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The present invention relates to tap dancing
devices affording dependable means for retaining
the tap onto the conventional shoe while present-
ing a dance performarce.

5 It has heretofore been the practice to perma-
nently attach the dancing tap onto the sole or
tip of a dancing shoe, thus necessitating a sub-
stantial alteration of the shoes and rendering
same impractical for other purposes, such as
ballet and acrobatic dancing. Permanently af-
fixed taps were secured to the shoe as by means of
screws or nails which, due to the excessive strain
during dancing, have become loosened and re-
sulted in an annoying condition to the dancer.
5 In view of the fact that tap dancing has become
highly specialized it is necessary for the dancer
in order to present a successful appearance, to
be able to proceed with the dance routine with-
out fear of the tap becoming loosened or dislodg-
ment of the screws or nails.

In view of such conditions it is the primary
object of this invention to provide a tap dancing
device readily adapted for attachment to the
usual shoe or a ballet and acrobatic dancing
- shoe, the same being attached in such manner
as to retain the attractive appearance of the
shoe and at the same time afford means for
rapidly removing the dancing tap.

Another object is to provide a device of this
character including an overshoe or sandal struc-
ture to the sole of which the tap is securely at-
tached as by being embedded in the material of
which the sole is fabricated or by securely rivet-
ing the tap thereto, thus obviating the chance of
the attachment means becoming loosened.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a novel form of dancing tap in association with
a.sandal structure for attachment to a shoe, the
assembled-arrangement effecting a hollow sound
o hox formation whereby to produce a distinctive

and- reverberating tap sound emanating from

the sound box.
The invention will be fully and comprehen-
sively understood from a consideration of the
.5 following detailed description when read in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing which
forms part of the application.

In the drawing:

g, 1 is a perspective view of a conventional

-3 or dancing shoe illustrating the manner of wear-
ing the tap dancing device thereon.

Fig. 2 is a bottom elevational view of the de-
tached tap dancing device apart from the shoe
and illustrating the arrangement of the taps
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Fig: 3 is a longitudinal section thru the de-
vice tdken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Fig: 4 i5 & perspective view of the toe tap apa,rt
from the device and illustrating the formation of
the upper surface to provide a sound box; and ;s

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 but illustrat-
ing the medial taép apart from the device.

Referring now to the drawing for a more de- .
tailed description thereof, it will be observed
that the tap dancing device comprises a sandal 10
or substantially open overshoe adapted for con-
venient attachment to a .comventional shoe. by
being slipped over the forward portion thereof, as
shown' in Fig. 1. The sandal is preferably
fapricated of an elastic material such ag rubber, T5
and is ‘shaped and proportioned to an. average
size of shoe so as to be adaptable for fitting on
shoes of all sizes. The mentioned sandal in-
cludes a sole structure 6 having at the forward
end & toe cap T and presenting at the remaining g,
periphery 2 projecting flange 8, the latter being
extended at the rvear portion of the sandal to
provide an arch strap 9. It will be noted that
the entire sandal, being formed as by molding,
presents ‘2 composite structure in which the
members 7, 8 and 8 are integral parts of the
sole 6.

To the forward part of the sandal sole 6 is
secured a toe tap 12 defining in outline substan-
tially the contour of the marginal edge of the
forward portion of the sandal sole and including
lateral rearwardly extending wings £8’. As illus-
trated in Tig. 4, the tap 10 includes a series-of
studs {1 projecting from the upper surface there-
of to provide means for attachment of the tap
to the sandal. The tap 19 is preferably formed
by casing a metallic material, in which instance
the studs [! are cast integral therewith. As
illustrated in Pig. 3, the studs ! are inserted in
corresponding holes in the sole € of the sandal
and are securely affixed therein by surroundmg
each stud 11 by a washer or burr 12 and there-
after heading over the end of the stud f1{.

As aforementioned, the toe tap 10 presents a
sound box arrangement in association with the
sole § of the sandal. Accordingly, the interme-
diate area I3 of the tap {8 at the upper surface
is recessed substantially from the marginal por-
tions 14 so that a substantial area of the tap 10
is spaced apart from the sandal sole 6 thus form-
ing a sound hox 15 therebetween. When the tap
i3 is affixed to the sandal sole 6 the sound box
{5 will cause a clear resonant sound which is
ordinarily difficult to receive from the present
type tap. As will be understood, the close rela-
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tion between the sole of the sandal and the tap 10
will confine the sound of the tap within the
chamber {5 thereby allowing the dancer to.cbtain
full benefit of the sound of the tap during the
dance routine. The taps at present in-use have a
tendency to loosen from the sole of the dancer’s
shoe thereby permitting the sound to escape thru
the countersunk holes of the taps.

The sound effect of the tap 10 is augmented by
a substantially elongated medial or repeat tap
{6 secured to the sandal sole in spaced relation to
the tap 10 and preferably at the metatarsal of the
sale 6 to extend across the same, but terminates
inwardly of the outer edges thereof. The re-
peat tap 1§ is enlarged inwardly of its ends to
provide convexly curved forwardly and rearward-
ly extending portions 15’, and the central point
of the forwardly convexly curved portion is lon-
gitudinally aligned substantially with the cen-
tral point of the edge defining the space be-
tween the wings 10’, to provide ample space be-
tween the taps 19 and (6, yet allowing for the
particular shape thereof, as shown, which is de-
sired in performing many steps in tap dancing.
It will be obvious that the repeat tap 18 affords
the dancer the opportunity of performing the
modern type dancing since he is able to execute
extra taps which are difficult to accomplish with-
out the use of the medial or repeat tap. The
tap I8 is attached to the sandal in a manner sim-
ilar to the attachment of the tap 10, the same
being provided with integral studs 17 for that
purpese. During tap dancing, the repeat tap 16
tends to augment the sound produced by the toe
tap 10 so as to render a rapid succession of tap-
ping sounds particularly effective in performing
the more spectacular steps known professionally
as the “cramp roll” and the “time step roll”.
Such steps are particularly difficult to execute
with the usual type dancing shoes primarily be-
cause of the absence of the repeat tap thereon.
Should the repeat tap be attached to the usual
shoe in the manner of attaching the present type
of tap, it is exceedingly uncomiortable to the
dancer. The pertion {6’ of the sandal shoe § is
preferably roughened so as to prevent the dancer
from slipping on the dancing surface in that the
dancer may bring that portion of the sandal sole
into contact with the dance floor.

The primary advantage of the tap dancing de-
vice herein described is had in view of the facility
with which the entire sandal including the taps
may be readily removed from the shoe, thus per-
mitting a quick change of the tap equipment
as required for example, in a dance of another
type. The elasticity of the rubber sandal also
permits the toe tap 16 to be urged rearwardly when
the dancer is executing a dance on the toes
thereby causing an extra tapping sound to emit
when the dancer moves the feet back to normal
position. This is caused by the rubber material
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contracting to its normal size thereby carrying
with it the tap. )

The herein described tap is also beneficial from
a health standpoint. As is well-known, during
the execution of a dance routine there is a tend-
ency for the feet of the dancer to perspire and
it quite frequently cccurs that the interior of
the shoe after a routine is exceedingly moist.
The dancer is therefore obliged to either possess

a number of pairs of shoes having taps thereon

or re-use shoes that have not sufficiently dried.
By the use of the herein described invention, the

-sandal may be attached to any pair of shoes

and transferred to other shoes in g minimum
amount of time,

It is to be understood that this improvement
is capable of extended application and is not
confined to the exact showing of the drawing
nor to the precise construction described and,
therefore, such changes and modifications may
be made therein as do not affect the spirit of
the invention nor exceed the scope thereof as
expressed in the appended claims.

‘What is claimed as new is:

1. A dancing sandal made from elastic material
for disposal cver a shoe to snugly fit the same
and comprising a sole of & length to extend from
the toe to the shank portion of the shoe sole,
said sandal sole having holes extending there-
through, means for securing the sandal to the
shoe, dancing taps mounted on the under surface
of the sandal sole, studs formed on the taps and
extending through the holes, a washer at and
surrounding the inner end of each hole and coun-
tersunk into the upper face of the sandal sole,
and said studs being headed onto said washers
for securing the taps to the sandal sole,

2. A dancing sandal made from elastic mate-
rial for disposal over a shoe to snugly fit the
same and comprising a sole of g length to ex-
tend from the toe to the shank portion of the shoe
sole, means for securing the sandal to the shoe,
a chambered toe tap shaped to fit the under sur-
face of the forward portion of the sandal sole
and fixed thereto, lateral rearwardly extending
diverging wings included in the toe tap, an elon-
gated tap fixed to the under surface of the sandal
sole in spaced relation to the toe tap and cooper-
ating therewith to produce tapping sounds when

the sandal is in use, said elongated tap extending :

across the metatarsal portion of the sandal sole
and having its ends terminating inwardly of the
outer edges thereof, and said elongated tap being
enlarged inwardly of its ends to provide con-

vexly curved forwardly and rearwardly extend- #:

ing portions and the central point of the forward-
ly convexly curved portion being longitudinally
aligned substantially with the central point of
the edge defining the space between the wings.
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