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©  A  learning  pattern  is  classified  into  a  plurality  of 
patterns  by  a  classifying  means  (102).  The  result  of 
the  classification,  as  well  as  the  representative  fea- 
tures  quantity  calculated  by  a  representative  feature 
quantity  operating  unit  (103),  are  stored  in  a  dic- 
tionary  storing  unit  (104)  in  respective  regions.  Upon 
recognition,  after  feature  quantities  of  unknown  input 
patterns  are  extracted  from  a  feature  quantity  ex- 
tracting  unit  (101),  a  similarity  operating  unit  (105) 
arithmetically  operates  the  similarity  between  the 
input  pattern  and  respective  learning  patterns  for 
respective  regions.  The  point  accumulating  means 
(106)  searches  a  dictionary  storing  unit  (104)  and 
accumulates  points  corresponding  to  a  rank  for  re- 
spective  learning  patterns  included  in  class  having 
the  upper  rank  from  the  highest  to  a  lower  similarity 
for  respective  regions.  The  recognition  result  can- 
didate  outputting  unit  (107)  outputs  the  recognition 
result  candidate  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the 
higher  accumulated  point  for  the  learning  pattern. 
Therefore,  the  present  pattern  recognition  can  de- 
crease  the  memory  capacity  of  the  dictionary  and 
the  number  of  the  calculations. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  e:  tie  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|  —  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  presented  time  limit  The  present  £■-'■ All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescrifc-̂ d  time  limit  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  (or  all  claims. 

□  

□  

Onfy  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  cieims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  (or  the  first  ten  claims. 

I  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  o( 
invention  and  relates  to  several  Inventions  or  groups  of  Inventions, 
namery: 

See  S h e e t   B. 

■ĵ I  All  further  3e*/ch  lee*  have  been  paid  within  the  ftxed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has; 
been  drawn  up  (or  all  dakn*. 

|  —  |  Only  part  ot  the  further  search  lees  have  been  paid  within  the  teed  time  emit.  The  present  European  search- 
report  has-  been  drawn  up  (or  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  appocsdon  which  relate  to  the  inventions  In.-, 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid. 

namely  clalmsr 

|  |  None  of  the  further  se»rch  lees  has  been  paid  wrthtn  the  fixed  time  InVt_The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  lor  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  appa=dort  wnfch  reiate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  tn  the  claims. 

namely  claims: 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION  A  POSTERIORI 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

1.  Claims  1 - 8 , 1 6 :  
Two-s tage   p a t t e r n   r e c o g n i t i o n   a p p a r a t u s   / m e t h o d  
p a r t l y   c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  image  r e l a t e d   f e a t u r e s  

2.  Claims  9 - 1 5 , 1 7 , 1 8 :  
Two-s tage   p a t t e r n   r e c o g n i t i o n   a p p a r a t u s / m e t h o d ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d   by  speech  r e l a t e d   f e a t u r e s  
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