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(57) Abstract: This ultrasound diagnostic apparatus is equipped with: a gradi-
ent -calculating unit that calculates gradients of the volume data voxel values;
a feature-calculating unit that calculates the feature values of said voxels on
the basis of said gradients and the direction of the ultrasound beam and calcu-
lates the feature space on the basis of said feature values; an object voxel-de-
termining unit that determines the voxels that correspond to the object on the
basis of the feature space; a voxel-removing unit that removes voxels that are
closer to the probe than the object; and an ultrasound image-generating unit
that generates ultrasound images that correspond to the object from said
volume data from which voxels closer to the probe have been removed.
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