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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1, In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, claims 1-14, are directed to a tissue removal system wherein the distal sheath comprises at least one element that engages the
tip portion to couple the tip portion to the distal sheath.
Group |1, claims 15-22, are directed to a tissue removal system comprising a means for limiting shaft shaft movement.

The inventions listed as Groups I-1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical feature of Group | is wherein the distal sheath comprises at least one element that engages the tip portion to
couple the tip portion to the distal sheath; not required by the claims of Group Il. The special technical feature of Group |l is a means for
limiting movement by the inner shaft; not required by the claims of Group |.

The technical features shared between Groups | and Il fail to make a contribution over the prior art of WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.
(hereinafter "TO") as follows:

TO discloses a handheld housing, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.; Fig 5A-5B, 40A-40C, para [0059), "The housing 6 contains one
or more components configured to control the tissue removal assembly 8 and other optional features of the tissue removal device 2.",
[0060), [0123), "The handle housing 3530 may be ergonomically sized and shaped”, [0151)-[0154]);

an outer shaft comprising a distal portion and a proximal portion coupled to the handheld housing, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.;
Fig 5A-5B, 40A-40C, para [0059), "FIG. 5A depicts one embodiment of a tissue removal device 2, comprising an outer tube 4 coupled to
a housing 6", (0060}, [0149)-[0154]);

a distal sheath coupled to the distal portion of the outer shaft, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.; Fig 40A~40C, para [0149] "Tissue
removal assembly 4000 comprises a tubular member 4004 attached distally to the outer tube 4002", [0149)-[0153]).

a motor, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.; Fig 5A-5B, para [0059), "Optional components may include, but are not limited to, a
motor configured to rotate or move the tissue removal assembly®, [0060), [0151)-(0153));

an inner shaft coupled to the motor, wherein the inner shaft is located partially within the outer shaft and partially within the distal sheath,
(ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.; Fig 5A, 5B, 40A-40C, para [0085], "and an elongate drive member configured to mechanically
couple the motor to the tissue removal assembly®, [0086), [0087], (0148), "an inner tube 3944 that is affixed to the distal portion of an
outer tube 3950, a rotatable drive member 3942 in outer tube and extending through the inner tube...a motor may rotate the rotatable
drive member 3948, the rotatable cable shaft 3942", [0149]-[0153));

a tip portion coupled to a distal portion of the inner shaft, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1to To et al,;

Fig 40A-40C, para [0149], "a rotatable cable shaft 4010 attached distally to the rotatable drive member 4030, and an elongate member
as previously described and configured”, [0150] "shaft 4010 may comprise a distal tip 4018", [0151])-[0154]); and

an elongate member distally extending through a distal opening of the inner shaft, the elongate member having a retracted configuration
and an extended configuration, (ref. WO 2010/115134 A1 to To et al.; Fig 5A-6B, 40A-40D, para [0061] "The elongate member 202 has
a retracted configuration, shown in FIG. 5 A, and an extended configuration, shown in FIG. 5B...In some embodiments, transformation of
the elongate member 202 between configurations may include sliding its distal section 206 in or out of the distal opening 214, in addition
to or in lieu of movement between the proximal section 204 and the proximal opening 212", [0067] "the elongate member 202 may have
a retracted configuration and an extended configuration”, [0149] "a rotatable cable shaft 4010 attached distally to the rotatable drive
member 4030, and an elongate member as previously described and configured").

Accordingly, unity of invention is lacking under PCT Rule 13.1 because the inventions do not share a same or corresponding special
technical feature providing a contribution over the prior art.
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