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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

EDWARD FIRNHABER, OF WORMS, NEBRASKA. 

TRACK FOR BABY WAKERS 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 642,436, dated January 30, 1900. 
Application filed November 13, 1899, Serial No. 736,814, (No model.) 

To cell athlon it in CL/ CO7 ceive: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD FIRNHABER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worms, in the county of Merrick and State 
of Nebraska, have invented a new and use 
ful Track for Baby-Walkers, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a continuous track 

for a baby-walker; and the object of the same 
is to provide a simple and efficient device of 
this character by which a baby or child may 
be aided in learning to Walk Within a prede 
termined confinement with the assistance of 
a preferred form of carriage without annoy 
ance or irritation and wherein are Separable 
track members adapted to be quickly set up for 
use or dissociated for the purpose of storage. 
With this and other objects in view the in 

vention consists in the construction and ar 
rangement of the several parts, which will be 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a baby-walker set up in operative po 
sition and embodying the features of the in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a detailperspective view of 
one of the track-rails. Fig. 3 is a detail per 
spective view of portions of the rails, showing 
the manner of coupling the same. Fig. 4 is 
a similar view of a carriage used in connec 
tion with the improved device. Fig. 5 is a 
transverse vertical section of a portion of the 
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track-rails and support therefor, showing 
the sockets for raising the ends of the Sup 
port. 
Similar numerals of reference are emi 

ployed to indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views. v 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1. 
designates rail - sections, each comprising 
lengths of tubular rails 2, having reduced 
stems 3 at one end, as clearly shown by Fig. 
3, adapted to enter the openings 4 in the con 
tiguous ends of the rails of the adjacent sec 
tion and be secured against accidental sepa 
ration by set-screws 5. As shown in the ac 
companying drawings, four of the rail-sec 
tions are employed to provide an oblong 
endless track, and one end of each tubular 
rail 2 is curved, as at 6, and is joined to a cor 
responding curved portion of an adjacent rail. 
It will also be understood that the stems 3 
are alternately arranged on the ends of the 

rail-sections, so as to contribute largely to 
the convenience of connecting up the several 
rail-sections and producing the endless track. 
At an intermediate point each tubular rail 2 
on its under portion has a depending socket 
7, and said sockets are so positioned on the 
companion rails of each section that they will 
stand directly in transverse alinement to re 
ceive the terminals of inverted-U-shaped legs 
8, which are of equal length throughout the 
entire apparatus and Support the continuous 
track at a uniform elevation. The terminals 
of the legs 8 are removable from the rail-sec 
tions 2, but when in operative relation there 
in will be prevented from becoming acciden 
tally disengaged by making the sockets 7 long 
enough to overcome any such tendency. The 
removability of the legs 8 provides for a re 
duction of the apparatus to a small compass 
for storage or transportation, and in view of 
the fact that the track members 2 have a simi 
lar contour and are also of like construction 
less expense will be incurred in their manu 
facture and their sale price will also be ma 
terially reduced. 
The carriage 9 comprises an upper sur 

rounding rim 10, having a rear seat 11, and 
in advance of the front edge of said seat an 
opening 12 is provided and extends down 
Wardly through a lower depending guard 
frame 13, which is of less extent rearwardly 
than the railing 10 and when in operatingpo 
sition on the track set forth almost touches 
the floor or other surface on which the said 
track has bearing, but is high enough to pass 
over the cross members at the base of the legs 
8. This guard-frame 13 is open and light of 
structure; but the open-work is of such di 
mension that the baby or child using the car 
riage cannot make an exit therethrough. The 
rear of the railing 10 around the seat 11 is 
curved to afford a comfortable rest for the 
baby or child when in sitting posture, and to 
the front upper portion of the carriage is 
adapted to be attached a tray 14 to receive, 
as will be understood, toys or other amusing 
devices for the child or baby. By locating 
the said tray 14 at the front and depositing 
thereon toys and other articles the baby or 
child will move in a similar direction to ob 
tain possession of said articles and in doing 
so will propel or cause the carriage to move. 
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To facilitate the easy movement of the car 
riage, rollers 15 are journaled on opposite 
sides thereof and have their axes in a plane 
above the lower termination of the railing 10. 
The said rollers 15 are rotatably journaled on 
the opposite hooked ends 16 of the drop-axle 
17, which are stationarily secured to the car 
riage and extend transversely thereacross. 
The front axle 17 is made fast to the opposite 
posts 18 at the corners of the railing 0, and 
the rear axle is secured to the under side of 
the seat 11 by staples 19 or other analogous 
fastenings. Each of the rollers 15 is circum 
ferentially grooved for a considerable depth, 
as at 20, to prevent them from running off or 
becoming disconnected from the tubular rails, 
and to deaden the sound of movement of the 
rollers over the said rails and also provide a 
yielding movement for the carriage as an en 
tirety rubber or other analogous gaskets 21 
surround the inner curved portions of the 
grooves of the rollers. The transverse ex 
tent of the grooves 20 is in excess of the di 
a meter of the rails, so as to prevent frictional 
binding of the said rollers on the rails, par 
ticularly in rounding the curves at the ends 
of the track. v 
In arranging the device for operation the 

several track-sections are set up as shown in 
Fig. 1, and the carriage is inserted between 
the opposite rails, so that the rollers 15 will 
fit over the latter. When the carriage is so 
positioned, the depending guard-frame 13 will 
be suspended, and in the use of the device by 
a baby or child the upper opposite portions 
of the railing 10 are grasped and afford means 
of support during the body action in the at 
tempt to walk or during movement after the 
baby or child has learned to walk. The move 
ment of the baby or child causes the carriage 
to traverse the rails and provides an amuse 
ment, as well as strengthens the body by mus 
cular action, and particularly encourages self 
reliance. At any time the baby or child can 
rest by sitting on the seat 11, and in addition 
to the special purpose for which the improved 
device is designed it may also be used at 
times as a mode of amusement for children 
capable of walking. The railing 10, as well 
as the depending guard-frame 13, prevents a 
baby or child under ordinary conditions from 
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getting out of the carriage, and to this may 
also be added the attractiveness and novelty 
of a device which will absorb the attention of 
the baby or child and overcome any desire to 
crawl out. A safe means is thus provided 
for shielding the baby or child against acci 
dent, and the carriage containing the child 
may be left without fear of danger, and there 
by provide means for the nursery amusement 
of a child without requiring the constant care 
of a nurse or other attendant, When not in 
use, the track may be dissembled and it and 
the carriage Stored in a small compass. 
Changes in the form, proportions, and minor 

details of construction can be resorted to with 
out in the least departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is 
1. A continuous track made up of separable 

rail-sections, one extremity of each rail-sec 
tion being curved and the opposite extremi 
ties of all the sections in alternation being 
provided with sockets and stems, means for 
securing the joined ends of the rail-sections, 
depending sockets in transversealinement at 
regular intervals on the rail-sections, and 
supports for the track having free ends re 
movably fitted in the said transverse-alined 
sockets. 

2. A continuous track made up of sections 
composed of parallel tubular rails of different 
lengths having depending sockets and each 
curved at one end in the same arc as the curve 
of the adjacent end of the other, means for 
joining the meeting ends of the several rails, 
and U-shaped legs having their terminals re 
movably fitted in said sockets. 

3. A continuous track made up of separable 
Sections having depending sockets at regular 
intervals, and U-shaped legs having their 
terminals removably fitted in said sockets. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

EDWARD FIRNHABER. 
Witnesses: 

J. H. WoOLLEY, 
IERMANN SCHIPMANN. 
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