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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, MARTION H. TRAVIS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Camden,
in the county of Camden and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Spinning-Tops; and I do’
hereby declare the following tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improvement in spin-
ning tops and consists in the novel features
hereinafter fully described reference being
had to the accompanying drawings which
illustrate one form in which I have contem-
plated embodying my invention, and said in-
vention is fully disclosed in the following de-
seription and claims. '

Referring to the said drawings Figure 1 is
a top plan view of my improved top. Fig. 2
represents a vertical central section through
the same on line 2—= Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows
the parts of the top in detail.

The body of my improved top is made- in
several partsor sections. Iprefertoform the
top in two sections A A’ or paits as shown in
the drawings, and I provide suitable means
for securing the parts together so as to ren-
der the top operative. To this end I prefer
to provide one part (A as shown) with the
plug, or spinning point B which has formed
integrally therewith a cup-shaped annular
flange b in which the tapered portion of the
section A fits snugly. The point or plug will
be secured in place by a pin or screw b’ as
shown which passes through the shank of the
plug. The tapered end of the section A’ en-
gages the cup shaped flange b of the plug and
is held therein while the upper ends of the
sections A and A’ are secured together by a
spring cateh. In the drawings I have shown
the section A’ provided with a spring arm or
catch o having a hook or projection a’ at one
end to engage one edge of a plate a® secured
to the upper part of the section A the sections
A A’ being each provided with a recess be-
neath the spring catch as shown in Fig. 2 to
permit it to be depressed so as to disengage
the plate a®>. The section A’ is also shown

provided with a plate a® located so as to lie
beside the plate a* when the parts of the top
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are secured together and each of said plates
is provided with a semi-circular or other
shaped recess, which coincides with the re-
cess of the other plate and forms an aperture
at directly above the spring cateh o’ as clearly
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. :

In order to prevent the parts A A’ from
moving laterally when they are coupled to-
gether I provide one of the sections with pins
or projections a® o® (see Fig. 3) for engaging
suitable apertures a° in the other section. I
also provide one of said sections, preferably
the section A with a spring C of any preferred
form, (a spiral spring being shown) which
tends to force the two sections apart when
they are uncoupled by depressing the spring
cateh a. I also provide one of the sections
(or both) with a central recess, A? as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3 for the reception of a counter
or disk D of some suitable material, prefer-
ably metal, as alominnm. This counter oc-
cupies the recess A®when the parts of the top
are coupled together.

When the parts of the top are united as
above described it may be spun like any or-
dinary top. If it is struck, while spinning,
by another top, in such a manner that the
plug of the latter enters the aperture a% be-
tween the platesa®a®, and depresses the spring
cateh, the parts of the top will be forced apart
by the spring C and the counter D will drop
out of its recess. Another counter, or the
same, may be placed in the top and the parts
again closed and spun. The top may be used
either with or without the counter or counters
D, as preferred.

I do not wish to be limited to the exact de-
tails of construetion herein shown and de-
seribed as slight variations may be made
therein without departing from the spirit-of
my invention,

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A top having its body eomposed of sepa-
rablesections and provided with retaining de-
vices for detachably securing said sections to-
gether, said retaining devices having a part
located in position to be struck by another
top to release said retaining devices, substan-
tially as desecribed.

2. Atop composed of separable sections and
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devices for coupling said parts together in-
cluding a spring catch, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. A top having its body composed of sepa-
rable sections, provided with an interior re-
cess, a counter located in said recess and re-
taining devices for detachably securing said
sections together, said retaining devices hav-
ing a part located in position to be struck by
another top to release said retaining devices,
substantially as described.

4. Atopcomposed of separable sections, de-
vices including a spring cateh for detachably
securing said sections together, and a spring
interposed between said sections, substan-
tially as described.

5. A top composed of separable sections,
and one of said sections being provided with

a flange to receive a portion of the other sec-
tion and a spring catch for coupling other
portions of said sections together, substan-
tially as described.

6. A top composed of separable sections,
provided with an interior recess for the re-
ception of a removable counter, devices for
coupling said sections together including a
spring lever located on the upper part of the
top in position to be struck and released by
the plug of another top, substantially as de-
seribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

MARION H. TRAVIS.

Witnesses:

H. E. GARSED,
Lizzie ELLIS.
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