’s hats having 
sweat band portions 4 at inner ends of the 
brimS i 5 thereOf. 
The bracketS 3 comprise two relatively ad 

justable parts i 6 and I". The part i 6 comprises 
two spring arms 8 having longitudinally Spaced 
teeth or projections on outer Surfaces thereof, as 
at 9, and inner adjacent Surfaces of the arras 
include L-shaped eXtensions 2 forming chan 
nels 2 i for reception of the arms 22 of the part 
7, note Fig. 3. Outer edges of the arms 22 have, 

on one Surface thereof, tooth racks 23 adapted 
to engage the teeth i 9 of the arms 3 in adjust 
ing the parts i 6 and T one with respect to the 
Other. 
The L-shaped extensions 20 form finger pieces 

facilitating movement of the arms toWard each 
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other in adjusting the relative positions of the 
parts 6 and T. 
The arms f 8 are joined at their outer ends in . 

a, CrOSS-head 24 having angularly extending 
Spring gripper fingers 25 with socket portions 2 
therein. These gripper fingers are adapted to 
be Snapped into engagement with the supporting 
loops i 2 in retaining the brackets on the opposed 
walls of the boX e in the manner indicated in 
Fig. 1 Of the drawing. W 
The fingers 25, adjacent the recesses 26, have . 

shoulder portions 27 which are adapted to rest 
upon the Supporting loops 2 in support of the 
hat, as Will be apparent. 

EXtending at right angles from the part 7 in 
the Same direction as the extension of the fin 
gerS 23 or, in other words, substantially paralle 
ing said fingers is a curved plate 28. The plate 
28 has a large cut-out portion 29 within which 
is formed a tongue 30 having an enlarged end 
3 , note Fig. 4. "The tongue 36 is normally offset i 
t0 a Slight eXtent with respect to the plate 28 so 
aS tO facilitate insertion of the tongue 3 beneath 
the Sweat band i 4 in attachment of a hat with 
a pair of brackets, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 1 
of the diraWing. 
The plate 28 is preferably curved to a slight 

extent so as to fit within the curvature of the 
head band portion of the hat adjacent the Sweat 
band. 

In mounting hats upon the brackets i 3, the 
parts i of the brackets are adjusted to a posi 
tion to fit freely within the Sweat bands i and 
these bands fiex in Wardly to a Slight eXtent in 
attachinnent of the tOngues 30 thereWith and a, 
Slightly exaggerated Showing of this attachment 
is illustrated im Fig. 1 for Sake of clarity. It 
is desirable, however, that the brackets and par 
ticularly the tongue portions 30 do not interfere 
with or apply any oUtWard teinSiOn, upOn the 
crown of the hat or the portion 3 thereof adja 
cent the Sweat band Which might have a tend 
ency to disfigure the Shape Of the CrOWIn Or inter 
fere With the normal blocking thereof. 
With my improved construction, it Will be ap 

parent that hatS Of different head sizes can be 
MnOUnited in One boX or carton Or in different boXeS 
Or cartons as the case may be and, with my imm 
proved brackets, the hats will be naintained in 
Spaced relationship to each other, as well as 
against shifting in the carton. 

It will be apparent that a single bracket of 
the kind under consideration can be utilized for 
the Support of any desired number of hats one 
upOn the other in a carton or hat box and a 
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device of this type and kind can be utilized for 
the Support of other types and kinds of merchan 
dise, where it is desired to maintain a spaced 
relationship of the merchandise one With respect 
to the other, as well as a spaced relationship to 
the carton or container in which the same is 
arranged. 

Having fully described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent i S: 

1. An article Supporting bracket comprising 
two substantially L-shaped parts defined by 
angularly disposed portions, one angularly dis 
p?Sed portion of each part being substantially 
U-shaped in form and fitting one within and 
Sliidably engaging the other, interengaging teeth 
Spaced longitudinally of both of Said U-shaped 
portions for adjustably coupling the same in dif 
ferent positions of adjustment in controlling 
Spacing of the other angularly disposed portions, 
Said other angularly disposed portions of one 
part having means for engaging a support, the 
corresponding other portion of the other part 
haWing means for coupling an articie therewith, 
Said last named portion comprising an open 
work frame and a yieldable tongue within said 
frame, a bracket for Supporting hatS in spaced 
relationship to each other within a hat box and 
in Spaced relationiship to the walls of the box, 
Said bracket comprising a pair of L-shaped 
members, part of One member having opposed 
racks the teeth of which extend longitudinally 
of said member, the corresponding part of the 
other member comprising a pair of spring arms, 
each arm haWing Ongitudinally arranged teeth 
for adjustably engaging the teeth of said racks 
in adjusting the position of Said members one 
with respect to the other, and angularly dis 
posed portions of each member being provided 
One With means for engaging a Support On a hat 
box and the other with yieldable means for en 
gaging a hat. 
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2. A bracket of the character described, said 

bracket comprising a pair of relatively movable 
and adjustable members, one member having 
Spaced Opp0Sed racks with the teeth of said racks 
eXtending longitudinally of said member and 
facing inwardly toward each other, the other 
member comprising a pair of Spaced spring arms 
arranged in the plane of said racks, outer side 
edges of said arms having outwardly extending 
longitudinally arranged teeth for adjustably en 
gaging the opposed teeth of said racks in ad 
justing the position of said members one with 
reSpect to the other, and means retaining Said 
members against transverse displacement one 
With respect to the other. 

3. A bracket of the character described, said 
bracket comprising a pair of relatively movable 
and adjustable members, one member having 
Spaced opp?Sed racks with the teeth of Said racks 
eXtending longitudinally of said member, the 
other member comprising a pair of Spaced spring 
arms each arm having outwardly extending 
longitudinally arranged teeth for adjustably en 
gaging the Opposed teeth of Said racks in ad 
justing the position of Said members one with 
respect to the other, means retaining Said mem 
bers against transverse displacement one with 
respect to the other, and said means including 
a fingerpiece portion controlling adjustment of 
Said members one with respect to the other. 

JACOB R. JASON. 
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