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To all whon, it in Gulf Concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD MARKELL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bal 
timore city, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in House-Door Letter-Boxes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in house-door letter-boxes; and its object is 
to provide a box adapted for the reception of 
letters and papers, packages, &c., through the 
same receiving-slot in the door. 
With this object in view the invention con 

sists in the novel features of construction 
and combination of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 represents a vertical cross-section 

through the box and door, and Fig. 2 a back 
view. 
The box A is of the usual form, and is se 

cured to the house-door B to include the re 
ceiving slot or opening Ci in the latter, which 
slot has a beveled lower side b, and is closed 
by a flapper or gate (t", pivoted to swing into 
the box and closing against the lower beveled 
side of the receiving-slot. The construction 
and arrangement of this flapper, as here 
shown, are the same as those shown and de 
scribed in my former patent, No. 499,372, da 
ted March 31, 1891. 

In the back of the box is an opening C of 
the same size as the receiving-slot C and in 
line therewith, and from the bottom of this 
opening extends a horizontal partition C 
across the box. This partition closes over 
the lower part A', the box below the receiv 
ing-slot. It does not, however, extend to the 
front of the box, but terminates at a suitable 
distance therefrom to leave a Space or open 
ing d, through which letters and similar mat 
ter of small bulk inserted through the re 
ceiving-slot may pass into the lower part of 
the box. The said partition extends on a 
line with the outer or higher edge l' of the 
beveled side b of the receiving-slot, and hence 
said beveled side also constitutes one side of 
the opening d into the lower part of the box 
and serves to direct the mail-matter there 
into. It will be observed that the front edge 

of the said opening cl is higher than the bev 
eled side b, which forms the front side of the 
opening, and hence matter suitable for ad 
mission to the lower part of the box is pre 
vented from falling upon the partition C and 
is directed into the box through the opening 
d. When, however, a large package, such as 
a newspaper or magazine, not suitable for 
admission to the lower part of the box is de 
livered, the flapper Ct' is pushed up into the 
top part A’ of the box, as indicated in broken 
lines in Fig. 1, and such package is shoved 
through the said top part of the box over the 
horizontal partition C and out through the 
opening c in the back of the box. Matter of 
this class may fall upon the floor after being 
shoved through the box. 
A Suitable guard device D is located in the 

lower part A’ of the box below the receiving 
slot a to prevent the extraction of mail 
through the said slot. 
The bottom of the box has a suitable hinged 

lidi by which the mail-matter in the box may 
be removed, said door having a suitable locki'. 

It will be evident that the box may be ap 
plied in any other suitable place other than 
to a door, and that it may itself be provided 
With a front having a receiving-slot. Hence 
my invention is not limited in this respect, 
The box is shown fastened to the door by 

exterior lugs or lips; but it is obvious that I 
may employ concealed fastening or any other 
suitable devices for this purpose. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A mail-box having a receiving-slot in its 
front, a flapper closing said slot, an opening 
at the back in line with the said receiving-slot, 
and a horizontal partition extending from the 
bottom of Said back opening toward the re 
ceiving-slot, and terminating a suitable dis 
tance therefrom, thus leaving a space through 
which matter that may be inserted through 
the receiving-slot may pass below the parti 
tion into the lower part of the box. 

2. A mail-box having a horizontal parti 
tion, an opening leading into the lower part 
of the box below the said partition, an open 
ing in the back of the box above the par 
tition, and a front flapper so pivoted as to 

c’ of the partition which forms the rear side disclose both the opening into the lower part 
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of the box and the opening in the back of the 
Sale. 

3. A mail-box having a receiving-slot in its 
front with a beveled lower side, an opening 
at the back in line with the said receiving 
slot, and a horizontal partition extending 
from the bottom of said back opening toward 
the receiving-slot and terminating a suitable 
distance therefrom, thus leaving a space 
through which matter that may be inserted 
through the receiving-slot may pass below 
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the partition into the lower part of the box, 
said partition being in line with the outer or 
higher edge of the beveled lower side of the 
receiving-slot. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

EDWARD MARKELL. 
Witnesses: 

- JNO. T. MADDOX, 
F. P. DAVIS. 
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