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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SIMON M. FoRT, of 

Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and in 
the State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Refrig 
erators; and do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawing making a part of this specifica 
tion, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device 
With the doors removed so as to show its in 
terior arrangement. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tion upon a line parallel to its front side; and 
Fig. 3 is a like view upon line acac of Fig. 2. 
Letters of like name and kind refer to like 

parts in each of the figures. 
As ordinarily constructed, no provision is 

made in refrigerators for the retention of the 
water produced by the melting of ice, which 
water, having a very low temperature, is per 
mitted to escape directly into an exterior ves 
sel or into a waste-water pipe, by which means 
a material loss in the cooling properties of the 
ice is caused. 
To remedy this defect is the main object of 

my invention, which consists principally in 
the employment of a waste - water reservoir 
within the refrigerator, substantially as and 
for the purpose hereinafter specified. It con 
sists, further, in the employment of remova 
ble sections arranged in the form of drawers, 
substantially as and for the purpose herein 
after shown. It consists, finally, in the de 
vice as a whole, when its several parts are con 
structed and combined to operate substan. 
tially as and for the purpose hereinafter set 
forth. 
In the annexed drawing, A and A represent 

the sides, B the bottom, C the top, D the rear, 
and E the front sides, of a refrigerator hav. 
ing, preferably, a rectangular form. At or 
near the transverse center of the refrigerator 
are placed two sets of slides or ways, F, which 
equally divide the space vertically, and have 
Such horizontal separation as may be requisite. 
Resting upon the slides F, and loosely filling 
the space between the same and the slides 
next above or the upper side of the refrigera 
tor, are drawers G and G', each of which is 
made open at its upper side, and provided with 

a projecting front, (), which extends over the 
contiguous portions of the front E, and forms 
a close joint between the latter and said drawer. 
Within the rear portion of each of the drawers 
G. and G', is provided a pipe, H, which ex 
tends vertically upward through the bottom 
to a point near the upper side of said drawer, 
and, being open at each end, furnishes a means 
Whereby the surplus fluid contents of said 
drawer may pass away whenever it reaches 
the level of the upper end of said pipe, the 
overflow from the upper drawer passing into 
the lower drawer, while from the latter the 
overflow passes into a space, I, at the bottom 
of the refrigerator, and from thence escapes 
through a Waste-pipe, K. Within the refrig 
erator and at its vertical center is secured a 
shelf, L, which extends from one side slightly 
downward to a point beneath the transverse 
center of the upper drawer, and from thence 
at a corresponding angle upward to or slightly 
beyond the outer side of the same, the ob 
ject of said shelf being to furnish a support 
for the ice employed. A number of openings, 
l, are provided within the lowest portion of 
the shelf I, so as to permit the Water result 
ing from the melting of the ice to pass into 
the lower drawer. A shield-plate, M, placed 
between the upper drawer and the ice-com 
partment, prevents such contact between the 
ice and said drawer as to impede the move 
ments of the latter. 
The device is now complete, with exception 

of doors for inclosing the front openings, and 
possesses the following-named advantages: 
The lower compartment or drawer receives 
and contains a large body of Water which 
possesses a temperature but slightly above 
the freezing-point, and aids materially in se 
Curing and maintaining a low temperature 
Within the refrigerator. By providing each 
drawer with a faucet, G', they may be used 
for containing water for drinking purposes; 
or, if desired, the upper of said drawers may 
be employed for the reception of any articles 
which it may be desired to cool. By giving 
to the compartments G and G the form of 
drawers, they can be readily removed from 
the refrigerator whenever it becomes necess 
sary to cleanse them, or for the purpose of in 
serting within or removing their contents. Al 
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though the removable compartments are, pref. 
erably, constructed and arranged to contain 
water, they may be employed for any other 
purpose, and may occupy any desired position 
within the refrigerator. If desired, the open 
ings through which the drawer-compartments 
are placed within the refrigerator may be pro 
vided with doors, so as to enable them to be 
inclosed when said compartments are with 
drawn. 
Having thus fully set forth the nature and 

merits of my invention, what I claim as new, 
S 
1. The drawers G and G', constructed and 

arranged as described, and adapted for the 
the uses set forth. 

2. The lower drawer G', constructed as de 
scribed, and provided with outlet-pipe H and 

faucetg', and so placed in the refrigerator as to 
receive and contain the cold water from the 
melting ice, in the manner set forth. 

3. The refrigerator ABC D, provided with 
ice-box, cooling-closet and drawers, chambers 
or water boxes G and G', substantially as set 
forth. 

4. In a refrigerator, one or more drawers or 
compartments, G and G', each provided with 
an overflow-pipe and faucet, substantially as 
and for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of 
June, 1873. 

SIMON. M. FORT. 
Witnesses: 

DANIEL S. DELANO, 
SAMUEL A. GREENE. 

  


