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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN H. MATTHEws, of MONTICELLo, IowA 

WEE-SRETCBER. ...A 

1,012,393. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Dec. 19, 1911. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN H. MATTHEws, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Monticello, in the county of Jones and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in. Wire-Stretchers, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to apparatus for 

stretching the wires of a wire fence prepara 
tory to fastening the wires to the fence post. 

he invention has for its object to pro 
vide an improved apparatus of this kind by 
means of which the wires of a wire fence 
may be stretched and the apparatus pre 
vented from becoming disarranged during 
such operation. - 
The invention further has for its object 

to provide an improved apparatus for 
stretching all the wires of a wire fence simul 
taneously, which apparatus is composed of a 
small number of parts which may be readily 
assembled and taken apart, and which will 
be thoroughly braced and held in firm posi 
tion. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view of a portion of a wire 
fence and fence post, and a wire stretcher 
constructed in accordance with this inven 
tion, and shown in operative position. Fig. 
2 is a plan view of the parts shown in Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a detail view of a portion of the 
wire stretcher with parts broken away and separated. 

he apparatus constructed in accordance with this invention consists of a standard 
1 composed preferably of a vertical metallic 
ipe and a short transverse brace 2 at its 
ower end preferably in the form of a pipe, as shown, having a central coupliig joint 
2' secured to the lower end of the standard 
1. The transverse brace 2 is fastened to the 
ground in any suitable manner as for ex 
ample by means of the spikes 3 which ex 
? through holes in the transverse brace 
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2. A screw spindle 4 projects at one end 
through a hole in the standard 1 located at 
a suitable distance above the lower end of 
said pipe to bring the spindle 4 in the proper 
position for operation. The inner end of 
the screw spindle 4 is provided with suitable means for connecting it to the climp which 
is secured to the wire fence and as here 
shown preferably consists of a head 5 hav 
ing a hook 5 which is detachably connected 
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to a pair of rings 6 which in turn are con 
nected to eye bolts 7 ???t???? laterally from a pair of strips 8 which serve as clamps 
for the wire fence and are clamped to a wire 
fence 9, as shown, by means of bolts 8' and 
nuts 9- The wire fence 9 is shown as bear 
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ing against a fence post 10 and is stretched 
over the same by means of the screw spindle 
4 drawing on the clamps 8, the spindle 4. 65 being operated by a crank handle 11 having 
a circular head 12 in threaded engagement 
with the spindle 4 and bearing against a 
boss 13 integral with the standard 1. The 
standard 1 is braced by means of a rod 14 
having its outer end formed with a shar 
point 15 adapted to engage the post 10, ES 
has its inner end secured to an elbow joint 
16 swiveled to the upper end of the standard 
1 so as to permit of the rod 14 which is 
located at an incline, as shown, to be ad justed to the proper 
post 10 and act as a 
1. The lower end of the standard 1 is braced preferably by means of a longitudinal strip 
17 which lies upon the ground and has one 
end abutting against the post 10 and its 
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osition to engage the 
race for the standard . 
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other end against the coupling joint 2 of 
the transverse brace 2. The standard 1 may 
be provided with another hole and boss 13 86 
in order to permit the screw spindle 4 to 
be |????? in a different position where it is to be used with a wire fence of different 
width than that shown. 

It will be seen from the foregoing ulat a 
wire stretcher is provided which is con 
structed with a small number of parts and 
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coupling at the upper end of said standard, standard being formed of a metallic Pipe an upwardly inclined bracing arm extending 
with a trasverse brace at its lower end. from said inclined coupling, and a wire en 

Ilaving described the invention, what I gaging means carried by said standard. - g ? ? 

which will be strong and stable owing to the 

5 claim is:- n testimony whereof. I hereuinto affixmy 15 A wire stretcher comprising a standard, a signature in presence of two witnesses. 
coupling at the base of said standard, arms JOHN H. MATTHEWS, extending from opposite sides of said cou-- Witnesses: pling, securing means passing transversely PYRLINso WAUGH, 10 through each of said arms, an inclined CHAs. H. STocKwELL. 


